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A Message from the President 
 
Technology’s moving on —we even had colour film in our 
cameras when this photograph was taken!  In the last edition 
of BTL I was 19, living and working in England. By now I have 
worked in three different jobs in America and moved to  
Canada. I am now in charge of the University of Victoria’s  
academic and social functions; this picture taken on the eve of 
a Graduation Ball. I had better fast-forward in the next  
edition of BTL as it will be my last message and photo as  
President.  
 

Everyone seemed to enjoy all the elements of the WAGS Affiliates Conference 
hosted by us in September.  Brad Argent of Ancestry in Australia visited us 
from Sydney with an excellent presentation followed by answers to our many 
questions.  Kim Epton, our after dinner speaker, told us about the Explorers’ 
Diaries Project with some anecdotes about those intrepid men who mapped 
our State.  Tricia and Leonie, known to most of us as the family history subject 
specialists at the State Library, kept us spellbound as they talked about the 
servant girls brought to WA in the late 19th century and those who chaperoned 
them on the voyages. WAGS Bookstore and Library ladies brought a mass of 
books for sale and give-away. The food was great and the business of the   
conference minimal—what more could one want.  Well, there was plenty more. 
We cut our 20th birthday cake and launched our Anniversary Photobook; the 
cake has all gone but the Photobook remains in the Library for your             
enjoyment. The most satisfying part of the Conference was at afternoon tea 
when we awarded Marjorie Burton, Ceri Elliott, Jan Kirk and Delys Nash with 
loyalty awards for their 20th years of continuous membership and active  
participation in the Society AND awarded Verna Nazzari Life Membership 
status for her 14 years as Library Coordinator and other roles.  [see photos on 
page 8—Ed.] 
 
So, what else have I been doing?  Well, when Liz Rushton, website  
administrator and Lyn Smith of Western Web Design went on holiday at the 
same time (but not together!), I was engaged in a steep learning curve of how 
to update our website.  
 
Peter Conole is writing an article for the December WAGS Journal about a 
former WA policeman and veteran of the Crimean War. I have assisted Peter 
with a small amount of research which he insists on describing as 
‘collaboration’ for a joint article.   
 
As I am currently filling the casual vacancy of Program Planner for the  
Society as well as President, I take some pleasure in booking and talking to 
potential guest speakers for 2013—there are so many interesting people out 
there!  Just keep an eye on our website meeting page for this forward planning 
as there will be something for everyone. 

 
Merry Christmas and a  Happy New Year to You All 

 

Diane Oldman 
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SOCIETY BIZ by  Diane Oldman 

 
POST CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 
Thanks to good planning, budgeting and a grant from the 
City of Rockingham, we broke even on the WAGS 
Affiliates Conference.  The Council’s generous grant of 
$2,000 meant that we didn’t have to dip into the finances 
reserved for library overheads and resources to play host 
at this year’s conference. The Grant Acquittal documents 
were generated in mid-October.  Another responsibility for 
conference hosts is to generate “how to” guidelines for the 
next host which will be the Albany Society in 2013; this 
has also been done by yours truly. 
 
 
MICHAEL GANDY VISIT 
Michael is making his fourth visit to Western Australia and 
will be giving a talk in Rockingham on the afternoon of 
16th November, singing for his supper at Miss Maud’s that 
evening, giving three lectures at a WAGS Seminar in 
Perth on Saturday 17th and travelling for an engagement 
in Geraldton on Sunday 18th.  Michael left a damp 
England on 27th October for the eastern states and we 
are pleased he is dropping in to see us again on his way 
home. 
 
 
SALVATION ARMY OVER 50’s 
I gave a presentation about the Society to a small but 
enthusiastic group on 10th October. Helen Hunt and Chris 
Dodson helped with our portable display and Marjorie 
Burton took some photographs (below is one of them). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
CANCELLED! 
A Workshop planned for the Volunteer Task Force in mid-
November was cancelled owing to lack of interest by its 
clients.  
 
 
OPEN DAY—MARCH 2013 
Two presentations  designed for the VTF Workshop — 
‘Getting Started’ and ‘Computers & Genealogy’ - will now 
be delivered at an Open Day in conjunction with the 
Council’s Active Ageing folks for 9th March next year. 
 
 
GENEROUS DONATION 
Judith Parker has booked an Unlock the Past cruise for 
February and won a pre-cruise prize which she has 
shared with the Society.  We can look forward to some 
interesting new books from Gould’s Genealogy thanks to 
Judith’s generosity. As soon as they are accessioned the 
titles will be posted on our website. 
 
 
INSURANCE COVER 
Our overheads are increasing all the time and we are 
therefore looking at ways to reduce our expenses. We 
appear to be over-insured and the Committee is looking 
at ways to reduce our insurance overhead of around $650 
per year. 
 
 
LOTTERIES HOUSE MANAGEMENT 2012/13 
The following officers were elected at the October AGM—
Chairman: Fred Lawson (Interchange); Treasurer: Leon 
Daly (FHSRD); Secretary: Margaret Edwards 
(Alzheimers); Committee: Verna Nazzari (FHSRD), Dawn 
Rose (Alzheimers), Lecia Dangen (SMP), Lois Poletti 
(Relationships Australia); Renee Sinclair-Deane (RCC 
Liaison). 
 
 
HOLIDAYS 
I will be going to Tasmania for Christmas so the 
Committee can take a holiday too—there will be no 
Management Committee Meeting prior to the January 
General Meeting. 
 
 
And don’t forget to check the  
Library Closure Days over 
the Christmas/New Year period. 
 
 

  
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2012—2013 
President Diane Oldman, 50 Parkland Drive, Warnbro 6169 . 9593 2362 dianejar@iinet.net.au 
Secretary Peter Bennett, 65A Montebourg Meander, Port Kennedy 6172. 9594 0685 peterbennett@iinet.net.au 
Membership Secretary Chris Dodson, 12 Villefranche Rise, Port Kennedy, 6172. 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net 
Treasurer Leon Daly, 12 Westminster Grove, Port Kennedy, 6172. 9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com 
Program Planner Casual Vacancy 
Fundraising Coordinator Helen Hunt,  419/831 Mandurah Road, Baldivis 6171. 9523 6494 minblue@iinet.net.au 
Publicity Officer Marjorie Burton, 25 Ray Street, Rockingham 6168. 9527 1960 spicey@westnet.com.au 
Library Coordinator Verna Nazzari, 7 Mensa Close, Rockingham 6168. 9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au. 
 
Appointed Positions: Ron Hassall (Auditor); Pamela Lydford (Newsletter Editor); Liz Rushton (Website Administrator).  
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In a recent presentation to the Family History Society of 
Rockingham and Districts, I had the pleasure of discuss-
ing and analysing Western Australia Police leadership in 
colonial times. One issue that emerged in the course of 
research was what I like to call the WA Police ‘Magnificent 
Seven’. They were a small group of individuals who 
worked as police officers in the days of Sir James Stirling 
from 1829 to 1839 and who had the good fortune to  
survive long enough to have their photographs taken 
when that new hobby arrived in the colony during the 
1850s. It is likely that further research will eventually  
uncover additional images of this type. 

 
The first is Henry Trigg who achieved 
prominence in WA through years of 
service as our first Superintendent of 
Public Works (1). He was a builder 
and carpenter who became a founding 
father of the Congregational Church. 
His memory is still revered by the  
Uniting Church and by the time Trigg 
retired into private life he had risen in 
social status, being recognised as a 
gentleman of Perth. 

 
He had been something else decades earlier, for which he 
is remembered by the WA Police. Trigg was appointed 
Head Constable of Perth in 1829 and served with ability 
and common sense until at least 1832. So Henry Trigg 
deserves a triple crown for his creative work as a police 
officer, a public servant and a religious leader.   

One of his partners-in-arms had an even more startling 
career. His name was Rivett Henry 
Bland (2), the youngest person 
ever to command a formally  
organised police district in WA and 
possibly the youngest in world  
history. Bland was the well-
educated son of a wealthy  
physician and arrived in WA to die. 
He had tuberculosis: it was  
believed a drier climate would  
delay the end. Governor Stirling 
provided Bland with an allotment 
of 8000 acres at Guildford and 
then in December 1829 appointed him Head Constable of 
Guildford - in his 18

th
 year. The young man counted as a 

gentleman in local society, so we do not hear of  
complaints from older constables.  
 
In 1831 Bland gave up the policing position and set out 
with Ensign Robert Dale to lead colonists across the  
Darling Range and settle the Avon valley. He received a 
great reward in 1834 when the authorities made him a JP 
and Government Resident at York. Bland was 23 at the 
time and virtually Lord of the Valley, a magistrate and the 
senior man on the spot for administering the civil affairs of 
the entire local community.  He made a complete recovery 
from his illness, left WA in 1850 and went on to found the 
Port Phillip mining company in Victoria. Rivett Bland died 
at the age of 83, famous as a great businessman and  
philanthropist. 

Next is Alfred Hawes Stone of 
County Kent, a lawyer and public 
administrator who probably held 
more official positions in Western 
Australia than any other person 
in our history (3). Stone was the 
son of a legal practitioner,  
became a solicitor himself and 
then decided to try his luck in the 
Swan River colony, arriving in 
October 1829.  
 
He became one of eight Justices 

of the Peace appointed by Lieutenant Governor James 
Stirling in December and thus became a member of the 
colonial inner circle. Stone’s expertise led to his appoint-
ment as ‘Sheriff and High Constable of the Colony’ in 
March 1831. As Chief of Police for the whole of Western 
Australia he was the equivalent of a Police Commissioner. 
However, this unique arrangement did not last beyond his 
resignation in August 1832, soon after he received the 
well-paid position of Registrar Clerk of the Civil Court.   
 
Stone remained in very high favour with successive  
administrations and gradually accumulated more titles and 
tasks in the colonial bureaucracy, as many as eight public 
positions by 1861. From June 1857 to May 1858 he also 
served a second and very beneficial term as Chief of  
Police in Western Australia. In short, Stone’s career was 
spectacular and his personal qualities and integrity  
benefited the colony. He won the respect and appreciation 
of successive governors and was a vital asset to WA  
social and cultural life of the colony. Stone and his family 
were pillars of the Church of England and he became a 
skilled amateur photographer.  
 
Richard Goldsmith Meares (4), a Superintendent of the 
Mounted Police Corps in the years 1834 and 1835, is  
another classic example of the breed of gentleman settler. 
He was a member of an Anglo-Irish trading and land-
owning family and served as an officer in a couple of  
notable cavalry regiments during some major battles 
against the French in Spain, followed by  
Waterloo in 1815.  
 
Captain Meares arrived with a largish 
family and about seven servants.  
Service in the police stood Meares in 
good stead and he was appointed 
Resident Magistrate at Guildford and 
then at York in succession to Rivett 
Henry Bland. His descendants  
flourished as farmers and graziers 
and one joined the police in the late 
1800s, thus maintaining a service 
tradition. 
 
The last three images include two of former servicemen 
and one of a skilled tradesman.  Elijah Dawson was from 
County Kent, with a family line traceable back to the reign 
of Henry the Eighth (5). He and his brothers all  

Cont’d next page 

THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 
by Peter Conole 

 Police Historian, Western Australia Police 
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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE 
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN cont’d 

 
joined the Rifle Brigade and 
fought at Waterloo, with valour 
and distinction. Elijah continued in 
military service and arrived in WA 
as part of the entourage of Cap-
tain John Molloy and his wife 
Georgina.  Elijah won appoint-
ment to the position of constable 
at Augusta and in the Vasse  
District in turn from 1835 to 1848 
and had many adventures as a 
frontiersman and explorer. He 
later prospered as a farmer near 
Busselton and left descendants 
who served in the police, such as the  
present Deputy Commissioner, Christopher Dawson.    
 
 
John Stanton (6), of farming stock from County Clare in 
Ireland, likewise served in the British Army and risked his 
neck at Waterloo in 1815. He arrived in WA during 1829 
with the 63

rd
 Regiment of Foot. He later served for two  

years as a mounted trooper and took part in a remarkable 
number of exploration journeys throughout the entire  
 

 
 
south of the colony. Stanton later  
became an honoured and respected 
man of business in Perth and received 
a special land grant in what is now the 
city centre. As in Elijah Dawson’s 
case, he established something of a 
family tradition of service in the WA 
Police, one still relevant today. 
 
 

 
There is good reason to believe that 
James Dunn (7) was selected as a 
prime choice for immigration, as he 
had the trade skills of a wheelwright 
and builder. He arrived at Albany in 
1834 along with Sir Richard 
Spencer, the first Government  
Resident of the town and district. A 
disastrous accident in 1837 cost 
Dunn the use of his left arm, so 
Spencer appointed him constable 
and gaoler at Albany in 1838. He 
held one or both the positions until 

1849 and later did well for himself as a farmer, developer 
and local office holder.  

“MEET THE LOUGHTONS” 
 by John Loughton 

(The author is a retired accountant and a member of our Society) 
 

“Where did you come from?” – sounds like the name of a TV show but frankly, until recently I never really thought about 
it. Retirement and the passing of my parents inspired me to reflect more seriously on this matter. 
 
Born in the 1940’s (eldest of 6 children) I was fortunate enough to know all my grandparents. But I realised I knew little 
about my paternal grandfather’s origins, except that his family came to WA from Victoria or Tasmania in the 1800s. In 
the early 2000s enterprising but then distant relatives had pressed an early family photo and family tree on to my father. 
He duly distributed these to his children (including me) and there the matter rested as we all got on with our lives. 
 
Dad passed away in 2009 and as our dear Mum descended into a nether-world of ‘lewy bodies dementia’, the dearth of 
knowledge dawned on me. Dad’s papers had been passed on to me in a battered old suitcase and one quiet day I 
dragged it out for a closer look at its contents. It included: 

 His 1940’s war time letters to his mother and many war time photos 

 His uncle’s ornately designed WW1 postcards from a lady in France 

 Newspaper articles on the death of his brother on the eve of WW2 

 Many cigarette cards – cricketers and butterflies were favourites 

 Various newspaper clippings of family activities over the years 

What to make of all this?  It seemed that past generations might have lived and loved as much as us, encountered  
triumphs and tragedies, successes and failures, and had a story to tell. I had to start with the main question – “Where 
did our family come from?” 
 
The first port of call was to contact those enterprising relatives who’d supplied the photo and family tree some 9 years 
previously.  The trail led to Hillarys and Bentley, then on to London, UK and Ontario, Canada.  
 
At the suggestion of Christine Fryer (nee Loughton) of Hillarys, I e-mailed Queenslander Scott Loughton ( a previously 
unknown-to-me 3

rd
 cousin) now living in London. Scott, corresponding from afar with Arthur Loughton in Canada and 

Christine had done a lot of research on the Loughton’s (or Lowton’s, Louten’s, Louttens & Lawton’s). They appear to 
have been rural labouring people living in Landbeach and other small villages near Cambridge, England. 
 
Economic circumstances, together with colonial inducements had enticed Landbeach brothers Thomas & John  
Loughton, their wives and young families and their sister Elizabeth (12 persons in all) to embark for Australia on the ship 
“Sacramento” in 1852. According to Scott’s research: 

Cont’d next page 
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“MEET THE LOUGHTONS”  cont’d 

 
The three masted Sacramento was only three years old when it left England from Deptford, London on Christmas 
day, 1852. It was a disastrous voyage – seven children under seven died within the first month. A Melbourne  
newspaper report says the ship’s doctor had died 10 days after leaving from “an affection (sic) of the throat” and  
that a chaplain took the surgeon’s place. 

 
The ship, before getting clear of England had been detained near the Downs for nearly a month by weather. Just  
before landing in Melbourne, Australia, the Sacramento was wrecked at Point Lonsdale, Victoria on April 26, 1853 

with no loss of life. 
 

This was stunning information. The fledgling Loughton families (not to mention their descendants) had come within a 
whisker of being wiped out, before even setting foot on Australian soil. 
 
In 2011 my wife Vicki and I took ourselves off to Victoria to inspect the scene of the shipwreck of 158 years ago. Point 
Lonsdale is opposite to Fort Nepean on the entrance to Port Phillip harbour in Victoria and the entrance is treacherous. 
The navigable channel is about 1200 metres wide and is known as ‘The Rip’.  We could see the beacon on Point  
Lonsdale and watched in trepidation as the “Spirit of Tasmania” leaned over and slipped through the channel. Many 
ships perished here in days gone by. 
 

Lucky to escape with their lives the Loughton family, survivors of the Sacramento shipwreck, settled in Victoria in areas 

such as Kildare, Collingwood, Brunswick and Preston. One of them, John Loughton (b.1845) was only 7 at the time of 
the shipwreck and in 1869 married Sarah Jane Chandler. They were my great grandfather and great grandmother.   
Below is an 1896 photo of the John & Sarah Loughton family kindly provided by Pauline Low (nee Loughton) of Bentley 
WA.  

 

But how and when did the family move to Perth?  I assumed a date range for the move from Victoria as between 1869 
and 1906. (A closer examination of the family tree would have helped!)  The best bet for mode of transport was ship and 
several internet searches produced the Public Records Office Victoria listing of Outward Passengers to Interstate, UK, 
NZ and Foreign Ports 1852-1915. Notes to the listings cautioned of name misspellings, wrong ages and others. 
 

From the listings, the Loughtons appeared to be the ‘frequent travellers’ of the era. Amongst the many 19th century trips 
by passengers with our name, seven Loughtons/Laughtons were on the ship “Bullara” on its journey from Melbourne to 
Fremantle via Adelaide in November 1896. Their ages and names are mainly consistent with those in the photo below. 
Father John however is missing but a J Loughton (adult) is recorded as doing the trip on the “Wollara” in January 1896. 
Perhaps John travelled over to WA earlier to make preparation for his family’s arrival. And one child is not accounted 
for. 
 
Back row L-R; Arthur,(the author’s grandfather) Elizabeth, Herbert, Emma and Charlie Loughton 
 Front Row L-R; Elsie, Leslie (Keith), Sarah, John, William (Bill) and Archie Lough 

                         
           .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This photo was taken by Greenham & 
Evans studio, Barrack St,  Perth in 1896. 

 (How did they get all those kids  
organised?) Three children did not make 
the trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am satisfied, for the time being, that the main question “where did you come from?” has been at least partially  
answered.  But many questions remain. And here is one aging baby boomer ready to tackle them!  
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BACK TO SCHOOL AGAIN 
               by Diane Oldman 

  
Between 1997 and 2006, the children in this graphic became part of  almost every edition of 
BTL when I used it with updates about the Society’s Schools Records Project.  It was also 
recognisable on every page of the Society’s first website. Designed and uploaded in July 
2000, the site posted the current number of records of schools, teachers and pupils as well 
as the state of the project’s finances. Our newer members don’t know how frequently I would 
bore the Society’s members with facts and figures about this project.  And now I’m doing it 
again. Nonetheless, it was thanks to the work of the following people that you are able to 
use the ancestry.com databases in the Library. 

 
Marjorie Burton, Pam Cowgill, Doreen Field  and I were the Core Team on this project, but Freda Beeson, Peter 
Bennett, Sue Jane Cowgill, Matt Duffy, Sheila Eaves, Ceri Elliott, Peter Godfrey, Ron Hassall, Tracy Hughes, Jim & 
Pam Linton,  Helen Murphy, Jim Parker (deceased),  Roy Peck (deceased), John Percy,  Liz Quantock (deceased), 
Jackie Sampson, Kerry Stubei, Jean Todd, Sally White all played a part in the work of locating, collating, transcribing 
auditing and proofreading.  And here are some of the statistics: 
 
Records of 44 schools on 80 sites in Rockingham, Kwinana and Serpentine-Jarrahdale local government areas 
comprising 21,065 pupils, 900 teachers, 250 photographs, 190 Education Department file titles and a bibliography of 61 
titles.  I wrote 20 updates on the progress of the project and 13 articles about the schools and teachers for BTL.  The 
Core Team set up dozens of displays, registration days, talks and demonstrations to schools, libraries and community 
organisations. 
 
Funding the project was always a concern and our first bid to 80 local businesses was a complete failure—not one 
positive response!  But over the years 27 submissions were made for various grants and sponsorships and 13 of these 
were successful with donations ranging from $50 to $1750. We also organised our own fundraising activities which 
included garage sales and book sales.  The final financial tally was income of $8,597 and expenditure of $8,126. 
 
By 2006 it became obvious that legal issues relating to copyright permissions along with new and confusing privacy 
legislation would be beyond the resources of the Project Team and the Society to resolve.  There was also the problem 
of changing technology; we started the project with microfiche as the medium of choice, which rapidly changed to 
digitised records on CD and inevitably started moving towards the world wide web of online resources.  It was time to 
approach people who had the expertise to market and distribute our data.  I talked to Quentin Atkinson of Ancestry and 
Mal Thatcher of the Church of Latter Day Saints at the AFFHO Congress in Darwin. The Church showed no interest.  
My first letter to Ancestry (then trading as MyFamily.com, Inc.) was in September 2006 and this led to some email 
correspondence with Laryn Brown, Director of Digital Preservation at MyFamily.com, Ltd., London. Laryn’s quoted rates 
per record were disappointing—and he harked back to compliance with copyright and privacy legislation which we were 
not qualified to answer.  I then turned to discussions with Alan Phillips at Gould Genealogy with a view to publishing on 
CD-ROM.  While Alan was very helpful, he was not keen to publish from our software’s format.   
 

In June 2007, enter Brad Argent who had started up the Ancestry office in Sydney in 
February that year. From that point negotiations continued with Brad on behalf of The 
Generations Network Inc. The final agreement with Ancestry (by then Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc.) was finally signed on 29th January 2010.  In exchange for the schools 
data the Society received access to Ancestry’s world-wide databases for three 
computers for five years, plus $2,000. When Brad came to Rockingham as part of the 
Affiliated Societies’ Conference this September, he announced that our data would be 
going online on 15th December 2012.  We thought that day would never come - from 
our first ‘expression of interest’ meeting on 21st May 1997 it has taken only 15 years, 6 
months and 18 days—but who’s counting? 

MV Bullara in northern WA—from “Meet the Loughtons” 

article.  (photo from State Library of Victoria) 

Paul Papalia (on R) with member  
Ron Hassall.  See story page 10 
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Most folk can remember where they were when they heard 
that President Kennedy was shot. I can – I was talking to 
the Gravedigger in his kitchen.  Not President Kennedy’s 
gravedigger I hasten to add. 
 
Increasingly during the 1800’s in England and Wales there 
was governmental interest in every aspect of life. Some of 
it took over the work of the Church and the Parish that had 
been local government.  The civil registration of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages became law in 1837. There was the 
Education Act of 1870. Gradual Poor Law reform 1832-
1948, the slow improvement of voting rights, laws  
governing water and sewerage and so it went on.  
 
With the Local Government Act of 1888 had come County 
Councils.  It was the Local Government Act of 1894 that 
brought district councils and civil parish councils into being.  
Rural District Councils were roughly the area of the Poor 
Law Unions. Large cities had had their own local govern-
ment for centuries, although not by general public election.  
In some places it was the ownership of property, in others 
one had had to serve an apprenticeship in a trade and  
become a Freeman of the City. 
 
Now each county had its own County Council. The district 
councils were City and Borough Councils, Rural District 
Councils and the bottom tier of local government, the civil 
Parish Council. This last Council obtained an allocation of 
funds from the Rural District Council.  
 
The civil Parish Council was elected by residents of the 
parish. When the Churchyards became full earlier in the 
century, the civil Parish Councils established cemeteries 
with Burial Boards, as town and cities were doing. 
 

It was into this situation I came as Clerk of the Longparish 
Parish Council and Burial Board in the early 1960’s. The 
other Parish Clerk as it were.  It was a small part-time  
honorary job but it did have a tiny annual salary or  
honorarium. The village is situated in the Test Valley in 
Hampshire, southern England, a pretty place meandering 
along the B3048 road and the River Test.  
 

There was of course the secretarial and accounting work 
for the council and the taking of minutes. We looked after 
the interests of the village in general, put in village lighting, 
and reviewed the footpath maps etc.  It was all quite  
interesting, after all it was the village where we had grown 
up.  The other part of the job was the day to day running of 
the cemetery, but the cemetery keeper did the actual  
gardening work and upkeep of the graves!  
 
Then there were the funerals themselves. Being a village 
there were not many and they were mainly in the winter-
time. I did not have to deal with the family of the deceased 
for which I was thankful, as I had known them all for most 
of my life and it would have been hard.  It was the funeral 
director who came to the house and we did all the parish 
paper work and fee payments involved.  I then saw the 
gravedigger and arranged for the grave to be dug.  It was 

one of these times I heard the death of President Kennedy 
on their kitchen radio.  
 
Another connected job was to deal with permissions and 
fees for the memorials for the graves later. 
 
The funeral register was also in my hands and I had to  
record each burial. My predecessor had been Clerk for 
decades and he had the most beautiful copperplate hand-
writing, my writing was not nearly as good.  The register 
included the burial of my father, thankfully I had not had to 
enter that one.  
 
Reform of local government in 1974 removed the Rural 
District Councils all over the country and larger local  
councils were formed. For example in the case of Long-
parish the Parish Council is now under the Test Valley 
Council which includes the towns of Andover and Romsey 
as well as all its rural districts, a more sensible format than 
the old Town Councils and Rural District Councils.  
 
The Parish Council and Clerk still run the Burial Board in 
Longparish as in many other places. In large places the 
burial boards may cover more than one cemetery and are 
usually under the main council for the town or city.  
 
Of course the need for a cemetery started at different times 
in different places. Since the formation of cemeteries - for 
burials that start with the service in a local church - there 
are two records, one for the church and the other for the 
burial board.   
 
Civil Parish Records are stored in the local record office. A 
visit to view these records can result in a multiple set of 
results for they will contain names of councillors, account 
records showing the tradesmen who did work for the  
parish, folk who received council housing, people who had 
business with the council one way or another, council brick-
bats and bouquets etc., as well as the names of those  
buried in the local cemetery. 
 
I was Clerk when the cemetery was extended and  
consecrated.  It became nearly twice its size but is still not 
very big.  Today, nearly fifty years later, it is nearly full 
again. Those people buried there have continued the  
history of this ancient village from those people who are 
buried in St Nicholas Churchyard nearby.  Sadly they are 
mostly the last of the old village names.  Visits to my  
father’s grave now and again are a walk with ghosts, we 
know more folk in the cemetery than we do in the village.   
 
Longparish has become a commuter village and a magnet 
for those who buy those lovely old cottages that once 
housed farm workers. It is not far from London.   
 
Times change. The village is still a lovely place in the Test 
Valley.  It has a new character and charm, a new role in the  
modern world. Different feeling.  
 

It still has its Civil Parish Clerk and its Church Parish Clerk. 

Three Parish Clerks, England 
Part Two – The Civil Parish Clerk 

by Mary Temple 
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Barry Sammels, Laurie Smith (Chairman) and his wife Nola Brad Argent,  Diane Oldman and Leon Daly 

 Tricia Fairweather and Leonie Hayes  Verna Nazzari with her Life    Our 20th Birthday Cake with our Logo 
       ‘Bride Ships in all but Name’      Membership Certificate 

Conference delegates in Rockingham  20 year Members cutting the Birthday cake with 
former Presidents looking on; and 

Receiving their Loyalty Awards 

Photos from the WAGS Affiliates Conference Rockingham 2012 

Marjorie Burton Ceri  Elliott Jan Kirk Delys Nash 
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Watching the recent news on the unveiling of the  Bomber Command 
monument in London  my thoughts turned to my uncle Pilot Officer  
Frederick Sawyer, missing over Germany in 1944.  Many years ago on 
a cold, wet boring Sunday whilst rummaging through the drawers of the 
cabinet looking for something to do, I found an envelope. Inside were a 
letter, a telegram and a set of RAF wings.  
 
The letter was from the Officer’s Mess, Croft, and written by my Uncle 
Freddie, it was I suppose, the typical wartime letter to mum. (The war 
would be over by her birthday; he had been wounded on his last flight 
but was alright now and was off flying duties for a while, she wasn’t to 
worry, and optimistically, “they can’t kill a Cockney.”) 
 
The telegram was not as you see in the movies, neatly typed, but 
rather hastily scrawled in pencil saying he was missing after an  
operation on the “28/29 1944”, the postmark read that it was sent on   

           the 29
th
 July 1944. The sender added that no information should be  

           given the press and signed “Commanding 434 Squadron”. 
 
About 10 years ago I began to nibble at the question; what had happened to Uncle Freddie. I was in London and  
visited the National Archives. I was lucky enough to find the Operations Record Book for 434 Squadron at Croft.  
Working back from the date of his last raid I found that he had been on nine previous raids. The first on 27

th
 May on 

the coastal batteries at Le Clipon, near Dunkirk, the next eight during June and July, were on V1 rocket sites in  
northern Europe including Wizernes and Gorenflos. The reports listed the names of the crew, bomb load, take-off and 
landing times and a short intelligence report. The entry for the 28/29

th
 July 1944 was concerning a raid on the port of 

Hamburg. “Pilot Officer Sawyer and his six crew flying Halifax 111 LW-437 took off at 22.02 hrs; nothing has been 
heard from them.” 
 
Further study revealed that 434 (Bluenose) squadron was a Canadian squadron, part of 6 Group Bomber Command 
based at Croft in Yorkshire.  The “Bluenose” was a reference to the nickname for Nova Scotians. The raid on Hamburg 
wasn’t particularly successful, but 22 aircraft were lost or 7.2 per cent of the attacking force, not unusual at the time.  
 
As the Internet came into its own more information became available. A  Royal Canadian Air Force site had the Daily 
Reports for the whole of 6 Group on each action, giving information on the targets for each raid and individual combat 
reports from various crews.  
 
About this time a letter came to hand. Addressed to my grandmother dated 1

st
 August 1947 it was from the Air  

Ministry. “In view of the complete absence of news and the lapse of time the Department is reluctant to hold out hope 
of any information being received”. This seemed to conclude the matter. 
 
Finally a few months ago I found a website covering 434 squadron exclusively. I submitted a couple of photos and 
worked my way through the articles, indexes and general information. Amongst the last section I read was a list of all 
aircraft that had passed through the squadron.  I of course looked up my uncle’s aircraft LW-437 and there was the  
notation “nb.  Believed to have crashed into the sea after an attack by night fighters”. At last after 68 years an answer.  
I believe that this information must have been passed on by a returned POW who had been shot down on that raid, as  
it was one of only a few aircraft that had a similar notation next to it. 
 
It was unlucky for the bomber force that on the night in question two Luftwaffe aces were in action. Hauptmann Martin 
Becker and Dietrich Schmidt who claimed 101 victories between them by the end of the war. Hauptmann Dietrich 
Schmidt claimed 3 Halifax aircraft that night. 
 
Frederick Sawyer joined the RAFVR on the 16

th
 July 1941 aged 19 years; he trained first in Moncton, Canada under 

the Arnold Scheme and later at Moody Field, Georgia, USA. There followed intensive training for night operations,  
instrument flying, etc., he finished his training with Operations Training Units 81 & 82 before joining 434 squadron; the 
whole process taking two years. He died aged 22 years, which was the average age of aircrew in Bomber Command. 
His operational life was eight weeks, about two weeks longer that the life expectancy of an aircrew at that time.  He 
had been married exactly three months. 
 
 Over 55,000 Bomber Command aircrew lost their lives over the course of the war; around 20,000 were posted missing 
without trace. 

 

One of the Many  
        by John Wiseman 
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FOREIGN PASSPORTS AND THEIR  
TRANSLATIONS 

By Ron Hassall 

As a postscript to the excellent and informative presentation by 
Marjorie Bly of the National Archives on Saturday 3

rd
  November. 

 
Marjorie’s presentation of the case study of the immigration of  
Vincenzo Papalia threw up, for me, a query in the way Vincenzo was 
described on the documents detailing his arrival in Australia. His  
occupation was recorded as “Chauffeur”. 
 
Thinking overnight, as one does, it occurred to me that the comments 
that Marjorie Bly made about mistranslations in “foreign” documents, 
may have occurred in Vincenzo’s case regarding his occupation /  
profession as “Chauffeur”. 

  
In light of the way that Vincenzo gave his occupation as ‘Labourer’ in future travel documents it occurred to me that it 
was maybe a mistranslation on his Passaporto. I looked at Vincenzo’s file on the NAA website, in particular his Italian 
“Passaporto”. 
 
The Passaporto clearly shows his ‘Professione’ as “CONTADINO”, which translates to Peasant Farmer / Farm Labourer 
in Italian, not Chauffeur. 
 
I have come across many Contadinos & Contadinas in my Italian family research. Yes, the women (Contadina’s) 
worked in the fields also!! 

Speakers’ Corner 
  
In September Graham Bown gave us a presentation 
called ‘The Incredible Hulks:  featuring the Justitia’.  
Graham began by outlining how transportation began to 
north America in 1614, followed by Australia from 1787, 
tearing families apart being just one cost of this.  He went 
on to say how the growing number of offences and the in-
crease in the number of people convicted gave rise to the 
need for  more places of confinement.  England saw a way 

to colonise the far side of 
the world and dispose of  
unwanted convicts at the 
same time.  A penal colony 
also being a way to  
develop a major trading 
and naval base. 
 
While awaiting transporta-

tion many convicts spent 
time on ‘prison hulks’, old 

man-o-war ships not useful for any other purpose.  They 
were stripped of all unnecessary fittings and housed hun-
dreds of prisoners over the years, the Justitia being just 
one of them. 
 
Graham’s talk included much more information on why and 
how transportation came about, including many reasons, 
and how families were affected by it. 
 
 
At our October meet-
ing there was a 
Question & Answer 
panel answering 
many and varied 
questions on  
people’s problems  

with their researching.  The panel consisted of Marjorie 
Burton, Ron Hassall, Isobel Parker, Helen Murphy and 
Betty Vandelande, and they had some questions of their 
own to ask.  It was a good afternoon with many  
discussions ensuing from the questions, while we all gave 
advice or offered suggestions to help others. 
 
 
November’s meeting gave us Marjorie Bly and  
Immigration and the National Archives—Making  
Australia Home.  At present there is open access to 1983 
for a large number of collections.  The Migrant Records 
have Displaced Persons, British £10 Scheme, non-British 
and Child migrants.  There are various documents for each  
person including ship name, date of arrival, deaths at sea 
and Nominal Rolls; these included pass-
ports and identification documents.  There 
are also WWI and WWII Alien Registration 
documents, Naturalisation Certificates,  
accommodation, general administration 
and immigration policy files, deportation 
records and outward passenger lists,  
investigation and internee records.   
Records can be accessed on computer by 
clicking on ‘Destination Australia’, after 
‘Search the Collection’, and Fact Sheets are available for 
those without computers.  There are also crew lists and 
deserters.   
 
Marjorie’s talk centred on Vincenzo Papalia, grandfather of 
Paul Papalia, and showed several files and documents for 
various matters concerning Vincenzo.  Paul, his wife and 
two boys attended the talk, finding out much more that 
Paul ever knew about his grandfather, and enthusing him 
with a wish to now find out more about his family’s back-
ground. 
 
A most interesting talk given to a full house. 

Graham Bown with our Secretary 
Peter Bennett  

Marjorie Bly 
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Welcome to New Members  
 
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
 
  Jennifer Clarke 
  Peter Conole 
  Anne Elliott 
  Gordon Hay 
  Janet Jennings 
  Yvonne Pendreigh 
  Mary Smart 
  
 We presently have 156 members. 
 
 

Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

General Meetings 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend 
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st Satur-
day of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room, Lotteries 
House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
  
Guest Speakers for :  January, February, March. 

 5th January 
 

Luddite Uprising 
1812/13:   

A Yorkshire  

Murder and Trial 

 
Pam Cowgill 

2nd February 

How to Build your 
own Blog and other 
interesting com-
puter stuff 

Chris Loudon, 
WAGS Web-
master 

 2nd March 

Into the Valley of 
Death Rode .... 
Henry Dyson  
Naylor 

Stephen Anstey, 
Curator, Perth  
Museum 

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

Latest Accessions August-October 2012 

Title Subject Country 
State/

County 
Asset Type 

Dictionary of Ireland 1839 (S-Y) FTM September 2012 DIR IRL  CD 

Isle of Dogs Parish Registers REG ENG MDX CD 

Kelly's Directory of Shropshire 1870 DIR ENG SAL CD 

Kelly's Directory of Shropshire 1909 DIR ENG SAL CD 

Miners & Mariners of the Severn Gorge GEN ENG SAL BK 

Oral History Handbook (5th edition) 2006 GUI WOR  BK 

Parish Registers for Tipton 1697-1736 FTM September 2012 REG ENG STS CD 

Shropshire Marriage Index 1538-1837 IND ENG SAL CD 

Tracing Your Rural Ancestors Booklet GUI ENG  BK 

Would you like.....  

To have contact with other members who 
share your research interests ?  
 
I have sometimes found that when members are in our  
library they are pleased and interested to find others who  
are researching in similar areas, it is good to compare  
ideas, notes, sources, memories or just to have a chat. 
Sometimes we can be quite isolated doing our research  
and not know that we are able to help each other out.  
 

I thought it would be a good idea to try to put 
members in touch with each other. 
 
If you would like to contact me by e-mail, telephone, mail  
or by way of a note in my pigeon hole in the library I shall  
try to match you up with other/s who share your interests. 
 
You may like to let me know of your interest in researching 
your family history within:  
 

 a country  
 a  city, town or state within  Australia 
 a  county, city or town in England,  
  Wales, Ireland or Scotland 
 an occupation or Military history etc.  
 

Please also let me know if you would like to be contacted 
by the other person via e-mail, phone, mail or by meeting 
up in the library. 
 
Thank you,    
  Helen Hunt – Fundraising Coordinator,  
  e-mail :  minblue@iinet.net.au  
  Tel: 9523 6494  

mailto:minblue@iinet.net.au
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ACROSS 
1. Only one on our shelves with HER as the subject and 1149 as the number  (8). 
7. Almost a quarter of Europe’s population died of this in the14th century  (6). 
8. Chapman code for the county which had Flint on its western border (3). 
9. Most of us run out of this commodity while researching (4). 
10. When the sea is in front of the rest of the family we may hang it in the hall (5). 
13. The Normans had the Long Bow, but I'll stick with the cider (6). 
16. Our tenant farmers always had to scratch around for this (4). 
17. There's at least one rocky peak in Devon and Cornwall (3). 
18. A diminutive for your President  (although your President is not diminutive!) 2). 
20. The Ides of  .... in standard genealogical abbreviated form (3). 
21. The first part of many a forebear's occupation (2). 
22. Some say there were three faces to this genealogical mother of us all (3). 
23. The dark side of the shield (8). 
24. 21 Across - again (2). 
25. Slang for broken down, non-operational (2). 
27. The focal point for our ancestor's important events (6,6). 
31. Australians are trying to save it (6). 
32. A run, a jump and something else kept the world from running fast this year (4). 
 

DOWN 
1. It's not HER story this time (7). 
2. We followed the scent of Rosa until we could go no further (9). 
3. Descend carefully, there are ants on your tail! (11). 
4. They bury the bodies somewhere in Belgium (5). 
5. Most of our bodies are showing this by now! (3). 
6. An English version of a French crane's foot (8). 
11. Oliver Twist was probably a 19th century kid of this type (6). 
12. An abbreviated, but at the same time, very large dinosaur (2). 
14. If it's not one thing it's an ..... (5). 
15. Nyet! (2). 
19. Once upon a time it was our international premier resource tool (3). 
20. This idle chatterer and random collector plays a fair game of footie (6). 
25. The original christian group (abbrev.) (2). 
26. Before Lord Hardwicke's Act, you could get married in one of these (4). 
28. Chapman uses this code in Ireland  (3). 
29. Bonnie Prince Charlie made it this far south (Chapman code) (3). 

30. This is a grave comment (3). 

THE SOLUTION WILL BE IN THE MARCH EDITION OF BTL 
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The Genealogical Bell, Book & Candle Crossword  © Diane 
Oldman 

 


