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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2015—2016 

President   Peter Godfrey, 77 Carlisle Street, Shoalwater, 6169  9592 5887 godfrey456@bigpond.com.au 

Secretary Peter Heptinstall, 79 Carlisle Street, Shoalwater, 6169 9527 9978 peter.heptinstall@bigpond.com 
Membership Secretary Chris Dodson,12 Villefranche Rise, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net 
Treasurer   Leon Daly,12 Westminster Grove, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com 
Program Planner  Vacant 

Fundraising Coordinator Terry Craig,17 Hennessy Way, Rockingham, 6168 9529 1230 vk6pq@iinet.net.au 
Publicity Officer Vacant 
Library Coordinator Verna Nazzari, 7 Mensa Close, Rockingham, 6168 9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au 
 
Appointed Positions: Ron Hassall (Auditor); Pamela Lydford (Newsletter Editor); Betty Vanderlande (Website Administrator). 

 
You would all be aware that over the past few years we have had a 
wonderful selection of talks at our monthly meetings.  This has been 
due to the tireless work of people on our committee such as Helen 
Murphy and of late Mike Murphy (no relation).  Unfortunately Mike has 
had to resign from his position and we are in desperate need of 
someone to take over his position of Publicity Officer.  He has also 
been carrying out the duties of our Program Planner with great 
success.  Therefore I call on all of you to think about taking on either 
the role of Publicity Officer or Program Planner.  Our program of 
speakers is up to date for the next few months so whoever takes this 
on will have breathing space to pick up the reins.  It is not an onerous 
position and I ask you to consider taking on the role if you can. 
 
The talk in October is called “Back to Basics” and is being done by 
yours truly.  For our members who have been researching for a long 
time this will be nothing new, but for our new members it could be 
useful. I also urge all of you to ask other people outside the Society if 
they would be interested in attending. 
 
    Thank you.  

Peter Godfrey 

Is there a member of our society or does someone know of a person who can read Old English?  If so could 
you please contact me, I have a 16

th
C document I need deciphering, my attempt was hopeless. Thank you. 

 [Editor]    

Big News - Irish Catholic records 
 
The National Library of Ireland (NLI) has placed online their entire holdings of Irish Catholic Church baptisms and  
marriages (and some burial records) from their microfilm copies.  These records are not indexed and you need to  
have some idea of where your family originated.    
 
You can scroll through much as you would with microfilm.  You can scroll to a particular year and enhance or enlarge 
the image.  A very successful weekend researching Kavanagh family in Wicklow was had.   (Warning: take some  
breaks or you will end up a bit creaky and sore.)  The NLI does not hold copies of all of the surviving records, but  
does have a large percentage. 
 
This is a great boon for researchers with limited finances.    The website:  http://registers.nli.ie/  Hold mouse over    
           address and  press Control & Click to access 

VALE DELYS NASH 

One of our founding members, Delys Nash, passed away last month.   Delys was still a member, and also 

one of the people who helped in the creation of the Rockingham branch of WAGS, now known as Family 

History Society of Rockingham & Districts Inc.  Her input into the society extended over many years and 

Delys will be remembered by many of our long term members.  See full article on page 4. 

A Message from the President 

mailto:vk6pq@iinet.net.au
http://registers.nli.ie/
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While in England recently I did further research on Harold 
Thomas Lydford and can clarify some things from Part 
One.  When he enlisted Harold was working in Bristol as a 
bank clerk at Parr’s Bank Ltd., West St. Branch, and the 
Bank Manager gave him a glowing reference.  He was 
living at 195c Cheltenham Road, schooling had been   
private tuition, he weighed 8st. 6lb, can ride and read 
maps, and was desirous and eligible for a Commission in 
the regular army.  His mother had to sign his application 
and did so on June 7

th
 1916.  He was instructed to report 

to Christ’s Church College, Oxford for aviation training on 
18th August 1916. 
 
Harold did serve briefly in France in WWI with 43    
Squadron, returning to England in February 1917 as    
Instructor to 67 T.S.  He developed arthritis in his left hand 
(broken arm at age 15) and his left elbow.  This resulted in 
him being on sick leave, after which time he returned to 
duty at Shawbury as Assistant Instructor.  Over the next 
few years Harold held several positions as per Part One of 
his story. (I also found that QFI is Qualified Flying         
Instructor.)   He married Isabel Smart in 1925, but I have 
found no children born to them. 
 
Then we come to World War II 1939-1945.  By 1939    
Harold was Staff, Deputy Directorate of Organisation, and 
by 1941 he was Director of Organisation, Air Ministry.  
From 1942 - 1944 Harold was a member of the RAF  
Delegation in Washington DC USA.  During this time a 
meeting between Churchill and Roosevelt took place in 
Casablanca, then the Big Three, Churchill, Roosevelt and 
Stalin, met in Tehran shortly after.  I have no doubt the 
English delegation in Washington DC would have been 
involved in discussions and arrangements for these meet-
ings.  I cannot find or access any documents for this    
period, as WWII records are still closed. 

 
Harold returned to Britain in 
September 1944 as Air  
Officer Commanding 28 
Group, Technical Training 
Command; and then served 
three years as AOC, British 
Forces in Aden 1945-1948.  
During this time he proved 
a prolific writer and the   
Imperial War Museum hold 
a collection of his papers 
relating to his role as AOC 
there.   He was responsible 
for Aden, Ethiopia, British 
Somaliland and Mijjarten, 
and these papers include a 
long letter regarding riots in 
Aden replying to a Report 

regarding having more RAF cover, his official and semi-
official correspondence, his notes on the Command and 
on his responsibilities and functions as AOC Aden,       
together with many papers relating to various matters  
concerning the RAF during the war, and its future.     
 
Also in 1945 Harold (now Air Commodore) received 
the Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the 

British Empire medal (Motto - For God and the        
Empire); and in 1947 he was awarded the Legion of 
Merit – Commander, from the USA for his work during 
the war.  He obviously made an impression while there; 
and in 1948 Harold was made a Companion of the  
Order of the Bath (CB). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By June 1948 Harold was back in England, Air Vice-
Marshall, Commandant-General of the RAF Regiment and 
Inspector of Ground Combat Training, and once again he 
wrote a great many letters, one after time spent in       
Germany when he recommended not to fire over the 
heads of protesters, as it usually affected the innocent as 
well.  He was AOC No.18 Group Coastal Command and 

Senior Air Force Officer, Scotland from 1950-1952, and 

Air Officer Commander-in-Chief, Home Command from 
1952-1956 when he retired.   

 
 
 
In 1954 Harold was made a Knight Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire.  A fitting tribute for a man 
who came from nothing and did so much for the RAF   
during his career.   
 
In retirement he became a Director of Electro Mechanisms 
Limited and accepted the office of Chairman of the Royal 
Air Forces Association. 

  
Sir Harold Thomas Lydford died on 20

th
 September 1979 

aged 81. 
    A job well done. 

 

ONE MAN’S RISE TO FAME – Part 2 
by Pamela Lydford 

Sir Harold Thomas Lydford 

Commander of the British 

Empire Medal 

Legion of Honour Medal -  

USA 

Motto of Order of the Bath  TRIA IUNCTA IN . 

UNO  and ICDIEN (Military Division)   

Chapel for the Order of the British 

Empire in St. Paul’s Cathedral Crypt 

Order of the Bath 

Medal 
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Farewell To Our First Convenor 
By Diane Oldman 

 

Delys (Denise Isobel) Nash was the moving force in establishing the first Rockingham 

Genealogical Group. She was awarded the Society’s Loyalty Award at its inauguration in 2012 for twenty 
years of continuous membership, her loyal support and participation in the Society and for her dedication 
and enthusiasm for genealogy and family history.  
 
Delys passed away recently and in this edition of Between the Lines what better way of remembering her 
contribution than to publish the words Delys herself wrote for the Society’s historical archive: 
 
 
I joined the Western Australian Genealogical Society in Hay Street, West Perth thirty years ago.  I have 
kept unbroken membership through all the name changes including the current year (2012). My father had 
told me a little of his family from 1912 London but I was curious about my mother’s line from 1830’s South 
Australia.  I was quick to take up her offer to work together and continue the search. 
 
I was told when joining, that WAGS was about to form a branch in Mandurah; the dream of John Hudson. 
At their invitation I helped on an information desk at Mandurah Shopping Centre. I also attended the 
inaugural meeting when the Committee was elected. A few Rockingham people took part.  At various times 
I was secretary, librarian and attended to research and projects.  I attended with the Branch President the 
first Country Branches Conference where the rebates for branches system was debated and decided.  A 
few meetings were held in Rockingham but driving to Mandurah or Bayswater limited research time.  I 
wished that Rockingham members could build up resources and fellowship in a similar way.  A number of 
people expressed interest to me in the idea of genealogy in Rockingham but it is fair to say there was 
some concern as to the effect it might have.  I made a verbal approach to WAGS. 
 
I was also a member of the Rockingham Historical Society and they offered library space and a room for 
meetings and asked for memberships.  So I wrote the first publicity for the newspaper.  Twenty people 
attended the first meeting.  Historical Society President, Mary Davies, chaired.  I was busy with the 
genealogy functions, letters and reports, memberships, library and publicity.  I arranged a car pool to visit 
WAGS library.  Speakers included Alan Campbell, Molly Bergh and Brian Croker.  Val Hayward and Liz 
Bartlett (like myself former Mandurah Branch Committee members) volunteered as did others.  Not a 
formal organisation as yet, but several avenues for development were possible.  The Historical Society 
requested a branch.  WAGS advised requirements we should meet.  By the time I applied for branch status 
as an individual member, and enclosed a letter from other members, in October 1991 as required by 
WAGS, numbers had increased to thirty-five and meetings were enthusiastically attended.  We already 
met many of WAGS’ criteria but my application was not successful. The Historical Society gave us a start 
but it was still difficult to find a format that could accommodate the many different views. In February 1992 
the Rockingham Genealogy Group elected an Interim Committee. 
 
I was still finding out something of my own family.  I was sad that my Lincolnshire agricultural labourers 
could only sign with a cross.  I was intrigued with my Somerset land holders.  They would never have met 
in England, but in 1830’s Adelaide they met and in the 1850’s married.  They all showed much courage in 
their journey to Australia and my life is richer for knowing something about them. 
 
Mandurah Branch invited me to their tenth birthday celebrations and that was a happy day with good 
fellowship. Some things set in those earliest Rockingham meetings remain unchanged such as meeting 
dates and times and the earliest books on the shelves and various procedures and structures.  I have been 
pleased to see the growth and success which has developed from the ideas and meetings in Rockingham 
in 1991. 
 
Delys Nash 
Convenor, Rockingham Genealogy Group 
July 1991 to February 1992. 



 

“Between the Lines”  Vol. 21, No. 1.     5  

Mum and Dad separated when I was 7 years old……dad 
was serving in the Royal Artillery during the war and had 
met up with a young girl from the Women's Army (ATS) 
around 1944.  She became pregnant and that of course 
broke up the marriage with my Mum.  My dad used to 
come and pick me up from my grandmother's house in 
Camden Town, London and take me out for the day and 
really spoil me.  I remember those outings quite well.  I 
can still picture him like it was yesterday.  Last time I saw 
my father was in 1946. 
 
I lived with my dad's mother Julia, in Camden Town,    
London during the war as my mother was working in a 
munitions factory.  In 1947 I went to live with my mother's 
sister in Wealdstone, Middlesex.  This was probably due 
to my mother being granted a divorce and custody of me, 
the only child.  My mother had met a nice man whom she 
married and who became my stepfather. (I found out later 
that my father had married his sweetheart and they had a 
second child by 1947.) 
 
Mother had a son in 1951 and we lived in a nice house in 
Greenford, Middlesex where I went to school and at 15 I 
left to find work.  I always wanted to work with wood and 
got a job in a joinery factory.  It was not as I expected so I 
left and joined the Royal Navy in 1956. 
 
I left the Royal Navy in 1965 after serving for 10 years and 
in 1968 I decided to emigrate to New Zealand.  I met a 
lovely, recently widowed lady named Patricia with two little 
girls, Martine and Linda, aged 8 and 10.  We decided to 
get married and quickly got into the new lifestyle and had 
twin boys, Barton and Drew, in 1969.  It was great living in 
New Zealand but I was always thinking about my dad, and 
over the years wondered about how he was, so in 1973 
when our youngest children were 4 years of age I thought 
my dad might like to know how I was, and I attempted to 
contact him.  I wrote a letter to the Town Clerk of Sidcup 
in Kent as that was the last place I heard he might be   
living.  I knew from my grandmother that he had remarried 
and I knew his wife’s name and that he had children.  I 
gave this information to the Town Clerk and hoped he 
would give me their address.  He wrote back saying that 
he had found people of the name and description I had 
given him and if I cared to write a letter he would see that 
it got delivered.  I wrote a letter, anxiously waiting for a 
reply but heard nothing. 
 
Life continued on and we decided, in 1978, to move to the 
Perth area of Western Australia.  My mum died in 2005 
and never knew about my searches.  I'm sure she would 
have been pleased for my family and me.  My young half- 
brother died of cancer, far too young, in 2013. 
 
I started to delve into genealogy about five years ago and 
built up a reasonable and comprehensive family tree for 
both sides of my family on "Ancestry.com",  all the while 
trying to find out about my father and his family and where 
they were now.  I eventually found out that my father had 
at least 3 boys, and I had heard from a cousin that they 
also had a girl and that they may have moved to Spain.  I 
wrote to the Spanish Embassy in London and to the     
British Embassy in Madrid but no luck.  I also wrote about 
35 letters to people with the same surname in and around 

Sidcup in Kent to try to track the family down.  Again I had 
no luck.  
 
Forty years after I wrote that original letter to my dad, I 
had an e-mail saying, “Hello, My name is Brian and I think 
I’m your brother!”  After getting over the shock I wrote 
back and in subsequent e-mails realized he really was 
indeed one of my four half-brothers.  My father had died in 
1999 in Spain, and his wife had died in 2012, also while 
on holiday in Spain, just 6 weeks before I got the e-mail 
from my half-brother.  They had discovered my letter in a 
suitcase with a collection of photos and other memora-
bilia.  They tried to contact me via the New Zealand     
address but got nowhere. (I had of course moved to Perth 
in Australia.)   Brian, who first contacted me, had gone on 
“Ancestry.com” and within three days found my family tree 
with most of them in it.  Hence the e-mail to me.  He and 
his wife Sue came over to visit me in 2013.  He has a son 
living just 20 minutes away from me. He also came out on 
a visit to see his son two years earlier, and went to visit a 
couple they knew who had come out from England.  In the 
process of visiting them in the adjacent suburb to me they 
travelled within  500 metres of my house!  My sister has 
also been out to visit me on her way to see her son in  
Melbourne.   
 
We decided I just had to catch up with my other brothers 
so we went on a trip to England and Spain in July 2014.  
We stayed with my brother Brian in a 1690’s cottage out-
side the village of Hoo in Kent.  We met up with my sister 
again, (she lives in Hastings on the south coast) and I met 

up with my youngest brother Robert.  I also took the     
opportunity to visit Camden Town in London to see the old 
house I lived in with my grandmother during the war.  We 
all went across to Spain to a small village called el Perelló, 
about 2 hours drive south of Barcelona and met up with 
my two other brothers, Les and Graham.  I celebrated my 
76

th
 birthday whilst we were there.   

 
My family have given me lots of photos of my dad, (I did 
not have one of him), and one of them is of me as a little 
boy with him.  They also have given me his WW2 Army 
pay book and one of his medals, which had been sent to 
him.  I have since collected the other two medals that he 
was entitled to from the UK Defence Dept.  They also 
gave me the original letter that I wrote and a measuring 
rule that he used to use in his shed. 
 
An amazing story, that after 40 years of searching I have 
finally found my family.  I can’t believe my luck.  We now 
keep in regular contact via phone, e-mail and Skype.   

You know what!….. We all get along really well!! 

THE END OF A 40 YEAR SEARCH 
by Terry Craig 
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Finding Thomas Boultwood 
by Mike Murphy 

When I began my family history search more than two 
decades ago I had a hand-written note from my mother 
saying that her great-grandfather Thomas Boultwood  
married Emma Dorrington in Greenwich, England, in 
1836. 
 
Over the years since then I have travelled along many 
branches of my family tree.  Using the resources of 
WAGS, the Battye Library and the LDS church in the days 
before the Internet I quite quickly found Thomas and 
Emma’s children, who they married and who my           
ancestors were along those paths, tracing the Coppens, 
Tomsetts, Beaneys, Ashbys, Crawfords, Fisendens, 
Jacks, Kingsmills, Russells, Pophams and Tamkins as far 
back as the Izards and Lavenders living in Staplehurst, 
Kent, in 1686.  
 
There was also the paternal branch and over the years I 
gradually amassed information on Turrells, Antills,  
Burroughs, Cassannets, Corhams, Davis’s, Days, Deans, 
Freemans, Hesseys, Howse’s, Meadows, Slades,        
Orphins, Pecks, Robinsons, Timothys, Vincents and 
Woodbridges who had supplied their genes to the pool 
from which I emerged. 
 
I kept going back to Thomas and Emma, however,       
because they proved much more difficult.  The problem 
with Emma was that, while I discovered her parents were 
William and Sarah Dorrington, they either moved around a 
lot or those names were uncommonly common in the  
London of those days.  The records listed numerous    
children born to William and Sarah Dorrington at different 
addresses around east and south London within a few 
years of each other.  They were either prolific breeders or 
I was looking at more than one couple with the same 
names.  I have still not solved that mystery.  It is one of 
the dead ends I will one day revisit and hopefully resolve. 
 
Meanwhile I was stymied with Thomas.  From census  
details I learned he had been born in Harlow, Essex, in 
1806 but there the trail went cold.  I hunted him for more 
than twenty years, including during a trip to England in 
1995 when I spent many hours scouring through what  
records I could find.  The Births Marriages and Death 
Registers from the Anglican Church in Harlow              
disappeared in 1813 when the wooden box containing 
them was stolen.  The priest at the time attempted to   
recreate a list from memory but it did not include        
Boultwoods.  Nor did the name appear in the Bishop’s 
Transcripts. 
 
I found Boultwood families living in Harlow at the right 
time, including John and Ann (nee Moaten).  The Harlow 
Baptist Church records showed they had four children, 
John, Joseph, Sarah and Ann, between 1791 and 1797.  I 
discovered there had been a Boultwood household of two 

males and a female in Harlow when an unofficial census 
was taken by a local Sunday-school teacher in 1797.  In 
directories I found a Thomas Boultwood, bookseller, 
binder and grocer, trading in Harlow in 1794. Mrs Ann 
Boultwood, also described as a bookseller in 1787, may 
have been his wife or mother. 
 
From about 1785 onwards Thomas and Philadelphia 
Boultwood were living at Potters Street, two miles south of 
Harlow along the Epping Road.  Thomas was a school 
teacher.  They were too old to be my Thomas’s parents 
and as far as I could make out, they had no children.  All 
around that part of Essex I found Boultwood after Boult-
wood (or Boltwood or Boughtwood), but none of them my 
Thomas or having any obvious connection to him. 
 
When the Internet came along I continued the search, 
finding discrepancies in census records and other Thomas 
Boultwoods, but in each case ending up back where I 
started.  I traced Thomas and Philadelphia’s families in all 
directions, finding copies of their Wills and pictures of  
Thomas’s gravestone.  I traced John and Ann Boultwood 
and their children, all to no avail.  Back it all went into the 
too-hard basket. 
 
A few weeks ago I received a message from one of the on
-line genealogical services to which I subscribe saying 
that they had found a match between my Thomas Boult-
wood and one on someone else’s family tree.  I pursued 
the lead, but not optimistically, expecting to meet this 
other person down the same dead end.  To my astonish-
ment, that was not the case.  This other family researcher 
stated categorically that Thomas’s parents were the John 
and Ann of the Harlow Baptist Church. 
 
They’ve got it wrong, I thought, but I sent off an email   
enquiring where they had obtained this information.  Like 
so many other family claims now found on the Internet I 
suspected unquestioning enthusiasm and jumping to   
unwarranted conclusions.  Within days my new correspon-
dent, Julie, sent me a copy of the Will of John Boultwood 
in which he left everything to his “dearly beloved wife” that 
“she may be better able to bring up and educate my four 
youngest children, Joseph, Sarah, Ann and Thomas.”  
The Will was written in 1808, just after Thomas was born, 
and may have been prompted by his unexpected arrival 
as it was nine years after Ann, the youngest of the other 
children. 
 
Perhaps John and Ann forgot to register their belated love 
child, or perhaps they had moved to another Baptist 
church and its records have not survived.  I may never 
know, but thanks to the Internet I have at last found my 
great great grandfather and I now have new branches of 
my family to travel along. 

Speakers’ Corner 
David Whiteford, Senior Archivist at the State Records Office, gave a most informative talk at September’s meet-

ing on all that is available to research there.   Included are files, volumes, maps and plans, microforms, photos, 

audio tapes and digital records which can be viewed at the SRO Search Room in central Perth.  They start from 

Colonial Secretary’s Office 1829 to Departmental Files 1972 with everything in-between.  Their internet site has 

a page on guidance through their website.  Settler Arrivals, Vital Records, Court Records, Convict information, 

Military and Child migrants are just the start of  records of all aspects of life in  early Western Australia. 
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FROM BALLOONS TO BOMBERS 

British air services before and during the First World War  
by Pamela Lydford and Mike Murphy 

Military aviation can be said to have begun with the use of 
balloons for reconnaissance in the French Revolutionary 
Wars of 1792 to 1805, but Napoleon didn’t see much 
value in them and for several decades they were little 
more than a curiosity. 
 
Not until 1878 was the first Army Balloon School          
established in England, and in 1882 a factory and training 
school known as the ‘Balloon Factory’ was created.  Not 
long after its opening it moved to Farnborough, identifying 
that name for the first time with leadership in military   
aviation.  As with Napoleon, British military leaders were 
not greatly interested.  The staff of the Balloon Factory 
had to watch with envy as Count Von Zeppelin developed 
his airships in Germany and in 1903, when the first fixed 
wing aircraft flew in America, their request for the Wright 
Brothers to be invited to England was rejected. 
 
The first British Army airship 
was completed in 1907. The 
Nulli Secundus flew from 
Farnborough to London but 
made the journey back by 
road -    deflated.  Connected 
with the Balloon Factory at 
that time, however, was 
Samuel Cody, an American 
showman who was also 
known as Buffalo Bill.  Cody 
was interested in balloons 
but he had been inspired by 
the Wrights and he built the 
first plane to fly in England in 
1908.  It flew a distance of 
1,390 feet and was a bamboo and canvas biplane 
known as British Army Aeroplane No 1. Still there was no 
official recognition but other enthusiastic individuals 
pushed forward on their own. These included men like 
Sopwith, Roe and Handley Page, whose aircraft were 
later to form the backbone of British military flying.  A 
young engineer named Geoffrey de Havilland joined the 
staff at the Balloon Factory and     developed his knowl-
edge by refurbishing aircraft that came in for repair. One 
of his earliest experiments, the BE1, was a reconstructed 
Bleriot plane although it looked nothing like the original.  
 
Meanwhile the British Navy had been going its own way.  
Its attempt to build an airship was not a success but it had 
begun training officers as pilots, using two borrowed  
aeroplanes which it later purchased.  It also introduced its 
first seaplane with the aim of using it for anti-submarine 
warfare.  As well as submarines, Germany was continuing 
to develop an impressive airship force. The British      
Government started to become worried and reviewed its 
air forces.  It found it had very few aircraft, even for    
training purposes, only 11 men who could fly in the Army 
and only 8 in the Navy.   
 
A new Air Battalion was created to replace the Balloon 
Factory. Its HQ and No 1 (Airship) Company were based 
at Farnborough with No 2 (Aeroplane) Company at 
Larkhill on Salisbury Plain. Britain had its first military unit 

equipped with heavier-than-air craft.  In 1912 the Air    
Battalion became the basis of the Royal Flying Corps.  Its 
commander was General David Henderson, who had 
learned to fly the year before.  Over the next six years he 
established a military wing, a naval wing, the Central    
Flying School, a reserve and an aircaft factory.  
 
Henderson believed the primary role of the RFC was   
reconnaissance but this was not a view shared by more 
senior offices, many of whom were ex-cavalry men who 
believed reconnaissance was best conducted on horse-
back.  Very few at that time saw the possibilities for the 
wider use of air power, either in air defence against other 
planes and airships or in raids against forces on the 
ground.  This was in part the reason for the military and 
naval wings to go their own way.  As the start of the First 
World War loomed closer the military wing concentrated 

on reconnaissance and   
convincing its superiors it 
could be of use.  The naval 
wing, influenced by the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, 
Winston Churchill, began to 
plan to protect it shipyards 
from airship attacks and, as 
a corollary, to conduct bomb-
ing raids against the        
Zeppelin bases in  Germany.  
By 1914 the naval wing had 
been renamed the Royal 
Naval Air Service.  Despite 
these differences several 
advances were made in  
navigation, fitting machine-

guns into aircraft, bombing using the first very   
primitive bomb sights and night flying.  
 
British air forces still looked weak against the growing 
might of Germany, however, and when war broke out the 
military wing of the RFC went to France with just 63   
aeroplanes, 105 officers and 95 motor transport vehicles.  
The RNAS remained in Britain to defend against attack.  
The war soon began to change official views of their    
usefulness. Cavalry were of no use for reconnaissance in 
muddy trench warfare.  Officers in the field reported back 
they were relying more and more on air reconnaissance 
and they wanted more of it. 
 
Air photography and air-to-ground wireless telegraphy 
were developed by the RFC to provide faster, more      
accurate information and the first battles between aircraft 
began as each side attacked enemy planes reporting on 
the location of its artillery and supply bases.  When the 
Germans developed the technology to fire between      
rotating propeller blades the British aircraft were in serious 
trouble and had to find ways to retaliate. Planes with    
forward shooting guns were developed. The era of aerial 
warfare had begun.  Meanwhile, the RNAS attacks on 
Zeppelin bases had been so successful that the Admiralty 
ordered the first British strategic bomber to be built by 
Handley Page. 

Continued on next page 

Kite Balloon 
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From Balloons to Bombers  cont’d 

 
Major General Hugh Trenchard took over command of the 
RFC in France in 1915.  He was to become  known as the 
father of the Royal Air Force but he always said that title 
belonged to Henderson.  Trenchard believed in the      
offensive use of the aeroplane.  Despite limited resource 
and outdated equipment he took the battle to the enemy 
and it was not long before the forces on the ground were 
recognising it.  By late 1916 there was a demand for 20 
more squadrons at the Western Front.  Planes were     
borrowed from the RNAS to meet this need and it soon 
become obvious there were big problems in the            
organisation and resources of Britain’s air services.  To 
increase the supply of personnel, facilities were set up in 
Canada, the USA and Egypt, where Australians were 
among the thousands being trained. 
 
All was not well at home, however, German bombing raids 
were devastating London and other cities.  Aircraft from 
the RFC and the RNAS were sent to intercept the German 
aircraft but could not get near them.  The Germans were 
faster and could fly much higher.  Drastic rethinking was 
needed but it wasn’t easy. 
The various  committees 
and boards within the 
Government’s   bureauc-
racy all agreed there were 
problems but had different 
ideas about how to solve 
them, if they could be 
solved at all.  Prime     
Minister Lloyd George 
asked General Smuts to 
sort it out - quickly - and 
Smuts called in General 
(now Sir) David Hender-
son.  
 
Against a lot of opposition, from 
Trenchard among others, they created the Royal Air 
Force, to be independent of either the Army or the Navy 
under its own Air Ministry.  Trenchard was appointed 
Chief of Air Staff but he        resigned after a squabble 
with the politicians.  Sadly,  Henderson was also a victim 
of the political wrangling and he also resigned.  Major-
General Sir Frederick Sykes, who had been Chief Staff 
Officer of the RFC when it went to France in 1914, be-
came CAS.  Trenchard later became commander of an 
independent force of bombers which carried out raids 
against German targets throughout the last five years of 
the war.   
 
In spite of all the political problems, the newly independent 
RAF fought effectively over the Western Front in direct 
support of the ground forces.  It also took the war to    
Germany and exploited the offensive potential of air 
power.  The first official RAF Communique reported 57 
enemy aircraft were brought down, 37 were driven out of 
control, and 7 lost to anti-aircraft fire, while RAF losses 
were 43. In the same period 85 tons of bombs were 
dropped, 380,173 rounds fired at ground targets and 3302 
photographs were taken. 
 
Although the concentration of effort was, quite naturally, 
on the Western Front, the air services also supported 

campaigns in other theatres of war.  The first RFC detach-
ment arrived in Egypt in November 1914 and a string of 
airfields was constructed along the Suez Canal and in the 
Nile Delta. Air support was provided to land campaigns in 
the Sinai, Palestine, Transjordan and Syria.  In         
Mesopotamia (Iraq) the RFC provided reconnaissance to 
the Indian Army Expeditionary Force and even attempted, 
unsuccessfully, to re-supply by air the besieged garrison 
at Kut-Al-Amara.  
 
At Gallipoli in 1915 seaplanes of the RNAS, operating  
initially from primitive aircraft carriers, were in action from 
the start of the Dardanelles campaign.  This air power, 
meagre as it was, was particularly appreciated during the 
evacuation of the Commonwealth forces in December 
1915 and January 1916. After the withdrawal from       
Gallipoli, the RNAS maintained two wings in the Aegean 
to guard the Dardanelles Straits for the duration of the 
war. 
 
In Macedonia, British forces joined the Greek and French 
troops in the fight against Germany’s ally, Bulgaria.  
RNAS and RFC squadrons supported the British Army 
along a 90-mile front from Monastir to the Aegean Sea.  

The RNAS assisted the 
Italians in controlling 
the Adriatic Sea and 
attacking targets on the 
coasts of Austria, Italy, 
M o n t e n e g r o  a n d      
Albania. In October 
1917, Britain dis-
patched two divisions 
from France to re-
inforce the Italians on 
the Piave f ront.        
Attached to this force 
were 5 RFC squadrons, 
later increased to 6.  

The air campaign was largely 
fought against the Austro-

Hungarians and was very similar to the air war over the 
Western Front although on a very much smaller scale. 
 
On an even smaller scale, British air power was present in 
other campaigns and fronts including East Africa, Russia, 
the North-West Frontier of India, Aden and the Red Sea, 
and finally in Gibraltar and Malta, where patrols were 
mounted against enemy shipping.  When the war came to 
an end on 11 November 1918, the RAF was less than 
eight months old, but had become the most powerful air 
force in the world.  It had 188 combat squadrons and 15 
flights with a total of 22,647 aircraft and 291,170 officers 
and men.  The production and supply of aircraft had     
become so successful that there was a surplus and the 
American Air Service never flew an American aeroplane in 
combat.  
 
Despite this incredible success in such a short period, the 
air services’ contribution to the end of the war should not 
be over-emphasised.  It was the soldiers in their trenches 
and the sailors in their ships that decided the outcome.  
Airmen and aircraft provided them with support but were 
not really a decisive weapon. 
 
Next issue - The Air Services come of age - the years 

up to and including World War II. 

The smallest and largest bombs in use in August 1918 
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Servicemen 
Find a British Army serviceman's record for World War 
One is a lottery, you could be lucky or you more likely may 
not be.  The Service records were sorted out in the 1930’s 
before they were stored in the Army Record Office in  
Walworth in London.  Not all records were kept.  Some 
were sent to Pensions.  Unfortunately World War II saw 
their destruction, at least for the most part. Only about 
30% of those records still exist. A World War II bomb 
dropped in 1940 on the Army Records Office caused a fire 
burning most of the records. 
 
The records called the Unburnt records can be found in 
National Archives Collection WO 364. These are on   
Ancestry.  They are in the main NCO’s and other ranks 
documents that were used for disability pension claims 
when they were discharged from the Army.  The originals 
are not available, only the microfilm copies at the National 
Archives.  Even then the record may or may not be all the 
record that originally existed.  National Archives           
Collection WO 363 are the Burnt records, what remains 
of them, which is around a quarter to 30%.  Mainly they 
are only fragments very carefully removed, at the best 
they are damaged.  What does remain can be found at the 
National Archives on microfim or on Ancestry.  Needless 
to say the originals of what is left are not available. These 
records can be difficult to read as they can be scored 
across by burning. That we have them at all is incredible.  
 
Collection PIN 26 is not a collection of photos on        
Pinterest but a small collection of service records kept by 
the Ministry of Pensions and the National Archives. There 
are about 22,000 of them, some got pensions, others did 
not. They start around 1920 and go on until 1989. They 
are not all the Pension records and account actually for 
only about 2%. They too are only part records and cannot 
be found online, probably why not all family historians 
know about them. They are the originals and can be found 
by going to the National Archives catalogue and searching 
by name.  
 
Pre World War One records can also be handy.  Some 
men who had served before 1914 re-enlisted. So if you 
think this may be the case, say the soldier is older, or you 
think he may have served in India or the Boer War try that.  
Some young men joined the Army if they did not have a 
family or wanted adventure and did enlist in the peacetime 
army.  Try Collection WO 97. The originals can be found 
at the National Archives, but they are on Find My Past too. 
Taking the same line of thinking, there are those who 
served in the Militia, the forerunner of the Territorials. The 
Militia was abolished in 1908 but some would have still 
been able to have served in WWI and re-enlisted. This is 
Collection WO 96. Once again they are on Find My Past 
and are in original format in the National Archives. 
 
If your soldier served in the Household Cavalry and was a 
casualty, Collection WO 400 may produce some results. 
It would be worth checking anyway. These original       
records can be found at the National Archives, but not 
online. The Household Cavalry Regiments also have a 
set. You can write of course – Household Cavalry        

Museum, Comberemere Barracks, Windsor, Berkshire, 
SL4 3DN, United Kingdom.  If you are visiting Windsor in 
Berkshire it would be worth a visit to The Household   
Cavalry Museum. However for a visit to any museum of 
this kind it is wise to let them know you are coming so  
access to the documents will be easier.  
 
When visiting Archives or Museums of this kind, also 
check whether or not you need a Reader’s Ticket. They 
can be obtained ahead of a visit. 
 
The really lucky ones are the Guards Regiments. They 
kept their own records as well. Try the archivists of each 
regiment. Not online, but you can write. Try The Regimen-
tal Archivist (of whatever regiment you need) Guards, 
Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1E 6HQ, 
United Kingdom and ask for the form.  They will send this 
back and you can fill it in and send it back so that the   
archivist can do a search. The record costs of course.  
Guards Regiments were also in the burnt and unburnt  
records as well, but if you cannot find them there, write to 
his Regiment.  
 
If your soldier re-enlisted in 1919 or later then his record 
will be available, though WWII records are not yet publicly 
available. They can still be privately requested, cost 30 
pounds Stirling and you need to provide kinship records. 
This kinship document can be found here http://
w w w . v e t e r a n s - u k . i n f o / p d f s / s e r v i c e _ r e c o r d s /
army_kinship.pdf.  Then the veteran’s living next of kin 
must give consent.  Somewhat lengthy process but can be 
done. 
 
What will you find in the record if you are lucky enough to 
find it?  Well his name, age  and number of course,      
although it would be wise to have that before you start if 
your serviceman has a common name, there are        
thousands of John Smith”s!!  If you have his medal look 
on the rim, his name and number will be there. On the 
documents you will find his place of birth, what he did for a 
living before he enlisted.  Whether or not he was married.  
Date and place he enlisted.  His physical description, that 
is a nice detail, one can get a better picture.  
 
The forms this all may be on are firstly the Attestation 
Form which is the one he filled in when he enlisted.  This 
might be as early as the Militia.  His medical history forms, 
that will include when he was ill or wounded.  If he was 
disabled there will be one.  Regimental conduct sheets 
can be interesting.  Did he get an award?  The discharge 
documents say when and where he was discharged and 
of course why.  Most quite normal end of service but now 
and again there is a surprise! 
 
Army Officers 
Once again these records too were burnt, more totally 
than the servicemen. There were supplementary records, 
but some of these were destroyed  before 1940. So once 
again a lottery, there are only 217,700 which have        
survived. What are left are supplementary records.  If your 
relative was a Guards officer try the Regiment as above 
for their records too still survive. 

Continued next page 

World War One Service Records in the UK National Archives 
Part Five - UK Army Service Records 

by Mary Temple 

http://www.veterans-uk.info/pdfs/service_records/army_kinship.pdf
http://www.veterans-uk.info/pdfs/service_records/army_kinship.pdf
http://www.veterans-uk.info/pdfs/service_records/army_kinship.pdf
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World War I Service Records - cont’d 

 
For the others -  
WO 339 is for the records of all officers who completed 
their service before 1922.  Regular army officers before 
the war, Special Reserve Officers, and those with tempo-
rary commissions in the regular army are also included.  
Reserve Officers who served with the Indian Army are 
also included. Search by first and last name.  It includes 
record of service and other records.  Correspondence, 
even some personal correspondence.  There can be    
attestation papers and other bits and piece.  You might 
find a date of death. In no date order and quite varied  
results in each case!  
 
WO 374 is for the Territorial Commission Officers and 
temporary commissions. Search by last name.  Well you 
can imagine what is going to happen with a last name 
search that is Smith or Jones!  Even a first and last name 
search!  Whoops!  Well there is a way but a longer way 
round. Search for the long number for that is how these 
records are organised.  Not difficult, the long number   
records are online in Collection WO 338 War Office:     
Officers'  Services, First World War, Index to Long     
Number Papers. These are from 1870 to 1922, so a 
search for an officer who served before WWI is technically 
possible.  Once you have his long number go back to WO 
374 and use the advanced search.  Only use the        

numbers, not the letters that are included in the whole 
number. They are of course National Archives records so 
put that in the space provided.  
 
It is possible that an officer’s name can be found in the 
War Diaries, but that is a big search, one needs to know 
where the officer served.  They can be found in Collection 
WO 95. The more confidential war diaries were in WO 154 
and these two have now been released. The maps are in 
WO 153.  Most of the war diaries are now online in the 
National Archives, and there is a cost of course. 
 
Medals 
Medal Rolls can be found in Collection WO 372 for    
1914-18, along with all the other services, although most 
of them belong to Army personnel, both officers and men. 
Can be found online at the National Archives.  
 
Silver War Badge Rolls 
These were awarded to all military personnel of Britain 
and the Empire regardless of rank who served at home or 
overseas and had been discharged by reason of wounds 
or illness.  Ancestry.com has these records online as has 
Find My Past. 
 

All the documents make a valued addition  
to the Family Archives. 

THE GOLD MAN 
by Peter Conole  

Hugh McLernon,  the first son of Inspector John McLernon 
of the WA Police (see the June, 2015 edition of  ‘Between 
the Lines’) was born at Geraldton on March 10, 1899 and 
educated at various State schools as the family moved 
around WA in accordance with his father’s transfers. From 
about the year 1916 Hugh served in the militia.  He was 
promoted to sergeant and company quartermaster in the 
87

th
 Battalion of Infantry from January 1, 1917.  Soon   

afterwards he was commissioned as a 2
nd

 Lieutenant and 
could have found his way into an active service World War 
I battalion.  He chose not to and entered the State’s Public 
Service as a clerk in the important Water Supply Board(1).   
 
Hugh received a better pay offer and went 
north to Pippingarra and Windimurra     
Cattle Stations, working as a jackeroo and 
horse breaker.  When Hugh returned to 
Perth in 1920 he decided to try policing 
and signed up as a Probationary        
Constable on December 23, 1920.  He did 
well and won appointment to Constable in 
March 1921.  
 
Hugh’s reputation for horsemanship 
meant that his first posting was with the 
Metropolitan Mounted Police,  operating 
out of the Roe Street Stables.  He left 
Perth for the more or less obligatory  
country service, which he undertook at 
Narrogin Police Station during the period 
1922-1925.  Hugh took a wife with him – 
he had married Marie Carr at Midland on 
March 11, 1922. They were to raise a 
family of seven, three sons and four 

daughters.  Two of the sons, John Stephen McLernon and 
Kevin McLernon, continued the family tradition and joined 
the WA Police(2).  
 
Marie’s family background is quite interesting in itself.  Her 
grandfather John Carr was the son of a landed gentleman 
of County Cork named Edward Carr.  John went to sea 
and flourished, eventually rising to master mariner and the 
captain of various merchant vessels operating around the 
world.  He made some voyages to WA in order to collect 
cargoes of wood at Rockingham. One of his sons, John 
Thomas Carr, married Kathleen Bergin and settled in WA, 
where he worked as a railway signalman (3). 

 
In March 1925 Hugh’s days as a uni-
formed man came to an end.  His        
superiors saw him as a potential investi-
gator and brought him back to Perth as a 
probationary detective.  He emerged as 
Detective Constable Hugh McLernon of 
the Criminal Investigation Branch (CIB) 
and spent ten years in the rank, operating 
around the State as required.  Good 
teamwork and total dedication delivered 
results.  Hugh was meticulous and pains-
taking in his work and reached the rank of 
Detective Sergeant in May 1935 (4).  
 
Hugh was an active member of the Police 
Union and kept up to speed with educa-
tional matters. During 1937 he applied for 
the position of instructor at the Police 
School, only to lose out to Sergeant (later 

 
Continued next page 

Hugh McLernon about 1930 
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The Gold Man - cont’d 

 
Inspector) William Harvey, a former Australian Army    
officer who won the Military Cross in World War I (5).  In 
the course of 1939 Hugh was elected president of the  
Police Union but was not able to hold the position for long 
as onerous and testing duties were just over the horizon.   
 
Everyone was aware of a pending new 
world crisis.  Even before World War II 
broke out the Commonwealth Government 
moved into action to protect national      
security.  In WA, Police Commissioner 
David Hunter formed a Special Bureau on 
August 25, 1939 and placed Sergeant 
Hugh McLernon in charge.  His job was to 
survey and deal with extremist organisa-
tions, whether of the left or right.  After war 
was declared in September, fascist, pseudo
-nazi and communist political organisations 
active in the State were placed under    
scrutiny.  
 
Hugh insisted - against some opposition - 
that the far left deserved the same treat-
ment as the far right.  At the time Nazi       
Germany and the Soviet Union were on 
friendly terms and had a peace pact, so he 
was quite correct.  Hugh noted that when his operatives 
obtained documents from ultra-left wing sources they  
contained more copious and sensitive military information 
than from elsewhere – data that could have been treach-
erously passed on to agents of declared enemy nations 
such as Germany and Italy (6). 
 
The Commissioner of Police and other officials certainly 
appreciated his successes.  He received a vote of       
confidence in October 1940 when he was placed in 
charge of the elite and highly regarded Gold Stealing   
Detection Staff at Kalgoorlie.  Hugh, Marie and their family 
boarded the train and headed east in the same month.  
 

Over the next twelve years next Hugh McLernon carried 
out brilliant work for the famous Gold Squad of the era 
and eventually emerged as the subject of Kalgoorlie    
legends and folklore.  He was very effective in shutting 
down gold theft rackets and illegal dealings on the fields.  
During one particular year he made 75 arrests and local 
shopkeepers expressed alarm because the quick decline 

in gold stealing reduced money in circula-
tion.  The detection work was complex and 
dangerous and had to be carried out with 
great secrecy, as some gold stealers were 
vicious thugs who had murdered police  
officers in the past (7).    
 
The Goldfields years made Hugh      
McLernon: he was promoted to Inspector 
on May 5, 1949 and called back to Perth in 
August 1952 to manage the CIB.  He 
played a leading role in organising security 
arrangements for the Royal Tour of 1954.  
During that event he went to Kalgoorlie 
again to help escort the Royals.  In October 
1955 Hugh was elevated to the rank of 
Chief Inspector, a position which involved a 
lot of direct personnel management,      

including disciplinary cases (8). 
 
On May 1, 1958 Hugh was appointed Deputy 

Commissioner of Police, second in rank only to          
Commissioner James O’Brien.  He performed effectively 
and showed both diplomacy and tact in refuting lies     
circulated by a politically motivated journalist.  In addition 
he moved with the times by promoting better co-operation 
between police and social welfare officials in the outback 
(9). 
 
Within twelve months he decided to retire.  Hugh     
McLernon left the WA Police on March 10, 1959, a move 
regretted by the commissioner who still, however, wished 
him “many well-earned years of peaceful repose”.  He and 
Marie managed a farm south of Perth for years, but spent 
time in Perth as the need or inclination arose.  Hugh died 
at Safety Bay on September 20, 1972 (10).   

Notes and References 
 

(1) For Hugh’s police career, his personal file preserved in the State Records Office is an amazingly copious 
and informative package covering many aspects of his life. See SRO Acc 1065, AN5 10/16 H.McLernon, 
Reg.no1331 - application to join Police Force, December 1920. The document includes details of his military      
activities, his early working life and remarkable rise to fame in the WA Police, plus much personal data.  
(2) See WA Police Records of Service of John Stephen McLernon (no 2077) and Kevin Cecil Hugh McLernon 
(no.2258)   
(3)  For a fuller account of the Carr family, see Verscheur, Mavis Random  Recollections (Vanguard Service 
Print, WA, 1981), pp64-66  

       (4) WA Police Record of Service of Hugh McLernon, no 1331. 
(5) SRO Acc 1065, AN5 10/16, H.McLernon, Reg.no.1331, application for position of  Instructor, August 1937; 
Conole, P. Protect and Serve; a history of policing in Western Australia, (Western Australia Police Service, 2002), 
pp161, 220 
(6) SRO Acc 430, 3797/39, Commissioner to Inspector John Doyle, August 22, 1939; SRO Acc 1065, AN5 
10/16, H.McLernon, Reg.no.1331, folios 233-235; WA Police Record of Service of Hugh McLernon, no.1331. One 
recent account virtually ignores the shocking reality of the threat posed by the German-Soviet pact until 1941: 
Oliver,B. and Latter, W.S. in Gregory, J. On the homefront: Western Australia and World War II (University of  
Western Australia Press, 1996), pp179-180. 

  (7)  SRO Acc 1065, An5 10-16 – numerous citations from the Chamber of Mines; Douglas, F.J. From Wool to  
  Stolen Gold (Albany,1988), p84 and Battye Library Transcript of Interview  with Gilbert Scott Handcock, p49 

     (8)WA Police Record of Service of Hugh McLernon, no 1331. 
 (9) Conole, op cit (2002), pp289-290, 314.  
(10) WA Police Record of Service of Hugh McLernon, no.1331. 

Deputy Commissioner  

Hugh McLernon 1958 
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The only photo Terry  Craig has of  

himself  and his father.  Story page 6 

Diane Oldman has launched a new website 
which will be of interest to many of our       
members, as well as non-members.  It covers 
the very early years of the West Australian    
colony, concentrating on a specific group.  
Please take a look at this site, you will enjoy it.   

http://sappers-minerswa.com 

Hello everyone.   
 
This is a reminder that the WAGS Raffle is 

up and running again.  First prize is 
$4,000, with four consolation prizes of 

$250 each.  There is an early bird prize of 
$300, however your ticket butts need to be 
returned to our Library by Wednesday 30th 

September to be eligible.  You have to be in 
it to win it!   Where possible can you pick 

up your raffle tickets at the library please, 
and help save on postage.  
 

You are asked to sell one book containing 5 
tickets for a total of $10 only.  This is one 
of our main fundraisers for the year so 

your participation would be greatly         
appreciated.  If you can sell more please 

collect them from the library.  
 

Thanks, Peter Godfrey, President. 

Aden Flag  with Badge When Harold Lydford was  

RAF AOC  there.  Story page 3 

Aden Jewish Boys’ School burned out in 1947 

While Harold Lydford was RAF AOC there. 

A view of Harlow, England.  Story page 5 

The new National Archives, England.  Story page 9 
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

General Meetings 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend 
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st      
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room, 
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   
Guest Speakers for :  October, November, December. 

Oct. 3rd Peter Godfrey 
Getting Back to  
Basics 

Nov. 7th 
Dom Chris Power 
from New Norcia 

The Life of Bishop 
Salvado 

Dec. 5th 
Leon Daly and  
Bill Ritchie 

Christmas Quiz 

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

Useful Websites 
 

www.raf.mod.uk/ -  click on ’History’  then 
choose from left side for RAF historical    
markers 

www.policewahistory.org.au - for WA Police 
Historical Society 

http://sappers-minerswa.com - for Diane    
Oldman’s new site 

If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps 
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so 
that all of our members can benefit. 

Welcome to New Members  

 
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
 

There have been no new members 
during the last three months. 

News from the State Library 
 
Our latest news is that we have developed a set of web 
pages making it easier to find our digitised Western   
Australian content.  We hope you will take the time to 
browse these pages as they highlight some wonderful 
content.  For more information please go to the Family 
History section of the SLWA Blog. 
 
In other news, the British Newspaper Archive (BNA) is no 
longer available at the State Library. However, all the 
newspaper titles in BNA are now available in British 
Newspapers 1600-1900 which means that you can     
access it from home with your SLWA  mylibrarycard. 
 
Happy hunting!  Leonie and Tricia. 

Bill Ritchie receiving his Loyalty Award  for 20 

years continuous membership of the Society  

from Leon Daly at the A.G.M. in May. 

Many thanks to Verna Nazzari and her husband for 
the wheels we now have on the heavy sign we put 
out when we are open. 
 
It has taken a load off our shoulders - literally. 

Website information 
 
The website has been changed slightly.  It should now be 
easier to follow, with no Members Only page, and every-
one who accesses the site will be able to see everything.   

https://slwa.wordpress.com/category/family-history/
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Family History Affiliates Conference 
 

Australind Saturday 5 September 2015 
 

 
This annual conference was attended by myself and Leon Daly as delegates. 
 
Delegates came from Australind, Bunbury, Busselton, Collie, Geraldton, Rockingham and WAGS. There were    
apologies from Albany and Esperance.  It would appear that Esperance may not be able to continue due to their   
facilities being hard to access for their ageing membership. 
 
Each society presented reports of their activities for the past financial year.  
 
Major items from these reports were: 
 
A successful  “Unlock the Past” cruise was held on the Astor in January this year. This involved a cruise to Esperance 
and return, with interesting talks being attended by those on board. 
 
The success of the 11

th
 Battalion Cheops project. 

 
Many members from across the state attended the Australasian Federation of Family History Organisations in      
Canberra in March. 
 
The Albany Society has moved into new premises in the Public Library in York Street. 
 
The Australind Society is in premises purpose built by the Harvey Shire, and is fully equipped with 10 computers with 
subscriptions to Ancestry and Find my Past. 
 
More Societies are tapping into the many grants that are available from local Shires, Lotteries West and other       
organisations, as we have in the past 12 months, with great success. 
 
Other issues were: 
 
Geraldton proposed that all future conferences be held in Perth due to the long distances for travel by themselves 
and Albany.  After discussion this was rejected.  It was felt that holding the conferences in different venues was useful 
for the networking that takes place. 
 
Australind proposed that we no long hold the Affiliates Conferences.  After much discussion this was rejected.  In its 
place it was agreed that the next conference be held in Collie as it is their 30

th
 anniversary, and that thereafter the 

conferences should be held every second year. 
 
WAGS presented a document regarding the various insurances that are available to affiliated societies. Rockingham 
has adequate coverage with no need to make any changes.  
 
WAGS also requested we all provide them with details of our special awards. 
 
An interesting talk was given by Lyndon Edwards from the local Historical Society about the Australind cemetery.  
When the original town plan was created a plot of land was set aside for this, and it was not until the first burial was to 
take place that they discovered that it was covered in heavy layers of limestone that were very hard to get through.  
Even now they just have to dig around it. 
 
The catering was again excellent and enjoyed by all. 
 

Peter Godfrey, President, September 2015. 


