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A Message from the Secretary 
 

Our membership stands at 153 and we continue to have excellent attendances at 
our monthly meetings, due to the continued quality of our speakers.  Renewal 
membership forms for 2014/15 have been distributed and hopefully you will return 
your subscriptions speedily, along with nominations for the committee. 
 

When I restarted my family history a very experienced researcher advised me to 
review my research at least once a year.  It has held me in good stead.  It is    
surprising the connections that become apparent with later information, or a    
notation made years previously and then forgotten.  The line of enquiry that I 
meant to follow up, but got diverted from with something that appeared more   
interesting, is a recurring fault of mine. 
 
I think that like many other family historians there is an element of the frustrated 
Poirot, Morse or Miss Marple (perhaps the cast of “New Tricks” would be more 
appropriate) in me. 
 
One of my mysteries involves a publican, William Heard, my 3 X great grand-
father, licensee of the “Grundy Arms” in Poplar. The pub was not too far from the 
gates of the East India Docks, London - the main clientele being dock workers 
and seamen.  I vaguely remember the building as a child, a very plain Victorian 
working man’s pub, situated in the middle of a bomb site. 
 

The mystery:  William Heard died in 1885, age 88yrs, leaving an estate of 
£13,440.3s 4d, a colossal sum in those days.  His son-in-law, my 2 x Great 
Grandfather Henry Matthews, the licensee of the “Norfolk Hero” in the same area, 
died the same year leaving £4,459.19s.7d.  I have one clue to how they amassed 
so much money - trolling though the British Newspapers on the State Library site I 
came across an article about William Heard’s son Tobias. 
 

Tobias was the licensee of the “Elder Tree” in Crisp Street, Poplar and had been 
assaulted by a customer; the case went to the local magistrate.  The defendant 
wasn’t doing too well, and in my opinion rather unsportingly brought up the      
irrelevant fact that “on that Saturday night fighting was going on, and the Landlord 
(Tobias) was holding the stakes”.  Tobias replied that “the money was staked in 
the potboy’s hands and when he (Mr Heard) came to hear of it he made him    
refund the money to the persons of whom he had received it, and turned the fight-
ing men into the street”. The magistrate stated that Tobias had done “what was 
right and proper” and fined the prisoner £3 and, in default of payment, one month 
in prison. 
  The Heards and the Matthews both 
  came from the West Country; did  
  they form a betting ring? Running at 
  least 5 Public Houses between 
  them it would have been a profitable  
  business.  Will I ever know?   
  Probably not, but it’s fun to 
   speculate.  

   John Wiseman 
 

Copied with the assistance of HON GARY GRAY AO MP Federal Member for Brand 

 

Please see page 12 for important messages 



 

2   “Between the Lines”  Vol. 19, No. 3 .     

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2013—2014 
President   Vacant 
Secretary   John Wiseman, 111 Lavery Drive, Casuarina, 6167 9419 1933 john.wiseman01@bigpond.com 
Membership Secretary Chris Dodson, 12 Villefranche Rise, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net 
Treasurer   Leon Daly, 12 Westminster Grove, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com 
Program Planner  Helen Murphy, 14 Frederick Street, Shoalwater, 6169 9528 3479 smurfs@iinet.net.au 
Fundraising Coordinator Betty Vanderlande, 17 Weaver Lane, Wellard, 6170 9419 2436 slaintebetty@bigpond.com 
Publicity Officer  Vacant 
Library Coordinator  Verna Nazzari, 7 Mensa Close, Rockingham, 6168 9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au 
 
Appointed Positions: Ron Hassall (Auditor); Pamela Lydford (Newsletter Editor); Liz Rushton (Website Administrator). 

From the Editor - I have received some articles from distant relatives overseas I have found during my researching, who 
have willingly given me permission to print them in Between the Lines.  Three are included in this edition.  I hope you 
enjoy them. 

There is a lady who will do research in London and charges £20 per hour.  She does a quote and will give you some 
idea of the time it will take, usually recommending three hours research.  Her reports are very detailed, and she will also 
give suggestions for further research if you would like more information on what you are researching. 
 
She lives in Surrey just a short train ride into London and does not charge for travelling to and from London.  You do 
have to pay the cost of any photocopied documents she forwards on to you. 
 
It is hard to find a really good researcher, but her fees seem reasonable, she is very prompt in getting the information 
one wants, and she is extremely thorough in her work. If you are looking for someone to do research for you her e-mail 
address is judith.mitchell@lineone.net  

[Editor] 

Surrogate Parents 
 
Did you know that, under English law, the surrogate 
mother has to register the birth of the baby, and her name 
goes on the Certificate as the mother, and her  husband 
as the father if she is married.  If not the biological father’s 
name will be included, but only if he attends the            
registration. 
 

 
After the birth the biological parents may be granted a  
parental order making them the legal parents, and a new 
Birth Certificate will be issued with their names on as the 
parents.  The same applies for same-sex parents.  This is 
interesting to know as it could have repercussions in    
future years for genealogists trying to sort out who       
belongs to whom in their family tree. 

         [Editor] 

CORNWALL PARISH RECORDS 
 
For those of you who have Cornwall interests I thought you may be interested in the following link for the OPC Website. 
It links to the actual church records of each Cornwall Parish.   https://tinyurl.com/k5ddurw 

Verna Nazzari 

Our next Between the Lines will be a themed newsletter - this one on World 

War One, in respect of the one hundredth anniversary of the war’s start.  I 

would be most grateful for all your World War One stories.  There must be 

many that could be turned into an article for the June Between the Lines by 
our members.  Please think carefully about writing one for it.  I would need 

them by 7th May for editing and placing them in the newsletter. 

[Editor] 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/index#uri=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.familysearch.org%2Frecords%2Fwaypoint%2FMMVH-NJ8%3An379460164%3Fcc%3D1769414
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I have told you before about my great-great uncle, Arthur 
Purssell Akehurst, my great grandfather’s elder brother.  
Now I am going to tell you about the misfortunes and short 
life of one of his younger brothers, and the circumstances 
of his death. 

Philip Henry Akehurst was born in Aylesbury on 23 June 
1842 and came to Victoria with the rest of the family in 
1849 at the age of 7.  As far as I have determined he 
never married, and since he died at the age of 30 this is 
not too surprising. 

October 1861 found him working in a flour mill in 
Creswick, Victoria, a township about 30 kms north of  
Buninyong, where the family had settled shortly after they 
arrived in Victoria.  Creswick is now a small township, a 
population of 3,303 at the 2011 census, but at the height 
of the Victorian gold rush in the 1850s the population 
reached a peak of 25,000.  
 
I don’t know quite what his job there was, but on Friday 18 
October of that year, he was involved in a serious        
accident at the mill.  According to the Creswick and      
Clunes Advertiser of Tuesday 22 October 1861:  “On   
Friday last Drs. Daniel and Beatty were called to see a 
young man, Philip H. Akehurst, at the flour mill of Messrs. 
Hassell and Monckton, whose left hand became           
entangled whilst adjusting the belt of a wheel connected 
with the machinery.  It appears the machine caught hold 
of the shirt first and dragged the arm in afterwards.      
Amputation was necessary, and was well performed.  Dr. 
Daniel informs us that the patient is progressing           
favorably.” 
 
And from the same paper of Friday 1 November: “We are 
glad to hear that Akehurst, the young man at the Creswick 
Flour Mill, who had his arm amputated, is progressing  
favorably.”   
 
This amputation was apparently at the elbow. According 
to the web site “Australian Medical Pioneers Index”,     
referring to the Australian Medical Journal of 1864, in the 
1860’s operations performed at the Melbourne Hospital 
were limited to minor amputations – fingers and toes – so 
successfully amputating an arm was unusual.  However, 
given the lack of adequate sanitation in Melbourne at that 
time, and the unsanitary conditions prevailing, maybe 
Philip was better off in a country town. 
 
Whether the conditions under which his arm was          
amputated helped his recovery, or whether it was his own 
constitution, I don’t know, but Philip recovered from this 
accident and in 1872 he was in Newcastle, NSW.  He was 
working as managing clerk to a Mr. Daniel Macquarie, 
owner of a “patent slip” or marine railway, for hauling 
ships out of the water for repair, a job Philip had held for 
four years. 
 
Now we come to the ship, the Saxonia, a collier plying the 
coast of NSW between Sydney and Newcastle.            
Apparently she sprang a leak when about to leave New-
castle Harbour with a cargo of coal in August 1872, and 
she was run ashore on Horseshoe Beach, in order to   
prevent her going down in deep water.  

In order to take advantage of a certain state of the tide, it 
was arranged to try to raise the Saxonia about midnight 
on Saturday 24 August.  So pontoons partially filled with 
water were moored on each side of her and massive 
chains made fast to the pontoons and passed under the 
ship. Mr. Macquarie, Philip Akehurst and Captain       
Summerbell, the owner of the Saxonia, were all on the 
bridge.  As the water was being pumped out of the pon-
toons, the chain under the bow of the Saxonia suddenly 
broke, forcing the forward part of the pontoon to fly up with 
great force, throwing the three men on the bridge into the 
air. 

Mr. Macquarie 
was bruised, 
and Captain 
Sum m erbe l l 
quite severely 
injured, but 
Philip Ake-
hurst was 
killed.  Appar-
ently in falling 
he smashed 

his head on 
the pontoon 
and fell into 

the water, already dead.  It was suggested that, if he had 
had the use of two arms he would perhaps have been 
able to catch hold of something to prevent himself being 
thrown forward and hitting his head. 

The inquest into Philip Akehurst’s death returned a verdict 
of accidental death.  His funeral was well attended, under 
the auspices of his Masonic Lodge.  Vessels in the       
harbour hoisted their flags at half-mast and many shops 
shut out of respect. 

But that wasn’t the end of the saga of the Saxonia. By 
early September Mr. Macquarie had successfully        
completed his contract to raise the Saxonia and she was 
moored at his wharf.  Apparently there were problems  
regarding his payment for this work, and until he was paid 
Mr. Macquarie chained her up and posted a watchman on 
the vessel. 

However, Captain Summerbell arrived in another of his 
colliers, the Paterson, and overnight of September 9/10, 
hands were sent on board the Saxonia with tools, and 
they cut through the chains and the Paterson towed the 
Saxonia out to sea and hence down to Sydney.  
 
As soon as Mr. Macquarie was made aware of this, he 
proceeded to Sydney by the morning steamer, chasing 
Captain Summerbell and his money. The outcome of any 
legal action is not known, at least not by me. 
 
References:   
Creswick and Clunes Advertiser, 20 October and  
1 November 1861  
Sydney Morning Herald, 26 and 27 August 1872 
Newcastle Chronicle, 27 August 1872 
Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser, 27 
August and 17 September 1872 
Philip Akehurst death certificate 
Wikipedia 

Philip Akehurst and the Wreck of the Saxonia          
by Liz Rushton 

A view of the entrance to Newcastle Harbour 
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A MAYER Connection? 
by Brett Lieberman (USA) with Pamela Lydford 

I am in contact with Brett Lieberman in B.C., Canada, 
whose father was adopted and we thought there was a 
connection.  This proved unsolvable but we keep in touch 
and Brett has allowed me to use his information in an   
article for Between the Lines. 
 
(We do of course share a Common Male Ancestor, via 
DNA , as most of us do if we go back far enough.  Brett 
tested his 37 Markers, on the Y-Male DNA but only 
matches me on the “12 Markers” with a Common Male 
Ancestor, and “we may never know who that was”.) 
 
Brett is looking into the possibility that he has a            
connection to Mayer of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, and has 
spent many hours & years researching this.  In the mean-
time he is working on a book about ‘Mayer, the Movie  
Mogul’, and has met with a TV company that is planning a 
mini-series on him.  They have a two year option to make 
an offer for Brett’s book and research, and there is a 
chance he could be brought on board as Creative       
Consultant – nothing definite yet. They are still in talks and 
waiting on Brett’s book to be published. 
 
Brett’s father was born in New York City four blocks from 
Jesse Lasky’s famous Players Paramount Studios.  He 
was adopted when four months old, and lived in Saint 
John, New Brunswick, Canada from 1932, where Brett 
was born in the 1960s. I will continue in Brett’s own words. 
 
Louis B. Mayer, a 
founder of MGM 
Movie Company in 
Hollywood, lived in 
Saint John from 
1890-1902 and his 
family was there 
until at least 1919; 
also my father’s  
adoptive mother 
lived across the 
street from them 
and also had a 
store on the same 
street.  Later the 
adoptive family 
were also in theatre 
and film  business.  
Many years later while   researching my roots before DNA 
testing was available, I found that Louis B. Mayer arrived 
in    Boston in 1902, without the price of a sandwich, from 
Saint John N.B., Canada.  His last residence was in 
Brookline, Mass., where he signed his first star, Anita 
Stewart, and he moved to Hollywood with her in 1918-
1919. He shot 5-6 films a year but wanted to shoot 50 a 
year, so was looking for a large studio, and in 1924 ‘the 
merge’ happened – Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer was born and 
the rest is history.  Mayer’s first theatre was in 1907 in 
Haverhill, Mass., 60 miles north of Boston.  He had a lot of 
contacts in Boston and New York City, where the Early 
Days of Hollywood was, with Studios in The Bronx, Lower 
Manhattan and Fort Lee, NJ. 
 
Two lawyers who did my father’s adoption also came from 

Brookline and one was in Hollywood in 1930.  More to the 
point I learned that Jacob W. Mayer, Louis’ father, had 
moved to Brookline in 1925 and two blocks down the road 
I found my father’s ‘birth mother’s father’, a Russian tailor, 
and that is a story in itself . 
 
 “Granny” as we called her, died on Cape Cod in 2000; 
she last lived in Brookline and her daughter still lives there 
today on the same street, where Mayer lived, and where 
Granny’s father had his tailor shop. In 2000, I was at a 
family reunion, with my Jacobson Family, and met  my 
great aunt, now 94 yrs. old; she told us a story that as a 
little girl she and her family lived with Louis B Mayer’s 
family, with MGM in Hollywood. My great aunt made sure I 
heard that story, as 60 of us sat in the Family Room. I was 
surprised, and shocked, as I never knew who Louis B. 
Mayer was at that time. 
 
Granny’s father was connected to the Boston Theatre 
Business (1905-1951) as a costumier, doing things for 
stage plays in the old days before film; his first shop was 
at 89 Court Street, the same location as Coogan Bros. 
Theatricals &  Agents.  In 1905 the Coogans lived in    
Malden, on Myrtle Street.  
 
My real grandmother was born in 1913; after many years, 
in 2012, I found a 1907 death certificate that set the 
wheels in motion to link me to Nova Scotia, eastern    
Canada.  I found parts of Granny’s family, on her mother’s 

side, then traced 
them back to   
L u n e n b e r g , 
Nova Scotia 
where her family 
was from, and 
discovered that 
s h e  w a s        
connected to the 
e a r l y  1 7 5 3    
F o u n d e r s  -     
The Heckmans 
and Knickels.  In 
1 9 6 2  M G M    
produced the 
movie Mutiny on 
the Bounty and 
that ship was 

built in Lunenburg by her family.  In 1970 the ‘Rose’ was 
built and later used in the movie Master and  Commander: 
The Far Side of the World, with Russel Crowe, the first 
time he ever sailed on a ship. 

During my Research I learned Mayer was in Nova Scotia 
in 1930, at the same time as my granny and her family. 
Did they somehow meet?  Possibly. 
 
In 1917 Mayer’s sister Ida lived in Dorchester, Mass.,  
married to her second husband and, again, the tailor shop 
shows up, one half mile from Ida, and a branch of the Sel-
znick family also lived nearby.  Jacob Mayer died in 1930 
and Ida moved to Hollywood at the same time. That same 
year Irene Mayer married David O Selznick, who, in 1939, 
made the movie, Gone With the Wind. 

Cont’d next page 
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Some weeks ago I received an email from my cousin 
Gladys, a retired magistrate  On reading the contents I 
spontaneously burst into a rousing rendition of “Advance 
Australia Fair”, being a bit hazy on what came after “girt 
by sea”, quickly followed by a quick chorus of “Waltzing 
Matilda”.  The cause of this outburst?  I’ve got a       
transported convict in the family tree! 
 
On 12th May 1839 my 3 x great grandfather Frederick 
Wiseman married Mary Jude at St. Leonard’s church 
Shoreditch.  Frederick’s father Thomas was shown as a 
licensed victualler.  Mary’s father William Jude was a 
horse dealer.  In a later census William was listed as an 
agricultural labourer, no offence to ag labs, but generally 
all you ever find ( if you are lucky) are the birth, marriage 
and death details, or so I thought.   I put William Jude in 
the “to do later” file and followed the Thomas Wiseman, 
licensed victualler line, quite successfully as it turned out. 
 
William Jude was born in 1779 in Enfield, Middlesex, he 
married Sarah and they had five children - William,  
Charlotte and Mary Ann survived into adulthood, John 
and Charles died whilst young children. This much I 
knew, what came next was a revelation. 
 
William senior had quite a police record, 1823 Old Bailey 
- grand larceny 3 months; 1829 Westminster Court -   
larceny 2 months; 1830 Old Bailey tried and acquitted of 
house breaking; around 1830 he also had problems with 
a horse he had sold, but this never came to court. His 
final appearance in 1835 was for cutting and stealing four 
holly trees from Epping Forest, fined 5s and costs.  
 
On 5th January 1832  William’s son William aged 20 and 
John Waldon appeared at the Old Bailey charged with 
stealing 40lbs of potatoes. The potatoes were laying in a 
field after being harrowed, to be picked up the following 
day. William’s defence was that there were only a few 
green potatoes left in the field, he saw a few lads collect-
ing them and joined in. The farmer, Mr Walpole, stated 
that there was over a ton of potatoes per acre left in the 

field waiting to be cleared.  William was found guilty and 
sentenced to 12 months imprisonment. 
 
On Tuesday 10th September 1833 William jnr. was    
indicted for stealing on 20th July, one cart value £3 the 
goods of William Dickenson, to which he pleaded guilty 
and, as he had before been convicted of a felony, was 
sentenced to 14 years transportation. 
 
On the 3rd October 1833 William was sent to the hulk 
“Justitia” moored at Woolwich before boarding the     
convict ship “Susan”  on  7

th
 March 1834, arriving in 

NSW on 9th July 1834.  He was described as being 5 
foot 4½ inches tall, ruddy complexion, freckled and    
having red whiskers and a scar on the back of his left 
hand.  On  18

th
 July 1834 in       Patrick’s Plain, NSW  

William was granted a 
ticket-of-leave to remain 
there. In July 1843    
W i l l i a m  s o u g h t          
permission to marry 
Catherine Leyden aged 
19yrs from County   
Roscommon, Ireland.  
Catherine had arrived on 

a free passage in 1841; 
her occupation was listed as dairymaid. 
 
William & Catherine had five children of which three   
survived into adulthood. William never returned to     
England, dying in Tamworth, NSW in 1861 aged 49 yrs. 
Catherine died in 1881 aged 61 years and both are    
buried in Wallabadah.  
 
After reading my Secretary’s Message and the above 
piece I feel I should point out that I also have a police-
man, Particular Baptists, Wesleyans, hardworking      
artisans and even teetotallers in my family, but if it’s all 
the same to you I prefer not to speak about them! 

NOW I’M A REAL AUSTRALIAN 
by John Wiseman 

A Mayer Connection? cont’d 

I was recently in touch with David Mayer Selznick, 
Mayer’s grandson and son of movie producer David O. 
Selznick, who is doing a book on his grandfather.  I am 
being featured in it with some of my research, and it 
should be out later this year.  Mayer’s great niece who 
lives in Australia, I think in Sydney, has written an E-book 
which is out now and I am mentioned in her Foreword; 
however mine won’t be out for several months yet. I     
believe the Selznicks had a film company (in the Sydney 
area?) in the 1920s, which was run by David Joseph    
Selznick, a brother to Lewis J. Selznick who had the 
“Select Film Co.” in Boston.  In the 1920s in The Bronx, 
New York, Lewis J Selznick had a film studio, one of a few 
in the area, and a family member who worked there was 
related to the Boston family. 
 
In 1949 Mayer and Cummings [Komiensky] had donated 
and built a Chapel in the Jewish Cemetery, where his 
Mayer mother was buried in 1913, in Saint John, New 

Brunswick, Canada. The Chapel is a small building.  My 
father is buried on the back side, and my father’s adoptive 
parents are buried on the left side of the front doors.  This 
will be mentioned in my book with pictures for all to see. 
 
I had my DNA tested in 2012.  It is now 2014 and I       
recently had a few ‘Meyers’ matches come up in the USA.  
It was not my intent to prove Louis B. Mayer [Myers] might 
or might not be my grandfather, but everywhere the    
Mayers are, so also is my father’s birth mother’s father; 
and also the adoptive side, with his tailor shop in Boston – 
1895-1939. 

I am working hard on my book and my research now   
covers over 18,000 handwritten pages of notes and   
documents: over 25 years of work, crazy I know – but  
getting there and all proven and backed up with         
documents. 

Best wishes to you all and keep at it, you never know what 
you will uncover – look what I have found, a possible   
connection to Louis B. Mayer. 

A prison hulk on Thames river 
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ARTHUR WANLEY 
by Paul Heal (England) 

Having been tracing my family tree for several years it  
became apparent that I knew very little of my grand-
mother’s family on my mother’s side.  It is remarkable 
what you can learn from older members of the family,   
especially if you ask the right questions. 
 
It turns out that my grandmother’s family practically        
disowned her when she married my grandfather. My 
mother had little contact with her grandparents. The     
reason behind this was that my grandmother Ellen Wanley 
(nee Mitchell) was of Protestant religion and my grand-
father Robert Wanley was a Roman Catholic. For this  
reason my mother knew very little about her mother’s 
brothers and sisters of which there were five. Although 
she did know that Arthur Wanley had died in WWI. 
 
So over a period of a few months I gathered what         
information I could on Arthur Wanley.  He was born in  
Hartlepool, North East England in 1885 and it would     
appear that, shortly after his birth, his family moved to 
Stockton-on-Tees, which is less than ten miles from     
Hartlepool and is my hometown.  I discovered that he had 
served in the 5

th
 Battalion The Durham Light Infantry (a 

Stockton-on-Tees based Territorial Battalion). It appears 
that he joined up on the outbreak of war. The 5

th
 Battalion 

DLI landed at Boulogne 18 Apr 1915 as part of the 150
th
 

Brigade 50
th
 Northumbrian Regiment and saw action in 

the Second Battle of Ypres in 1915, the Somme 1916 and 
the Arras and Passchendaele offensives in 1917. 

 
Lance Corporal Arthur Wanley 
died on 20 May 1917 at one of 
the Military Hospitals at Le    
Treport from wounds received 
and is buried at Mont-Huon   
Military Cemetery, just outside 
of Le Treport which is on the 
French coast. Around the time 
of his death the 5

th
 Battalion 

was involved in the battle for 
Arras so I can only assume that 
the wounds he died from were    
received there. 
 
During the research on Arthur I 

discovered an old photograph-type postcard of Arthur in      
uniform and the face of his mother in the top right hand   
corner. It appears that this was taken in France, looking at 

the design of the window in the background. On the     
bottom is a handwritten message from him saying ‘’with 
love to mother’’.  
 
All of this information started to 
come together early last year. At 
the same time, friends we have in 
France invited us over for a visit. 
We decided to accept and made 
arrangements to drive over 
(which from the North East of 
England to the south coast of 
England is a good journey). 
Whilst making the arrangement, 
looking at maps etc. I began to 
realise that we might be not too 
far from Le Treport and started 
making arrangements to pay my 
respects to Arthur Wanley. I am 
not sure if any other family   
member has visited. 
 
I thought it would be a nice gesture to get a copy made of 
the photo and place it next to his headstone; however, 
after talking to the War Graves Commission, no items can 
be left as they do not want to make one headstone       
different from another. I decided to take the photo and 
take a photo of it beside Arthur’s headstone. 
 
We made our visit in late August. I took lots of photo-
graphs and paid my 
respects. The really 
touching thing, and 
does mean a lot to 
me, was that at the 
bottom of each head-
stone is a little     
message from a   
family member. The 
message on Arthur’s 
headstone reads ‘In 
memory of my dear son, Sleep on dear one’. So I have a 
photograph of Arthur in his uniform with a picture of his 
mother also on it with a message saying ‘with love to 
mother’ next to the message from his mother on his head-
stone. 
 

I feel as if I have brought them together again.  

The above story is a forerunner of the next edition of Between the Lines. 
Remember, please write a story about the First World War for the next 

edition, if you have a connection to it.  It doesn’t have to be about your  

ancestor, it could be about someone or something else involved in it.  

 

I am looking forward to seeing several items, all of which I hope to have 

room to print. 
                [Editor]   
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Answers to Genealogical Quiz in December 2013 edition of BTL from Diane Oldman. 
 
1. 1538;  
2. A Grant of Letters of Administration when a person dies without a will;  
3.  1754;  
4.  John;  
5.  Codicil; 
6.  The Society of Genealogists;  
7.  Quakers; 
8.  Pre-printed bound volumes for the separate recording of baptisms, marriages and burials;  
9.  The study of old handwriting;  
10.  A neighbouring (bordering) parish;  
11.  1927;  
12.  Someone in receipt of an annual sum of money, usually from a private settlement;  
13.  The Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies;  
14.  ‘County Archive Research Network’ card – needed to use many of the UK’s record offices and archives;  
15.  A formal agreement for the hiring of a servant or apprentice, or, sometimes, an agreement concerning  property; 
16.  The Guild of One-Name Studies (GOONS);  
17.  A surname derived from a father’s first name (e.g. Robertson);  
18.  Association of Genealogists and Researchers in Archives;  
19. Dictionary of National Biography;  
20. One derived from a place-name. 

News from ScotlandsPeople 
 
Gift vouchers for the ScotlandsPeople website 
For a minimum price of £7, you can buy a single gift 
voucher worth 30 website credits. You can also buy packs 
of ScotlandsPeople gift vouchers worth £14 (60 credits), 
£21 (90 credits), £28 (120 credits), and so on - increasing 
by steps of £7 and 30 credits each time. When buying gift 
vouchers, you can pay by credit card or cheque.  These 
gift vouchers make excellent presents for genealogists 
and history researchers of all ages.  
 
A list of burial grounds in Scotland is now available 
on the SAFHS website 
We noticed that the SAFHS (Scottish Association of   
Family History Societies) has just published a list of the 
burial grounds in Scotland on their website. This new 
resource is likely to be very useful to people who are  
wondering where a family ancestor might have been    
buried. 
 
Scottish medical database for the First World War 
goes online 
The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh (RCPE) 
has just launched an online searchable database, which is 
likely to be of great interest to genealogists who are look-
ing to trace family ancestors with a medical background 
who lived in Scotland at this time. 
 
The online database contains over 3,000 records for  doc-
tors (including women doctors) living in Scotland who reg-
istered to provide civilian cover, or were intending to enter 

active service, during the First World War. You can learn 
more about the database, which is free to search, on the 
RCPE website. 
 
Release of the New Year BMD images on  
ScotlandsPeople 
Happy New Year! After 'seeing in the bells' at Hogmanay 
and New Year, we added the New Year BMD images to 
the ScotlandsPeople website.  So you can now view the 
images of records for births in 1913, marriages in 1938 
and deaths in 1963. 
 
One Famous Scot who died in 1963 was poet and 
horseman, William Henry Ogilvie.  Folk in Australia might      
well have heard of Kelso-born  William Ogilvie, as he lived 
and worked in the outback for ten years.  Indeed, the Aus-
tralian people and landscapes were major muses for his 
writing, and there are various monuments to Ogilvie in 
Australia.  Ogilvie died in Ashkirk (by Selkirk) on 30   
January 1963, aged 93. 
 
The Scottish Valuation Rolls for 1885 
We're delighted to announce that the Valuation Rolls 
(VRs) for 1885 have just been added to the                
ScotlandsPeople website. 
 
The new records comprise 1,441,484 indexed names/
addresses and 77,238 digital images (taken from 144  
volumes), and cover every kind of property that was     
assessed in 1885 as having a rateable value. With the 
addition of these latest records, ScotlandsPeople now has 
Valuation Rolls for 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915 and 1920. 

Tales from bygone days - England is old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury people.  So they would 

dig up coffins and take the bones to a bone-house, and reuse the grave. When reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were 

found to have scratch marks on the inside and they realized they had been burying people alive. So they would tie a string on the 

wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the 

graveyard all night (the graveyard shift) to listen for the bell; thus, someone could be “saved by the bell” or was considered a 

“dead ringer”. 

http://www.safhs.org.uk/burialgrounds.asp
http://www.rcpe.ac.uk/news/ww1-scottish-medical-database
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 Here are 11 unusual English kinship words for family members 

1. PATRUEL 
Child of your paternal uncle. Also, a child of your own brother. It hasn't gotten a lot of use in the past few centuries, but it 
was once convenient to have a term for this relationship because it factored into royal succession considerations. The 
first citation for it in the OED, from 1538, reads, "Efter his patruell deid withoutin contradictioun he wes king." 

2. AVUNCLE 
Your mother's brother. Latin distinguished between patruus, father's brother, and avunculus, mother's brother. (There 
was also amita, father's sister, and matertera, mother's sister.) It's the root of the word "avuncular," meaning "having to 
do with uncles" or "uncle-like" (i.e., kind and friendly, like an uncle). You won't find the word avuncle in the dictionary, 
but it has been used in anthropology texts and in papers concerning royal matters. 

3. NIBLINGS 
Your nieces and nephews. You won't find this in the dictionary either, but use of this term seems to be growing among 
favorite aunts and uncles who want an easy way to refer to their little bundles of sibling-provided joy in a collective or 
gender-neutral way. 

4. FADU 
Your father's sister. Latin amita covers this relationship, but we don't have to reach that far back to find an English 
equivalent. Old English made a distinction between aunts and uncles depending on whether they were maternal or 
paternal. We lost all that when we borrowed the more general "aunt" and "uncle" from French. 

5. MODRIGE 
Your mother's sister. Old English. 

6. FŒDRA 

Your father's brother. Old English. 

7. EAM 
Your mother's brother. It survived in some dialects as "eme," with a more general meaning of uncle or friend, into the 
19th century. 

8. BROTHER-UTERINE 
Your half-brother from the same mother. A term used in old legal documents or other discussions of inheritance and 
succession. Half-siblings of the same mother are "uterine" and of the same father are "consanguine." 

9. BROTHER-GERMAN 
Full brother, sharing both parents. Nothing to do with Germany. The "german" here is related to "germane," which 
originally meant "of the same parents" and later came to mean just related or relevant. 

10. DOUBLE COUSIN 
Full full cousin, sharing all four grandparents. Comes about when a pair of sisters marries a pair of brothers. 

11. MACHETONIM 
The parents of your child's spouse. Your child's in-laws. Ok, this is a Yiddish word, but one that, like a lot of Yiddish 
words, has poked its way into English because it fills a gap. When it comes to marriage, this can be a very important 
relationship, so it’s good to have a word for it. If your parents get along with their machetonim, the family—the whole 
mishpocheh—will be happier. 

 
From the Website http://mentalfloss.com/article/54486/11-little-known-words-specific-family-members 

Contributed by Diane Oldman 

Bill Bryson Shakespeare 

See Diane Oldman’s talk on next page 
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Speakers’ Corner 

Betty’s Vanderlande’s talk in January was entitled       
Interesting Websites for Researching Ireland  and 
was more of a ‘Show and Tell’, which covered some web-
sites that may be less known when researching Ireland, 
either its history or genealogy.  She showed some of the 
newer sites, as well as some not-so-new, but all of which 
are of great value when searching for that elusive       
ancestor, and reminded members that Irish research is 
challenging but not impossible.  

Betty gave a good site to locate a map of Ireland with the 
Griffiths Valuation survey dates for each county, which 
also has plenty of helpful advice and forms for the       
beginner.  The Griffiths Valuation site itself allows access 
to the digitized images from the survey. 

Other great sites were included and can be seen on  
Useful Websites on page 11 of this newsletter.  They 
include the National Archives of Ireland for access to the 
digitized images from the 1901 and 1911 censuses, Tithe 
Applotment books, etc., and Irish Genealogy,  a govern-
ment website that links you to all the various datasets 
which are available, and others. 

Members and visitors browsed the pay-per-view web-
sites, many gateways and newspaper sites, as well as 
various Family History websites, with those present   
gaining a better understanding of Irish researching. 
 

********************************** 
Diane Oldman gave us February’s talk on The Mother 
Tongue, which covered English language milestones, 
the impact of the Bubonic Plague, 
Chaucer, the Normans, Henry IV, 
Tyndale, Shakespeare, and the   
Industrial Revolution. To quote Bill 
Bryson:  "The language treated for 
centuries as the inadequate and 
second-rate tongue of peasants, 
has now become the  undisputed 
global language." 
 
Diane showed how English         
developed, starting with the Angles, 
Saxons, Jutes and Frisians invading with their languages, 
and the Norman invasion of 1066, during which time 
thousands of words were added to the English language, 
then went on to show how the bubonic plague saved the 
English language from disappearing, or we could have 
been speaking French. 

 
There was Olde English, Middle  
English and finally    English as we 
know it now, more or less.  Chaucer 
wrote The Canterbury Tales in    
Middle English [unintelligible to me – 
Ed.], the first English Bible was   
written in the 1380s and Henry IV 
was the first sovereign in 300 years 
to speak  English at his coronation. 
The 1800s saw the industrial     

revolution and growth of the British Empire and eventu-
ally we saw late modern to present English spoken. With 
the technical revolution we are now adding 1000s more 
words to our language.  But what of the future: who 
knows how it will sound in another hundred or so years. 

 
****************************** 

Dr. Alex Main gave an excellent talk 
on Are the Irish Really Scots. He is 
especially interested in the flow of 
people between Scotland and Ireland 
in the very earliest of times, and his 
talk in March showed us the two-way 
flow between the two countries in the 
early Christian era. This is something 
which led to place-names and family 
names moving back and forth        

between Dalriada (the West of Scotland) and Ulster. 
There was also, at some early time, common   govern-
ance of the two areas.  By the Middle 
Ages Ireland was known as Big Scot-
land (Scotia Major) while today's Scot-
land was Little Scotland (Scotia Mi-
nor).   
 
Alec told how he can trace his lineage 
back to 1704 from gravestones in just 
one churchyard, then went on to say 
that the Irish and Scots share 
the same culture and are the 
same people, with Scotland 
being created in 841AD by the Irish.  Alec’s sources are 
genetics, name, historical, political, cultural and spiritual. 
 
DNA studies show a remarkable affinity of the Scots and 
Irish through common ancestry with the Basques in 
northern Spain. (At this point Alec gave us some web-
sites to look at - see page 11). The names of Scotia   
Major and  Minor also bear out their closeness.  Historical 
documents from as early as 360AD show how families 
moved across the sea       
between the two and even 
who paid tributes; and how 
kings joined together for    
historical reasons.  They had 
a unique system of govern-
ment  compared to other 
countries and three distinct 
kingdoms in western Scot-
land.  Culturally the music of 
both Ireland and Scotland is 
quite different from England 
and other European countries.  Poetry was religious art, 
e.g. The Book of Kells – created in Iona – and others, 
and was the bridge between Major and Minor Scotia.  
There was an enormous amount of written works from 
very early   Christian times when other countries were 
experiencing the dark ages.  Spiritually there was St. 
Bridget who was originally the Goddess of Bride, and 
became a saint in the Christian church.  Monastics in 
Scotland lived quite differently to others and the        
monasteries welcomed the public to worship in them.  
Even the Scottish reformation was different from the 
European one. 
 
Alec’s talk was thought-
provoking and left many       
members of Irish descent 
with ideas for further    
research. 
 
 

Celtic Cross from very early 

days of Christianity 

Group of Monastics  

coming together 

Monastery on Iona 
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An assorted bag of occupations, including gold-mining, took 

Mr Charles Smart all over New Zealand before he settled 

down with his Cobridge-born wife and built up a small but 

prosperous brick and sanitary pipe manufacturing business 

at Takapuna, on the Hauraki Gulf, Auckland. 

 

That was more than 30 years ago, and since then 83 years 

old Mr Smart, a native of Griffy Dam, Leicestershire and his 

69 years old wife have sold the firm and now live in        

retirement at Sydney, Australia. 

 

At present they are enjoying an eight months holiday in this 

country - "home" as they call it - and for the past few weeks 

have been staying with Mrs Smart's cousin, Mr A.B. Smith, 

at 91, Victoria Street, Basford. 

 

Neither had met Mr Smith before, for Mrs Smart went out to 

Australia with her parents when only 18 months old.  She 

married Mr Smart in Sydney in 1912 - 27 years after he had       

emigrated to New Zealand with his grandparents. 

Holiday Romance 
Mr and Mrs Smart's happy married life stems from one of 

those much-maligned holi-

day romances.  Mrs Smart 

was paying a fleeting visit 

to       Auckland, when she 

met her     husband-to-be, 

and  the  next  year  he 

crossed the 1,000 miles of 

sea which separate New 

Zealand from Australia for 

the Sydney wedding. 

 

Up to then Mr Smart had 

helped to build the railway 

which runs through Maori 

country on the North  Is-

land, and later, while still in his teens, clambered all over 

the Southern Alps, on the South Island, looking for gold.  

 

Did he make his fortune?  Well, not exactly, but he vividly 

remembers  finding £15 12s  worth  of  gold  one bright      

Sunday morning.  That was at the time when gold was 

fetching £3 16s an ounce. 

 

Back again on North Island, he helped to dig kauri gum in 

the vast forests which covered the territory.  The gum, once 

one of New Zealand's most prized exports, makes the best-

class varnish in the world, and, in hardened form, can be 

fashioned into extremely decorative ornaments. 

 

 

Settled Down 

 

Beginning to feel tired of roam-

ing around, Mr Smart took over 

a pottery firm which had earlier 

been managed by his grand-

father and father in turn, and 

settled down with his wife at 

Devonport, Auckland. 

 

Not long afterwards, however, 

he  decided  to  break  away, 

and,  with  the  help  of  Mrs 

Smart,  bought  the  land  at         

Takapuna and built a brick-

making shed and two kilns. 

 

The top layers of clay on the land were just right for brick 

making but lower layers necessitated a change to making 

sanitary pipes. 

 

In ten years the business had grown by one and a quarter 

acres and two more sheds, but then, in 1933, Mr Smart 

sold out and retired. 

 

Founded School 

 

Mr and Mrs Smart moved back to Sydney in 1940, but they 

like to return to Auckland occasionally, where there is what 

can be described as a monument to the courage of Mr 

Smart's sister, Mrs Annie Murphy. 

 

Years ago Mrs Murphy headed a delegation who decided 

that their children should not be compelled to walk more 

than a mile across rough country to a town school. 

 

They began a small school near 

the homes, and this has now be-

come the Belmont Public School, 

said to be the  finest  institution of 

its kind in New   Zealand. 

 

Mr and Mrs Smart left the Potter-

ies yesterday, but will    return for a 

short stay before sailing for home 

in January.  They hope to pay a 

visit to Switzerland and France. 

 

Incidentally, Mrs Smart thinks that 

Stoke-on-Trent is  wonderful. She 

has fallen in love with this country and is at a loss to under-

stand why so many people emigrate. 

Charles Thomas and Hilda May SMART,  
by Pamela Lydford  

(Copy of newspaper item during my grandparents’ visit to England in 1956) 

The Smarts in their later years 

Mrs Annie Murphy 

The pursuit of family history and origins tends to be shaped by several motivations, including the desire to carve out a place for one's 
family in the larger historical picture, a sense of responsibility to preserve the past for future generations, and a sense of self-
satisfaction in accurate storytelling.  
 
Hobbyist genealogists typically pursue their own ancestry and that of their spouses.  They try to understand not just where and when 
people lived, but also their lifestyles, biographies, and motivations. This often requires—or leads to—knowledge of antiquated laws, 
old political boundaries, migration trends, and historical socio-economic or religious conditions. 

from Wikipedia 
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

General Meetings 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend 
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st      
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room, 
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   
Guest Speakers for :  April, May, June. 

 Apr. 5th Richard Offen 

 
Perth’s Building 
Heritage 

May 3rd 
Mike Murray and 
Lesley Sylvester 

London and South 
of England Special 
Interest Group 

Jun. 7th  Peter Godfrey 
The Mystery of  
Thomas Hatton 

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

Welcome to New Members  

 
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
  
  Frank Dare 
  Gordon Mannell 
  Dorothy Lambourne 

Useful Websites 
 
www.genealogyintime.com/articles/top-100-

websites-of-2014-page01.html  

www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/    

www.askaboutireland.ie   

www.nationalarchives.ie  

www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/  

http://englishmarriages.byu.edu for Chester  
marriages 1750-1836 

www.hgs-familyhistory.com for Hampshire family 
history 

www.scottishdna.net  for Irish/Scots information 

www.worldfamilies.org.au for Irish/Scots inform-
ation 

If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps 
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so 
that all of our members can benefit. 

Accessions  to January 2014 

Title Subject Country 
State/

County 
Asset 
Type 

Kwinana "Third Time Lucky" HIS AUS WA BK 

Sea and the Forest, The HIS AUS WA BK 

Tracing Your Cork Ancestors GUI IRL COR BK 

From Twisted Twigs on Gnarled Branches Genealogy 

http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/support-files/gv-yearsofpublicationmap.pdf
http://www.askaboutireland.ie
http://www.nationalarchives.ie
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
  
The following timetable has been established 
for processing membership renewals.  Please 
return the renewal form as soon as possible  

AS NO REMINDERS WILL BE SENT. 
  

During February 
Membership Renewal Forms will be given/
posted. 
 
31st March 
End of financial year - subscription renewal due 
by MIDNIGHT.  
  

MEMBERS NOT PAID UP BECOME                  
UNFINANCIAL AND WILL BE REQUIRED TO 
PAY THE JOINING FEE OF $10                          
($5 CONCESSON) IF REJOINING THE       
SOCIETY. 
  
During April 
Membership Cards for 2014/15 given/mailed. 
 
3rd May 
Annual General Meeting (only financial      
members may vote, nominate a person for 
Committee, accept nomination for Committee or 
act as proxy). 
 

  
Excerpt from Constitution 

  
Annual Subscription 
12 (2) The annual subscription of a member  
 Shall be due payable before midnight on 
 31

st
 March each year. 

     (3) No Member whose subscription is in  
 Arrears  shall be entitled to claim any 
 right or privilege in the Society. 
 

  

‘MEMBERS ONLY’ WEBSITE LOGIN 
  

Any member unfinancial after midnight on 31st 
March 2014 will not be able to login to the 
Members Only pages of the Society’s website. 
 

Chris Dodson 
Membership Secretary  

Family History Society of  
Rockingham & Districts Inc. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Saturday, 3rd May 2014 at 2 p.m.  

1st floor, Lotteries House,  
Civic Boulevard, Rockingham 

  

Nominations are called for   
PRESIDENT 
SECRETARY  

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
TREASURER 

PROGRAM PLANNER 
PUBLICITY OFFICER 

FUNDRAISING CO-ORDINATOR 
LIBRARY CO-ORDINATOR 

  

You will receive a nomination form which must 
be returned to the Secretary no later than      
4 pm on Friday 25th April 2014 at  
  

 the Family History Society Library or 

 PO Box 881, Rockingham 6968  
  

Late nominations will not be accepted. 
  

Eligibility:  Only members of the Family History  
Society of Rockingham & Districts Inc. financial 
on the day of the AGM can 
  
i Nominate a candidate for election to  
 Committee 
ii Accept nomination for Committee 
iii Vote at the AGM 
iv Be nominated as a proxy. 
  
If you are unable to attend the AGM, you may  
nominate a proxy to vote on your behalf. Proxy 
Forms are also available from the Library.  The 
completed proxy form must be returned to the    
Secretary BEFORE the commencement of the 
AGM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTEND THE AGM &  
EXERCISE YOUR VOTE 

 
John Wiseman 

Secretary 


