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A Message from the President
Here we are in a new year and once more you are now
reading another excellent edition of our quarterly
magazine Between The Lines. Our editor Pamela has
been doing this for about 9 years and has decided that it
is time to “have a rest” from her duties. We all thank you
most sincerely Pamela, for all your hard work over the
many years. Pamela has one more edition to prepare, that
being for June, and as you may know by now John
Wiseman has stepped into the breach to take over this
voluntary position. Thanks to you also John.
I have again been keeping you up to date on some of the
goings on in Family History. However this is just the tip of
the iceberg as it were. I encourage you to join one, or all,
of the chat rooms, blogs etc, that abound on the net to
keep going forward with your research.
In a recent update I gave you some information about
citations. After some reflection, that also was just the tip
of the iceberg. So by the time this goes to print, I will have
started to provide more information about this.
Our library has all the latest editions of the relevant
magazines for you to read, besides having access to all
the best websites for searching. We have renewed our
membership of Ancestry after many years of getting a
freebie from them. We also have subscriptions to Find My
Past, The Genealogist and Forces War Records. These

are all excellent sites and I am sure that your have tried
them and perhaps found something that is not available
on one of the others? If you haven’t I urge you to do so.
They are continually being updates with new data bases
so keep looking!
We have some good speakers coming to talk to us again
this year so please keep an eye out for information about
them. Leon and I did a dummy run with our new
interactive screen in January and I am sure that this will
be used a lot to our advantage.
I have been indicating that I would be willing to run a basic
course in Genealogy. So far I have had some response
but not enough to make it worth will. If you or anyone else
you know would like to, know more or brush up on what
you know already you can contact me at
godfrey456@bigpond.com.
Bear in mind also that we are approaching our AGM and it
is that time when I urge you to consider joining our
Management Committee. New blood is always good so I
look forward to hearing from you.

Dear Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts,
Thank you very much for depositing with the State Library of Western Australia (under the Western Australian Legal Deposit Regulations 2013) issues published in 2016 of your publication(s):
·

Between the lines / Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts Inc.

The deposit of these serial issues enables the preservation of Western Australia’s published documentary
heritage for current and future generations.
This receipt is sent under the requirements of the Legal Deposit Regulations 2013.
Please let us know if this is not your preferred email address.
Yours sincerely,
Frances Hammond
Librarian – Liaison, Acquisition and Description
On behalf of the State Librarian.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Family History Society of
Rockingham & Districts Inc.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, 6 May 2017
at 2 p.m. 1st floor,
Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard,
Rockingham

All members should now have recieved their Membership Renewal Form. For those
of you who have not returned the form with your annual subscription, we urge you
to do so as soon as possible, AS NO REMINDERS WILL BE SENT.
The following timetable has been established for processing membership renewals:
February

Membership Renewal Forms posted.

31 MARCH End of financial year - subscription renewal due BY
MIDNIGHT

Nominations are called for
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
PROGRAM PLANNER
MEETING DAY COORDINATOR
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR
PUBLICITY OFFICER
LIBRARY COORDINATOR

31 MARCH MEMBERS NOT PAID UP BECOME
UNFINANCIAL AND WILL BE REQUIRED TO
PAY A JOINING FEE OF $10.00 (OR $5
CONCESSION) IF REJOINING THE SOCIETY.
April

Membership Cards for 2017/18 mailed to members.

6 MAY

Annual General Meeting (only financial members may
vote, nominate someone for Committee, accept
nomination for Committee or act as proxy).

Excerpt from Constitution

The Nomination Form attached OR
available from the Library, must be returned
to the Secretary no later than
4 pm on 28 April 2017 at

 Family History Society Library or
 PO Box 881, Rockingham 6968

Annual Subscription
12 (2) The annual subscription of a member shall be due payable before midnight on
31st March each year.
(3) No Member whose subscription is in arrears shall be entitled to claim any
right or privilege in the Society
Chris Dodson
Membership Secretary

WHY NOT A COMMITTEE
ROLE ?
All Committee positions will be vacated at the AGM on 6 May.
Why not consider becoming involved in the management of our
Society?

Eligibility: Only members of the Family
History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. financial on the day of the AGM can
i

Nominate a candidate for election
to Committee
ii Accept nomination for Committee
iii Vote at the AGM
iv Be nominated as a proxy
If you are unable to attend the AGM, you
may nominate a proxy to vote on your
behalf. Proxy forms are available from the
Library. The completed proxy form must be
returned to the Secretary BEFORE the
commencement of the AGM.

The Management Committee manages, in an honorary capacity,
the affairs of the Society including the conduct of meetings,
banking and financial reporting, correspondence, membership
and recruitment, meeting-day programmes and other events,
fundraising activities and publicity as well as the running of the
library.
We are fortunate to have volunteers who assist as library
assistants. We are disappointed that Pamela Lydford will not
be continuing as editor of Between the Lines. John Wiseman
has generously offered to be editor so Between the Lines will
continue.
“New blood” will be very welcome - and will be offered a
helping hand by old hands. Please think about it.
Members of the 2016/17
Management Commmittee
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DON’T FORGET TO
ATTEND THE AGM
and EXERCISE
YOUR VOTE
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PATHWAYS FROM ENNISTYMON
The origins of the Conole family of County Clare are lost
in the fog of antiquity. There are two core problems. Firstly, the name is one of the most rare and obscure in all of
Ireland. Secondly, the family was never important and a
supposed coat-of-arms (actually devised for the prominent
O’Connolly family in the 1700s) has no relevance for the
Conoles.
Any notion of ultimate descent from one of the old royal
lines of Ireland can be safely ruled out. A more reasonable
origin theory makes them descendants of the O’Coineoil
lay administrators of Drumcliffe Monastery, County Sligo.
They disappeared from the scene after 1461 and no
genealogies for the line are known to exist. There is
another theory that the family was originally from the isle
of Islay in the Hebrides, but again lack of evidence makes
it necessary to place the story to one side.
The family has been more believably linked with the ruins
of an old, sprawling and partly fortified archaeological site
at Cragballyconole (meaning: ’watering place of the
Conoles’) in the barony of Burren, County Clare. A couple
of ‘Conoles of Ballyconole’ flit across the historical scene
in the 1600s. That line sunk into complete obscurity after
the 1690s and left no traces or documentation.
The 114-acre estate at Cragballyconole must have
passed into other hands soon after the Penal Acts of
1715; it was offered up for lease by a Mr M. Mulvihill in
December 1812.
Work on possible Conole genealogies has been done in
recent years, with complex and sometimes dubious
results. The following is a cautious ‘state of play’ attempt
for this writer’s line.
(1)Patrick (the first) Conole, a resident of the coastal
township of Ennistymon in the Barony of Corcomroe,
County Clare, was probably born in about 1730. He
married Anne Pierce, whose family background suggests
a connection with a royalist Anglo-Irish Pierce family that
was forcibly moved from Kerry to Clare during the
Cromwellian settlement of Ireland. The couple left issue,
including:
(2)Patrick (the second) Conole, born at Ennistymon
about 1760. Patrick’s earliest children were also born
there and the family retained strong links with the town for
decades. Patrick married Honora Dalton by about 1785.
The Daltons, like the Pierce family, were Anglo-Irish in
origin. Recent research indicates Honora may have died
young and that in about 1794 the Conoles moved to Ballyvaughan, Drumcreehy Parish. It is worth noting that
members of some Conole families did indeed live at Ballyvaughan by the time of the census of 1801. Patrick the
second and Honora left issue including:
(3)Patrick (the third) Conole, probably born by 1786 at
Ennistymon. The likely date of birth is the latest possible if
he was the oldest son of the family. There is a rival and
perhaps less likely date of 1792. Patrick had at least two
full brothers: Martin and Michael and a sister, Mary. There
were alleged half-siblings from a second marriage of his
father. Patrick the third married Honora Nestor at the
latest in about 1809/1810. She was the daughter of Darby
Nestor of Allclowin Maghera (Clare) and his wife Mary
4

by Peter Conole

McGrath. Honora was born at Ennistymon and died at
Ballyvaughan. The marriage shows that family links with
Ennistymon were maintained after the move to Ballyvaughan. The first son of Patrick the third and Honora
was:
(4a)James Conole, born about 1810/1811. James
married Bridget Hickey just prior to 1832, at St Patrick’s
Church, Ballyvaughan. James flourished at Ballyvaughan
and strong family traditions indicate he became the
licensee of at least two inns or hostels. He could have
obtained them because of a fortunate marriage alliance.
One establishment may have been to the east at Kinvara
in the barony of Moycullen, County Galway. It is still
known as the Conole Inn. Regardless of the details, family
tradition is firm on the point that James was reasonably
well-to-do by Clare standards.
Although James and Bridget left issue, no male Conole is
listed in Griffith’s Valuation as an actual householder within Ballyvaughan. James himself seems to have died by
the year 1853 and was buried near the town in Rath cemetery, plot number 24. His wife Bridget passed away much
later (1896 according to a Rath record) and was placed in
the same plot. However, Bridget was buried under her
own family name - Hickey - and that may
confirm a tradition she began an-out-of-wedlock relationship after
James died. There are stories of family friction over wills
and property.
(4b)Jeremiah Conole (1818-1862), a younger son of
Patrick Conole the third and brother of James Conole,
moved to Victoria in the late 1850s but died not long afterwards, leaving a widow and children in desperate need of
care and support. There are strong traditions which
suggest his nephew Darby was sent to Victoria to care for
the bereaved kin. Jeremiah dies in 1862, Darby arrives in
1863 to do his duty. The end result: a decade later Darby
received a financial reward from Ireland.
(5)Darby Conole, the youngest son of James Conole (4a)
and the nephew of Jeremiah (4b), was born at Ballyvaughan on June 4, 1841. He migrated to Victoria in
1863 as described above and lived with (and provided for)
the folk of his deceased uncle. One of the latter’s sons
became a marble mason. Years later, out of gratitude for
what Darby had done for his family, the mason made a
beautiful marble dinner table and gave it to Darby and his
wife Keziah. The table is now in the possession of an Adelaide branch of the kindred.
Darby himself had been well looked after in Ireland and
received a good education, including higher studies at a
college. The latter will have cost a ‘pretty penny’, another
indication of healthy family finances. There is a yet
another tradition that Darby got into strife (excessive
alcohol use being a likely reason) and was expelled from
the college.
Continued on next page
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Pathways from Ennistymon - cont’d
According to a better attested story Darby then engaged
in farm work and obtained additional employment as a
tutor for local moneyed families in his part of Clare. He
seems to have rented or shared a house not far from
Ballyvaughan in the early 1860s. In later years Darby said
he had a wonderful view of Galway Bay from the site. He
also boasted of being one of the few truly ‘learned men’ in
his district. He was highly literate and fluent in English,
Gaelic and perhaps Latin and also something of a
musician. Darby played the Irish pipes and probably the
fiddle (violin). Love of classical music was to become a
family thing: one of his daughters was a professional
violinist in Melbourne, another a semi-professional violinist
and music teacher.
Whatever his attainments, Darby did any work he could to
support his young relatives in Victoria; we even learn of
him receiving a tinker’s licence. Then after obtaining his
‘pot of gold’ reward in about 1873 he moved west to settle
at Dartmoor in the Portland district. Darby married Keziah
O’Brien (1855-1916) at Dartmoor on October 16, 1879.
She was the daughter of Luke O’Brien (probably from
Galway) and his wife Sarah West, a couple who migrated
to the colony in 1841. Darby flourished as a rather wealthy
storekeeper, landowner and local office holder. For
example, he was Deputy Registrar of Dartmoor from 1886
until 1917 and also the Weather Gauge Operator.

retained a firm but probably misguided belief in the high
social status of his ancestors. On the credit side he was a
notable community benefactor and donated land to build
the local church at Dartmoor. He also sent money back to
Ballyvaughan to restore his old church there after it had
been damaged in a major fire. During World War I he
made generous payments to a Patriotic Fund established
to support troops in the field.
The foregoing good deeds were public knowledge. There
is also a less certain but believable story that during the
Victorian recession of the 1890s he saved various unfortunates from ruin by forgiving debts and giving credit on
easy terms. As one can imagine he and his warm-hearted
wife Keziah were popular in the district and fond tales of
Darby’s quirky sense of humour, kindness and vanity
became part of local folklore. Within a year of Keziah’s
passing Darby Conole died at Dartmoor on June 20, 1917.
References: Conole, F. Conole family oral history (1999);
Telford, P. and R. Conole Family History (Manuscript, 2003),
pp4-7; Conole, P. Conole of Ennistymon (research notes, 2016,
pp1-4).
The writer dedicates this piece about his great-grandfather
Darby Conole to Erna Nunn and the Telford family, who
led the way over two decades in collecting and verifying
data about the family history.

Darby was an assertive and at times arrogant man who

Speakers’ Corner (1 and 2)
Our first speakers for the year were
Leon Daly and Peter Godfrey. Leon
spoke to us about creating GEDCOM
files to transfer your family tree to an
online data base, i.e. Family Tree
Maker to Ancestry.
GEDCOM is an acronym for Genealogical Data
Communication. Leon demonstrated this with snap shop
of the pages you will see when creating this file and how
to navigate through them.
Peter then demonstrated on his Family Tree Maker file
the
synching
with
Ancestry and some of the
tricks of the trade when
updating your tree. This
included entering facts with
citations, uploading pictures
and other media to your
tree. Peter will expand on
this in August after a trip to England in May to search for
Manorial Records for his family the Alchornes in Sussex.
****************************
In February John Macdonald spoke on “Nelson’s Navy The Myths And The Legends”. John exposed some
myths about the Royal Navy
from 1792 to 1815, and
discussed the Battle of Trafalgar.
He first showed us images of the
navy which showed the truth or
myth of some legends. Food –
men were well fed or would not
have been able to do the heavy
work involved on their ships. He
“Between the Lines” Vol. 21. No.

showed us a chart that proves how well fed they were.
Many myths were started with stories by
disgruntled
sailers and people like John Masefied wrote many of them
and poems. Biscuits (French bis – twice, and cuit –
cooked) were somewhat hard but could be softened.
Messes could buy their own
food when possible. Alcohol –
was beer, and rum on special
occasions only. Punishments
were given by the bo’suns. Pay
– Prize money was shared with
all members of crews in
descending amount by position.
Sleeping - although space
between hammocks was small
only half the crew slept at a
time, the others being on 12 hour watches, so there was
actually more space to spread out.
John finished with the Battle of Trafalgar. Apparently,
although the British were outnumbered and outgunned
they knew they would win and the Spanish and French
knew they would lose. The British ships and crews were
much more disciplined and shot at the hulls of enemy
ships and the enemy always shot at
sails and rigging. Shooting at the hulls
aimed directly at the enemy’s firepower
and did more permanent damage.
Many questions and much discussion
after John’s talk.
This was a most interesting talk with a
lot of questions and discussion
afterwards.

John Macdonald
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Have you considered pursuing a one-name-study of any of your ancestral surnames? It has been exactly five
years since I briefly mentioned my short-lived involvement in this pursuit, on the front cover of ‘Between the
Lines’ in March 2012. Here is a more thorough look at

MY MUM’S NAME

by Diane Oldman

Although I had been pursuing my family’s history since 1987, I didn’t join the Guild of One Name Studies until late 2011.
I decided to start a study of the name ALBONE (my mother’s maiden name). Over the years, research of my Albone
direct line ancestors had been grandly supplemented by my fifth cousin, Jane Albone, who supplied stories and
pedigrees of the Biggleswade (Bedfordshire) Albone families which have brought the name to life. Unfortunately I had
to give up my Guild membership about a year later when I was too sick to work.

Variants and deviants
I have encountered in my own research variants and deviants of the name: Abbyrne, Alban, Albon, Allbon, Allbone,
Albun, Albyrn, Aubon, Auburn and, of course, plurals of most of them. Parish clerks and registrars have a lot to answer
for. Local medieval forms include Albon, Aylbern, Albin and Albyn. However, modern versions of the name seem to
have settled as Albone (Biggleswade) and Albon (Arlesey and Southill). I identified Alban (mainly in Wales) as a
deviation.

Origin of the surname
I will not presume to guess at the origin of the name Albone. In most Internet sources the name is sufficiently unusual
not to be mentioned at all. Most other sources I have checked invariably return to Percy H Reaney’s definitive work on
surnames (1958:p.3). Reaney offers many variations. The name may be derived from the Latin albus meaning white or
bright; but in my experience the Albones were dark haired and swarthy skinned. The name may have derived from St
Alban, the first British Christian martyr (3rd century). Whatever its origins, the name has been found in Reaney’s early
recording of the name as follows: Albanus filius Willelmi 1212; Walter Alban 1250; Adam Albon 1275; Hugh Alybon
1297; William Albon, Albone 1376; William Albanes 1379; William Alybone 1397. Latin Albanus (of Alba), the name of
the martyr St Alban, is recorded as Seynt Albones in 1421.

Historical occurrences
My Albone men of the 18th century, were Biggleswade carpenters, but
the deprivations of the Napoleonic Wars saw them sink into lives of
crime in the early to mid 19th century. My 4 x great grandfather
Edward Albone (1761-1827) managed to be arrested eleven times
and sentenced to time in the Bridewell, House of Correction or County
Gaol (right), and even publicly whipped, on eight occasions. His
brother James (1756-1805) was sentenced to transportation and then
pardoned in order to join Mungo Park’s second and fatal expedition to
Africa. James and others in the expedition died on the overland
journey. Edward’s son, William (1800-1873), was sentenced to death,
commuted to transportation to Australia for violent assault with intent
to kill and murder a gamekeeper. The ending for William was a happy
one. The Albone crimes were about theft of wheat and vegetables,
poaching game and stealing timber with more than an occasional bout
of drunkenness thrown in.
1998 it occurred 13 times in one

In data from the 1881 census, the name
Albone occurred ten times in one million; in

In direct contrast, Daniel (Dan) Albone (1860-1906) remains a Biggleswade hero
even today. As a young man he was a champion cyclist and was the inventor of
one of the early safety bikes and bicycle accessories. At his Ivel Engineering
Works he manufactured agricultural machinery, including an early tractor which
he exported all over the world, motor bikes and motor cars. Dan’s relationship to
me is distant: he was my great-grandfather’s fourth cousin.
million. The ethnicity of the name is 99.20% British [gbnames.profiler.org]

6

Continued next page

“Between the Lines” Vol. 21. No.

My Mum’s Name - cont’d
Frequency of the Name

Distribution of the name
In 1881, out of 265 people named Albone in England and Wales, 209
lived in Bedfordshire [Surname Atlas]. In 1998 Britain’s top postal town
for the name was Biggleswade. My own statistics show that from 18371962, 68% of people with the Albone name in England and Wales were
born in the Bedfordshire districts of Ampthill, Bedford, Biggleswade,
Hitchin, Luton and St Neots; over 55% were recorded in the Biggleswade
registration district.
Other distributions I recorded back in 2011 were:
1841 Census of England and Wales: 81 records
1911 Census of England and Wales: 406 records
1880 Census of United States: 17
1911 Census of Canada: 6
US Social Society Death Index: 43
The ‘old’ IGI of British Isles: 4181 Albone; 375 Alban; 1853 Albon
The ‘old’ IGI of North America: 11
The ‘familysearch’ births & christenings of Biggleswade 1600-1837: 1206
(many of them duplicates).

Data
I gathered up some UK incoming and outgoing passenger lists and some British Army WWI records. Bedfordshire
Gaol records 1801-1879 for 73 Albone men (mostly my family!) form one of my datasets. My Albone Biggleswade
descendant pedigree is an ancestry public tree. Now that birth, marriage and death, census, national probate,
immigration and many other indexes are available, it may be up to the One-Namers to offer up only the most esoteric
of records.

Oh, and By the Way

My Mum’s name was Sylvia Pearl Albone; she hated to be called
’Sylvie’ which my Dad called her all the time. She was born in Biggleswade. She told me one of her first memories was of the celebrations of
the World War One Armistice Day. When I tried to uncover stories of
my mother’s childhood in Biggleswade, I found her introspective,
bordering on secretive. She seemed to have an antipathy towards her
childhood which I found difficult to overcome. I think I now know what
the expression ‘it’s like tryng to get blood out of a stone’ really means.
Sylvia started her working life in the Lewis H Falk factory in Letchworth
Garden City which produced embroidery work for shawls, pillow cases,
etc. In good weather she cycled ten miles to work and ten miles home
again. If the weather was very bad and she was forced to travel on the
bus, the fare was 3/6d. a week. At the age of 14 she was earning only
7/6d. a week and out of the wage packet all but sixpence went to her
mother. Sometime later when the factory went into military uniform work
she earned better money on piece work. She met my father, Jim
Oldman, when he got a job in the Biggleswade area. They were married
on Christmas Eve 1938 and subsequently went through WWII and its
aftermath together in Essex. In 1949 we (three children by then) moved
to Hampshire. Sylvia and Jim spent ten years in Shoalwater, WA during
the 1970’s and then returned to England. At the age I now am, Sylvia
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and died aged 87.

The results of the WAGS raffle are as follows:
Congratulations to 1st Prize Winners: K and J McKenzie – Collie
4 Runner up prizes of $250 went to: K Nind - Duncraig; I Patridge - Carine;
E Fowler - Gosnells; D McKenna – Australind
“Between the Lines” Vol. 21. No.
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO MANORIAL RECORDS
Wow!! One of your English lines is back to the 1500’s.
The Parish Record route is running out. Now what!!??
The answer – Manorial Records. You just might be lucky.
It was not only the well off who are mentioned, but in and
amongst the records are the lesser mortals.
600 years of Anglo Saxon rule ended when William the
Conqueror won the Battle of Hastings in 1066. William
brought the Norman system of land ownership to England,
the feudal society, whereby everyone knew their place.
The King was the top of the hierarchy, then the nobles,
followed by the knights.
Doing all the work were the peasants, serfs, villeins and
slaves. That was not a typo!! A villein is not a villain. A
villein was a bonded tenant and he was not allowed to
leave the Lord of the Manor’s land without that Lord’s permission. A peasant had a small piece of land of their own,
but they worked for the Lord too. There were also free
peasants who could work for themselves, but paid taxes
to the Lord. A serf was bound to the Manor, they provided
labour and military service to the Lord. Slaves could be
bought and sold. Movement through the hierarchy was
possible, but not generally from the peasants etc.
Basically King William I evicted most of the Saxon landowners of England and granted these lands to his own
loyal lords. In turn these lords parcelled out areas of land
as tenancies known as freeholdings, copyholdings and
leaseholdings to their own knights and vassals and kept
the best bits. (The Domesday Book of 1086 sometimes
names the original Saxon owner and the new Norman
owner.) These exchanges of land (fiefs) were all paid for
by loyalty and military service to the King which included
provision of trained soldiers and their equipment for any of
the King’s wars.
Grants of land could be vast and in different parts of the
country. Or lands could all be in the same area, but
perhaps in different villages, or perhaps more than one in
a village, hence the need for local stewardship and the
manorial system.
Manors ran the area they had on behalf of the Lord of the
Manor. They utilised the land. The serfs, peasants and
villiens were subject to the Lord of the Manor and the
custom of that Manor. Just like today, law and order were
needed and disputes had to be settled. Manorial
Documents show us who were involved in disputes and legal
activities as well as who did business.
Many manors in villages still exist as estates and records
are not only pre 1600 but post as well. I looked up a manor in a village where I grew up and found documents in
the 1700s.
Surnames as such do not exist in the early records they
gradually evolved in the 1300s. Initially only a forename is
used, or a forename and the place where that person originally came from, i.e. Robert de Breton is Robert who
came from Brittany.

by Mary Temple

many instances of heiresses mentioned; or if the woman
was a widow and her new husband took over the manor.
Marriages and dowries are important documents. There
are no family trees, children need to be worked out from
the documentation. Wills are useful documents. All this
type of documentation may not be in the manorial
documents but in family document collections.
Courts.
There were two Manorial Courts.
Court Baron.
Met more or less monthly to administer the organisation of
the manor estate. Plenty of names here!
There were the names of officials and jurors of the court.
Minor offences were punished by an amercement (fine) to
the Lord of the Manor.
Marriages of daughters of tenants were recorded and a
fee (merchet) paid by the bride’s father normally, to the
Lord of the Manor. This fee also applied when a widow
remarried.
Tenancy land had to be transferred on death to its heir.
The tenancy was surrendered and the admission of the
heir as the new tenant was recorded with a fee to the Lord
of Manor called a heriot. The relationship between the
previous tenant and the new one is probably there too!!
Different types of tenancy were used:
Freeholder In medieval times land held from the Lord of
the Manor for a fixed rent.
Copyholder. Evolved from customary tenure where the
holder worked on the Lord of the Manor’s
land. It became copyhold later as the tenant
received a copy of the entry in the Court
Baron records.
This copyhold again
evolved into a three generation lives
tenancy, i.e. possibly grandfather, son and
grandson. Copyhold existed until 1926.
Leaseholder. Leased for a year at a time during medieval
times.
Court Leet.
Held twice a year. This was the court of law of the manor
held by virtue of frankpledge, a transfer of responsibility
from the royal courts to the manor. The court was usually
responsible for the appointment of the Constable, felons
were dealt with, assaults, robbery, highway controversies,
disputes and such like. Murderers were tried in the early
days of these courts. Names once again, officials and
jurors, witnesses and the name/s of the accused. Courts
Leet declined as the Parish became more important than
the manor in the 1500s.
Continued next page

Women do not appear in the very early Manorial
documents as lands had been given by King William I to his
Lords. They do appear later where they own land i.e. if
there was no son and the daughter inherited, there are
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Manorial Records - cont’d
Documents and some more terminology
What documents will you see?
The custumal, is the document listing the customs of the
manor and also included agricultural and other activities
carried on. The rulebook in effect. These are found mainly in the earlier records. The document normally includes
the names of the tenants and their holdings with their obligations to the Lord of the Manor.
Terriers. No, not a cute, lively dog! These documents
and maps describe the lands of the manor, their tenants
and obligations.
A Glebe is similar to a terrier but describes church lands
and property and as such, although similar, are not
included in this article for we are genealogists!
The rentals. The 1300s were a time of turmoil. The Black
Death reduced the population drastically and workers
demanded higher wages. The climate turned very cold
and wet and famine resulted. Kings had a lower tax base
so increased the taxes. The Lord of the Manor had less
workers who were demanding more money, so he leased
out his estates to others. Rentals were the lists of those
tenants and the rents they paid.
The extent. The value of the demesne, the land that the
Lord of the Manor held for himself rather than that he had
tenanted to others.
Messauge. This is a term found in many documents. A
house and outbuildings and its surrounding land.
Accounts. All businesses generate these and the manors
were no exception. Work was completed and paid for,
purchases were made, items were sold etc. Names of
those who did the work or supplied the goods etc. can be
found along with interesting insights into the costs of
things.
Inquisitions post mortem aka an escheat. When the Lord
of the Manor died, the Escheator took charge of the estate
and convened a jury. An inquest was held as to the
extent and the virtual custumals, and more, of the land the
dead man had owned and who was to inherit. Can also be
useful for lesser names as they might be witnesses or
jurors. Escheats exist from 1240 to 1660.
Surveys. These are very handy for names and sometimes
genealogical or at least some more information. Could be
for Inquisitions post mortem. The survey documents were
for the benefit of the manor and possibly taxes, so have
many titles as a consequence.
Maps. A useful addition to the family files. Maps of
estates with individual holdings and boundaries usually
associated with Surveys.

Henry VIII in the 1500s dissolved the monasteries and
along with the Tudor habit of beheading their opponents,
and consequent family loss of estates, gave rise to masses of manorial documents. There were also changes in
government departments increasing their
control and
documentation. Taxes were imposed, often land, resulting in those Surveys.
Where can these documents be found?
The first place to look is in the UK National Archives at the
Manorial Documents Register (MDR). Look for the
historical county, the parish and the name of the estate.
This should then come up with what is available. It is not
all digitised yet, there are masses of documents.
Check the County Archives, they also hold local
manorial documents as well as other interesting information such as the family collections that have been
sent to them for safety. Legal documentation, deeds,
wills,
disputes that ended in court and so on can be
found. Some are digitised.
If you have to pay a visit to the National Archives at Kew,
or the County Archives, remember to inform them you are
coming and what you require so that the documents can
be ready for you. Documents can be in storage elsewhere. Wear white cotton gloves as you handle
documents.
The Tricky Bits
These documents were naturally written in the documental
language of the times – Latin. Sometimes rather abbreviated Latin at that. French, as the language of the Normans, can also be found. Some documents have a mixture of the two.
Latin and old handwriting can prove troublesome. The
National Archives comes to the rescue with its interactive
courses in
Latin
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/latin/beginners/
and old handwriting
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
If old handwriting still proves troublesome join Rootschat,
http://www.rootschat.com/ a very helpful, friendly, free
forum. Along with members being able to ask and answer
genealogical questions they have a section on old handwriting and simple Latin where other members can give
you help.
Troubles as in the Anarchy between King Stephen and
Queen Matilda and the Wars of the Barons and King
John, both mentioned in the recent series “Magna Carta”,
plus the Wars of the Roses, caused loss of documents.
Also, needless to say, natural loss.
Good Hunting!

Famous quote that applies (all too often) to questionable genealogy: “Get
your facts first, then you can distort them as you please.” —Mark Twain
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Contributed by Norma Conwell from Brisbane

I took this photo, when I was on the Isle of Man, a couple of
years ago. The black swan is on the lake in Tynwald National
Park, St Johns, Isle of Man.
Old Kirk
Braddan
(Church)
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Black swans were first seen by
Europeans in 1697, when
Willem de Vlamingh’s
expedition explored the Swan
River in Western Australia.
Norma Conwell.
“Between the Lines” Vol. 21. No.

PHILIP AND SOPHIA - A LOVE STORY
Lund University, Sweden - press release
It’s a classic 17th century love story: Boy meets girl. Boy
and girl fall in love. Boy goes missing and is presumed
murdered by girl’s royal spouse, who then divorces girl
and imprisons her for the rest of her life. So it went with
the Swedish count Philip Christoph Königsmarck and
German princess Sophia Dorothea of Celle, whose starcrossed romance is widely believed to have been snuffed
out by Sophia’s husband, a mean dude who later became
King George I of Britain.
Now, over 322 years after he disappeared from
Leineschloss Castle in Hanover, Königsmarck’s body may
have finally been recovered.
The princess’s 29-year-old lover was last seen in July
1694, visiting his mistress at the castle during nocturnal
hours; they were plotting to escape her oppressively
unhappy marriage and elope later that summer. The
details of this scheme, along with the arc of the illicit
relationship more broadly, survive on in the 300 love
letters that Sophia and Philip exchanged over the course
of two years, which are now preserved at Lund University
in Sweden.
Multiple hired hands
admitted to killing
Philip for this open
cuckolding of the
future British king, so
there’s little doubt
about the count’s sad
fate. However, some
reports
suggested
his body had been
thrown in a river or
otherwise disposed
of outside the castle
grounds.
This
theory
was
thrown into question
on August 11, 2016, when construction workers who were
renovating an area of the castle uncovered a human skeleton that many
believe to be Sophia’s ill-fated lover.
Initial examination has confirmed that the remains are likely centuries old, while researchers from the University of
Göttingen are currently working to see if DNA extracted
from the bones matches samples from Königsmarck’s living relatives.

other. Sophia has come off as sympathetic despite her
infidelities because George was such a preposterously
terrible husband.
For starters, George was unfaithful to Sophia long before
she strayed, and he enjoyed openly spurning her in favor
of his main mistress Melusine von der Schulenburg. But
beyond his hypocrisy, George had a reputation for being
an intolerable and relentless jerk to pretty much everyone
he came across, especially his wife, who he frequently
physically and verbally assaulted.
In fact, to get a true measure of George’s scumbaggery,
it’s worth noting that his own mother called him “the most
pigheaded, stubborn boy who ever lived, who has round
his brains such a thick crust that I defy any man or woman
ever to discover what is in them,” according to Eleanor
Herman’s 2005 history Sex With the Queen.
Yes, that’s the woman who gave him life summing up his
qualities. It should give you a sense of the torment
experienced by Sophia in their
marriage and some insight into her
desperation to bolt for greener romantic
pastures.
But George had other plans. After the hit
on Königsmarck was
ordered, George had
Sophia locked up at
Castle Ahlden in
Saxony for the remaining 32 years of
her life.

mains are still located.

She was buried first
at her place of imprisonment, and then
transferred to rest
with her parents in
Celle where her re-

Perhaps if the body recovered from the site of the lovers’
last meeting is determined to be Philip, he will be interred
with her for posterity. It would be a satisfying end to this
cold case of adultery, deception, and murder that has
remained unsolved for over three centuries.

Indeed, Philip and Sophia’s love story has been the
inspiration for books and films, in large part because so
much of it lives on through their passionate letters to each

Speakers’ Corner (3)

Diane Foster gave the first half of her program
Preserving Your Family Heritage at our March
meeting, being ‘Preserve or Perish’. This told of
the different types of drawing beginning with cave
paintings, hides, Cuniform, clay tablets, then onto
Vellum (from animals), plant fibres (papyrus to
flax), then rags to paper. China developed paper
first in the AD 600s. The modern era with paper
starts in the 1840s with wood pulp which was
debarked and pulped. Oils and other solids stay in the With rags
“Between the Lines” Vol. 21. No.

paper during this process and eventually a new
way to make paper had to be found. New
chemicals in some paper means it lasts from
100-500 years but do
not use recycled paper.
Diane’s talk ended with
Storage, climatic conditions and Resource
Management.
Next month Diane will
enlarge on these subjects.
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LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari

Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:
Gerald Thomson
Betty Ballard
Chris Dowd

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

No new Accessions this quarter
The audience at Diane Foster’s talk

Useful Websites
www.mun.ca/mha - for crew lists of all shipping

Members’ Interests

www.british-history.ac.uk - a cornucopia of historical
information, particularly 1300-1800 AD.

TEMPLE
RICHARDSON

www.historicaldirectories.org - for local and trade directories 1750-1914. Search by location, decade, keyword.

BAILEY
ROBERTS
SHELTON

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk - tells what the vale of old
money is up to 2005, and what 2005 money would have
bought in past centuries.
If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so
that all of our members can benefit.

News from the State Library
Ancestry.com
Has updated their prison records for Somerset 1807–1879 and
Gloucestershire 1728-1914.
Added new databases for Church of England registers from
Jersey (UK); and London Stock Exchange Membership Applications 1802-1924
Western Australia
Church of the Transfiguration (Anglican) – Victoria Park Marriage registers 1900–1930 now digitised (Call number: ACC
9491AD)
If you are looking for pictures from a particular suburb
(including local sports teams, streetscapes and family
photos) don’t overlook Local Studies Collections at public
libraries. You can find links to some photo collections in
our family history bookmarks - control and click to access.
Ireland
Another great indexing project to make Irish records
available is the Irish Registry of Deeds Project website –
check it out.
Leonie Hayes
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Yorkshire, Durham, 1700s-1960s
Yorkshire, Durham 1700s
Pamela Lydford, pam.lyd@bigpond.com

)
) all Lincolnshire England 1750-1880
)
Mary Temple, maryandregtemple@westnet.com.au

GODFREY Kent England prior 1696
JACKSON London England prior 1850
GOODWIN Shropshire prior 1900
Peter Godfrey, godfrey456@bigpond.com
GOODE
HENSBURY )
HENSBREY )

Suffolk, England, <1730
Worcestershire, England, <1850

McGARRY
GANE
MORROW

Sydney, NSW, Australia, >1890
Hitchen, Hertfordshire, England, >1777
Killly Begs, Donegal, Ireland, >1804
Val Zilko, convill@westnet.com au

Keith Good, kayjay003@bigpond.com

General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to attend
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for : April, May, June.

1st April

Diane Foster

Preserving Old
Documents - Part 2

6th May

AGM, then
Leigh Straw

Convict Women in WA

3rd June

Julie Martin

Writing Family History
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