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Please note that Liz. Rushton has moved away and therefore resigned her position as
Website Administrator at the January meeting. Terri Lo Presti has taken on the position
and will ‘give it a go’. If there are any hiccups while she gets used to it I am sure we will
all be patient .

A Message from the President
WWI Information
Do you have an Australian ancestor who enlisted in the
forces for WW1? If you did and want to know more about
him then his and many others service records are held at
the National Archives in Canberra. Their website is:
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/search/, and is very easy
to search by entering the person‘s name in the box at the
top right of the page. You will be presented with “hits” and
it is then up to you to determine which is the one you need
by clicking on the icon under the heading “digitised item”.
If you have a service number this helps immensely.
I had an occasion recently to do a search for a friend and
nothing could have been simpler. A quick search of the
site revealed this particular service record of 20 pages.
You can then click through the whole record and print off
pages required or, by clicking on “details report”, you will
be directed to a summary page with a further button to
order a copy of the record. This currently is $29.90 and
takes about a week to arrive.
Library News

We now have a new library up and running with new
computers, monitors, keyboards and mouse in operation.
We had the Mayor attend, together with the local press,
and he officially “opened” the new premises. There was
an article in the Telegraph that you may have seen, so of
late we are getting some good publicity. Thanks all on the
committee who made this possible. We now have
windows 8.1 running and it is a good deal faster than XP
or Vista.
Our AGM is approaching and we are in need of some new
committee members. These tasks are far from arduous
and we cannot always rely on those who have performed
them in the past to continue indefinitely. If you can give
about 1 to 2 hours a month we would like to hear from
you. Please don’t sit back and say someone else is better
than me, give it go - Genealogy is fun.

From the Diary of Private Murray's Journey or
How the ANZACs Came Into Being
"Things have much changed with Lt. Gen. Birdwood's arrival, the biggest being we
are now a single Corps with the New Zealand force - The Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps (A. & N.Z.A.C.). We have also changed structure of our own
force, namely the Batts. now have only four Coys., with the men of the other four
distributed between the remaining. The lads and I remain in C Coy but the
Sections go from12 to 20."
2 Australian General Hospital, Mena House, Egypt.

ANCESTRY RECORDS – There are now some Gloucestershire records on-line, provided in
association with Gloucestershire Archives. Go to www.ancestry.com
UK WILLS AND PROBATE GO ONLINE
The UK government has recently made available Wills and Probate records going back 20 years.
You can access this service at the following website.

https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk/#wills
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR RE PORTLAND PRISON

By Diane Oldman
http://crimeanvetswa.wags.org.au/
(Hold mouse over websites, press Ctrl and click mouse to access)

Graham Bown’s presentation to the Society in February 2015 was of great interest to me since so many of
the court martialled British Army veterans of the Crimean War would have had their last glimpse of ‘Blighty’
as their ship left Portland bound for Western Australia.
I first met Graham more than 20 years ago when he facilitated a workshop about emerging computer
databases, citing as an example the work being done on AGCI (Australian Genealogical Computer Index).
Peter Bennett, George Earnshaw and I travelled together to listen to this vision of the future of genealogical
records. Since then Graham has been a ‘regular’ at our Society meetings, his specialty being talks on
convicts, their prisons and their transports.
Between 1850 and 1868, 43 ships transported convicts to our shores. Most left from ports in England (15
from Portland), but others took on their human cargo in Singapore, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras etc.
Originally a ‘free’ colony, WA opted for transportation as a means of solving its labour problem. But do not
be fooled, not all WA convicts were artisans and tradesmen who had been misunderstood by the criminal
justice system! To date I have discovered over 350 court martialled soldiers whose crimes ranged from
theft, desertion, assault, buggery and rape, right up to manslaughter and murder.
As the WA convict records rarely show a soldier’s former regiment, I have had to resort to acquiring prison
records to determine this information. Some convicts were shifted up to half-a-dozen times before leaving
England and this requires a great deal of research before I am fortunate enough to discover a man’s
regiment. I have been greatly assisted in my task by Bevan Carter and Marcia Watson who have been
generously sharing their work on prison records.
I have identified a number of Crimean War veterans whose last ‘home’ in England was Portland Prison. I
haven’t yet written a narrative for all of them; but in the fullness of time their stories will appear on my
website. In the meantime, here are some examples:
William Balmer charged with theft and violence to a superior officer, sentenced to 14 years, arrived
in 1858. Portland Prisoner #7338 incarcerated at Portland 21 Oct 1857 to 24 Feb 1858.
Read his story POM as Murder Witness.
William Thistle charged with unnatural conduct with a Turk, sentenced to life, arrived in 1858.
Portland Prisoner #7072 incarcerated at Portland 20 May—10 Sep 1857.
Read his story Turkish Delight.
Charles Wilson charged with manslaughter, sentenced to 14 years, arrived in 1858. Portland
Prisoner #6786 incarcerated at Portland 12 Mar—10 Sep 1857.
Read his story Stop or I’ll Shoot.
Other Crimean War veterans, such as Alexander Armstrong, came to Western Australia as prison warders
after serving in that capacity at Portland Prison. Other warders and enrolled pensioner guards travelled to
Portland in order to board their ship bound for WA.

Entrance to Portland Prison
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A Portland Prison connection
Graham Bown’s talk on Portland Prison at our recent
meeting was focused on the convicts sent out from there
to Australia in the mid-1800s, but for me its fascination
was that my maternal great great grandfather, William
Coppen, was a prisoner there in a later period.
William was born in or near Linton in Kent in 1834. In various censuses later in life he claimed Linton, Loose and
Coxheath as his birthplace, but they are all close together so it doesn’t make a lot of difference. Certainly earlier
generations of the family were born in Linton.
His parents moved to Maidstone where he followed his
father’s trade and became an apprentice bootmaker, and
in 1856 married Ann Thomsett.
Their first child, Annie, was born soon after. A son,
William, was born the following year, followed by Emily
Elizabeth two years later, my great grandfather Frederick
Charles in 1865 and Louisa in 1869.
By the 1861 Census William was a master bootmaker and
he and Ann were living at 31 Union Street, Maidstone, but
they appear to have moved soon after because directories
show him operating his business at 58 Union Street from
at least 1867 onwards, and that was the family’s address
for the 1871 census.
I visited 58 Union Street on a visit
to England in a pre-Internet search
of my family’s roots in 1996. It is in
a narrow street and it looked as if
the shop front had been modernised. The upper storey, however,
seemed in its original state and
there was an attic window projecting from the roof. I stood on the
opposite footpath and tried to picture the children up there, looking
down at me. Today I can Google
the same scene!

by Mike Murphy

Census for Portland Prison, which showed William
Coppen, master bootmaker, aged 57, born Loose, Kent,
as one of the prisoners. In 2009, as more information
became available on the Internet, Adrian found out that
William was sentenced in 1888 for five years for forgery.
A newspaper’s court report at the time listed “William
Coppen 54, bootmaker, uttering a forged receipt for five
hundred and twenty five pounds with intent to defraud
and, being bankrupt, making false entries in relation to the
pay of, and also the receipt of, six hundred pounds at
Maidstone”. Today you can find these details in court
records on the Internet and after Graham’s talk I have new
leads to follow up to see if I can find out even more
information.
The average number of convicts imprisoned at Portland
during the latter half of the Nineteenth Century was about
1500 of which 700 were employed quarrying stone and
450 squaring the quarried blocks. The cruel conditions in
the prison and its quarries during the latter half of the 19th
century caused a
national outcry and were a major
catalyst for penal reform in England. In 1896 A.E Houseman wrote the following poem in “A Shropshire Lad”:
The Isle of Portland
The star-filled seas are smooth to-night
From France to England strone;
Black towers above the Portland light
The felon-quarried stone.
On yonder island, not to rise,
Never to stir forth free,
Far from his folk a dead lad lies
That once was friends with me.
Lie you easy, dream you light,
And sleep you fast for aye;
And luckier may you find the night
Than ever you found the day.

By the 1890s, however, conditions had improved after reports of many prisoners dying
and cries being heard from outside of the prison
In the 1881 Census William and
walls during floggings. Life there must have
Anne had only two
children still
been terrible for William and I can’t imagine
at home, Frederick, 15, pupil The Coppin Family in prosperous times the feelings of his wife and children living with
teacher, and Charles, 9. Their
the shame of his bankruptcy and imprisondaughter Annie and her husband
William Shrubsole ment. My great grandfather Frederick was by that time in
were living at 5 Union Street. Emily, aged 22, was living his twenties, married and embarked on a career as a
and working as a domestic servant in a draper’s shop teacher. I met him when I was a small child in the 1940s,
nearby in Week Street. William, aged 23, woodturner, not long before my family came to Australia. By then he
was married to Martha and living around the corner in was a school headmaster. I wish I had known then what I
Fisher Street, so the family stayed close
together.
know now and could have asked him about the family
scandal. My mother and her brothers and sisters never
Along with pictures of William and Ann and their children spoke about it and I don’t know if they even knew.
sent to me by Adrian Bingham, a distant relative and
fellow family researcher I found on the Internet, I was Annie died in 1901, aged 65. Looking at a photograph of
developing a rounded picture of this prosperous middle- her she seems much older. In the census later that year
class family. Then I hit the 1891 census. William was not William was living with his daughter Emily in Halling,
there!
which is near Strood. Later he moved back to Maidstone,
where he died in 1909 aged 74.
His wife Annie, by then aged 59, was living with her
daughter, Annie Shrubsole. I searched for William in the
death records but found no trace. I did a general search of
the census but could not find him living anywhere else. I
gave up and left a question mark in my records.
It was not until 2006 that Adrian Bingham sent me a teasing email about one of our relatives who went to prison,
without giving his name. He kept up the teasing for
several days and then revealed he had found the 1891
4
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Bold Borderers
The Armstrong family (some call them a clan) was for
many centuries one of the most powerful and turbulent of
the Scottish Lowlands. They were particularly active as
border raiders in the ‘disputed lands’ between England
and Scotland. The Armstrongs were involved in a
number of famous feuds with other border families,
whether English or Scottish. On a couple of occasions
the Kings of Scotland had to personally intervene to stop
the chaos – once by the simple expediency of executing
several of their leaders in a single expedition. By the
early 1600s the rough old times were over.
The family had many branches. For this particular one
the proven descent in the male line, one generation after
another, runs as follows:
Christopher Armstrong of County Midlothian in Scotland
married Elizabeth Dick at Dalkeith on 1/12/1775, and
died on 19/2/1807 at Summerfield, Dalkeith, Scotland.
One of his sons was:
Adam Armstrong (born 23/2/1788 at Edinburgh, died at
Ravenswood, WA, 28/9/1853) married Margaret Laura
Gow (died in London, 1824) at St Andrews Church in
Edinburgh, 16/10/1810. Adam arrived in WA on the
‘Gilmore’, 15/12/1829 with his six children. He had
formerly held the rank of Captain – whether in the British
Army or Navy is not certain. He was also at one time the
manager of the Earl of Dalkeith’s estate in Scotland. He
obtained (in 1831) 320 acres called ‘Dalkeith’ on the
Swan River, which he late sold to John Lewis in 1839.
With hindsight we now know that was a disastrous
decision! He then settled and died at Ravenswood on
the Murray. One of his sons was:
Francis Fraser Armstrong (born 22/11/1813 in Scotland,
died 1897 at East Perth). This man was one of the most
notable of WA’s early colonists. As early as 1834 he was
called a ‘Constable’ and became an official interpreter in
the courts. He was active in mediating and settling
disputes between settlers and Aborigines. He was a
collector of natural history specimens, while he and his
wife conducted a native school at Mt Eliza from 1836.
Armstrong was appointed Superintendent (that is,
Protector) of Natives in Perth in 1839. He compiled an
Aboriginal vocabulary with the assistance of George
Fletcher Moore and Charles Symmons in 1842.
Armstrong was sent to Rottnest Island in 1843 and 1846
to make official reports on conditions among prisoners
there. In 1847 (at which time he is still called a constable
in one official source) he was sent to the island as Storekeeper and Moral Agent, but had to return to Perth
because of health problems. He later worked as a storekeeper, accountant, Interpreter for the Aboriginal Department 1865-1866, Collector for Perth 1867-1869, and
possibly as a commission agent. He was a foundation
member of the Wesleyan Church in Perth, taught in the
chapel and is honoured for his work among Aborigines by
a memorial.

by Peter Conole

Adam Armstrong (born Scotland 1820, died at North
Fremantle 13/11/1902), arrived with his father and
married Louisa Jones in Perth on 27/2/1849. He was
employed as the Tide Waiter (Customs Officer) at
Fremantle 1857 to 1862. He was also a small farmer at
Pinjarra and Rockingham and at ‘Green Park’, Dandalup.
He was qualified as a juror at Fremantle in 1860. His son
was:
Douglas Adam Armstrong (born at Rockingham,
21/9/1855, died at Busselton 3/4/1939). He married Elizabeth Mary Higgins (born 1855, died 15/10/1902). He
was a farmer near Nannup at ‘Quongup’ and at
Newtown (‘Ravenswood’). He was a station overseer in
1888. His son was:
Alfred John Armstrong (born on the Blackwood, 1884),
who married Alice Frances Slavin. He served as a driver
in the 23rd Howitzer Brigade (Australian Artillery in World
War 1) and resumed farming after the conflict. His son
was:
Neil Fenton Armstrong (born at Busselton on
23/11/1930). He worked as a labourer until joining the
WA Police as a Probationary Constable on 27/10/1950.
Neil was inducted as a Constable on 20/4/1951 and after
general duties work moved into the Criminal Investigation
Branch as a Detective Constable on 1/4/1958.
Promotion to the successive grades of Sergeant began
on 1/7/1967. He then obtained the commissioned rank of
Inspector on 10/3/1979 and was later promoted to Senior
Inspector (16/3/1982), and Superintendent (7/8/1984).
Officer Armstrong operated all over the State in his early
service years and helped out by way of stints in the
Traffic Office (1968-1970) and the Liquor Inspection
Branch (1970-1972), before reaching commissioned
rank. He moved to the newly created Road Traffic
Authority on 8/1/1976 to assist with its determined efforts
to reduce the disgracefully high WA traffic accident death
toll of that era.
He did well and after promotion to Superintendent was
brought back to Central Office to work as 2nd in
Command of the Liquor and Gaming Branch on
12/8/1983. Towards the end of his career Superintendent Armstrong was made Officer-in-Charge of the
Cannington District Office on 1/10/1984, which consisted
of Cannington, Armadale (the district base), Gosnells,
Victoria Park, Belmont and South Perth. Two inspectors
were his senior subordinates.
After what was a fine WA law enforcement career by anyone’s standards, Superintendent Armstrong retired on
28/11/1985. He died just a few years ago - his family
details are private.

Armstrong is also commemorated by a brass pavement
plaque in the Terrace, with the date 1841.
Adam Armstrong’s younger son (brother of Francis
Fraser Armstrong) was:
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL - Part 2 of Mary Temple’s story
Mary’s aunt gave her family documents which she put
aside as “My family was young and I was busy so it was a
year or two before I got them out again”. Mary continues As I had thought - a Treasure Trove. Among the
documents was a small red expenses notebook with a
calendar dated 1861. In the front was the disbursement of
the will of Jacintha Jane Eburne and in the back in the
same lovely handwriting was a family tree starting with
Josiah Eburne b 1733 and his brothers, probably, I
thought, had been sparked by discussion of the will.
There was also a poem and some more later family
information written in a different hand.
My aunt who had brought me the documents by then had
also died, and I got out her will and found the address of a
second cousin she had taken me to see as a 16 year old,
to ask her what she knew. She was delighted to hear
from me and told me that her twin sister had been left the
family Bible of Josiah Eburne b 1733, although her sister
had since died and she had it. In the front was a family
tree, not surprisingly. She sent me a copy of the family
tree which, when compared with the red expenses
notebook, was one generation
out in the Bible. This seemed
odd.
I found a few years and a lot of
very interesting research later
that there was another Bible
that had gone down another
part of the family. This was
started
by
the
missing
generation. No problems, just a
new Bible.
In Coventry and many other
cities progress for a young man
began with an apprenticeship
for seven years from around 13
years of age. With a successful
apprenticeship his world was open and not just for a trade.
He could own his own business in that trade. An
apprenticeship was the qualification to become a full
member of the Guild for that trade and also to become a
Freeman of the City. Only Freemen could vote in
Coventry, it was not property rights, and before universal
suffrage. Only a Freeman could be elected to the City
Council and have influence on the affairs of the city. Only
members of the City Council could become Mayor. That
is why those wonderful documents were so carefully
preserved.
Who were the Curzons and the Williamsons? Maria
Curzons b 1794 married Josiah Eburne b 1793 (grandson
of the Josiah Eburne who was born in 1733), in Holy
Trinity Church on 20 Oct 1817. Their daughter, Eliza
b 1821, married Henry Williamson b c1814 in Vicar Lane
Chapel, Coventry (Congregationalist), on 24 Apr 1842.

Their only surviving child, Anne Maria Eburne b 1840 was
my great grandmother. She married first Harvey Hodiern
b 1838 and they had two children, Sarah Jane b 1859, my
grandmother, and Emily Maria b 1863. Harvey died in
1863. Anne Maria married again, William Wadsworth
b 1836, in 1867 St Michael's Coventry, the Cathedral.
William already had a son, Edward b 1862, by his first
wife. The couple went on to have seven more children.
From family stories coming down and photos I have seen,
this was a happy marriage.
The name that had puzzled me when I first looked at the
documents was Jane Wadsworth, she was actually my
grandmother, Sarah Jane Hodiern as she is on her
marriage certificate, but she was also known as Jane
Wadsworth, well sensible, the rest of the family was
Wadsworth.
It was by the name Wadsworth that my own family
referred to the family, not the Curzons and the
Williamsons. I had remembered that name from
conversations
between
my
parents when I was a child.
The red expenses notebook
was very accurate I found, it
was such a sound basis for
years
of
very
intriguing
research.
That little book
contained the names in the
other documents too. It was at
this time I realised why
Coventry Cathedral always
gives me such a sense of peace
and why Holy Trinity Church
seems to wrap itself round me.
Although as I said my father
was not born in Coventry, I
realised with this research his parents had been. His
father's family I can find to 1800 with a missing trace
around that time to possibly further back, but may be
south east Warwickshire. His mother's family, those of the
little red book, are the Eburne's, a family that goes back
into the mists of time in Coventry. At least four Mayors,
another possible, many, many officials. One Eburne
Mayor caused a riot! Many, many, proud members,
generation after generation, of the Guildhall I could see
through that old Cathedral window.
Both those Churches had seen the baptisms, marriages
and burials of members of the family for generations. They
were claiming their family, making it known we were
wanted there.
As my late brother had said “Spooky sort of nice”.

Josiah and Maria’s son, Thomas Mason Eburne b 1819,
was the author of the little red notebook. Jacintha Jane
whose Will started it was his aunt, his father’s younger
sister. Thomas married Rebecca Tuckey b c1814 in St
Laurence, Foleshill on 23 Jul 1837.

Genealogy without sources is Mythology
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FINDING GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDMOTHER
Finding my maternal 3xGreat Grandmother was a 20 year
search. The only clue I had to her identity was her name
on her 1841 marriage certificate.
Late last year I was contacted by a lady in NSW. She had
married into grandmother’s family and found what she
thought was an error with her maiden name.
Together
we embarked on an extensive search to unravel the truth.
We took turns in purchasing documents
relating to
Grandmother and found undeniable proof that indeed an
error had been made. Grandmother’s name on her MC
recorded her as Mary Ann Mills but in fact
should have been Mary Ann Bell. She had
been born on the 26th February 1826 in Cowpastures, NSW to parents George Bell and
Martha Porter. She married Irish convict John
McGarry 29th June 1841 in Bathurst NSW.
She would have been known as a “Currency
Lass” as George Bell had arrived in the colony
as a life sentenced convict in 1813. George
was born 20th October 1793 in
Gosport,
Hampshire and had been convicted at the Old
Bailey for the theft of his
employer’s
horse & cart and all its contents. George had
married Martha Porter in London in 1811 and
their son William was born 1812.
After

George’s transportation on the Earl Spencer, Martha applied and was granted passage with baby William on the
vessel “Kangaroo”, arriving 12th January 1814 to join
George in the Colony.
From George’s convict papers I was able to trace his parents William Bell & Grace Brown who had married in Gosport, Hampshire 7th July 1784. William’s occupation had
been recorded as being in the British Navy and was serving on H.M.S. Medea. A researcher in London was able to
find his naval record for this ship; he was listed as a Gunner and Warrant Officer which, in those days, was a very
responsible position.
William was in charge
of all the cannons and powder on board the
ship and to maintain its upkeep at all times.
Further records show that while he was serving
on the Medea, this ship was part of Lord Nelson’s fleet; however William died shortly before
the Battle of Trafalgar and did not take part in
this historic battle.

Gt.Gt.Gt.Grandmother

This brief summary I think gives credence to
our saying, “never give up when trying to
knock down that brick wall.” From proving 3
x gt.grandmother’s incorrect record of her
maiden name to the correct one I was able to
add another two generations to the family tree.

World War One Service Records in the UK National Archives
Part Three - Royal Naval and Royal Marine Records
The Senior Service. A very proud and long history it can
be traced back to the 1500’s as the Naval Royal, although
there were fleets in time of war much earlier than that.
Even Alfred the Great had a navy. By the 1600’s the Royal Navy was a fully professional service. Became the
largest Navy in the world.
Perhaps best known in WWI for the Grand Fleet which
faced the German Navy across the North Sea and the
famous Battle of Jutland in 1916. Elsewhere the Dover
Patrol covered the English Channel with the Northern
Patrol covering the North Sea. The Dardanelles
Campaign saw serious losses and German submarines
accounted for many ships until convoys were introduced.
Other events happened also in other parts of the world.
The saddest book in our Library is “British Vessels Lost at
Sea 1914-18 and 1939-45” which can be found on the
Military shelf. This edition is published by Patrick Stephens Ltd from facsimile reprints of HMSO official publications, therefore the official details of all the ship losses
in both WWI and WWII, for the Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy. Being the official record it is the most reliable, the internet gives other stories sometimes. The number of vessels sunk by submarine attack alone is heartbreaking, particularly when one thinks of the
numbers
of crews lost at sea.
Records
For ratings, Royal Naval Records for World War One are
easy to get from the National Archives. Royal Navy
Registers of Seamen's Services, they are in Collection
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by Val Zilko

by Mary Temple

ADM 188. Starting in 1853, they go on to 1923 with
some on up to 1928. Very useful to find the regular navy
as well as those who served only during WWI. Go to
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-navalseamen.htm and just fill in the form on the page! They
have been online from the National Archives for some
time.
You do not have to complete every space, for instance
you may not know his official number. However just his
name can bring up a large number of records if it is a
common name, so date and place of birth is very helpful.
Philip Temple, did not bring up any results. The information put in was correct, but was insufficient. Putting in
his second name, Wedgwood, and his place of birth – St.
Helen's, Lancashire did bring up the record and gave his
official number. (He was my father-in-law. He was in the
Dover Patrol, in his words “had to swim for it twice.” He
also said he was serving on the last ship out of the Battle
of Jutland.)
Clicking on his name brought up the fact that his record
could be ordered online, and would cost 3 pounds, 30
pence to download. (Those that can also be downloaded
below cost the same amount.)
The preview is not clear, it is low resolution and somewhat distorted. The record must be paid for to actually
see it! Lets you realise though that the record may only
be a couple of pages long.
Continued next page
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World War One Service Records cont’d
What does it actually give? His date of birth, but you may
already know that, his town and country of birth. It will
give his official number. The names of all the ships and
the dates he served. Gives the period of service. His
occupation, his character, his physical description. If he
was wounded or died in service. It does not however
include battles/engagements in which the ship was
involved.
Royal Navy Division Service Records 1914 to 1919.
This was a Royal Naval composite service brought
together to fight on land alongside the Army. The men
could be Royal Naval Reserve, Royal Fleet Reserve,
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, Royal Marines, Royal
Navy and Army personnel! Their records can be found in
Collection ADM 339. Sterling service. They fought in
Antwerp in 1914, Gallipoli in 1915. There were many
losses and the unit was transferred to the British Army as
63rd (Royal Naval) Division. From then on they fought on
the Western Front and can be found by keyword search
at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-naval
-division.htm.
Royal Naval Reserve Service Records 1860 to 1955.
Though most of the records cover WWI. In 1859 a
reserve was created of Mercantile Reservists, Shetland
Royal Naval Reservists and reservists in the Royal Naval
Reserve Trawler Section who could be called upon in
times of war. From 1862 officers could join as well.
Collections BT 164 and BT 377 can be searched online at
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-navalreserve-service-records.htm. The records go to 1955 so
there will still be reservists who are still less than 100
years old. Their records can be found in Collection
BT377/7. Of course these cannot be searched but
can be accessed under the Freedom of Information Act
by writing to Enquiry Service, The National Archives,
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU. Or you could always
use the online contact form
http://apps.nationalarchives.gov.uk/Contact/ .
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve records 1903 to 1922.
Collection ADM 337. Unlike the RNR, volunteers of the
RNVR need not be professional seamen and came from
all walks of life. They were often yachtsmen or had other
connections with the sea. Officers and other ranks took
naval training in their spare time. Their records can be
found online at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
records/royal-naval-volunteer-reserve-servicerecords.htm by filling in the form on the page. A bit of
patience may be needed here if you do not know his
service number or his division. What you get if you
succeed is very much the same as the seamen records
above.
Royal Marines 1842 to 1925. Collection ADM 159.
Well more or less 1842. The records themselves were
not started until 1884, but if anyone had been serving
previously their records were written in. Therefore if you
are looking for an earlier Marine and his service ended
before 1884 you may not find him. (I did find an early
one.) They can be found online by filling in the form on
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-marines
-register-service.htm.
The Corps of Royal Marines was founded in 1755 as
infantry troops with the Royal Navy. They can in actual
fact be traced back even further to Duke of York and
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Albany's maritime regiment of Foot in 1664. A long and
proud history indeed.
Officers
5,000 Royal Navy Officers service record cards and
files from 1840 to 1920. They are in Collection ADM
340 for Royal Navy, Royal Naval Reserve, Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve. Some information from earlier and
later years can also be found in these records but they
definitely
include
World
War
One.
http://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-naval-officersfiles.htm.
Research for John Brown brought up 5
records. Once again clicking on the wanted name
brought up the information for download. A distorted
image again and to see it, one has to pay. It is possible
to see it free at the UK National Archives itself. What
does one get? Well it is a card and one gets both the
back and front. His name, date and place of birth of
course. Then one gets his rank, date of seniority and his
promotions. What training he did. The names of the
ships and details of his service there. How long he was
in the Royal Navy, and useful touch, his home address.
Collection ADM 196 contains the Royal Naval officers
service records 1756 to 1931. Although the title gives
the date to 1931 the Commissioned Officers records only
goes to those who were commissioned to 1917, it is the
Warrant Officers who go to 1931. It also includes Royal
Marine Officers who were commissioned from 1793 to
1925. They are available to purchase on line as before
by
filling
in
the
form
on
http://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/royal-naval-officersservice-records.htm. Once again available free if one
visits UK National Archives at Kew. One gets the same
sort of information as above, but it may contain a date of
death. It is apparently possible for an officer to have
more than one record and the download will include them
all.
Royal Naval Air Service Officers service records 1906
to 1918. Collection ADM 273. Started life in 1914 as
Naval Wing of the Royal Flying Corps which itself had
only been in existence for a couple of years. The Royal
Flying Corps became part of the British Army while the
RNAS was Navy. The Royal Air Force was formed in
1918 by the merging of the RFC and the RNAS. Records
for the RNAS go back to 1906 as many were Royal Naval
officers and had been commissioned a few years before
the RNAS was formed. In a few cases it might be necessary to go back into Royal Naval Officers records to get
previous service.
A small collection of less than 8,000 personnel they can
be found in the National Archives catalogue by keyword
search. http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/rnasservice-records.htm. These of course contain information
similar to other Royal Naval records, there is also the
details of his Royal Aero Club certificate and its number,
which would be rather special. Those planes were
primitive and there are details on his records as to any
accidents he may have had.
Proud records of a proud service, our Royal Naval
and Royal Marine ancestor records deserve their
place in our collection of family history documents.
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MIGRATION OF ROGERS FAMILY TO AUSTRALIA 1974
The first of my family to emigrate to Australia were my
grandmothers.
My paternal grandmother came to
Queensland as a 2 year old in 1877, and moved to New
Zealand as an 18 year old domestic servant. She lived in
Napier and met and married my grandfather Richard LYDFORD there. They reared three boys, my father Denzil
being the youngest. My maternal grandmother came to
Sydney as a 2 year old and, many years later, was visiting
a cousin in Auckland where she met my grandfather
Charles SMART. They were married in Sydney where my
grandmother’s mother and brothers lived, but settled in
Auckland, New Zealand where they reared my mother
Verena (Nene to her grandchildren) and Uncle Trevor,
who never married.
In 1973 Les Rogers went to Queensland on holiday.
When he came back he decided that we would have a
better life in Australia than in New Zealand.
At that time Les worked at Alex Harvey Industries, and
was also doing gardening and lawn-mowing jobs at weekends. He was doing so well at it that he needed to either
take it on full-time or give it up, but wouldn’t have earned
enough money for us to live on for a while.
Instead of doing either we decided to
move to Australia, and already had
friends who had moved there;
actually James’s godparents Doug
and Carol Page and their three girls.
Our house sold quickly and we had
to pack up totally and move out in
three weeks.
We sold all our
furniture but still ended up with
several wooden packing boxes as
well as a large suitcase each. We
flew to Australia on the 24th February
1974 with our suitcases, the packing
boxes coming by sea. Les was 36, I was 33, Shirley was
12 ½ , Charles 10 ½ and James nearly 5. In those days
we didn’t need passports between Australia and New Zealand.
We only needed our clothes to start with as we stayed
with Uncle Trev at Bondi Junction in Sydney. We had no
other plans at that stage. Uncle Trev got Les a job at the
foundry where he had worked for 20 years, I got a parttime job at the East Sydney Technical College as a
secretary, Shirley and Charles started at the school I had
attended in 1949 and James went to kindergarten. (My
parents, brother Dennis, sister Frances and I spent a year
in Sydney after WW2 and my brother Eric was born there
in 1949.)
The college where I worked taught cooking, which
included bread-making, and every 2 or 3 days the
students would give away some of their efforts. I always
took a loaf home (I was always home when the children
got home from school) and we would all have bread,
butter and gherkin relish and cheese sandwiches for afternoon tea.
We’d been in Sydney for three months when we realised
we didn’t want to exchange one city (Auckland) for
another (Sydney). Les was able to contact Doug in
Western Australia, who recommended we come over as
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there was plenty of work in the mines, and good money to
earn. And so began our journey from one side of the
country to the other.
First we had to buy a car and caravan, take out what we
needed from the packing boxes, leaving them at Uncle
Trev’s until we could send for them, and pack everything
into the caravan. We were going to live in the caravan on
the mine-site when we got to W.A.
We went via Melbourne where we stayed with Les’s brother Bill, his wife Pat and their 5 children for a week. When
we left Melbourne we spent a whole miserable wet day
travelling, stopping at a very low-lying river for dinner. We
continued on until after dark, aiming for a particular camping spot. We never made it.
Almost at the border with South Australia a drunken Yank
in a borrowed car coming in the opposite direction crossed
over and ploughed into the front of our car, so far over that
he hit the passenger side front. He went up the front of
our P76 and the caravan went up the back. James had
wanted to sit in the front after dinner but we said ‘No, you
are safer in the back if there is an
accident’. Little did
we know. The engine of the P76 is built to come
into the car in a head-on accident and James
would have lost both legs had he been in the
front.
Les and I saw the accident coming and he had
his door on the latch so he could get out straight
after to assist us. I told the children to get out
(they had been dozing in the back) but they
couldn’t open the doors and had to open the
windows and climb out. Someone asked me if I
could move my feet as the front left wheel had
gone up the side of the car and the motor into
the middle of the front seat, I could and managed
to climb out too. Afterwards I realised we couldn’t open the doors as we had locked them, they weren’t
buckled at all. I had
unknowingly wet myself but managed to get into the caravan and change my pants before ambulances arrived to take us to hospital. As soon
as the accident happened people were everywhere trying
to help.
The children and I spent a night in hospital for observation, and all they wanted to do was show me the man who
ran into us. I didn’t want to see him but wanted to please
them. All that was wrong with him was a scrape on his
forehead. I suffered from bruised ribs for 2 years before
the pain left me completely. Everyone else was fine.
We spent the next night in the caravan which had been
towed to the local service station, and it rained all night
and a truck –load of pigs made noises all night, so we
didn’t get much sleep. Bill came up from Melbourne and
took us back there for another week, until we knew the
caravan had arrived in Kalgoorlie by train. On the way
back to Melbourne the place where we’d had dinner was
several feet under water, due to massive flooding from all
the rain there had been.
Continued next page
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Speakers’ Corner
There was an excellent turn-out for our first meeting of
the year on 3rd January and Helen Murphy gave a very
interesting talk on the Journey of the Lochee to South
Australia in 1877. Helen’s talk consisted of an excerpt
from one man’s diary of the trip, giving details of Christmas Day festivities. There was food prepared by the
baker, music and dancing, entertainment and games.
Helen has a very full file giving all details of this ship from
where built and by whom, to what eventually happened to
it.
On New Year’s Day there was a marriage, and on
Wednesday 31st January the cry went up “Land Ho” and
they had arrived.
Helen then showed us how an old image of the ship in full
sail was remastered as though
just
recently
taken, enlarged
and the background
enhanced,
then
framed in a
specially
prepared frame.
Helen’s
final
surprise was finding and introducing John Percy and Rod
Lang, who’s
ancestors
came on the
same
ship
as Helen’s
greatgrandfather
Matthew Joseph
Rye,
and who also live in
Rockingham.
A tasty afternoon tea ended an enjoyable afternoon.
Rogers Migration to Australia cont’d
We eventually arrived in Perth one morning in May, and
had a whole day to wait for the plane to Kalgoorlie. We
found our way to Fremantle and spent the time there
sight-seeing and resting. When we eventually got to
Kalgoorlie we were met by Doug Page and taken to the
Nepean mine-site where we were to live. We spent that
night in their caravan with them before getting our
caravan and settling in at Nepean.
Les got a job straight away in the mine, and the children
had to take a special school bus into Coolgardie each
morning and return each afternoon.
There was a
swimming pool at the mine-site and a social area, and
our first experience of life in Western Australia was
excellent. People asked me if I got homesick and I told
them that there was nothing to remind me of home to
make me miss it. I loved the smell of the bush,
particularly after rain, and it was all totally different to
New Zealand.

In February Graham
Bown gave an enlightening tale of Portland Convict Prison
from 1848-1851, from
planning and building
to the first Convicts
and their lives. A lot of
stories to tell.

The site of the prison is
circled in red on this
map of Dorset.

The meeting finished
with afternoon tea and many
questions and comments from those present.
****************************************
Ian Simon from WAGS gave us the story of how he
traced his grandfather’s family in Using South
Australian Information Sources. He gave out a handout
which covered many excellent areas to look at, the most
important being the ‘bible’ - S.A. History Sources.
Ian told how his family moved
to S.A. from Tasmania. He
found
them
in
shipping
records, newspaper notices,
and even found grandfather’s
burial and tombstone, which
gave more information. There
are many good websites for
cemeteries. The best way to
get specific information about
certificates is to go to the
department and transcribe
them for free.
Ian Simon during his talk Nearly all newspapers are now
on TROVE, although not always easy to read, and you
can view them at the State Library on microfilm. Ian’s last
comment was to
check out Wills and
Probates, Inquests
Insolvencies, Directories and Gazettes,
and
many
other
sources shown on
his handout.
A very well-attended
meeting with many Ian’s grandparents, uncle and mother
there having South
Australian connections, and questions for Ian.

Many of the sources in
Ian’s hand-out

This was our introduction to life in Australia.
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LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari

Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:
Sandy Horn
Marie McNulty

No new Accessions to print this issue.

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

Useful Websites
www.ireland.com/en.au/ - for Irish Australians’
journey of discovery.
www.yourmemento.naa.gov.au - the online version of
the National Archives of Australia magazine ‘Memento’.
Well worth looking at. Only goes to December 2013 at
present.
www.searchforancestors.com/utility/age.html - general
tool for helping calculate ancestors’ ages to a particular
date - excellent.
www.ukbmd.org.uk for guidance on finding individuals in
the early censuses, plus so much more.
www.naa.gov.au/collection/search/ - for Australian WWI
information
If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so
that all of our members can benefit.

General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to attend
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for : April, May, June.
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April 4th Dr Fiona Bush

The Legacy of
Convict Builders in
W.A.

May 2nd

Karen Tregenza

Tracing Scottish
Ancestors

June 6th

Hamish McGlashan

Rock Art of the
Kimberley - fantasy,
fact and future
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Family History Society of
Rockingham & Districts Inc.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, 2nd May 2015 at 2 p.m.
1st floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard, Rockingham
Nominations are called for
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
TREASURER
PROGRAM PLANNER
PUBLICITY OFFICER
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR
LIBRARY COORDINATOR
You will receive a nomination form which must be
returned to the Secretary no later than 4 pm on
Friday 24th April 2015 at
 the Family History Society Library or
 PO Box 881, Rockingham 6968

Late nominations will not be accepted.
Eligibility: Only members of the Family History
Society of Rockingham & Districts Inc. financial on
the day of the AGM can
i
Ii
Iii
Iv

Nominate a candidate for election to Committee
Accept nomination for Committee
Vote at the AGM
Be nominated as a proxy

If you are unable to attend the AGM, you may
nominate a proxy to vote on your behalf. Proxy
Forms are also available from the Library. The
completed proxy form must be returned to the
Secretary BEFORE the commencement of the
AGM.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
The following timetable has been established for
processing membership renewals. Please return
the renewal form as soon as possible AS NO
REMINDERS WILL BE SENT.
During February
Membership Renewal Forms will be posted or hand
delivered.
31st March
End of financial year - subscription renewal due by
MIDNIGHT.
MEMBERS
NOT
PAID
UP
BECOME
UNFINANCIAL AND WILL BE REQUIRED TO
PAY THE JOINING FEE OF $10 ($5
CONCESSON) IF REJOINING THE SOCIETY.
During April
Membership Cards for 2013/14 mailed or hand
delivered.
2nd May
Annual General Meeting (only financial members
may vote, nominate a person for Committee, accept
nomination for Committee or act as proxy).
Excerpt from Constitution
Annual Subscription
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(2)
(3)

The annual subscription of a member
shall be due payable before midnight on
31st March each year.
No Member whose subscription is in
arrears shall be entitled to claim any
right or privilege in the Society.

‘MEMBERS ONLY’ WEBSITE LOGIN
Any member unfinancial after midnight on 31st
March 2015 will not be able to login to the Members
Only pages of the Society’s website.
Chris Dodson
Membership Secretary

ATTEND THE AGM &
EXERCISE YOUR VOTE
Peter Godfrey, President
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