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A Message from the Secretary 
 
We have had a strong start to the year with 148 members to date.  We also      
continue to get an excellent attendance to our monthly meetings; our most recent 
speaker Dr. Shane Burke gave an extremely interesting talk on the grounding of 
the ship “Rockingham” and the adjacent archaeological site at Cockburn Sound, 
which attracted an audience of 58, leaving only two empty seats. 
 
As you all know August was nominated by AFFHO as National Family History 
month. The Society put on a display at four local libraries, Warnbro, Safety Bay, 
Murdoch and Kwinana, we hope this has helped raise interest in genealogy in the 
area. 
 
Our Society will be sending two delegates and two observers to the WAGS      
Affiliates’ Conference, which this year will be held in Albany, on the 14             
September. 
 
We are making an important change to the way we deliver your “Between the 
Lines” newsletter in future and a full explanation can be read inside this edition. 
 
My entry into the technology of the 21st Century with a subscription to a           
genealogy DNA site continues to be fascinating, but so far, not very productive. 
My  paternal Haplogroup (branch) is listed as “Viking/Scandinavian”;  standing 
5’8” in my socks, formerly dark haired, bespectacled, and I must admit just a little 
overweight I’m not my idea of a Viking warrior, but you can’t argue with science. 
The result from the latest test, which analysed all the family branches for five  
generations, gave me French, Basque, Spanish and Orcadian origins, and      
another list of incredibly distant cousins whose names mean nothing to me.  
 
As an indirect consequence of my Scandinavian results,  I am pursuing a         
possibility that I may have a Swedish connection (other than a Swedish Gt.Gt. 
Aunt). The person in question was convicted with his wife in 1892 of running   
unlicensed premises, known as the Scandinavian Club and was fined  “£25 and 
costs on the first summons on each of the three dates specified- in default one 
month’s imprisonment consecutively and the liquor ordered to be forfeit”. His wife 
was fined £10 and costs on one summons and in default, one month’s             
imprisonment. The same person I believe died at sea on a voyage from Hull to 
Gothenburg at the age of eighty. All I need now is a shred of evidence to prove all 
this. Given the dozen or so publicans in my family during the 19 th century I’m 
treating this tenuous connection as a possibility. Without blind optimism where 
would us genealogists be? 
 
I hope your research is on much firmer ground, but you must admit, it is fun isn’t 
it? 

John Wiseman 

 Secretary 

Copied with the assistance of HON GARY GRAY AO MP Federal Member for Brand 
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BTL Goes Digital 
 
Following a recommendation from the previous management committee, the current society management committee 
has accepted a proposal to have future issues of the “Between The Lines” newsletter (BTL) distributed in digital format 
as a pdf file which is available on the “Member’s Only” section of the society website. 
 
The change is based on limitations on printing copies at the local MP’s office, the cost of paper, difficulties in getting 
volunteers for the distribution of the printed version plus the reduced size of the current management committee which 
has limited capacity to take on extra functions. 
 
The new distribution format will commence with the December edition of the BTL and will require a login to the 
”Member’s Only” section of the society’s website (fhsrd.org.au) to access the document. For details on creating a login 
(for those members who have not already done so), refer to the “FHSRD Login” article in this version of the BTL. For 
those members who do not have computer access, a hard copy version of the BTL will be provided by mail.  

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2013—2014 
President   Vacant 
Secretary   John Wiseman, 111 Lavery Drive, Casuarina, 6167 9419 1933 john.wiseman01@bigpond.com 
Membership Secretary Chris Dodson, 12 Villefranche Rise, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net 
Treasurer   Leon Daly, 12 Westminster Grove, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com 
Program Planner  Helen Murphy, 14 Frederick Street, Shoalwater, 6169 9528 3479 smurfs@iinet.net.au 
Fundraising Coordinator Betty Vanderlande, 17 Weaver Lane, Wellard, 6170 9419 2436 slaintebetty@bigpond.com 
Publicity Officer  Vacant 
Library Coordinator  Verna Nazzari, 7 Mensa Close, Rockingham, 6168 9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au 
 
Appointed Positions: Ron Hassall (Auditor); Pamela Lydford (Newsletter Editor); Liz Rushton (Website Administrator). 

Calling all Akehurst researchers: 
 
There  is a  One-name study group  researching the  name AKEHURST and  variants, worldwide.   This group is    
holding  an  AKEHURST get-together in Perth on Saturday 16 November, to be held at the State Library.  
 
If you have the name Akehurst or any variant in your tree, you will be very welcome to come along.  For more           
information, contact Liz Rushton (member no. 568).   Email: lrushton@iinet.net.au or 08 9351 8635. 

 

 

Transcription “Blooper”: Can you spot it?   

mailto:lrushton@iinet.net.au
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Instructions for FHSRD Login 
(creating a login ID) 
 
1.  Access the society website at this address 

“fhsrd.org.au” 
2. Click on the “Member’s Only” link on the website 

and you should get a page which has the following 
section 

                                                                   

 
 

3. Click on the “Register” link and you will get a    
webpage which has the following section 

 

    
                                                

4. Enter your membership number in the format 
‘0000’. The membership number must have 4   
digits and in all cases at present this means that 
the membership number entry begins with a ‘0’. 
Enter the password, which is fhsrd2000 in both 
boxes where indicated followed by your email   
address in the 2 boxes indicated. This is the email 
address you have provided to the society on your 
membership application form. If this has changed 
then email the society using the contact email   
address on the website (select the “Contact Us” 
menu item) and provide the updated details. To 
complete the registration process, enter the text 
from the image (in the above example it is NLYW) 
and click on ‘submit’. Note that the text is not case 
sensitive so that you could enter that text as nlyw if 
you wished. 

 

Source: “Twisted trees on Gnarled Branches 
Genealogy”  Facebook 

5. You will have access to the members only section 
by clicking on the “Login” link, entering your     
membership number (four digits) plus the       
password (which doesn’t change from that used in 
the registration process) in the relevant boxes,  
enter the text in the box indicated and click on 
“Sign In” to get access.  Once you have finished 
with the “Member’s Only” section of the website, 
don’t forget to “sign out” by clicking on that link. If 
you forget to do this, the member’s only section 
will be unavailable to you again until the last     
access automatically signs out. This may take a 

few minutes. 

You are related to everyone—twice!!! 
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Upon the last bright day of May 
There sailed from Plymouth Sound, 
The shjip “Rakaia” with emigrants 
For a far distant clime. 
In this good ship for three long months 
Three hundred souls or more 
Would try to make a happy home 
Until we reach the shore. 
 
Old England’s shore we grieved to leave 
And all kind friends so dear, 
But in New Zealand we will try 
Friends as kind to make. 
Some have friends to meet them 
And how jolly they will be 
And what a lot there’ll be to tell 
Of friends far oe’r the sea. 
 
Now we will try and tell you 
Of how we spent the time 
And tried to make things pleasant 
Before we crossed the Line. 
 
The Captain was a jolly man 
As you’d ever wish to see, 
He did his best to please us all 
And well he did succeed. 
On Sunday morn he always held 
A service for us all 
That though upon the sea so wide 
We might not heathens be, 
And in the evening of that day 
A lecture he would give, 
And hymns we’d sing so very sweet 
And so would end the day. 
 
A Doctor, too, we had on 
board, 
And very kind was he. 
The people’s wants he would supply 
From his small surgery. 
With Castor Oil, powders, pills, 
And such like things as these – 
Beef tea, Mutton broth, Sago, Arrowroot, 
And nice large tins of milk. 
On Monday we would have our stores 
Served out to one and all, 
But many could not make them last 
Until the week was o’er. 
 
These stores consisted of such things 
As Sugar, Butter, Treacle, Mustard, 

Pickles, Pepper, Tea and Coffee, 
Salt and Biscuit hard. 
 
On Tuesday and on Thursday 
Some washing we could do, 
And o’er the tubs and soapsuds 
There’d sure to be some fun, 
And long before the hour of noon 
Up in the rigging high 
These clothes would be upon the line 
And in the sun to dry. 
Clear starching – that we could not do – 
Ironing was just as bad, 
So we would fold them up so smooth 
And home-made mangling do. 
 
On Wednesday and Saturday 
Some flour and fruit we’d get, 
And puddings, pasties, pies and cakes 
We’d set to work and make. 
And when these things we had made up 
To the galley we would go 
And ask the Cook to bake them well 
And we would thank him so. 
 
Sometimes he baked them very nice, 
And we enjoyed them much, 
At other times he’d bake them black 
As any coals could be. 
Chance time the cakes would not be done 
And just like dough they’d be, 
We could not eat a little piece 
So we threw them in the sea. 
But this we knew he could not help, 
For if there was no wind 
The flues to draw he could not make 
And get the ovens hot. 
 
One day while making pies and cakes, 
Into a passion grew 
A woman, she’s so very nice, 
And at her husband threw 
First a can of water clear, 
Then a tin of flour, 
The fruit and suet followed soon 
But all went on the floor. 
For breakfast porridge we would have 
And rice for tea there’d be. 
For dinner we could have a change, 
But this is all t’would be – 

 
Cont’d next page 

 

ON BOARD THE SHIP “RAKAIA”  
        May-August 1879        from Pamela Lydford 

Richard (Dick) Lydford 
and Emily (nee Day) 
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ON BOARD THE SHIP ‘RAKAIA’ cont’d 

 

Boiled beef and carrots, 
Potted meats and onions, 
Salt pork and pudding, 
Tea soup and bread. 
 
And those who had young babies 
Bottled stout would get, 
And this would cause dissension 
Amongst this fair bright sex; 
They thought that they should also have 
Their share of bottled stout, 
But if enough was brought for all 
The weight would sink the ship. 
 
Our bunks we’d like for you to see 
You would admire them much. 
Our mattress and our pillows are 
As hard as boards could be. 
And oft’ at night when it is rough 
We roll from side to side, 
And if the boards we did not hold, 
On to the floor we’d pitch. 
 
But we must not omit to tell, 
Of the rows we hear at night, 
Amongst the tins and teapots 
When rolling off the shelves. 
We soon found out a better plan 
Than leaving them to fight, 
We got some string and lashed them on 
To post and shelf so tight. 
 
We had some watchmen for the night, 
To see that all was safe, 
And every half hour you would hear 
“All’s well in the Main Hatch”. 
It took us some three weeks or more 
Some strong sea legs to find, 
Before we could with pleasure walk 
Together on the deck. 
But now we can with easy grace 
Our bows and curtseys make 
To everyone and everything, 
When walking on the deck. 
 
Now these three hundred people, 
Were divided into three, 
To keep in peace and quietness 
Us people on the sea. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The single men to the Fore were sent, 
The single women Aft, 
And all the married people 
In the centre place were put. 
 
The single girls like prisoners are 
For they may never step, 
Unless a “matron” with them was, 
Upon the Quarter Deck. 
One day a screen there was put up 
Across the Quarter Deck, 
And we the reason thus were told – 
“The men are looking Aft”. 
 
Now these dear girls would like some fun, 
And what a noise they’d make, 
They’d “Thread the Needle’ round the port, 
And all the babies wake. 
Two single men to have some fun, 
To the top of the Mast would go. 
They were enjoying it so much 
Then up the sailors flew, 
They caught them and they lashed them 
Up on the mast so high, 
And oh! What fun it caused to all 
The people down below. 
No more would try this little game, 
They had seen quite enough 
Of how the sailors would them serve 
If up the Mast they got. 
 
Now this short ditty we must close 
For Wellington is near, 
And we have much that we must do 
Before we go on shore. 
Everything must look its best 
And faces must be bright, 
Or when our friends on land we meet 
They’ll think that all’s not right. 
 
To Captain, Doctor, Mates and Crew, 
Our heartiest thanks are due, 
For all their care and kindness shown 
To us whilst on the sea. 
Now to the Lord our God, 
Our prayers and praise we give 
For all His mercies to us shown 
While on the wide, wide sea. 

 
Emily V. Lydford, 

Ship Rakaia, 
Sept. 1879 

 

‘Rakaia’ 
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The Poetry of Aged Care 
By Diane Oldman 

 
This is not about the institutions for aged care: the workhouses, infirmaries and old people’s homes of the 19th 
century, but about a specific section of the aged population. These were old soldiers discharged to pension for 
long service and/or injury sustained while fighting for their country. Poetry has been written about them. 
 
From 1850 to 1868 over a thousand military pensioners (termed ‘enrolled pensioner force’), many with families, came to 
Western Australia as guards on the convict ships.  Some of these were veterans of the Crimean War.  One man was a 
recipient of the Victoria Cross.   
 
Private Thomas Grady, born Cheddah, Galway, Ireland in 1835*, enlisted in the 99th Foot in 1853. He transferred into 
the 4th Regiment of Foot on 14 February 1854, just in time for the first sailing of British troops to the East and after war 
was declared in March it was onward to the Crimean peninsular. Thomas, along with 275,000 other British participants 
in the war, was awarded the Crimean and Turkish medals; his Crimean medal bore the clasps of Alma, Inkerman and 
Sevastopol.  On 18 October 1854 at Sevastopol, Thomas volunteered to repair the embrasures of the Sailors' Battery 
on the Left Attack and carried out this task under very heavy fire from a line of batteries. On 22 November during the 
repulse of a Russian attack, although severely wounded, Thomas refused to leave the front and his example             
encouraged the weak force which was engaging the enemy to maintain their position. These actions would  ultimately 
win  Thomas his Victoria Cross. Thomas does not appear on the Crimean War Casualty Roll but was reported as      
severely wounded in the London Gazette (11 Dec 1854). His Army discharge papers show that he received a gunshot 
wound in his left high arm (shoulder) and on his Sevastopol medal clasp record, it was noted ’sent home to England on 
22 December’ [1854]. His civil marriage to Catherine Devany in Liverpool is recorded towards the end of 1855. He    
discharged with pension on 28 October 1856 after serving three years and forty-one days.  
[* Other research suggests this is incorrect and that Grady was born in 1831. This is more logical since his daughter 
was born in 1851 and he is recorded aged 59 at his death in May 1891]. 
 
In the meantime, a former Naval officer and Liberal MP, Thomas Scobell, put forward a motion in the House of        
Commons that an ‘Order of Merit’ be awarded to a military person of any rank who displayed personal and prominent 
gallantry. Two Secretaries of State of the time had interested Queen Victoria and Prince Albert with this notion thus on 
29 January 1856 the Royal Warrant was issued.  By the Spring of 1856 the design of the medal had been decided and 
was struck by Hancocks (‘medal makers since 1849’). Boards of Adjudication were set up to determine those eligible for 
the award—the final list not published in the London Gazette until 23 June 1857.  Thus Thomas had been out of the 
Army for eight months when he received his award in person from Queen Victoria at a parade in Hyde Park on 26 
June—along with 61 others. In February 1857 Thomas was refused an increase in his pension on the grounds ‘case not 
considered to come under the clause of relating to gallant conduct, which should be accompanied by extreme suffering 
from wounds.’  I’ll bet that particular public servant was red-faced when, four months later, Thomas was awarded his 
Victoria Cross. 

 
Thomas Grady was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal – another medal first awarded to 
non-commissioned ranks during the Crimean conflict. This award was not routinely gazetted  
until some years later in the South African War 1899-1902 (Staunton). Thomas is wearing the 
medal in this photograph.  The Australian War Memorial account of him records that the DCM 
was ripped from his coat by a thief in Melbourne as he went to the Post Office to collect his   
pension.  
 
Grady has been accorded the rank of sergeant by some, but I found no official record of this. 
The notion seems to have been debunked by a W J Quin in a letter to the editor of The Argus 
(20 Jun 1890, p.9). 
 

In 1862 Grady made the voyage to Western Australia as an enrolled pensioner guard on board the Norwood, arriving in 
Fremantle on 9 June 1862 with his wife Catherine and their children Mary Ellen (b. 2 Jul 1851) and Martin John (b. 17 
Feb 1862). Thomas was then receiving an Army pension of eight pence per day, and the £10 and £5 per year for life 
awarded recipients of the Victoria Cross and DCM respectively. For whatever reason, Thomas and his family left for 
Victoria on the Gem in 1866 (Erickson).  Over the next few years, Thomas’ Army record suggests that he had again 
been refused an increase in pension and contains other almost illegible notations. Only a detailed genealogical search 
of Thomas and his family would fill in the next 25 years, but he and Catherine were in dire straits in their twilight years. 
 
Two months ago a distressing circumstance came under our notice. We found inhabiting an old brick kiln at the foot of 
Victoria street, Collingwood, a crippled old man and a paralysed wife in utter starvation, destitution, and rags. The 
woman was removed to St. Vincent de Paul's Home, in Little Lonsdale street, where she still remains. The husband is in 
want, and his small military pension can barely support him. His name is Thomas Grady, late private in HM 4th Foot .
(The Argus 18 Jun 1890).  

Cont’d next page 
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Then a startling headline appeared in The Traralgon Record (9 Jan 1891): The Victoria Cross in the Gutter!  I have 
summarised this long article in which a story unfolds about a reporter from the Herald newspaper finding an old man 
lying in a right-of-way in Fitzroy ..... and from the breast of his coat dangled a dirty looking cross, with a silver clasp and 
ribbon above it. Curious to know what this could be, the reporter went up to the object, and bending over the sleeping 
figure read from the cross, " For valour only."  A hero in a gutter!  He awakened the old man, and asked him how he 
came there. “I have no home," he said. " How did you get that cross?” Thereupon the old man related the story of how 
he won it for his deeds at Sevastopol, how he had received it personally from the Queen and his arrival as a guard on a 
convict ship. “There were 50 of us escort for 300 convicts. The ship's name was the Norwood, and Dr. Watson had 
charge of the men. This was more than 23 years ago. I then came to Victoria, and I have been grooming and gardening 
ever since; but my chest is bad and my heart is weak and I have the rheumatics very bad. I can't walk. I can do no work 
now, sir, and sometimes friends help me, but I have had no money this Christmas, and I am sorry I am not in England. 
They might do something for me there.” “Did you ever go to any of the military authorities here," " No, sir. I wish I could 
get into some place where I could rest. I am too old to stand this sort of thing any longer."  The reporter took the old 
man home and gave him some breakfast and creature comforts and found him shelter for that night. He then set to work 
making inquires about the old man. It was found that his wife was an inmate of the Home of the Little Sisters of the 
Poor, at Northcote. A married daughter lives with her husband in Collingwood; but they will not keep him. Like any old 
soldier breaking down in health he is fond of a drop of grog when he gets the miserable pittance of his quarter's        
pension. He is cleared out when he comes home drunk, and many times and often has he, with the Victoria Cross, slept 
in the street. He was evicted once from a house in Collingwood and he went out of the place, still wearing the cross, 
damning his evictors. And so the article in the Traralgon Record continued—much too long to repeat here, but you get 
the general idea. 
 
And then there is more newsprint about Thomas’ sad circumstances. Further letters to editors and 
articles appearing in the Argus, Australian Town & Country Journal and the Gippsland Times. 
 
Finally, in death, Thomas Grady was accorded some respect; he was buried in Melbourne Cemetery 
with military honours on 21 May 1891.  The cemetery headstone was erected by Mary Ellen, his 
daughter. Grady’s wife Catherine and son Martin John (died 28 years old) are also on the  
memorial. 
 
Meanwhile 10,000 miles away in London, Rudyard Kipling was deploring the treatment of veterans of 
the Charge of the Light Brigade in a poem published in the St James’ Gazette 28 Apr 1890. The  
British press had conducted a public appeal to raise money for the twenty or so survivors of the 
Charge at Balaclava; the result was not encouraging—only £24 had been raised to spare these men from the         
workhouse. Kipling, always the champion of the common soldier, wrote The Last of the Light Brigade. The first and last 
verses are represented here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

See next page for extracts from a poem by Ellis Williams first published in a collection of 1918 
Courtesy of ‘Ballads of The King’s Own’, King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum © 2002 

Sources 
Wikimedia Commons (Victoria Cross, Kipling and Grady headstone photographs). 
King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum (Grady photograph). 
The Veterans, F H. Broomhall, Hesperian Press 1989. 
British Army Service Records WO97/1395/72, National Archives, Kew. 
Crimean War Medal Rolls WO100/26 folio 177, National Archives, Kew. 
London Gazette, 11 Dec 1854 p.4047 and 23 June 1857 p.2165. 
Correspondence and Papers relating to the Victoria Cross WO98/3/240, National Archives, Kew. 
General Register Office Marriage Index Sep 1855 Liverpool 8b 54. 
Liverpool Catholic Baptisms 1802-1906, St Peters Priory, Liverpool. 
History of the Victoria Cross, Private John Dunlay, VC, 93rd Regiment. 
Anthony Staunton, Australian War Memorial. 
The Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians Vol. II, Rica Erickson, UWA Press 1988. 
Trove, National Library of Australia Website. 
Lives of the Light Brigade, E J Boys Archive Website (Kipling’s poem). 
Ballads of the King’s Own Royal Regiment, Ellis Williams.       Cont’d next page 
 

Rudyard Kipling 
(1865—1936) 

There were thirty million English who talked of England's might, 
There were twenty broken troopers who lacked a bed for the night. 
They had neither food nor money, they had neither service nor trade; 
They were only shiftless soldiers, the last of the Light Brigade. 
O thirty million English that babble of England's might, 
Behold, there are twenty heroes who lack their food to-night; 
Our children's children are lisping to "honour the charge they made...” 
And we leave to the streets and the workhouse the charge of the Light Brigade! 
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HOW TOM GRADY CLEARED THE GUN 
 

 We have read of deeds of daring done for dear Old England’s sake, 
 Of the glorious death of Nelson, or the pluck of gallant Drake; 
 Of Wellington and duty we have often talked before, 
 And the schoolboy knows the story of Moore; 
 Still ring from Heights of Abraham, Wolfe’s dying words - “They fly!” 
 Words just as fresh to-day as then. Such memories never die. 
 Then the names of Clive and Campbell, of Havelock, Lawrence, Neill, 
 Remind us but of victories won by British pluck and steel. 
 

The world was taught how heroes die when the Birkenhead went down, 
And on those Balaclava slopes, of Light Brigade renown, 
That ride into the jaws of death filled Europe with amaze; 
Subject for painter’s canvas—fit theme for poet’s  praise! 
Now, comrades, I’ll tell ye a story; ‘tis not of victory won, 
But the deed of a lowly private, yet a deed right nobly done; 
How, face to face with death he stood, unaided and alone, 
And we claim him as a comrade; he was one of the old King’s Own. 
 
‘Twas a bleak October morning, and the British forces lay 
Entrenched round grim Sebastopol, with the Russians held at bay. 
Cold, hunger, fever, wounds and death had thinned that gallant band; 
Yet once again, ‘mid frost and snow, those gunners take their stand. 
From the early grey of morning, till the day fades into night, 
For weary months those gunners had stood steadfast in the fight. 
With fusillade of shot and shell the fortress answered back, 
As the thunder of our batteries rolled along the left attack. 
 
But of all those guns that volley forth along the British line, 
None speak so sharp, or speak so true as gallant Number Nine. 
Oft had the foeman marked this gun; its frequent battery smoke; 
This morn a Russian chieftain to his willing gunners spoke:- 
“Bring your guns to bear together on  that hornet over there; 
That British bulldog barks too loud, bring four or five to bear.” 
So Number Nine stands silent now, and answereth not at all, 
Helpless, with choked embrasure and broken battery wall; 
All torn and rent with Russian shell, the pride of the left attack 
Is useless now in the British line and sends no answer back. 
Yet now one notes its silence; a chief there in command, 
And, turning to the gunners, says, “Come, lads, who’ll bear a hand, 
Who’ll clear the gun?” he cries aloud; but the bravest hold their breath; 
Full well they know those words imply a task of life or death. 
“Who’ll clear the gun, I say? He cries a second time; 
Then one stands forth, no gunner he, but a private of the line. 
 
So, silent, face to face with death, he mounts the battery slope; 
He springs up single-handed with those Russian guns to cope. 
With his own stout heart and willing hand, a pickaxe and a spade- 
A breech in the shapeless battery wall he very soon hath made. 
Now he grasps his spade in a firmer grip, and his pick deals a heavier blow, 
For every moment his last may be - he works under fire from the foe; 
Five minutes more - and the battery stands all shapely, firm, and sound. 
And he leaps back safe, whilst Number Nine hurls forth her hindered round. 
“Right nobly done”, cries Lushington, as the hero’s hand he rings, 
“Your name, and corps?” “I’m Grady, sir - Tom Grady, Fourth o’ King’s!” 
 
By many a Christmas fireside bright this tale was told I ween; 
It was told in the cot of the lowly, it was told to England’s Queen. 
Aye! Told to the Queen he served so well; and it was not told in vain, 
For she pinned on his breast that priceless gift - the Cross which bears her 
name. 
 
I’ve read the Regiment’s story, it leaves turned o’er and o’er; 
But Tom’s is the Bravest deed I find in the records of our corps; 
So, when ye hear folks talk of heroes, or a deed of daring done, 
Tell this, your Regiment’s Story - How Tom Grady cleared the gun. 
 

NOTES 
 
The Crimean War commenced in 1854 
when Britain and France declared war on 
Russia on 28 March.  The Ottoman  
Empire (Turkey) was already at war with 
Russia; The Kingdom of Piedmont 
(Sardinia) joined the allies against Russia  
in January 1855.  
The major encounters were: 
The Battle of River Alma 20 Sep 1854 
The Battle of Balaklava 25 Oct 1854 
The Battle of Inkermann 5 Nov 1854 
The Siege of Sevastopol 2 Oct 1854 to 
8 Sep 1855. 
Treaty of Paris Ratification  - formally 
ends Britain’s participation in the War  
27 Apr 1856. 
 
‘Lushington’ in the fifth verse refers to  
Captain Stephen Lushington, R.N. (1803-
1877) who commanded the onshore  
Naval Brigade for the entire period of the 
siege of Sevastopol. It was Lushington 
who recommended Thomas Grady for 
the Victoria Cross medal. 
 
Grady’s medal is now in the care of the  
Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ID 
Ref No. REL/11986.001. 
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KENT KORNER.           By Peter Godfrey 

 
At the meeting in June I offered to chair a Kent research group.  As there were no takers, and I know that there are 
members who are interested in Kent, I thought I would submit a regular article to BTL. 
 
This will consist of tips to find your Kent ancestors, interesting websites and much more, as time goes on. 
 
1. My first contribution is to clear up the question of the difference between a “Man of Kent” and a “Kentish Man”.  

I have heard people in the library discuss this so here you are, the truth. This is taken from the following website, 
www.kentcountysociety.co.uk under the heading of “The Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men”. 
 
“According to tradition, the first Men of Kent were Jutes who settled in the east of the county some 1500 years 
ago, whilst the Kentish Men were of Saxon origin and settled in the west of the county. The traditional dividing 
line is the River Medway. North and west of the Medway are Kentish Men, south and east of the river are Men of 
Kent. 
 
In 1066 the Men of Kent showed their spirit by resisting William the Conqueror, and obtained an honorable peace 
settlement which gave them certain rights, whilst the Kentish Men surrendered. 
 
The motto of the county of Kent is Invicta - undefeated, and is said to date back to this period. The white horse of 
Kent is the old symbol for the Jutish kingdom of Kent, dating from the 6th - 8th century.” 
 
I was born in Dover, South East Kent, so I am a Man of Kent. 

 
2. The Kent Family History Society is a very active group that puts out a quarterly magazine which I receive and 

place in our library when I have finished with it.  There is also an Australian branch and their magazine called 
“Down Under” also ends up in the library.  The KFHS have been digisiting onto CDROM, records from Parishes 
within Kent.  I have a set of those that are relevant to my ancestors. By accessing their website www.kfhs.org.uk  
clicking on “Sales” then on “CD Details” and then on “CD Search” you can search for the Parish that you are inter-
ested in and see whether or not the records have been digitised. I am quite happy to loan members the appropri-
ate CDROM if I have it. This is with those Parishes where the records are not yet on FindMyPast. 

 
3. The Parish records for Kent are divided into three repositories, the Canterbury archive for East Kent, the        

Maidstone archives for all of Kent (except the Medway region), and the Medway archive for the Medway region.  
Most of the former are now available in FMP and to find out what is available go to: 
 
www.findmypast.co.uk click on “News” and then “News” again and this will give you access to the 2013 news ar-
chive that shows the records that have been added this year.  It is then just a matter of clicking on “Almost 
600,000 new Kent parish records just added” or “Millions of East Kent parish records now searchable” 
and you will be able to see what is available.  Suffice to say that I have found this to be a tremendous help in my 
research because I now have access to records that are not yet on the KFHS CDROM’s.  However there is still 

more to come as there are still the West Kent parish records to be obtained by FMP. 

4. The Medway region is on the River Thames estuary and to access their archives go to: 
 

http://cityark.medway.gov.uk/ and click on “Parish Registers Online” in the drop down menu on the left hand side 
of the page.  This will present you with a list of the Parishes that have been put on line.  However the draw- back 
with them is that they are not indexed, but with patience and determination I have managed to find ancestors 
from these records. If you know the Parish and the approximate date you are searching for it makes it a bit easier. 

 
5. The North West Kent Family History Society covers the area of North West Kent and South East London and 

their website is: 
 

www.nwkfhs.org.uk/ One of the links you will find is a list of surnames being researched by their members. 
 

6.  Domesday Book.  This doesn’t only relate to Kent but I thought you might be interested because this website 
 can be used to find out the information for every place covered by the survey in 1086, completed by William the 
 Conqueror, in England and parts of Wales. To access this go to: 
 

www.domesdaymap.co.uk/ From this page you just enter the name of the place you are interested in and it will 
provide you with the translation from the original Latin for that place.  It also provides a small map to show you 
where the place is.  For example when I typed in Dover it said that the town was classed as very large with 420 
households. This information would be ideal if you are writing a book about your ancestors.  

Cont’d next page 
 

http://www.kentcountysociety.co.uk/
http://www.kfhs.org.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/content/news/kentparish
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/content/news/kentparish
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/content/news/canterbury-collection-search-mar13
http://cityark.medway.gov.uk/
http://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/
http://www.domesdaymap.co.uk/
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To save an original image to a memory stick 
in Ancestry. 
 
Insert memory stick into USB port 
Find the record 
Open the record 
Open original image 
Click on “SAVE” top right of the screen 
In the drop down menu click on “SAVE TO MY COM-
PUTER” 
A screen will open with the image 
Click on “FILE” top left on the menu bar 
Click on “MAKE A COPY” 
Click on “COMPUTER” on the menu that shows 
Select the drive for the memory stick 
Click on “SAVE” 
Your image will be saved as a JPEG file on your memory 
stick. 

7. Marriages. Again this doesn’t only relate to Kent but I thought you might be interested.  What are the differences      
between Banns, Bonds, Allegations and Licenses?          

 
Banns.  The purpose of banns is to enable anyone to raise any legal impediment to the marriage, so as to      
prevent marriages that are invalid.  
 
Licence. Persons intending to be married usually had their banns read in church on three Sundays before the 
marriage. Those not wishing to be married by banns could obtain a licence from an appropriate (usually          
ecclesiastical) authority to marry at a place within its jurisdiction. Marriage by licence was often preferred         
because it was quicker, more convenient and/or more discreet, or because it was thought to confer social      
prestige. 
 
The Marriage Licences issued between 1568 and 1750 for Kent by the Archdeacon of Canterbury, and           
consolidated into a book form by J.M. Cowper in 1892, are on a CDROM that I have if anyone is interested. 
 
Bond. Until 1823 an applicant for a licence also had to sign a bond, by which he would incur a monetary         
penalty if it was found that there was a legal impediment to the marriage. The bonds were also usually kept by 
the licence-issuing authority. 
 
Allegation. A marriage licence was issued only after a written allegation of intention to marry was made by the 
prospective bride or bridegroom (or by their representative), giving their parishes and approximate ages and stat-
ing that there was no legal impediment to the marriage. It is the allegation which should be sought when evidence 
of the issuing of a licence is required, since the allegations were usually retained by the issuing authority, while 
the licences themselves, having been shown to the person who was to conduct the marriage ceremony, were not 
preserved systematically and rarely survive. 

 
 
8. Useful websites 

 
www.kent-opc.org/countyrecs.html  A good site with links, among others, to details about workhouses in Kent. If 
you click on “Kent Genealogy” you will be also be able to link to many other useful sites. 
http://rmhh.co.uk/occup/ The is a site called “Hall Genealogy Website of Old Occupations Names”, if you are 
stuck on what your ancestors did. 
 

While I was putting this article together I was also writing a story about my 2 x Great Grandfather Thomas HATTON.  At 
the same time I submitted that article to the Kent Family History Society for entry into an annual competition that they 
run.  They have accepted it for judging but have said that it cannot be published until March 2014, so the Editor is   
holding it over for publication at a later date.  
 
However in that research I came across an “Allegation” and a “Bond” for a marriage in that part of my tree in April 1783.  
If you would like to see what they look like go to Ancestry and find the data base under the card catalogue for “London 
and Surrey, England Marriage Bonds and Allegations, 1597-1921”. 

To save an original image to a memory stick 
in FindMyPast. 
 
Find the record 
Open the record 
Open original image 
Click on “SAVE IMAGE TO COMPUTER” at the top of 
the image 
Click “SAVE” 
Click on “MY COMPUTER” 
Select the drive for the memory stick 
Click “SAVE” 
Your image will be saved as a JPEG file on your memory 
stick 
 
 

Saving Images to Memory Sticks        by Peter Godfrey 

http://www.kent-opc.org/countyrecs.html
http://rmhh.co.uk/occup/b2.html
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

Welcome to New Members  
 

The Family History Society of Rockingham & Dis-
tricts Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 

  
 Jenny Roberts  Erin Posik 
 Greta Graue  Joseph Hay 

 Patricia Green  Patricia Barber 
 Tony Burgoyne  Raymond Bellinger 
 Ian Mennie   Esther Grogan 

 Derek Jowle.   

General Meetings 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st  
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room, Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   

Guest Speakers for October 5 & November 2 to be advised.  December 7: Christmas Quiz  

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

NEW ACCESSIONS FOR  MARCH—JULY 2013 

     

Title Subject Country State/County Asset Type 

Tracing Your House History (Booklet) GUI UK  BK 

Directory of Irish Family History Research DIR IRL  BK 

Tracing Your Irish Family History on the Internet 
(booklet) 

GUI IRL  BK 

Genealogists' Magazine JOU ENG  JR 

Tracing Your Ancestors through Death Records 
(Booklet) 

GUI UK  BK 

Tracing Your Army Ancestors (Booklet) GUI UK  BK 

Tracing Your Aristocratic Ancestors (Booklet) GUI UK  BK 

Crime & Punishment Research Guide (Booklet) GUI UK  BK 

Find Your Ancestors (Booklet) GUI UK  BK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speakers’ Corner: 
 
In June, our guest speaker was Associate Professor Deborah Gare 
of the University of Notre Dame. In her talk entitled “Divorcing Bridget 
Taafe: the good, bad and mad women of Fremantle 1850-1880”,    
Deborah highlighted the history of Bridget Taafe, the wife of a          
Pensioner Guard, who suffered a brutal attack by her husband after 
long years of marital disharmony, and  the misfortunes of Ann Tippet 
and her slide into insanity following the birth of her third child, in a state 
of acute poverty. 
   
In the early days of our Colony, some of the poorer women found it   
difficult to live up to the expectations of the rigid code of Victorian      
respectable behaviour. If they earned a bad reputation, they received no 
help from the State agencies.  They had to prove they deserved       
support, or they were abandoned by the authorities. Consequently, 
many of these troubled women found themselves in the merry-go-round 
of Court appearances, Prison, and/or the Lunatic Asylum.   

Cont’d next page 

Associate Professor Deborah Gare  

and Helen Murphy 
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Speakers’ Corner (cont) 
 
On Saturday 6th July, Liz  Rushton  gave us  an insight  into evolution of  today’s computers.   In  her  talk entitled  “A 
short history of computers and other computational devices” , she covered  various  computational devices, and 
the people involved with them, from a Greek calculating mechanism, and an abacus, through to a Cray super computer; 
we saw how computers have developed from the large mainframes of the 1950’s and 1960’s, including the first com-
puter built in Australia, and the colossal Colossus machines used in WW II at Bletchley Park in England.   Among oth-
ers, we heard about the LEO computers that J. Lyons and Co. built for themselves, and how Herman Hollerith won a 
competition with his mechanical tabulator, to process the 1890 U.S. census.   And Liz introduced a weighty storage de-
vice (courtesy of IBM) that she used to work with, that was state of the art in the 1970’s – but now a 4GB thumb drive 
holds 57 times as much data.  How times have changed. 

 
At our August meeting Dr. Shane Burke, of Notre Dame University, gave us a 
remarkable talk on “The Rockingham 180”. He first showed a list of the        
passengers on the ship Rockingham, which is generally presumed to have come 
aground near the now suburb of Naval Base.  Most of the information Shane 
gave us is readily available on the State Library website. 
 
The Rockingham carried Thomas Peel and his entourage, including men       
contracted to work for him for a set period to pay off the cost of their passages, 
but Peel himself was not much liked at all.  Shane then showed us a copy of the 
first  mention of Rockingham 
town, in the Perth Gazette of 
September 1835.  He then   
displayed a map of archaeology 
diggings in the Peel Clarence 
a r e a  s h o w i n g  w h e r e            
passengers from the Hooghly 
and Gilmore were camped at 
the same time the Rockingham 
people were camped nearby, 
plus photos of some of the  
everyday artefacts found at the 
site. 
 
The next photo was of the    
Alcoa jetty and Cockburn Road 
where the “Rockingham”     
probably grounded and the 

passengers came ashore.  A lot of 1830 artefacts have been found in 
this area.  There was also a  surgeon’s report which mentions Mangles 
Bay, Rockingham and names of people who were sent there to found 
homes and work, while others were at Mandurah.  Shane lastly 
showed a chart of deaths that occurred during the first six months the 
people were here, and finished with the collapse of Clarence and 
where everyone went.  Many went to Guildford and the Swan Valley, 
most of the rest to  Mandurah, Rockingham, Fremantle, Perth. 
 
A most fascinating and in-depth look at the beginnings of the town of         
Rockingham. 
 

Artefacts from the archaeological diggings found fused 
together (above). 

Map of  the area of the probable grounding of the 
“Rockingham” showing the Alcoa jetty and Cockburn 

Road (below). 

Dr Shane Burke 


