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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
At the AGM in May your new committee was elected and
the members are shown above. Thanks to the past
committee who soldiered on without a President. We do
however still require someone to look after the afternoon
teas at our monthly meetings. It is not an onerous task
and there is plenty of help to clean up afterwards.
This issue of BTL is a special one with an emphasis on
WW1. There are some excellent articles from Bill Richie,
Val Zilko, Diane Oldman, Peter Conole and myself, all of
whom are members. We also have an article from David
Lydford from Wales and two from the BBC news regarding a WW1 ledger from Folkestone in Kent and a
Memorial Arch that is being erected there. I am visiting
Folkestone in July and staying with my cousin for a few
days, so will get some more information for you on that.
If you are like me and have come up against a blank in
your research, don’t forget to keep trying. The major

search engines like Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family
Search are continually adding records so it is worthwhile
checking every couple of months or so. For example in
Ancestry on the home page if you scroll down until you
reach “What’s happening in Ancestry” then click on “see
all new records” you can then search by country to see
what’s been added recently for your particular country of
interest. Similarly with Find My Past, on the home page
click on “News” and you will be able to see what has
been added recently. At the bottom of that page on the
left hand side is a link to older additions.
It has been encouraging to see so many people turn up
for our Monthly meeting and to hear our interesting
speakers. You can read about them in the various issues
of the BTL.
Peter Godfrey
June 2014

See article on page 10

Brad Argent from ancestry.com.au tells us that Ancestry recently released Fremantle passenger lists 1897-1963,
indexed images and browseable reels. The images and indexes are free to look at.
Diane Oldman tried out her father-in-law's arrival in 1924 on the Orcades. He appears twice - in the index to the
ship's passengers and the actual details on the passenger manifest. The website is - http://search.ancestry.co.uk/
search/db.aspx?dbid=5378.
Diane’s comment - Well done Brad and ancestry team. A great resource for us all.

From BBC News
Germaine Louise Wall (aged 91) from Kent had “armfuls of stuff
that had been in her bedroom 60-odd years.” When looking
through it she discovered that Her father-in-law, John Wall, was injured in the Battle of Neuve
Chapelle. His life was saved by papers and documents he was
carrying in his breast pocket. Germaine saved those documents,
some of which show the damage caused.

2

“Between the Lines” Vol. 19, No. 4

All This, Just for a Few Medals:
A tale of two brothers who went to war
By Diane Oldman
The British Army’s service records of the First World War are few and far between thanks to enemy action in
1940 when a large portion were destroyed or damaged. However, the following article shows that much
information can be drawn from newspapers, regimental histories, war diaries, medal rolls, cemeteries and
memorials to ‘put flesh on the bones’ of your serviceman.
Herbert John Gammons was born on 1 Feb 1894, Beeston Green, Sandy, Bedfordshire. He
worked as an agricultural labourer until he enlisted in the 7th Battalion of the 16th Regiment
of Foot (the Bedfordshires) in September 1914 aged 20. Out of the dozen men who enlisted
at the Victory Cinema on Bedford Road, Sandy that day, half were killed and I do not know
the condition of those who returned. John was one who was killed.
But before that happened, on 1 Sep 1916, John and his fellow soldiers were training at La
Thieuloye, but by 9 Sep were on their way to Thiepval where they would go into action on two
occasions over four days and nights. The morale of the Battalion was extremely high - the
men fought with determination and skill - gained all their allotted objectives and received the
highest praise from their Brigadier, Divisional Command, Corps Commander, Army
Commander and especially congratulated by the G.O.C. Sir D Haig.
In this one action at Thiepval the men of the 7th Bedfordshires were recommended for one
V.C., three D.S.O.s and three M.C.s for the Officers; eight D.C.M.s and 22 M.M.s for the
other ranks. John was one of those who received the Military Medal.
This is an account of the action on the day John was killed,10 Aug 1917. The battalion lost five officers and 279 other
ranks.
Temperature 69 degrees. Clear. Rainfall 1.5 mm. The Capture of Westhoek.
54th Brigade attacked at 4.35 a.m. with two battalions - 11th Royal Fusiliers and 7th Bedfords on a front of 750 yards and
with a 46 minute barrage.
The Fusiliers reached their objectives but a gap of 300 yards separated them from the Bedfords. The attack reached
the German second line on either side of Fitzclarence Farm and along the sunken track at the eastern end of Glencorse
Wood but could not get in touch with the nearby 55 Brigade. At 5 p.m. the Germans started to mass for a counterattack in Polygon and Nonne Boschen Woods. They sent a party of bombers (grenade throwers) down Jargon Trench
and an assault from Inverness Copse under cover of a smoke-screen forced the Fusiliers back to 200 yards east of
Clapham Junction and the line was reinforced with all available men from HQ. This mixed unit successfully fought off
two counter-attacks.
The 7th Bedfords caught the Germans unawares and stormed into Glencorse Wood, sending back a message to HQ at
5.13 p.m. that the wood had been taken. They tried to consolidate but, owing to marshy ground and the mud, only
isolated posts were established. At 9.17 a.m. a message was sent to the effect that they still held the final objective but
that the companies on the right were badly bent back. This was due to the gap between the Bedfords and the Fusiliers.
Counter-attacks from Nonne Boschen Wood were beaten off by artillery. The Germans however, were able to push
through the wood on the right, forcing the Bedfords to Jargon Trench.
Seth Gammons was born on 14 May 1898 at Beeston Green, another agricultural labourer
until he enlisted in the 5th Battalion of the Bedfordshires in November 1914 aged 16½. In May
1915 the battalion left Plymouth for Mudros, Suvla Bay, Egypt and later Palestine but 23 men
were left behind - Seth included. It was about then that Seth switched regiments and joined the
2nd Battalion, City of London Royal Fusiliers. According to letters home, Seth was impatient to
join his brother at the Front, he said he would be just picking over the bones by the time he got
there. His battalion left Southampton on 21 Jan 1917 with 27 officers, 966 other ranks, 64
horses and mules, 8 machine guns, 9 limbers [detachable front of a gun carriage], 4 general
service wagons, 4 field kitchens, 4 carts and 10 bicycles.
Seth went missing in action on 26 Oct 1917. On that day the battalion’s casualties were 39
killed, 193 wounded and 154 missing. One of the companies from this battalion started off with
over 200 men and was left with only 18. This is how Seth’s day went in the 2/2nd Battalion:
Continued on next page
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All This, Just For a Few Medals: (cont’d)
Temperature 48 degrees, overcast. Rainfall 7.8 mm. The Second Battle of Passchendaele.
……… The 2/2nd Londons rose from the mud and began their slow advance, the German machine gunners, secure in
their concrete shelters, opened a brisk fire. Quick as lightning news of the advance was signalled back to the German
gunners, who at once put down a heavy protective barrage. Within three minutes, the advancing troops were enveloped in a curtain of smoke and flames, as shell after shell burst around them. Gaps appeared in their ranks, and little
heaps of dead and wounded marked their progress.
The yielding nature of the ground was all against a straight advance, and made it almost impossible to maintain the
correct alignment for two consecutive yards. The men stumbled and slipped in the stinking slime. They crawled and
scrambled in and out of enormous craters, and struggled to extricate themselves or their comrades from the embrace of
the clinging mud. Many struggled in vain, and were submerged in the mud, from which they could not be rescued for
many hours. More than one disappeared into a shell-hole, never to reappear. Out of the reach of their companions, they
were gradually sucked down to a death, indescribably horrible.
The boys’ mother, Mary Gammons, left a light in the window for Seth’s homecoming for months after he went missing.
She probably never knew what happened on the day he disappeared. The above account was not published until 1929,
when even she must have given up hope of her son’s return. The loss of her only two boys was not the only tragedy in
her life during those years of the war to end all wars. Between 1914 and 1918, Mary would lose her parents, husband,
the two boys and two daughters – all in very different circumstances.

1914-15 STAR. This bronze medal was established in December 1918 and was
issued to a much wider range of recipients than the similar looking 1914 Star. It was
awarded to all who served in any theatre of war against Germany between 5 Aug
1914 and 31 Dec 1915 (except those already eligible for the 1914 Star.) An
estimated 2.4 million of these medals were issued. Only John Gammons received
this medal posthumously because Seth did not serve in a theatre of war until 1917.

BRITISH WAR MEDAL. This silver or bronze medal was awarded to officers and
men of the British Imperial Forces who either entered a theatre of war or entered
service overseas between 5 Aug 1914 and 11 Nov 1918. The obverse depicts the
head of George V. The reverse depicts the mounted figure of St George on horseback trampling the shield of the Central Powers. The recipient’s details were impressed on the rim. Approximately 6.5 million medals were issued.

VICTORY MEDAL. This bronze medal was established in 1919 and awarded to
army, navy and airforce personnel who served in a theatre of war between 5 Aug
1914 and 11 Nov 1918. The medal was awarded to personnel in the British Empire about 5,725,000 were issued. The obverse shows Victory with wings spread and a
palm in her right hand. The reverse has the words ‘The Great War for Civilisation
1914-1919’.

MILITARY MEDAL. This silver medal was established in March 1916 and was the
other ranks equivalent to the Military Cross (MC). The Military Medal was discontinued
in 1933 and since then the Military Cross has been awarded to personnel of all ranks.
The reverse has the words ‘For Valour in the Field’. This is the medal John Gammons
was issued for action at Thiepval.

BRONZE MEMORIAL or NEXT OF KIN PLAQUE. Issued to the next of kin of those in the
British Empire and Dominions who lost their lives during WWI. Each plaque is named in
raised capitals with the deceased’s name but not regiment or service. Of the 1,355,000
plaques distributed only 600 were issued to women and therefore rare: these had the
inscription ‘She died for Freedom and Honour’ in place of ‘He died’. A parchment scroll was
issued with each plaque. John and Seth Gammons were both commemorated with the
issue to their mother. The plaque is sometimes called the ‘Soldier’s Penny’.
4
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MORE ON MEDALS
By Diane Oldman
Resources about Medals
Medal Year Book 2014, John W & Philip Mussell,
Token Publishing Ltd.
Medals: the researcher’s guide, William Spencer,
National Archives.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/medals.htm
http://www.britishmedals.us/kevin/intro.html.

Pip, Squeak and Wilfred
When I was a wee lass, I was invariably given the Pip,
Squeak and Wilfred Annual for Christmas. The annuals
followed the theme of the Daily Mirror comic strip written
by Bertram J Lamb (Uncle Dick) and drawn by cartoonist
Austin Bowen Payne (A B Payne). Pip was the dog,
Squeak the penguin and Wilfred the young rabbit. It is
believed that A B Payne’s batman during World War I
was nicknamed ’Pipsqueak’, hence the names of the
dog and penguin. The publication of this popular comic
strip coincided with the issue of the World War I medals.
For some reason the three names, Pip, Squeak and
Wilfred were applied to the three campaign medals
being issued.
Mutt and Jeff
In a similar fashion, when only the British War Medal
and Victory Medal are on display together, they are
known as ‘Mutt and Jeff’.

From ancestry card catalog
UK, Military Campaign Medal and Award Rolls,
1793-1949.
UK, Naval Medal and Award Rolls, 1793-1972.
British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920.
UK, Citations of the Distinguished Conduct Medal,
1914-1920.
From findmypast list all records
WW1 Campaign Medals to the Royal Marines
1914-1920.
Royal Regiment of Artillery from WWI to the Falklands
War.
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Medal Roll.
Royal Navy Officers Medal Roll, 1914-1920.
WWI Distinguished Conduct Medal Citations.
Trench map showing the before and after front lines
from the storming of Thiepval villlage

Current Values
1914-15 Star
£25-£55
British War Medal (silver)
£20-£30
British War Medal (bronze)
£90-£125
Victory Medal
£10-£20
1914-15 Star/BMW/Victory Trio
From £80
Military Medal
£350-£450
Bronze Memorial Plaque “he died”
From £50
“she died” From £2500
Parchment Scroll (male)
From £25
Parchment Scroll (female)
From £800
Source: Medal Year Book 2014

Wills of Scottish Soldiers Killed in WWI to be Made Available Online .
From ScotlandsPeople website
The wills of 26,000 Scottish soldiers who died in the Great War are now available online for the first time as part of
centenary commemorations marking the outbreak of WWI. Among the 26,000 individual wills are 2,584 from the
Gordon Highlanders, including those of Privates Alexander Craig and John Wood from Portlethen, just two of about
9,500 men who died during the conflict.
During WW1, when a will was processed by military authorities it was sent to the Commissary Office in Edinburgh to be
preserved in the National Records of Scotland. During 2014, the last wishes of 26,000 fallen Scottish First World War
soldiers will be made available online by the National Records of Scotland.
Privates Alexander Craig and John Wood were both born in Portlethen into fishing families, but when war broke out in
August 1914 it was the army that they joined, along with many other men of this coastal community.
Wood served in the 1/5th Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders, while Craig was in the 1/7th Battalion along with many
men from the district. In autumn 1916 these two battalions formed part of the 51st Highland Division, tasked with the
capture of part of the German lines at Beaumont Hamel in the final phase of the Battle of the Somme.
“Between the Lines” Vol. 19, No. 4
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A Dorset Boy
By David K Lydford, Anglesea, U.K.
Harold Lydford was born in 1895, a carpenters son, in the
small market town of Gillingham in the county of Dorset,
England. In his infancy and school years he lived with his
parents Frank and Gertrude and his three siblings
Florence, Ernest and Reginald at 99 Wyke Street, just
outside of the town centre.
Having left school Harold found employment as an
assistant in the boiler construction shop of Charles
Harcourt, in the nearby village of Bourton. Mr. Harcourt
was in his 60s with a wife and four grown up children who
had flown the nest. He took Harold under his roof as a
boarder and here he stayed until the outbreak of the First
World War, when at 19 years of age, his life would change
forever.
Harold, like many of his friends, joined the local territorial
regiment, The Dorsetshires, and found himself in the 1/4th
Battalion Territorial Force.
The 1/4th Battalion embarked from Southampton on 9th
October 1914 and sailed to Bombay (now Mumbai), India.
In February 1916 they sailed to Basra in Mesopotamia
(now Iraq) becoming part of the 42nd Brigade which
transferred in May 1916 to become part of the 15th Indian
Division.

Engineers built a bridge across the Euphrates south of
Ramadi in order to trick the Turks into thinking that the
attack would take place along the North bank of the river,
rather than as before across the desert using the Ford
vans.
At 1300 hrs. on 28th September 1917 the 1/5th and 2/5th
Gurkhas advanced up the ridge towards Ramadi with
Harold and his comrades in the 1/4th Dorsetshires ordered
to advance behind them.
An observer described the action:
“This low, pebbly rise is perfectly smooth, a long and
gentle gradient, a bare seventeen feet above plain level. It
offered no cover of any kind, and our infantry became
visible to the Turks a full two hundred yards before they
reached the top of the rise. As soon as they came into
view the enemy opened a concentrated rifle and machine
gun fire on our front and from our right flank, while their
guns, which were perfectly registered, opened intense
enfilade fire from the batteries on our left. The Gurkhas
and Dorsets hung on to the position.”
By 1335 hrs. the Gurkhas were on top of the ridge but
took over 100 casualties, and the Dorsets were brought in
to plug the gaps. The Turks
continued to rain fire down on
the ridge and at last light the
decision was made to
withdraw for the night. During
their time on Ramadi Ridge
the Dorsets lost two Officers
and 19 men, one of whom
was 22 year old Harold
Lydford.

The Battalion found itself fighting
alongside Indian troops against
Turkish troops supported by
various Arab groups. The main
reason for their involvement in this
region was to secure oil supplies
from neighbouring Persia (now
Iran), as they were required to fuel
the British Fleet. Having been
successful in taking Basra the
Battalion found itself amongst
Ramadi was finally taken the
groups that moved further into
following morning with 3456
Mesopotamia and having to deal
prisoners being taken.
An 18pounder in Mesopotamia
with the fierce heat and cold nights, along with
fever caused by insect bites. Having been successful in Private 200820 Harold W Lydford lies buried in the
actions along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, Baghdad (North
allowed for relatively easy supply and support by Gate), Grave reference IX.D.7.
gunships, Lt. General Sir Frederick Stanley Maude who
was in command, decided to break from tradition and to Harold Lydford was my Great Grandfather’s brother’s son.
make an attempt to surround the Turkish forces defending
the city of Ramadi from the direction of the desert. In order References:
to cross the intervening desert he decided to transport the
troops using a fleet of 127 Ford vans.
First World War veteran Mr. Fred Goff recalls his
experiences during the Battle of Ramadi, 1917, in what
The first battle for Ramadi started on 8th July 1917. The was then known as Mesopotamia (modern Iraq). He was
Turkish troops proved far more resistant than expected also a private in the 4th Dorsetshire Territorials, in which
and the infantry found itself pinned down by artillery fire. A he had volunteered for a few weeks before the outbreak of
dust storm then blew in which affected communications war. He served in Mesopotamia from 1916-19. He may
and hampered artillery observation. As temperatures rose well have known Harold Lydford.
heat exhaustion added to the mounting casualties with
temperatures rising to 160f in the sun. Having lost 566 More Information on the battle of Ramadi:
men, 321 to heat exhaustion, the British withdrew under www.kaiserscross.com/304501/304522.html
cover of night.
www.firstworldwar.com/battles/ramadi.htm
Two months later with the heat of summer abating Lt.
General Maude ordered another attack on Ramadi. The
6
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'Unique' WW1 ledger from Folkestone published online
from BBC News, England
Relatives of more than 40,000 people who passed through Folkestone on their way to war in France between 1915
and 1919 can now search for their names.
Eight visitors’ books were kept at the Harbour Canteen and signed by some of the soldiers, nurses and others who
passed through. The pages have all been scanned and the details transcribed by volunteers. The 42,000 names in
the books include Winston Churchill, David Lloyd George and Arthur Conan Doyle.
The pages were scanned by Kent County Council, who made them available to the charity Step Short on the condition
that the public could have free access. Step Short was set up to educate children in Folkestone about the role of the
town in World War One.

David Lloyd George and Winston Churchill are among the
42,000 people who signed the guest book

The Harbour Canteen was staffed by volunteers and
and the guest book was on a table beneath the flags

'Unique record'
Folkestone Harbour cafe was used by soldiers about to make the crossing to, and those coming from, Boulogne. The
route was the main passage used by soldiers returning home on leave or returning to the fronts. Free tea, cakes and
buns were provided to those passing through and the station was staffed by volunteers including two sisters, Florence
and Margaret Jeffrey, who started the guest books.
A team of volunteers from Step Short spent an estimated 10,000 hours cataloguing the entries from the eight visitor
books. The first name was entered on 9 June 1915 and the last on 29 October 1919. Volunteers had more than
3,000 pages of names, ranks and other details to transcribe. Mark Simmons, from Step Short, describes it as "a
unique record".

OBEs
As one of the volunteers on the project he said it took several months, working several hours each day on his
commute to London, to transcribe one book. "The privates' names were easier to read as they would write their
names, whereas the officers would tend to use signatures rather than print their names." He said millions of soldiers
would have passed through the town on their way to and from war. "The books hold the names of a very small
proportion of those soldiers," Mr Simmons explained.
The Jeffrey sisters were both later awarded OBEs for their work in the Harbour Canteen.
Access to the images online is free, and members of Step Short will be able to use the database to search for names.
Membership costs £10.
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Folkestone Memorial Arch to WWI troops
This memorial arch will be placed at the top of the hill
leading down to the Road of Remembrance in Folkestone.
For many of the millions of servicemen making their way to
the trenches of World War I Folkestone was the last part of
Britain they stepped foot on.
The steep downhill road in Folkestone, now named Road of
Remembrance, led to the boats waiting to take the troops
across to France.
As part of plans to mark the centenary of the outbreak of
the war an arch will be built at the top of the hill. It is part of
a project by charity Step Short, which is named after the order given to the marching men to shorten their stride as they
went down the hill to board the waiting boats in the harbour, bound for France.
Folkestone was used to transport an estimated 10 million
troops from across the world, over the English Channel to
Europe.
Paul Emden, from Step Short, said: "'Step short' was the
order given to the soldiers because the hill was so steep
that they had to shorten their step, otherwise you would
have found 100 people crashing into the people at the
bottom.
A temporary arch was built across the road in the 1930s.
The new arch would also encompass a statue of an infantry
soldier under its northern side.
Philip Gearing, who is the project's architect, said: "This is an international monument. People who came here were
from Asia, Africa, North America and Australia - so I tried to think of a shape that was relevant and applicable to all
those people."

HULKS THAT PASS IN THE NIGHT
How my William and John Wiseman’s William nearly met!
By Diane Oldman

As soon as I read John Wiseman’s article about the stain on his birthright (Now I’m a Real Australian, March 2014
edition of BTL), I rushed to my own family history files.
John’s William Jude boarded the prison hulk Justitia in October 1833 after being sentenced to 14 years transportation
for stealing a cart. This was a paltry crime compared to MY William’s (Albone) who had been sentenced to death,
commuted to transportation for life for violent assault with intent to kill and murder. William boarded the Justitia in
June 1833 a mere four months before Jude. Now that the sea lanes to Australia were clear of inconvenient shipping
(i.e. the activities of the Napoleonic Wars), the transfers from hulk to convict ship were fairly swift. William Albone left
Downs (Kent) on 25th August 1833 bound for Port Jackson, NSW—before William Jude got banged up.
I thought perhaps the readers—and John, if he doesn’t already know—would like a
brief history of the hulk.
The Justitia was a 260 ton prison hulk originally moored in the Thames between
Galleons Reach and Barking Reach. She had been moored there since at least
November 1776 when an escape was made by five prisoners who were soon caught.
The Justitia formerly belonged to Duncan Campbell who was appointed to supervise
the work of the convicts and provided his own hulk. Whether this is the same vessel
to which the two Williams were delivered is in doubt since I have found the following
information: Justitia (1830-1855) was originally launched as an East Indiaman named
Admiral Rainier. The Admiralty purchased her in 1804 to use as a 50-gun Fourth
Rate, and named her HMS Hindostan; she was converted into a 20-gun store ship in
1811. She was renamed again in 1819 as Dolphin, and once more in 1830 as
Justitia, when she became a prison hulk. She was finally sold in 1855.

Interior of a Hulk

More research needed perhaps, John?
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MY FATHER’S DIARY
Some Diary Entries from my father. He served in the
Australian Army Medical Corps and later in a number of
Light Horse units reaching the rank of Warrant Officer.
WALTER ROBERT RITCHIE was born on the 15 October
1883, at Broomfield, a mining community outside Ballarat,
Victoria. At about age sixteen (16) he accompanied two
sisters to Western Australia to join his eldest brother,
William, prospecting on the goldfields in the area around
Southern Cross.
The following are extracts from Walter’s diaries for 1915
and 1916. On a page at the front of the first diary it states
“W R Ritchie 2437, AAMC 2nd SP???? Hospital. AIEF”.
1 March left Kalgoorlie for Blackboy Camp and 2 March
arrived Blackboy Camp. (My father was an excellent shot
and very able horseman and believes his age (28) saw
him sent to be a medical orderly.) On 3 March leave
Perth. On 4th March 1915 arrive in some place called
Rockingham. ????? (doesn’t fate act in funny ways for his
son.) He details ..the days as start work, Physical Drill,
Hospital Work, Fatique. On Saturday 6
March we went fishing and caught two
whiting. (The rest of his time in Rockingham was similar except for a short
spell in hospital with a leg problem.
Throughout the diary there are many
mentions about food or lack of it and its
quality.)
On Monday, 18 April 1915, sailed from
Fremantle in the “Argyllshire” for the
Middle East. (He records some of the
activities on board such as Boxing, cock
fighting and playing poker. He records
when a horse or two died and how a
signaller fell down the hold. Also how
he was on Latrine duty often. He
records the fine weather by day and the
rain squalls at night and every day comments on the
heat.)
On 10 May passed Aden and arrived Suez on 13 May. It
was a long hot rail trip to Cairo and of Arabs selling
oranges and lousy mulberries and rotten lemonade. (On
arrival in Cairo no one seemed to know them and they
were forced to buy their own tucker.) Explored Cairo and
pyramids. Boiling billy amid myriad of flys and how dirty
the place was. (Became a batman and was getting into
his job but found it hard to be a “Mary Ann”.)
His entry for 8 June reveals a busy day with wounded
coming in altogether about 800 men. The last train were
Tommies with slight wounds and dysentry. (He records
the usual daily activities whilst waiting and wishing to get
to the front.)
On 5 August he remarks received orders to join our unit
with what feelings can be well imaged got everything
ready in double quick time. Packed Dr Lovegroves things
he being ordered to Suez Embarkation Officer. (On 7
August they said their goodbyes and 31 personnel from
the AMC left for Alexandria.) He describes his time in
Alexandria tucker is catch as catch can, and camped in a
storeman’s camp and enjoyed a few ices and a decent
feed in Alexandria. Adjutant doesn’t pay on Sundays and
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By Bill Ritchie

there is delay in being paid and having some money to
buy food in town.
On 10 August sailed out for the front about 6 0’clock and
observed Tommies off Royal Edward out on a route
march. Next day they were torpedoed 1600 drowned a lot
of RAMC men. On the 12th still on ocean and same old
tucker murder. (They can’t enter Lemnos that night due to
mine threat. He remarks they were only two hours ahead
of ???)
On 13 August got to Lemmos early this morning. Lovely
little harbour and ships in abundance plenty, particularly
French ships. He then records Changed to “Redbreast”
and we nearly had to go ashore. Just heard we are to go
to Gallipoli hureah ?? Sneaked up at night to Anzac so
heard bombardment of Cape Helles.
14 August saw Bert (Gilbert) & boys in trenches had 4
narrow escapes from machine guns & this was dinkum,
won’t forget this part of it so needn’t write it down. Have to
go back tomorrow. (This comment is that he went to see
his mates from Kalgoorlie who would have
been in the 10th Light Horse.)
(Walter was awarded an Anzac “A” that those
who were at Gallopili wore on their sleeve.) On
August 15 went to Hospital ship then on tug to
another big boat “Scoahan” then sailed for
Lemmos moving at night. 16 August Monday
received letters & many papers. Arrived back
at Lemmos early morning. Found Hospital had
shifted so rowed to other side of harbour &
carried our packs & arrived at our destination
after nearly 5 months had a decent tea and
slept well. Saw Dr Lalley and many boys from
Kal. (Lalley’s were family friends when I was a
boy.)
I have moved on from his time in Lemmos to
17 January 1916 when the unit sailed from Lemmos back
to Egypt. There are several comments on ability of
Officers at front and elsewhere and on Tommies being
accumulators of other people’s possessions. He does
remark that some seem to want to come to Australia when
the war is over.
21 January Lying in harbour expecting to go ashore. All
sorts of rumours where we are to go ranging from Metz,
Tel-el-Kebir to Cairo, Suez & Khartoom. Pulled alongside. No leave till late. Bill Gray 1st off. (Note I was
christened Bill Gray Ritchie after this Bill Gray.) Had me
on defaulters sheet but they missed. I was in bed lying
down. Went ashore had a good time. A lot of chaps broke
leave. Hell to pay tomorrow I expect, saw Jack Wilson.
He comments on missing leave but discovered I was on
ship.
26 January he records about the journey After all that
arrived safe at Tel-El-Kebir at 3am. Partly unloaded then
told to sleep till 6am. Fatique party of two to unload us.
Awful sleep cold as hell & rained a little.
My father was later transferred to the 3rd Light Horse
Regiment and served in the Sinai and on to Damascus.
He told my sister he was at the Charge at Beersheba. He
was not a Charger but followed up the Charge in the Meat
Wagons as a medical orderly.
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JOHN ALEXANDER SPENCE Sgt. 3400 DCM & MM.
52nd Battalion A.I.F.
By Val Zilko
Great-uncle John Alexander Spence was born in Fremantle 2 nd July 1893. In
1912 he joined the fledgling Australian Navy as a Stoker and was posted to
H.M.A.S. Australia. He was on this ship when it sailed at the head of the
convoy into Sydney Harbour in 1913.
At the outbreak of WW1, his ship was sent to German New Guinea where he
saw conflict with the enemy and received a gunshot wound to his hand. This
required him to be returned to Australia and the Naval doctors considered him
unfit for further Naval service.
Not to be discouraged, when his hand healed he decided to join the AIF,
which he did on the 2nd August 1915. He was posted to the 52nd Battalion and
embarked on the “Benalla” for the Western Front on the 1st November 1915.
He was promoted to Lance Corporal on the 1st June 1916 and three months
later on the 9th September was promoted to Corporal. Later that day his
battalion was involved in a conflict with the Germans. All the officers in this
patrol were killed and John was promoted in the field to Sergeant and led the
patrol back to safety.
His mother Lucy received a photo from him which had a very sober message
written on the back.
“Somewhere in France. 3/1/17.
Dear Mother, Just a few lines in answer to your very welcome letter which I received today. I was pleased to hear from
you as I missed one mail on account of the mail getting sunk. Well, mother this photo is what is left of our
reinforcements that left with me, there is only eleven left out of the seventy which left. My hand is quite well again now
but the cold troubles it at times but I expect I will get over that before long. Well, mother dear, I will close with love to
all. Your loving son, John X X X X X”.
In June 1917 he was transferred to the 13th Tunnel Company. He became part of the famous Australian company that
was involved in the blowing up of Messines Ridge that had been a huge obstacle to the Allies advance into the German
lines. It was at Messines Ridge he was to be awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. The following was printed in
the London Gazette on the 24th August 1917.
“His Majesty, the King has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal to the
undermentioned non-commissioned officer for the acts of gallantry and devotion to duty in the field.
No. 3400 Sergeant J.A. Spence.
For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led his men to the attack with great courage, capturing two enemy
field guns and killing the crews. He afterwards displayed great fearlessness in patrolling under machine-gunfire, and
worked with great energy during consolidation.”
John returned to the 52nd Battalion after Messines Ridge and became part of the contingent that was to advance to
Villers Bretonneux. His patrol became involved with the enemy at Dernancourt, a village near Villers and it was here he
was awarded the Military Medal on the 6th May 1918.
From the Australian Army Records – Sergeant John Alexander Spence 3400 DCM. For most conspicuous bravery and
devotion to duty at Dernancourt on the 6th April 1918.
At daybreak, when leading a patrol, he came in touch with the enemy and returned with valuable information of an
assembly for an attack. Later during the attack he showed great courage, engaging the enemy at close quarters. After
the Coy. had been forced to withdraw, he led a party into a forward position and did excellent work, inflicting heavy
casualties on the enemy. By his personal example and good leadership he continually rallied his men to greater
efforts.
This was promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No 191 on the 12 th December 1918.
It was during this skirmish with the enemy that John was badly injured. He had captured four German soldiers and one
Officer. While marching them back to the Allied lines the Officer grabbed one of the patrol member’s gun and turned it
on John and fired three shots which smashed his hip, but despite his injuries he managed to bring the Officer down with
a revolver shot.
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John Alexander Spence (cont’d)
On the 30th April he was repatriated to England and admitted to the Alexandria Hospital at Cosham. He did not return to
the western front as his injuries were too severe. He returned to Australia on board the Somalia arriving home on the
21st December 1919.
Before joining the forces he was a prominent amateur boxer, a pupil of the renowned heavyweight Bill Doherty.
During WW1 he won the Army lightweight championship, competing against professionals as well as amateurs. He
defended the title successfully for three successive years. On his discharge from the Army he fought under the name of
Sonny Kidson. He also turned to coaching and had remarkable success having coached the Army and Navy boxing
teams.
John died on the 20th November 1962 at Hollywood Repat. Hospital – he was 69 years of age.
The Australian Army honoured him with a beautiful bronze plaque. This was placed on his grave in Fremantle
Cemetery. It reads:
3400 Sergeant
J.A. Spence. DCM., MM.
52nd Battalion.
th
20 November, 1962 Age 69
Dearly loved husband of Edith.
Step-father of Norman & Ken.
Sadly Missed.
His medals are on display in the
Army Museum in Fremantle.
Although showing as Warrant Officer
Spence, he only held that rank for a
very short while in the field before
reverting back to the rank of Sergeant.

SOMETHING IN A NAME
By Peter Conole
The name in question is that of this writer’s father, Frank
Conole. Why Frank, rather than Francis, the more usual
formal version that turns up on birth certificates? The
name must have seemed a little quirky at the time and it
had already been given to a member of his mother’s
family – a World War 1 soldier. He was Private George
David Frank Anderson (No 5293) of the 28th Battalion of
Infantry, 1st AIF. The Anderson family called him simply
‘son’, ‘sonny’ or ‘Frank’; it is obvious that nephew Frank
Conole received his personal name as a way of honouring
an uncle’s services in war.
The Andersons arrived in Australia by way of what may be
a common winding road – that of social decline.
Current research indicates they were a dour Scottish Presbyterian family in origin, descended from James Anderson of
County Fife. His son Alexander Anderson (1682-1721)
graduated from Edinburgh University and then served as
the local minister of the town of Kilrenny. His numerous
descendants flourished for some time as burgesses and
landowners.
However the Andersons tended to have large families,
which meant that in the long term younger sons and their
offspring were likely to have trouble maintaining status. By
the 1840s Robert Strachan Anderson (1829-1881) was
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working as a farm servant near Dunfermline. He married
Agnes Howieson there in 1849 and after starting a family
the couple moved to Australia in 1868.
Their oldest son David Howieson Anderson, a farmer at
Gawler in South Australia, married Mary Jane Harker in
1879. They were the parents of several children, including
soldier sons George David Frank (henceforth ‘Frank’)
Anderson and John Albert Ellis (henceforth ‘John’) Anderson. One daughter was Agnes Ethel Maude Anderson,
who in the early 1900s moved from Gawler to WA to find
work. Soon afterwards she met and married Luke Conole
in 1903. Luke was this writer’s paternal grandfather, a
skilled carpenter who until late in 1904 was employed in a
supervisory capacity during the final stages of the building
of His Majesty’s Theatre in Perth.
Afterwards the young couple moved to and from South
Australia as the tides of employment took them, finally
settling in the west when Luke Conole joined the WA
Police. Frank Anderson (born at Gawler in South Australia
on April 26, 1884) may have come with his sister and
brother-in-law when they decided to move permanently to
WA.
Continued on page 12
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Something in a Name (cont’d)
He was an iron moulder by trade, which opened up a lot of
prospects. Frank married Doris Stodart in Perth in 1911.
He probably volunteered quickly when war broke out in
1914 but did not join the 1st AIF straight away. He served
in the Military Police outfit, which in the early period of the
war was in a fairly ramshackle state. It may well be that
brother-in-law Constable Luke Conole influenced his
decision to try and help out with urgently needed law
enforcement work among the various battalions in training
at Blackboy Hill.
It is probable that the fate of Frank’s younger brother John
Anderson influenced the former’s decision to demand a
chance at active service. John (born at Gawler in March
1893) worked as a farm labourer in South Australia and
joined up quickly, enlisting as a private in the 10th Battalion
of Infantry (number 686) on August 28, 1914. The unit
embarked for the Middle East in October. John served at
Gallipoli from the time of the first landing – Anzac Day,
April 25, 1915. His battalion was in the thick of the fighting
and penetrated further inland than any another unit. John
is known to have been a very good shot and operated as
a sniper. On July 26, 1915 John was looking through a
trench loophole to try and find a target when a shell burst
a few yards in front of him. He suffered no obvious and
massive injury but later noticed serious trouble with his
eyesight. The medical diagnosis was permanent damage
because of a blow to the right eyeball.
John was invalided back to Australia and discharged from
the Army in March, 1916. He was given a Military Pension
because of the severe disability and also received the
standard decorations: the 1914/1915 Star, the British War
Medal and the Victory Medal. He remained in South
Australia and moved to Adelaide, where he married Olive
Kimber in 1923. John Anderson died in January 1966; it is
not known if he and Olive left descendants.
Brother Frank Anderson had already made his move
before the injured John arrived home. He enlisted on
February 7, 1916 and found a place in the 28th Battalion,

thus forfeiting any chance of advancement in the reformed
and very effective Australian Army Provost Corps that
came into existence in April of that year.
Frank left for France on the ‘Militiades’ in August 1916. He
won promotion to the temporary or acting rank of sergeant
or corporal several times, but did not have a lucky war. He
did the hard yards in Flanders and was ill with trench fever
in early 1917. Frank was severely injured for the first time
(shrapnel wound in the neck) on September 20, during the
battle of the Menin Road, which was a great success for
the 1st AIF. After recovering he took ‘French leave’ in a
very real sense by holidaying in the port city of Boulogne
during February 1918. The Provost Corps men (former
friends among them?) soon put an end to his frolics and
Frank spent a week in the lock-up before returning to duty.
Of course, he had now blown any chance of
substantive promotion.
The second serious wound – a bullet in the left leg – was
acquired on June 9, 1918 during the final stages of the
last great German offensive. From late June Frank spent
quite a lot of time in the military hospital at Cheltenham,
England. He was invalided back to Australia on the
‘Dimboola’ in November 1918 and discharged on March
11, 1919. He too received the World War 1 trio: the
1914/1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory
Medal.
Frank and Doris moved back to South Australia after the
war and, like younger brother John and his wife,
eventually moved to Adelaide. They were the parents of a
son and four daughters. Frank Anderson died in the
Adelaide suburb of Plymton on August 28, 1974 at the
age of 90. As is often the way of things, time and distance
often breaks family bonds and few contacts, if any, have
been maintained between WA and South Australian
relatives. There must have been something about George
David Frank Anderson that won him high regard from both
his sister and brother-in-law, causing them to abandon
tradition and choose the unusual ‘Frank’ as the sole
personal name for their second son.

28th Battalion Field Hospital, England

12

“Between the Lines” Vol. 19, No. 4

The story of Frederick PERKENFELDT
By Peter Godfrey
I’m sure that most of you have heard how the German
inhabitants of Australia were persecuted during the first
and second world wars. There were also German men
who went to war on behalf of the Commonwealth of
Australia. Here is the story of one of them. The story
emerged when I was asked by a friend to look into the
family tree of her children.
She started off by asking if I could look for a Henry
Perkenfeldt who lived in New South Wales, was born in
Germany in 1845, and came to Australia sometime before
1873, when he married a Helen Scott. This record was not
hard to find and I also found that he died in July 1887 from
injuries received while working on the SS Tasmania that
was anchored in Sydney harbour. Henry and Helen had 8
children, one of whom was a Frederick Patrick born in
1883 in Sydney.
Frederick enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 8
February 1915 at Lismore for the duration of WW1 and
four months thereafter, (subject to certain conditions). He
embarked for England from Brisbane on the ship
“Aeneas” on 29 June 1915 and was sent to Tel El Kabir in
Egypt, which was a training camp for the 1st AIF. This
place was described by an Australian soldier in 1916 as “a
very dirty little place with a few dirty shops in it”.

rest of the 25th Battalion, to Boulogne prior to making his
way to Armentieres. It was here that he received a gun
shot wound to his left jaw in May 1916.
He left for England on 29 June 1916 and after attending
many hospitals in England and suffering greatly from the
pain, he developed a cancer (epithilioma) at the site of the
wound. His service record indicates that he lost a large
portion of his left face because of this and the gun shot
wound.
He eventually embarked on the New Zealand hospital
ship “Marama” on 31 August 1916 and left Southampton
to return to Australia. The ship arrived in Port Melbourne
on 17 October 1916 and he died of the cancer on 4
December 1916.
His records indicate that he was awarded The 1914/15
Star, The British War Medal, and The Victory Medal and is
also honoured on the Memorial Scroll at the War
Memorial in Canberra.

He joined the British Expeditionary Force at Alexandria on
14 March 1916 and arrived in Marseilles, France on the
19 March 1916. From there he made his way, with the

The scroll has the following words imprinted on it:
"He whom this scroll commemorates was
numbered among those who, at the call of King and
Country, left all that was dear to them, endured hardness, faced danger, and finally passed out of the
sight of men by the path of duty and self-sacrifice,
giving up their own lives that others might live in
freedom. Let those that come after see that his name
is not forgotten".
It also has a message from the then King:
"I join with my grateful people in sending you
this memorial of a brave life given for others in the
Great War”.
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His wife Zenobia Davies received these posthumous
awards on his behalf in February 1923, some 7 years
after his death because she had changed address and
was difficult to locate. She was awarded a pension of £2
per fortnight.
So here was a man born of German parents who enlisted
to fight for Australia in WW1 and, as you can see, spent
little time at the front because of a major wound and
subsequent cancer, and who died only two months after
returning home. Why did we vilify him and others like him
I wonder? Have we learnt from that?
References:
Ancestry.com.au
National Archives service record of F. Perkenfeldt.
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LIBRARY MATTERS
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari
Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

Speakers’ Corner
Our April speaker was Richard Offen who comes to us
via many years professional life in England, America and
Europe, and is an expert in his field. His talk is Perth’s
Building Heritage and he is adamant that we don’t let
anyone tell us that Perth has no heritage buildings left in
its city centre, and who suggest
most of the older buildings were
demolished in the 1960s and 70s
to make way for the ‘concrete
giants’ which now dominate the
city skyline. It’s simply not true!
Whilst it is true many of our older
buildings have gone, there are
still plenty left, most of which go
totally unnoticed.
Richard touched on the history
of some of Perth’s superb wealth
of heritage buildings, telling the story of their birth and
people behind their creation. From the city’s oldest
standing building, the Old Court House to treasures such
as His Majesty’s Theatre, Richard demonstrated how
important these places are to the creation of Perth’s
unique ‘sense of place.’

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:
Eleanor Harmer
Marguerita Sully
Donelle Zaurs
Reg Parker
Peggy Gold

Robert Berry
Malcolm Venn
Sandra Parker
Patricia Barber
Terry Kenworthy

Useful Websites
http://crimeanvetswa.wags.org.au - Diane Oldman’s
website researching Crimean veterans who came to
Western Australia
www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-kent-25947649 - for
Folkestone story
www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-22892729 - for
Folkestone Memorial Arch information
www.bbc.com/news/uk-25824947 - Germaine Wall’s
story and others
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk - their home site
If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so
that all of our members can benefit.

The Ode
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them."
Written by Lawrence Binyon
Part of his poem ‘For the Fallen’
First published in The Times on 21 September 1914

***************************
Lesley Sylvester and Mike Murray gave an excellent
overview at the May meeting on their work as
Conveners of the WAGS Special Interest Group London
and South of England Group.
They brought up on the
screen the WAGS home
page and showed how to
access the SIGS page,
and from there how to get
into the London and South
of England page, with its
information on the 28
Counties covered by this
site. Each County has seven headings of places to look
for different information. No. 5 is Parish Registers and
Lesley and Mike recommend looking at Hugh Wallis’s
site and FreeReg for additional information on the
Registers. There were many questions during and after
their talk and much interest was shown in the Special
Interest Group itself.
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General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to attend
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for: July, August, September.

Jul. 5th

Audrey Holland

Why Convicts
Were Brought to
Western Australia

Aug. 2nd

Wilma Mann

Harnessing Voices

Sep. 6th

Hamish McGlashan

Early Kimberley
Explorers and
Settlements
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