
 
We are researching the girls sent from Mountbellew Workhouse in Co Galway on board the 
'bride ship' the Palestine http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/ancestry/Could-you-ancestors-
have-been-an-orphan-workhouse-girl-who-emigrated-in-1853.html 
 
I would appreciate if you could assist by posting project information on your social media 
and or newsletter. 
 
We also have a Facebook page that we are using to spread the word 
https://www.facebook.com/Mountbellew-Workhouse-Cemetery-Restoration-
814745548596059/ 
 
We are tracing the descendants of the Immigrants of the Palestine Ship that left Ireland and 
travelled to Australia in 1853. On this ship was 33 Mountbellew workhouse orphan girls. We 
are trying to connect with as many of the Orphan Workhouse Girls descendants in Australia 
with the hope of telling their stories, establish where they came from in Galway and hopefully 
connect with their Irish cousins! We want to ensure these orphan workhouse girls are not 
forgotten. 
  
Background to the Workhouse assisted passage to Australia 
A group of 33 young girls were transported to Australia on the Palestine ship 1853 from the 
Mountbellew workhouse. It was renowned that these bride-ships carried destitute girls from 
orphanages, poorhouses or had a sponsored fare during the Great Famine.  
The Mountbellew workhouse at that time had (August 1852) 418 inmates, 130 able bodied 
females. In November 6th 1852 there were 392 inmates and 124 able bodied females.  
  
On November 20th1852 there were 401 inmates in the workhouse, 134 able bodies females, 
though 32 able bodied females were discharged during this week (presumable the 30 for 
assisted emigration). 
The county was very much affected by the famine of 1845-47. In 1841 the population was 
443,000. Ten years later, it had fallen to 322,000.  
  
In early September 1852, an entry in the Mountbellew Poor Law Union Board of Guardian 
Minutes, described a letter from Lieutenant Sunders, (R.N. Emigration Agent) stating that the 
Emigration Commissioners had instructed him to make a selection of 30 young women from 
the female inmates in Mountbellew workhouse who were candidates for emigration to Van 
Diemen’s land, for passage to the colony by the ship `Travencore`, which will sail from 
Plymouth on 23rd inst, and requesting to be informed of the day he could make his selection. 
 
On the 10 th September 1852 there was another entry: 
That Lieutenant Saunders Emigration Agent had selected 30 of the female inmates for 
passages to Van Diemen land by the ship Travencore which will sail from Plymouth on 23rd 
Inst and from the limited time given to have the outfit necessary for them prepared he 
purchased 500 yards of grey calico for the requisite number of shifts, which are complete and 
prayed the Boards sanction to his so doing: he submitted the following list of articles 
necessary to complete the outfit prescribed by the Colonial Land and Emigration 
Commissioners and requested the Boards attention to same viz: 40 yards calico, 210 yards, 
flannel, 540 yard cotton, 360 yards cashmere and 120 towels. Resolved: That the Master be 



authorised to purchase the above articles required.(Mountbellew Poor Law Union Board of 
Guardian Minutes held in Galway Library Nuns Island). 
  
After the first successful deployment of the ‘Travencore, another list of passengers was 
drawn up and the ‘Palestine’ later set sail from Plymouth on 26 November 1852. Among the 
girls chosen to make that fateful journey to Australia was Mary Dooley. Mary and three other 
girls replaced several girls deemed medically unfit to make the long journey to Australia. 
This is where their life stories begin! They led interesting lives. 
The girls that set sail on the Palestine were: 
ATKINS Marianne 18, BUTLER Mary 19, CARBERRY Elizabeth 20,CARBERRY Mary 18, 
COLDHAN Celia 20, COLEMAN Catherine 16, CONCANNON Biddy 22, CUNNINGHAM 
Catherine 20, CUNNINGHAM Mary 20, DOOLEY Mary 20, EGAN Margaret 18, EGAN 
Martha 18, FITZGERALD Biddy 18, FLANAGAN Mary 18, FLYNN Mary 18, FLYNN Mary 
20,GERAGHTY Mary 21, GLYNN Catherine 18, HANSBERRY Ellen 22, HEAVY Mary 20, 
HUGHES Catherine 18, KILFOYLE Mary 22, KILROY Mary 20, LOWE Marie 19, 
MANNION Mary 24, NEILLE Jane 18,NEILLE Maria 18, NOON Mary 20, STAUNTON 
Biddy 19, TAYLOR Mary 19, TULLY Biddy 21, TULLY Catherine 22. 
  
They travelled over land to Dublin and from there they sailed to Plymouth prior to their 
departure for Australia.  
Mary and the other girls arrived in Western Australia 28 April 1853 after five long and 
probably terrifying months at sea. On arrival, it is believed that Mary found employment as a 
servant with a local hotel proprietor at the ‘Ship Hotel’. Several months later, Mary married. 
  
Aims of Mountbellew Workhouse project 
The aim of this project is:  
Two fold, one tracing the Orphan Girls descendants in Australia and second fold is looking at 
possible descendants of relatives here in the surrounding localities of Mountbellew, Caltra, 
Castleblakeney, Moylough, Newbridge, to name a few in the West of Ireland.  
Our aim once we have collated all the descendants is to reconnect them with their ancestors 
here in the community! We do realise that some of these were classed as orphans, but in 
reality, they did have one parent still living when they left for Australia? 
We plan to have a service in Mountbellew to celebrate their lives, in May 2018 and recognise 
they were not forgotten. They deserve to be remembered in Irish history. 
We have some representatives of the orphan girls already wishing to attend. 
We have made great strides already in Australia, and have managed to connect with quite a 
few of the Orphan girls descendants.  
Of course even to this day, there is still an element of stigma attached to having relatives in 
the Irish Workhouses. 
 
Contact for anyone wishing to assist or comment is through facebook Mountbellew 
Workhouse Cemetery Restoration 
 
Look forward to hearing from you  
 
Regards 
 
Paula 
 


