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      A Message from the President 
This addition of our quarterly magazine again contains some fascinating articles. John Wiseman, our editor is always on 
the lookout for articles from members and non members alike, so if you have anything at all, particularly about your 
struggles with finding your ancestors, the why don’t you share it with the rest of us. Your problems are most probably 
the same as some of us have gone through in the search for that elusive record back in the 1700’s for example. In one 
of my articles I make mention of my elusive Irish ancestor Catharine Boyce. All I know is that she was born around 1800 
in Ireland and went to London and married my 3 x Great Grandfather William Henry Piddington, on 21 Nov 1826 in 
Deptford Kent. Perhaps some of you might know of this person, if you do I would love to hear from you! 
One of our talks this year was by Diane Foster about conservation of documents. I am going to purchase a box of 100 
sleeves to keep my precious documents in. Will let you know when they arrive and I won’t mind selling some on to 
members for a modest price. 
 
I am currently researching the ancestors of a person who contacted us about a month ago and have found some 
fascinating material for him, such as his Grandfather’s WW1 record from the National Archives in Canberra, he died in 
Ypres; and that his 2x Great Grandfather was a  member of the 96th Foot Regiment in England. A Chelsea Pensioner 
he came to WA on the ‘Hashemy’ as a Pensioner Guard with his family. I have also managed to get a whole lot of info 
from  Trove about his people. You never know what  you can find until you look! 
 
The Seniors Expo is coming up in October and during my weekly updates I will be calling for volunteers to “person” our 
stall. This is one of the main advertising ways of communicating our presence to the wider community. Please help if 
you can. 
Peter Godfrey 
August 2017. 

  

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2017—2018 

President Peter Godfrey, 77 Carlisle Street, Shoalwater, 6169 ph. 9592 5887 godfrey456@bigpond.com.au  
Secretary, Betty Vanderlande     17 Weaver Lane, Wellard . 6170    ph. 9419 2436   slaintebetty@bigpond.com 
Membership Secretary Chris Dodson,12 Villefranche Rise, Port Kennedy, 6172  ph. 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net  
Treasurer Leon Daly,12 Westminster Grove, Port Kennedy, 6172  ph.9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com  
Program Planner Rae Matthews, 24 Jamaican Road, Waikiki, 6169   ph.9591 3139 raes4help@yahoo.com.au  

Fundraising Coordinator Terry Craig,17 Hennessy Way, Rockingham, 6168  ph.9529 1230 vk6pq@iinet.net.au  
Publicity Officer : Position Vacant 
Library Coordinator Verna Nazzari, 7 Mensa Close, Rockingham, 6168   ph.9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au  
 
Appointed Positions: Ron Hassall (Auditor); John Wiseman (Newsletter Editor); Betty Vanderlande (Website Administrator).  

 

Our President has found me  a new office to work from, unfortunately it is situated just across from  
Canterbury Cathedral, a bit too far to commute! I’m afraid I’ll have to decline the offer.  
From the President: “No we won’t be opening an office in Canterbury.” 
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It’s a Matter of Survival 
By Diane Oldman #0025 

Everyone now expects to be able to access what they want online. Indeed we are all driven online to converse with            
government and private entities alike. If you don’t have a computer or some other ‘device’ it is sometimes impossible to 
get anything done.  Yet in the arena of archival material, digitisation is slow and expensive; this makes our access to it 
expensive. Worse than that, there are many key archival materials that simply did not survive because decisions were 
made back in the day to save only a selection of documents, not a complete series; or because of lack of space or lack 
of money to institute the preservation processes required. Then, of course there were catastrophes—Oliver Cromwell’s 
destruction of parish records; the WWII blitz that burned our WWI soldiers’ records.  I was therefore entranced at the 
amount of and detailed nature of World War I records now available in Australia. 
 
I had researched WWI soldiers in Britain with disappointing results.  My own grand-uncles’ documents were among the 
burnt records of the blitz, mentioned above.  I had to cobble together as much as I could from medal rolls, regimental 
histories, war diaries and honour boards.  The Army service records of my husband’s uncle, a Lieutenant in the Kings 
Own Borderers, survived but are still not digitized. I recall the paper records I ordered from the Department of Defence 
comprised 43 pages of which three related to his service before he died, and the remaining 40 related to administrative 
wrangling about his pension after his death. Disappointing—but perhaps now they are with the National Archives more 
will be available if and when they are digitized.  Attestation Papers of Theodore Sololo (the subject of a previous BTL 

article) are now digitized and available through ancestry.com, but several years ago when I was 
researching him, they were only available from the Canadian Archives at a cost; nonetheless, 
the 53 pages were at least worth the trouble. 
Since the centenary of WWI, there have been untold numbers of projects relating to the War, 
and they are still happening.  When I heard the York Residency Museum was looking for  
volunteers for a 2018 exhibition on WWI soldiers connected in some way to the town, I decided 
to try my hand at A.I.F.    records and discovered—through the National Archives of Australia 
and Australian War Memorial  — a treasure trove of material. 
 
I started with Arthur Havercroft HALL. He was more or less a random selection from three 
names offered me. I did not realise two rather spooky things about Arthur until I downloaded his   
A.I.F. Attestation Papers from NAA(30 pages). Firstly, he was born in Messingham, Lincolnshire 
and immigrated to WA two years before War was declared. Now, Lincolnshire is where my 
OLDMAN family originated and in 2010, I spent several weeks staying with a distant cousin in 
Messingham, Lincolnshire, until then, was alien country to me, a ‘southerner’. My family history 
cousins did me proud and at a dinner held in my honour, I met around ten people related to me 
in one way or another.  Secondly, I discovered that Arthur who was killed in action at  

Passchendaele on 12th October 1917 was buried at Poelcapelle British Cemetery in Plot 52, Row B, Grave 7. And, 
guess what, my grand-uncle Seth GAMMONS was right there close to him in Plot 
51, Row B, Grave 7, killed in action on 26th October 1917 whilst serving with the 
2nd, City of London Battalion, Royal Fusiliers. [Image: A.I.F. Attestation Papers for 
Arthur H. Hall]   
 
Another surprise was that Arthur came to WA with his younger brother, John  
William HALL.  They both worked in Beverley as agricultural labourers before  
enlisting - Arthur in York, and John William at Black Boy Hill training facility (now 

Greenmount).  John was not on the 
York Museum database but was 
soon documented as one of the 
nearly 700 men associated with York who joined up. John survived the 
War, returned to Australia but after some years back in Beverley, returned 
to Messingham where he married and had children. [Image: HMAT A68 
Anchises on which the brothers travelled to Egypt in 1915] 
 
Katie Benfield, Curator of the Museum who is organising the WWI Project, 
asked me to do a UK search of another York connection.  Unlike the Hall 
brothers from England who fought in the Australian Army, Frank Colin 

CRAIG was an Australian who went to England to join the Royal Flying Corps, which in April 1918 became the Royal 
Airforce.  He survived (as did his service records),   married the daughter of a General, later Field  Marshall, and returned 
to    Australia.  His story as a POW features in the Daily News of 5th August 1919. [Image: Wedding of Craig and his 
bride, Nancy Birdwood, courtesy Australian War Memorial] 
              Continued Next Page…/ 



 

4   “Between the Lines”  Vol. 23. No.1         

 
 
 
It’s a Matter of Survival—cont’d 
 
 
The best piece of surviving archival material was the correspondence between Arthur Hall’s mother, Sarah Jane Hall 
and the Australian Red Cross Society. She first enquired about her son on 9 Dec 1917 after hearing from a comrade 
that Arthur had been wounded near Pashandaele [sic] Ridge and had been taken by stretcher bearers to a first aid post. 
At the time of writing she had heard nothing further and stated, “I am a widow and my sons are all I have.”  The next 
piece of correspondence was written to Sarah Jane on 31 Dec 1917. It reads: “Dear Madam, in answer to your enquiry 
about No. 2606 Pte. A. H. Hall, 51st Battalion, A.I.F. who was reported wounded, we regret to say he is now officially 
reported Killed in Action 12.10.17.  We have no further details, but should we be able to ascertain anything further, will 
send it on to you at once as we quite understand your anxiety.”  During the opening months of 1918 the Red Cross sent 
Sarah Jane eye-witness accounts of her son’s last day from three of his comrades from the Battalion—a signaller, a 
private and a staff sergeant.  
My research of two men in the A.I.F. and one man in the RFC was thus accomplished without moving from my 
computer screen and without any expense.  I do have annual subscriptions to ancestry.co.uk and Findmypast. But then 
so do you—through our FHSRD Library. 
 
 
 
Resources for World War I which did survive and helped with my research in Australia and England 
Military Records 
Attestation Papers, Series B2455, National Archives of Australia. 
Australian War Memorial Collections: hospitals, units, war diaries etc. 
Australian Imperial Force Nominal Roll. 
AIF Embarkation Roll 1914-1918 [findmypast © D C Thomson]. 
UNSW AIF Project. 
Australian Red Cross Society Wounded & Missing Enquiry Bureau Files 1DRL/0428. 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
 
 
 
Personal Records 
GRO of England & Wales [ancestry, findmypast, free BMD, familysearch]. 
GRO in Australia [ancestry, findmypast, State Government BMD websites]. 
Burials [MCB, OzBurials. Findagrave, Australian Cemeteries, Gravestone Photo Resource]. 
Census of England & Wales [ancestry, findmypast]. 
1939 National Registration [findmypast]. 
Post Office Directories [State Library of WA website]. 
Australian Electoral Rolls [ancestry]. 
Passenger Lists Leaving UK 1890-1960 [findmypast]. 
TROVE and other newspaper archives. 
Australians in Britain: The Twentieth Century Experience, Chapter 6, 1914-1918, Monash University e-Press. 
 
 
 
Volunteering 
If you have an interest in York, WA you may like the challenge of taking on the research of a WWI soldier from this area.  
To do so, contact Katie Benfield, York Residency Museum A.I.F. Project, email address: 
katie.benfield@york.wa.gov.au. 
 
Shannon Lovelady (wfdfwa@gmail.com) is organising a WAGS Project entitled Western Front Dead from Western 
Australia. I sent Arthur Hall’s details to her having, of course, discovered his name on her database of A.I.F. men who 
died on the Western Front. Here is the link to WAGS website page which explains the project in detail ...  
http://membership.wags.org.au/membership-mainmenu-44/wags-sub-sites/western-front-dead-from-wa/820-western-
front-dead-from-wa-project. 
 
  
 
 
 

mailto:katie.benfield@york.wa.gov.au
mailto:wfdfwa@gmail.com
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Genealogical Learning Centres 
                                                                                                                                                     By Leon Daly 
 
The aim of this article is to provide sources of educational information on Genealogy Topics which may help in improving 
your knowledge for your research. The links will take you to a variety of resources including videos, podcasts and  
webinars. Some of these are provided free of charge while others will require registration and/or payment of a  
subscription.  
 

Ancestry Academy 

The website located at http://www.ancestry.co.uk/academy at the time of writing had videos on more than 60  topics 
available covering Ancestry.com  

• Product range including “Exploring Your English Roots on Ancestry”, “Getting the Most Out of Family Tree Maker” 
and Exploring Your English Roots on Ancestry. 

• Records such as “Find Ethnic Origins and Passenger Arrival Records” and “The Key to the Courthouse:    

•  Unlocking the Past” 

• Methodology & Skills such as: “Getting Started Right: Documentation for New Genealogists”, “DNA:        

• Connecting Your Ancestors to the Records” and “Family History: Putting the Pieces Together” 

• Localities and Ethnic Research such as “Beginning Your Search for Irish Ancestors”.  

Be aware that many of the presentations on this site are U.S. Centric particularly those for “Records” and  

”Localities & Ethnic Research” topics. 

Legacy Family Tree Webinars 

The online Legacy Family Tree Webinars cover all sorts of useful family history topics - from newbie research, to DNA 
and guides to using FamilySearch. Some of the webinars are free to view but others will require a membership to the 
website which costs (at the time of writing) $US44.95 for a yearly membership or $US9.95 for a month. The weekly 
webinar is generally free to view for around 7 days before you have to pay. The website is located at http://
www.familytreewebinars.com and the categories include 

• Beginners – titles such as “Time and Place - Using Genealogy's Cross-Hairs”, “Genealogy 101, a 3-Session Course 
in Beginning Genealogy” 

• DNA – titles such as “The WHO of Genetic Genealogy” and “Opening Pandora’s Box: Using DNA to Find an  

• Unexpected, Improper Ancestor” 

• FamilySearch – titles include “How to Use FamilySearch.org for Beginners” and “Billions of Records,  

• Billions of Stories” 

• Google – includes “Google Drive for Genealogists” & “Organize Your Online Life” 

• Legacy Family Tree titles such as “Legacy Family Tree for Complete Beginners”, “How to Import Family Tree Maker 
Files into Legacy Family Tree and “Legacy Family Tree - Beyond the Basics”. These three items are free to view as 
are many of the items in this category. 

• Methodology & Skills – includes “Ten Brick Wall Tips for Intermediate Researchers”, “Analysis and Correlation - 
Two Keys to Sound Conclusions”, Writing Up Your Research” and “Tap into Your Inner Private Eye - 9 Strategies for 
Finding Living Relatives” 

The National Archives (UK) 

Find audio and video podcasts from lectures and webinars at The National Archives free online, covering a feast of  
topics, from Hearth Tax to shell-shock, DNA to the Victorian workhouse. The website is located at:          
 http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ and some categories are: 

• Family History includes “Using Discovery for family history”, “Using the 1939 Register, recording the UK population 
before the war” & “Tracing railway ancestors” 

• Military History includes “The life and death of King John” & “Somme Tales” 

• Social History includes “England ’66: The best of times?” & “Heidi Thomas: Researching Call the Midwife” 

• Archivists and archives “Traces through Time”: a new tool for finding linked records across our collections  & 
“Cloud storage and digital preservation” 

plus, many more. 
The site also has answers to frequently asked questions on family history research in Australia.        
 
Continued next page 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/academy
http://www.familytreewebinars.com/
http://www.familytreewebinars.com/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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Genealogical Learning Centres cont’d 

 

National Library of Australia 

Find guides for Australian research at https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/family-history for major family  history 
related resources including 

• Australian birth, marriage and death records 

• Australian Cemetery Records and 

• Australia shipping and passenger records 

Dear Myrtle 

Genealogy blogger and YouTuber, Pat Richley-Erickson (aka Dear Myrtle) regularly posts helpful family history 
learning content at http://www.youtube.com/user/DearMYRTLE  to help you wrestle with organising your files, or 
tackling a brick wall). Topics include 

• Rookie Genealogist 

• British and Irish Military Records 

• Planning a Trip to the Family History Library 

The topics are many and varied and are free to view. 

FamilySearch Learning Centre 

Explore the hundreds of free ‘online genealogy courses to help you discover your family history’, 37 of which are 
specific to the UK, with many others to take your research overseas. 
a) Click on http://www.familysearch.org/learningcenter to access the FamilySearch learning centre which has topics 

on many countries including 14 for Ireland and 3 for Australia. Examples are 

• Ireland – Getting Started in Irish Genealogy (16 minutes) 

• Ireland – Ireland Catholic Church Records (44:01 minutes) 

• Australia - Australia BDM Civil Registration Index (23minutes) 

• Australia – New South Wales Early Church Records 1788-1886 (21 minutes) 

b) Click on goo.gl/KQGN6F to view upcoming Family History Library Classes and Webinars as well as links to  
previous webinars and the associated handouts. To attend one of the classes at the time of presentation, you will 
need to be registered. The broadcasts to live events are at US times. Past webinars include 

• “British Resources on Ancestry” (and comes with a handout in pdf format which you can download or print) 

• “England & Wales Census Records” (includes a handout) 

• “Tips and Tricks for Using FamilySearch's Historical Records Collection” (includes a handout) 

Some of these presentations can be downloaded for later viewing. 

Find My Past Webinars 

Find My Past has two locations for family history research content  
a) The Blog site https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/all-webinars/ provides access to webinars such as “Start Your Family 

History Journey”. “Revisiting the 1939 Register” and “Searching British Newspapers” and 

  
 

News from the State Library 
 
 
  It is worth joining the New FB page from the Western Australian Genealogical Society—example below:  
  
FamilyHistoryWA is an open Facebook Group for people to contact others with an interest in Family History world
-wide and in Western Australia. This group is associated with the Western Australian Genealogy Society 
(WAGS) and has expert advice available to the users of the group.  

  

https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/family-history
http://www.youtube.com/user/DearMYRTLE
http://www.familysearch.org/learningcenter
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Classes_and_Webinars#British_Isles_Webinars
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/all-webinars/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/FamilyHistoryWA/
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The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior  
by Peter Godfrey 

 
I watched a programme on SBS recently about Westminster Abbey in London, and apart from the usual Coronations, 
Marriages and Burials over the years, the item that attracted my interest, as a Genealogist, was that of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Warrior. We are currently during a period in the 21

st
 Century where we are commemorating the 100

th
  

anniversaries of many of the Battles during WW1 so I thought this article might be of interest to any who had ancestors 
in the Great War.  
I had never heard the story about the creation of the Tomb before, just that it existed. So here is the story: 

The reading on the tomb is: 

Beneath this stone rests the body of a British Warrior unknown by name or rank. Brought from France to lie 

among the most illustrious of the land and buried here on Armistice Day 11 Nov. 1920, in the presence of His 

Majesty King George V, His Ministers of State, The Chiefs of His Forces and a vast concourse of the Nation. 

Thus are commemorated the many Multitudes who died during the Great War or 1914 – 1918 gave the most that 

Man can give, life itself for God, for King and Country, for loved ones at Home and Empire for the sacred cause 

of justice and the freedom of the world. They buried him among the Kings because he had done good toward 

God and toward his house”. 

This project was started by the Reverend David Railton (1844 – 1955), when he noticed, in 1916, in a back garden at 
Armentieres, in Northern France, a grave with a rough cross on which were pencilled the words ”An Unknown British  
Soldier”.  In August of the same year he wrote to the Dean of Westminster, Herbert Ryle, through whose energies this 
memorial came into effect.  
A body from each of the following battle fields were laid out in the chapel at Saint Pol-sur-Ternoise near Arras on the 
night of 7 November 1920, covered by Union Flags. The General Office in charge of troops in France and Flanders,  
Brigadier General L.J.Wyatt, together with Colonel Gell, went into the chapel alone. They had no idea where the bodies 
had come from or who his name was. General Wyatt selected one of the bodies and it was placed in a plain coffin and 
sealed. The remaining bodies were re-buried. The identity of this soldier was and still is unknown. It could have been a 
soldier from the many Allied nations that fought in the Great War. 
The next day Chaplains of the Church of England, Roman Catholic Church and Non-Conformist churches held a short 
service before the coffin was escorted to Boulogne to rest overnight before being transferred to another coffin that had 
been made from an Oak tree from Hampton Court Palace garden. The coffin was draped with the flag that David  
Railton had used as an altar cloth during the war, “(known as the Ypres or Padres Flag)”. This final coffin had a plate 
with the inscription “A British Warrior who fell in the Great War 1914 – 1918 for King and Country” 
 
Battle of Aisne. 
The Germans held one of the most formidable positions at Aisne, between Compiegne and Berry-au-Bac some 100 kms 
North East of Paris on the Western Front. It was one of the first to be fought in what became known as trench warfare 
with both the Allies and the Germans digging in for the next four years. 
 
Battle of the Somme. 
This Battle in 1916, covered many regions and resulted in one of the worst of the whole Great War resulting in over a 

million either killed or wounded. It was fought by the British and French pitted against the Germans. The area is  centred 

about 100 kms North of Paris. It is notable, not only for the vast number of casualties, but for the fact of the use of air 

power and the first use of the tank.     

Battle of Ypres                                                                                                                                                                 

This battle took place in 1914 and was the First Battle of Flanders in Belgium. There were many battles during this peri-

od resulting in some 300,000 casualties, died, wounded or missing from the Allied forces. The Menin Gate Memorial to 

the Missing is a war memorial in Ypres, Belgium, is    dedicated to the British and Commonwealth soldiers who were 

killed in the Ypres Salient of World War I and whose graves are unknown. Every evening, the Last Post is blown at 20:00 

by the local residents.                                                                                                                                                                   
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Tomb of the Unknown Warrior cont’d 

Battle of Arras. This battle took place in 1917 and took place between the British and German forces and is an area 
near Agincourt, again some 100 kms North of Paris.  

The Burial

On the morning of 11 November the coffin was placed on a gun carriage drawn by six black horses and began its     
journey through the crowd-lined streets of London, making its first stop in Whitehall where the Cenotaph was unveiled 
by King George V. The King placed his wreath of red roses and bay leaves on the coffin. 

His card read : 

"In proud memory of those Warriors who died unknown in the Great War. Unknown, and yet well-known; as 
dying, and behold they live. George R.I. November 11th 1920". 

Then the carriage, with pall bearers (Admirals) Lord Beatty, Sir Hedworth Meux, Sir Henry Jackson, Sir C.E.Madden, 
(Field Marshals) Lord French, Lord Haig, Lord Methuen, Sir Henry Wilson, (Generals) Lord Horne, Lord Byng, Albert 
Farrar-Gatliff and Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Trenchard, followed by the King, members of the Royal Family and      
ministers of State, made its way to the north door of Westminster Abbey. 

 

Inside the Choir sang, unaccompanied, "O Valiant Hearts". The coffin was borne to the west end of the Nave through a 
guard of honour of 100 holders of the Victoria Cross, under the command of Colonel Freyburg VC. During the shortened 
form of the Burial Service, after the hymn "Lead kindly light", the King stepped forward and dropped a handful of French 
earth onto the coffin as it was lowered into the grave . 

   

At the close of the service, after the hymn "Abide with me" and prayers, the congregation sang Rudyard Kipling's       
solemn Recessional "God of our fathers" (to the tune Melita), after which the Reveille was sounded by trumpeters. Other       
eminent members of the congregation were Queen Alexandra, the queens of Spain and Norway, the Duke of           
Connaught, politicians Lloyd George and Asquith, and Sir Douglas Dawson. 

 

The grave was then covered by a silk funeral pall, which had been presented to the Abbey by the Actors' Church Union 
in memory of their fallen comrades, with the Padre's flag lying over this. Servicemen kept watch while thousands of 
mourners filed past. Special permission had been given to make a recording of the service but only the two hymns were 
of good enough quality to be included on the record, the first electrical recording ever to be sold to the public 

 

The grave was filled in, using 100 sandbags of earth from the battlefields, on 18 November and then covered by a    
temporary stone with a gilded inscription on it: 

 

“A BRITISH WARRIOR WHO FELL IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918 FOR KING AND COUNTRY, GREATER LOVE 
HATH NO MAN THAN THIS”. 
 

New stone and the Congressional Medal. 

On 11 November 1921 the present black marble stone was unveiled at a special service. The stone (size 7 feet by 4 
feet 3 inches, depth 6 inches) was supplied and lettered by Mr Tomes of Acton and the brass for the inscription supplied 
by Nash & Hull. Benjamin Colson carried out the brass work. The Padre's Flag was also formerly dedicated at this ser-
vice. 

General Pershing, on behalf of the United States of America, conferred the Congressional Medal of Honour on the    
Unknown Warrior on 17 October 1921 and this now hangs in a frame on a pillar near the grave. In October 2013 the 
Congressional Medal of Honour Society presented the Society's official flag to the Unknown Warrior and this is framed 
below the medal. 

The body of the Unknown Warrior may be from any of the three services, Army, Navy or Air Force, and from any part of 
the British Isles, Dominions or Colonies and represents all those who died who have no other memorial or known grave. 

When the Duke of York (later King George VI) married Lady Elizabeth Bowes Lyon in the Abbey in 1923 as she left she 
laid her wedding bouquet on the grave as a mark of respect (she had lost a brother during the war). All royal brides   
married in the Abbey since then have sent back their bouquets to be laid on the grave. 
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The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior cont’d 

 

Padre's Flag:    A bronze plaque on a pillar outside St George's chapel concerns the Padre's Flag: 

This Union Jack sometimes called the Padre's Flag was used day by day on an improvised altar or as a covering for 
the fallen on the Western Front during the Great War 1914-1918. It covered the coffin of the Unknown Warrior at his 
funeral on November 11th 1920. After resting for a year on the grave it was presented to the Abbey Church of West-
minster on Armistice Day 1921 by the chaplain who used it during the war and was dedicated on the High Altar "To 
the glory of God and in perpetual memory of all who gave their lives fighting by land and sea and air for their King, for 
Great Britain and Ireland and for the Dominions beyond the seas The flag was hoisted onto the pillar above the grave 
at the dedication service. Company Sgt. Major Harry Evans, a soldier from the 17th London Division climbed a tall 
ladder to fix the flag, with the 5th brigade of the 47th London Division looking on. It remained there for many years 
before being moved to hang in St George's chapel in 1964. Before being presented to the Abbey, the flag had been 
cleaned so there are no bloodstains on it. 

 

There are two particular traditions that have been carried out since the internment of the Unknown Warrior. The first 
was at the wedding of the Prince Albert, Duke of York (future King George VI) and Elizabeth Angela Marguerite 
Bowes-Lyon (future Queen Mother), when, as they processed out of the Abbey, Elizabeth laid her wedding bouquet 
on the tomb. This has been continued since then. The second is that no matter what ceremony is held in the Abbey no 
one ever steps on the tomb as a mark of respect. 

 

There are many such memorials around the world that recognise those gallant soldiers from many nations who gave 
their lives to ensure peace for future generations. Rather than glorifying war I believe that they serve as a reminder 
that war is futile and continues to be so, as we lose our young people to such conflicts. 

 

Sources: 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Unknown_Warrior 

westminster-abbey.org › History › People 

There are many other websites that discuss this item so you can look them up yourselves if you are interested. 
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Book Review of ‘Wild Bleak Bohemia: Marcus Clarke, Adam Lindsay Gordon and Henry  

Kendall – a Documentary’, by Michael Wilding 
(Peter Conole, 0636) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Wild Bleak Bohemia’ was published by Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2014.  
 
Softcover, 230x155 CM. 580 pages with an  extensive bibliography. The book can be 
ordered from     Boffins Bookshop in Perth ($39.95) or from various online outlets such 
as Amazon.com or the Book   Depository.   Possible purchasers can be assured be 
aware the book is tightly and securely bound. Also, it was awarded the Prime  
Minister’s Prize for non-fiction in 2015. 
    

 
 
Mr Wilding set himself a difficult task when he decided to tackle the lives, careers and   family  histories of three later-to-
be famous literary men in our colonial period. To be more specific, he broke new ground at every step by delving deep 
into primary sources and for the most part    ignoring perceived   wisdom or ‘consensus’ views which have been set in 
place in recent years. 
 
The grinding research work pays off and readers are presented with an absorbing and        sometimes disturbing picture 
of his protagonists. We can hardly call them heroes and they were certainly not  giants in their own times. Marcus Clarke 
(1846-1881), the son of a failed lawyer, emerges as a potentially promising public official who treated patrons with scant 
regard, blew several career  opportunities, lived a ‘bohemian’ lifestyle, mismanaged his finances and died way too 
young.  
He was a middling poet and playwright and a founding  member of the Yorrick Club in   Melbourne, (1868). The club was 
supposed to meet the social needs of men involved in the arts and sciences and was quite controversial for a while. The 
worst sins of the often drink-sodden  younger members involved silly and adolescent practical jokes, but the club    
eventually gained respectability. By then Clarke, Adam Lindsay Gordon and Henry Kendall were all dead. 
Clarke’s major literary achievement was the harrowing and typically Victorian Age Gothic horror novel For the Term of 
his   Natural Life (1874), a work that bears comparison with Bram Stoker’s Dracula in terms of its ability to build tension 
and        surprise. The author deserves additional respect for his    passing interest in family history, but he lacked the 
knowledge and means to confirm critical Irish data from the early 1600s. Worst of all he scarcely acknowledged the   
existence of a   potentially helpful and high achieving close relative. His uncle Colonel Sir Andrew Clarke (Governor of 
Western Australia in the 1840s) was the father of General Sir Andrew Clarke, one of greatest and most influential      
imperial officials of his era and a major figure in public life at several levels.     
Clarke’s more or less most famous (in later times) literary peers and fellow Yorrick Club members followed somewhat 
similar career paths. Adam Lindsay Gordon (1833-1870),   descended from a junior branch of a great Scottish family,  
emerged as a poet, horseman and politician in South Australia and Victoria. His life was also one of missed               
opportunities, monetary disasters and failure, regardless of any literary endeavours. Gordon shot himself when all hope 
seemed lost. 
Henry Kendall (1839-1882) also came to a rather tragic end. He was a member of a very respectable clerical family, but 
like Clarke and Gordon found the allure of a bohemian lifestyle and the antics of the Yorrick Club rather attractive. He 
wrote bush poems and tales which a generation ago still commanded some respect. Sadly, his life trajectory was marred 
by very badly judged career moves, public indiscretions and bouts of serious and regular substance abuse. Kendall 
eventually died of consumption of the lungs (tuberculosis)  It is worth noting that, in regard to all three men under       
discussion, alcohol abuse may not have been the sole health issue they faced. Opiates were freely available in the late 
1800s and easily obtained.    
 
The ultimate tragedy in this litany of erratic and unstable life stories was the fate of descendants. All three men married 

and author Michael Wilding provides some limited information on later family history. What did happen to wives, children 

and their offspring unto our own times?        
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Below is a continuation of Mary Temple’s article in June’s edition of the BTL 

 “More than  just a Name” 
 
 
 
If your ancestors came from Tynemouth, Northumbria in WWI there is an interesting genealogical database of 
those who died in WWI from the city with work still in progress at http://northumbriaworldwarone.co.uk/  
Fallen Railwaymen lost in World War One can be found at the UK National Railway Museum http://
firstworldwar.nrm.org.uk/fallen-railwaymen/  If you followed Michael Portillo’s ‘Railways in the Great War’ on SBS you 
will be familiar with this and the amazing logistics of the UK railways at this time in both Britain and France. 
The Imperial War Museum has launched a very ambitious project Lives of the First World War https://
livesofthefirstworldwar.org/ which aims to give the lives of all those who died in World War One as their Memorial. 
The public can help by filling in the details, many have been done.  I looked up John Temple, my husband ’s uncle 
who was killed in    Flanders in 1915. So far there is nothing there, seems to be my job perhaps.  
A photo database and more of World War One soldiers from several regiments can be found here at http://
www.ww1photos.com/ To go straight to the database click on this link http://www.ww1photos.com/OnlineSearch.html 
Every Man Remembered is a database being created by the Royal British Legion. http://
www.everymanremembered.org/  
Civilian casualty databases of World War II 
Not all the cities that had high casualties from WWII have detailed lists compiled by volunteers and online. Those that 
I was able to find are below. The cities have Memorials many of which are indexed. Doubtless more of these sad 
websites will follow in the future. 
Coventry Blitz The index comes not only from the Memorial but also there are another 400 names that do not ap-
pear. There is a list of those who died in the Blitz on Coventry in World War II at http://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/
Blitz-Victims/Coventry-Blitz-Resource-Centre.html This database includes some details about the victims. My extend-
ed family lived in Coventry during the war, but apart from one family bombed out, we thankfully had no casualties.  
Casualties of the bombing of Plymouth in World War II  http://devonheritage.org/Places/Plymouth/
Plymouth5INDEXPAGE.htm  
Civilian Casualties of the Bombing of Exeter, Devon in World War II. http://www.devonheritage.org/Places/
Exeter/Blitzcasualties.htm  
Civilian Casualties of the Bombing of Torquay.  About 168 people were killed in raids in Torquay, quite a few were 

children. http://devonheritage.org/Places/Torquay/CiviliancasualtiesofthebombingofTorquay.htm  

Liverpool and Merseyside Remembered http://liverpoolremembrance.weebly.com/ even has a book, ‘Merseyside 
at War’. This site is more than a list of the dead, it is a memorial of anyone connected with Liverpool and the now 
Merseyside area who were there in the war. They do not even have to have come from Liverpool. The city endured 
so much at this time. 
Dover’s Virtual War Memorial http://www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk/index.htm commemorates those who 
died in both World Wars. Many have quite good personal detail, but most have something. 
Map 
I was unable to find a detailed database of those killed in the London Blitz but there is an extraordinary map online 
that shows every bomb dropped on London – Bomb Sight . http://www.bombsight.org/#17/51.50442/-0.08904  

lists but for many other types. They will be a wonderful resource as long as they are evidence based.  
Thank you so much to the many volunteers who continue to give their time for no reward to compile all the many da-

tabases and websites that as family historians we find so useful. Please do not forget to cite their database or website 

on your own records, it is their work you are using, those valuable people deserve your commendation.  

We must keep an eye open for more of these websites as they come online for they certainly will. Not just for wartime 
lists but for many other types. They will be a wonderful resource as long as they are evidence based.  
Thank you so much to the many volunteers who continue to give their time for no reward to compile all the many         

databases and websites that as family historians we find so useful. Please do not forget to cite their database or web-

site on your own records, it is their work you are using, those valuable people deserve your commendation.  

http://northumbriaworldwarone.co.uk/
http://firstworldwar.nrm.org.uk/fallen-railwaymen/
http://firstworldwar.nrm.org.uk/fallen-railwaymen/
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/
http://www.ww1photos.com/
http://www.ww1photos.com/
http://www.ww1photos.com/OnlineSearch.html
http://www.everymanremembered.org/
http://www.everymanremembered.org/
http://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/Blitz-Victims/Coventry-Blitz-Resource-Centre.html
http://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/Blitz-Victims/Coventry-Blitz-Resource-Centre.html
http://devonheritage.org/Places/Plymouth/Plymouth5INDEXPAGE.htm
http://devonheritage.org/Places/Plymouth/Plymouth5INDEXPAGE.htm
http://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Exeter/Blitzcasualties.htm
http://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Exeter/Blitzcasualties.htm
http://devonheritage.org/Places/Torquay/CiviliancasualtiesofthebombingofTorquay.htm
http://liverpoolremembrance.weebly.com/
http://www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk/index.htm
http://www.bombsight.org/#17/51.50442/-0.08904
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        All At Sea 

                  By John Wiseman #261 

 
At 1 am on the 21

st
 April 1782 Edward Cousins, age eleven years & nine 

months was about to experience his first Naval action. His ship, HMS           
Foudroyant, Captain Sir John Jervis, had just run alongside the French frigate 
Le Pegase.                  
The  Foudroyant opened with a broadside from its 80 guns, each firing a 24lb 
shot. After one hour of fierce action Le Pegase struck its colours having lost 80 
men killed or wounded. Le Pegase was one of two French 74-gun war ships     
escorting an East India convoy of 14 vessels outward bound from Brest,      
Foudroyant then captured four French Transport ships, “Fidelite”,  ” Belonne”,” 
Lionne” and “Duc de Chartes”, taking 505 troops prisoner, with their stores and 
arms. With no seaman killed and only a handful wounded on the British side it 

must have been a frightening yet heady experience for the young boy. 
 
Edward is recorded as leaving the Foudroyant on the 23 February 1783, and then, except for six months in 1790 serving 
on HMS Impregnable on the Spanish Blockade, does not serve again until 16

th
 May 1793 when he joined HMS Audcious  

under Captain Davidge Gould.  
The Audacious carried a crew of 541 and 43 officers plus 6 fictitious seamen called “widow’s men” whose wages were 
put in a fund for seaman’s widows and orphans.  
Most of 1793 was spent in home waters escorting the Newfoundland trade or searching for the French fleet, which they     
sighted in July but were unable to close with, and later in November, briefly engaging with the French in the Bay of     
Biscay. In May 1794, the Channel Fleet under Lord Richard Howe, left St. Helens in pursuit of the French fleet escorting 
a convoy of merchant ships taking much needed food supplies from the West Indies to France. Rear Admiral Villaret-
Joyeuse commanding the convoy had the extra incentive to get the convoy home with the promise of the guillotine if he 
failed.  
On the 28

th
 May elements of the British fleet caught up with and engaged the French ship “Révolutionnaire”. From 8.03 

pm until 9.50pm the Audacious, Captain William Parker, engaged the Révolutionnaire “never exceeding the distance of 
half a  cable’s length” (100 yards). Four hours after the first shots were fired the French ship had been severely         
damaged, as was the Audacious, “every brace, bowling, most of her standing rigging, and all her running rigging shot 
away”. Due to a misunderstanding, the Révolutionnaire was not secured and drifted away and was recovered by the 
L’Audacieux and escorted back to Rochefort. Having fought for four hours against six British ships inflicting heavy     
damage on the British, all the ship’s officers were imprisoned on return to France. 
The Audacious meantime had drifted away from the fleet, as dawn broke she was confronted by nine French ships; the 
crew desperately working to repair the heavy damage sustained, were helped when a fog hid them from view. Three 
more French ships then appeared from a different direction, firing as they crossed the Audacious bows and making two 
attempts to board her, a French frigate then approached, fired a few shots but did not press home it’s attack. The ship 
arrived home at Plymouth at three o’clock on the 4

th
 June. 

14
th
 June 1795 saw Edward’s ship in the Mediterranean off Minorca, the next few months saw several inconclusive    

actions against the French, one off San-Fiorenzo Bay, the other off the Hyeres 
Islands. 
In November 1796 based in the Cove of Cork, Eire she captured the American 
merchantman the Olive Branch carrying a   cargo of 20,000 guns from Ostend. 
On 21

st
 May 1798 Sir Horatio Nelson was appointed to command a squadron in 

the Mediterranean, the French Fleet sailed from Toulon on the 20
th
 May.      

Nelson’s squadron spent the next two months sailing the Mediterranean from 
one end to the  other, stopping and questioning boats of all nations for          
intelligence on the French fleet. On the 1st August at 2.30pm they    discovered 
the fleet unprepared, and at anchor in Aboukir Bay, Egypt, having landed the 
French army ashore. 
At 5.30 pm Nelson signalled the squadron to form line of battle “as convenient”. 
The Goliath was first in line to attack from the landward side, followed by the 
Zealous both fired devastating broadsides into the 74-gun Guerrier The        

Audacious being next in line of the attack fired three broadsides into the already damaged Guerrier, continuing onto the 
next ship in the French line the Conquérant,  joining the HMS Goliath in battering the ship and crew into submission, the    
Audacious then took possession of the Conquérant. At dawn, the following day Nelson sent out messages that he    
wanted the remains of the French fleet pursued, but Captain Gould considered that his duty was done. Captain Gould 
has been described as perhaps the least  distinguished of Nelson’s Band of Brothers, he was however meticulous in ship   
organisation and left considerable records on the running of the Audacious during  Nelson’s campaigns. The Guerrier 
was so badly damaged that it was burnt, the Conquérant repaired and taken into the Royal Navy under the same name. 
The Audacious suffered one killed and 14 wounded during the action, very light compared the Bellerophon’s 57 killed 
and 143 wounded Some years later the Duke of Wellington was to declare “Next to a battle lost, the greatest misery is a 
battle gained”. The returns from the squadron after the battle showed 362 killed and 1010 wounded, about 10% of those 
engaged in the   battle. Of the French fleet of 17, only 4 ships escaped, the rest either taken, burnt, or sunk. The French 
army of over 31,000 was left stranded in Egypt. 
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All at Sea continued 
 
 
 

It was during this battle that the French flagship the Orient caught 
fire and exploded causing some one thousand casualties. Amongst 
those killed was the commander’s young son, Giocante de          
Casabianca, inspiring the poem:  

      “Casabianca” 
 “The boy stood on the burning deck  

  Whence all but him had fled” 
Part of the main mast of L’Orient was recovered and made into a 
coffin, later presented to  Nelson. It was then kept in his cabin until 
his death at the Battle of Trafalgar and used at his funeral. 
 
1799 saw Edward once more in the Mediterranean at the blockade 
of Malta stationed off Palermo, not returning home to  Portsmouth 
until 15 December 1800 after escorting a Lisbon convoy. The       
Audacious was paid off in Plymouth and went into dock to be      

coppered and came out on the 18
th
 April 1801. 

Edward last posting was to HMS Orion on 26
th
 January 1801 now promoted to Yeoman  his last voyage was to Jamaica 

in February 1802, returning to England on the 24
th
 June of that year and being finally paid off on the 8

th
 July 1802. There 

is a record of him being owed £99.02 at the end of his service, whether this was pay or prize money I haven ’t been able 
to establish. The prize money for the Battle of the Nile, 1798 was finally paid in October 1808. 
Edward settled to life on land as in rigger in Limehouse, and married  three times. Edward and his first  wife Isabella  
were my 3 x Gt. Grandparents. Edward died aged 66 yrs at the Naval Hospital, Greenwich. 
 
Sources: The Naval History off Great Britain 1793-1820 William James published 1824. 
               The Glorious First of June. Sam Willis, Quercus Publishing. 
      Nelson and the Nile.  Brian Lavery. Caxton Editions 
      Fleet Battle and Blockade; The French Revolutionary War 1793-97.  Chatham Publishing. 
      National Archives UK. 
      Websites:- Michael Phillips’ Ships of the Old Navy. 
                                  http://www.pbenyon.plus.com 
 
 
 

        
 This Day in History (17-Apr-1986) – The Three Hundred and Thirty-Five Years’ War           

between the Netherlands and the Isles of Scilly ends  
By Chris Scambler 

 
The Three Hundred and Thirty Five Years’ War (1651–1986) was a war between the Netherlands and the Isles of Scilly 
(located off the southwest coast of the United Kingdom). The war originated during the Second English Civil War which 
was fought between the Parliamentarians and the Royalists from 1642 to 1652. Parliamentarian Oliver Cromwell fought 
the Royalists to the far edges of England, forcing the Royalist Navy o retreat to the Isles of Scilly. The Isles of Scilly was 
owned by John Granville who was a Royalist. The Netherlands’ navy was allied to Parliamentarians and since Great 
Britain helped Netherlands during the Eight Years’ War and aided in Dutch independence from Spain, Netherlands    
decided to keep alliance with Britain and eventually took sides with the Parliamentarians who were more likely to win the 
Second Civil War. 

The Royalist fleet that was stationed in Scilly managed to inflict heavy damage on the Dutch Navy. On 30 March 
1651, Admiral Maarten Harpertszoon Tromp of the Dutch Navy arrived in Scilly to demand reparation from the Royalist 
fleet for the Dutch ships and goods taken by them, and receiving no satisfactory answer, he had declared war on them. 
In June 1651, soon after the declaration of war, the Parliamentarian forces forced the Royalist fleet to surrender. The 
Netherlands fleet, no longer under threat, left without firing a shot. However the Dutch did not officially declare peace. 
The war said to have been extended by the lack of a peace treaty for 335 years without a single shot being fired, which 
would make it one of the world’s longest wars and the war with no casualties. 

In 1985, Roy Duncan, historian and Chairman of the Isles of Scilly Council, wrote to the Dutch Embassy in London to 
dispose of the myth that the islands were still at war. Embassy staff found the myth to be accurate and Duncan invited 
the Dutch ambassador Jonkheer Rein Huydecoper to visit the islands and sign a peace treaty. Peace was declared on 
17 April 1986, 335 years after the “war” began. The Ambassador joked that it must have been harrowing to the          
Scillonians “to know we could have attacked at any moment.” 

https://mukundsathe.com/2015/04/17/this-day-in-history-17-apr-1986-the-three-hundred-and-thirty-five-years-war-between-the-netherlands-and-the-isles-of-scilly-ends/
https://mukundsathe.com/2015/04/17/this-day-in-history-17-apr-1986-the-three-hundred-and-thirty-five-years-war-between-the-netherlands-and-the-isles-of-scilly-ends/
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

General Meetings 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend 
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st      
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room, 
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   
Guest Speakers for :  . 

7th 
October 

“My Dad was a  
Fairbridge Kid” 

Cheryl Mellor 

4th  
November 

Manorial Records 
for Family  
Historians 

Geoffrey Barber 

2nd        
December 

Christmas  Quiz 
Leon Daly & Terry 
Craig 

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

Useful Websites 
If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps you could let me know and I will put it in the 
next BTL so that all of our members can benefit. 

This edition has articles by Leon Daly and Mary Temple that has enough sites to satisfy the most 
industrious website devotee. 

 

Welcome to New Members  

 
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
  
Debra Armstrong                Darell Somerville 
Orita Bond                          Syd Sunter-Smith 
Sheye Larson                     Deanna Sunter-Smith 
Charles McSporran             Elizabeth Targett 
Virginia McSporran              Linda Temple 
Marie Rose                          Liz  White 
Chris Yelland 

Accessions Update February – August 2017 
Title Subject Country State/County Asset Type 

Dictionary of WA Vol 4 1829-1914 Pt 1 A-K Challenging Years 1868-88 BIO AUS WA BK 
Directory of Irish Family History Research 2016 DIR IRL 

 
BK 

Eye snd Stowmarket Ordance Survey Map ATL ENG SFK MP 
Kidderminster Ordance Survey Map ATL ENG WOR MP 
Birmingham Ordance SurveyMap ATL ENG WAR MP 
Tracing Your Military Ancestors (Booklet) GEN WOR 

 
BK 

Parish and Townships of Shropshire GEN ENG SAL BK 
Highland History GEN SCT 

 
BK 

British Isles Road Atlas 2000 ATL UK 
 

MP 
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Speakers’ Corner 

 
 
 
 

Our speaker in July was   Dereck  Prosser who told of a fascinating saga           
beginning many years ago with him saving  a “scrap” copper disc in a shed clear-out.  
Some years later he     discovered that the piece of scrap was  a “Dead Man’s      
Penny”, a medallion issued to the next -of-kin of a soldier killed in WW1. He began a 
search for the story of the soldier named on the medallion, James William Harrington.  
Dereck’s  search meet many a twist and turn, resulting in plaques  placed in Kings 
Park commemorating two young soldiers and a family put in touch with their past.  
There may be more to find  in this story and  Dereck will be just the person to ferret 
out the whole story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Mcdonald was our August speaker, he gave an      
interesting and amusing account  of what it was to be a    
Scottish Highlander. Defining which part of Scotland  actually          
constituted the Highlands and then    covering those subjects 
that we associate with the   Highlands; the     various tartans, 
the clan System and the Gaelic language. Historical          
characters William Wallace and Robert the   Bruce (both     
lowlanders, and probably of Norman descent) got a mention, 
as did the Campbell clan ( not in glowing terms).  

  John also told of the darker side of Scottish history, the     
Glencoe     massacre and the brutal retaliation, and of the 
Highland clearances.   
John even covered the spelling of his name Mcdonald, not the  
conventional  McDonald.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our September speaker was Dr Leigh Straw lecturer and    
author of both fiction and non-fiction books who spoke to us on 
Outcast Women:       Offending the Good Order of Perth and 
Fremantle 1900 –1939. 
Dr. Straw used examples of several women to demonstrate the 
iniquities of the system of that time, sentences of six months for 
drunk and disorderly offences did nothing to change the        
behaviour of the women, and probably made them worse.  No 
account was taken of the hardships suffered by the women 
which may have led to their downfall. An interesting view of our 
not so    distant past. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                 


