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A Message from the President 

 

Welcome to another edition of the BTL, the quarterly publication of the Family History Society of Rockingham and 
Districts Inc. As I write this I do not know what is included in this edition but I am sure that it will be interesting to all of us 
who research our families. 
 
If you are reading this on our website, you may not be a member of our Society. So if you have been thinking about it 
now is the time to act, particularly if you live in the Rockingham and surrounding areas. We would love to help you with 
your research to find those elusive ancestors that you have always wondered about. Various shows screened on TV 
make it seem very easy to do the research, but it isn’t, and after 46 years of research I can tell you that I am finding new 
things all the time. The internet is a wonderful resource for many data bases that contain data for us Genealogists and 
Family Historians. 
 
If you don’t know the difference between the two then here is a brief explanation. A Genealogist is someone who 
searches for their ancestors and creates a family tree, utilising one of the many software packages available specifically 
for that purpose.  A Family Historian is someone that adds the meat to their tree. Where did your people live, what did 
they do, the historical period of the past that they lived through. Some of my ancestors lived through the reigns of Henry 
VIII, and Elizabeth I. What turbulent times they were in English History, religious persecution, poverty, wars, disease 
and much more. But remember that if you find people from back then they must have survived otherwise you wouldn’t 
be here! 
 
Our Society details are elsewhere in this publication including our library opening times, where you will find our 
volunteers willing to lend a hand and get you going on your journey. 
 
To our current members just remember to keep looking. I am as I said previously finding new data all the time. 
 
Peter Godfrey, 
May 2018. 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2017—2018 

President   Peter Godfrey, 77 Carlisle Street, Shoalwater, 6169  9592 5887 godfrey456@bigpond.com.au 
Secretary Peter Heptinstall, 79 Carlisle Street, Shoalwater, 6169 9527 9978 peter.heptinstall@bigpond.com 
Membership Secretary Chris Dodson,12 Villefranche Rise, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net 
Treasurer   Leon Daly,12 Westminster Grove, Port Kennedy, 6172 9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com 
Program Planner Rae Matthews, 24 Jamaican Road, Waikiki, 6169 9591 3139 raes4help@yahoo.com.au 

Fundraising Coordinator Terry Craig,17 Hennessy Way, Rockingham, 6168 9529 1230 vk6pq@iinet.net.au 
Publicity Officer  Pamela Lydford,11/17-22 Hefron St. Rockingham 6168   9529 4801      pam.lyd@bigpond.com 
Library Coordinator  Verna Nazzari, 7 Mensa Close, Rockingham, 6168 9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au 
 
Appointed Positions: Ron Hassall (Auditor); John Wiseman (Newsletter Editor); Betty Vanderlande (Website Administrator). 

The Library has been very busy this month, lovely to see some 
new faces.   
 
Remember members are welcome to visit and use our  
extensive resources Tuesdays between 1 –4, Wednesdays 10 –1, 
and Fridays 9.30—4.00. 
 
Volunteers are on hand to assist with your research.  

mailto:vk6pq@iinet.net.au
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WHO WAS AUSTRALIA’S LAST SURVIVING CONVICT? 
By Diane Oldman #0025 

 
If you Google the question in the title —or words to this effect—the answer will always be the same:  Samuel SPEED. 
And for the moment I will go with this. 
 
Further research about Samuel threw up all kinds of anomalies and downright errors in newspaper reports (what’s 
new?) relating to his date and place of birth and even year of arrival in Western Australia, the last Australian penal 
colony.  And I don’t think there is much doubt about the latter: he came on “Belgravia” in 1866. I do have prison records 
for Chatham Prison which indicate in 1863 he was 18 years old.  The British newspapers reporting on his trial also give 
his age as 18 (b. abt. 1845). WA records indicate he was 20 when he arrived here (b. abt. 1846). His age at death on 
his burial record indicates 95 (b. abt.1843).  As you will see, one newspaper quotes his birthdate as 1840. 
 
An article in Perth’s Mirror newspaper suggests that the writer had interviewed Samuel as there were several quotes 
from this inmate of the Old Men’s Home. In 1890, land was designated for use as an old men’s home in Claremont. On 
completion of the building in 1906, inmates were moved from the Mt Eliza Invalid Depot. Strangely I can find no record 
of Samuel Speed’s name from the index cards of inmates listed in the State Records Office Catalogue.  Let us assume 
that the reporter got this right, because there is not much accuracy in other facets of the article!  Some examples:  

• “landed at Fremantle 1864 aboard the troopship Belgravia”.  “Belgravia” was a convict ship that arrived in 1866. 

• “and in 1871 … he became an expiree. That was 12 months after the last convict ship, the Charles Fox, arrived in 
Western Australia.” Of course the last convict ship was “Hougoumont “which arrived in early 1868 more than 
three years before Samuel received his Certificate of Freedom. There was a convict ship named “Edwin Fox” 
which arrived in 1858. 

• “He was born in Birmingham in 1840.” I will follow this possibility as it is as good as any. 
 
Part of the article is about Samuel’s acquaintance with Moondyne Joe. Whether the content of this piece of poetic 
licence was invented by Samuel or by the reporter is unknown—but here is the paragraph ... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no doubt Joseph Bolitho Johns (Moondyne) was a romantic figure then, as he has become today. However, it 
was John Boyle O’Reilly, a Fenian on Hougoumont  (transported 15 years after Moondyne) who escaped to Bunbury 
and then America where he made a name for himself writing a fictional account of  Moondyne Joe, entitled Moondyne: 
an Australian Tale.  In 1913 the book was made into a movie starring Roy Redgrave, the earliest of that acting dynasty. 
 
If anyone is interested in seeing this article in its entirety, I have quoted the details in my sources at the end of this story; 
you can find it free online at TROVE. 
 
Despite my reservations about the accuracy of Samuel Speed’s birth date and place, I have tried to research his 
background and am quite happy to be corrected should anyone have more accurate data. 
 
Samuel was most likely born and baptised in Walsall in the first quarter of 1841.  Historically Walsall was in the county 
of Staffordshire but is now part of the West Midlands industrial area not far from Birmingham. He was the fifth of six 
children born to Robert Speed and Amelia Clayton.  They were married in Wellington, Shropshire in January 1829. The 
family were living in Mutton Row, Walsall in 1841 where Robert was working as an ironstone miner; Samuel is recorded 
as five months old in the census. Ten years on, the family were living in Wellington, Shropshire. The family, and all but 
the eldest child Sarah, were living at the Lawley Bank address; Robert working as a collier and Samuel a pit boy. 
Samuel’s father Robert died in Wellington the following year. The widow Amelia married the widower Enoch Bailey in 
1853 and in 1861 we can see that the couple relocated to Bilston, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, where two of Enoch’s 
sons and his step-sons Samuel and John Speed were living together.  The Speed boys were working as stone miners. 
 
                                                                                                                                Continued page 4 
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About now, things start getting difficult.  The birth and baptism records are consistent with 1841 census   
records for this family being born in Staffordshire, until we get to 1851 and 1861 where every person in the 
households is recorded as being born in Wellington, Shropshire.  To further upset the genealogical apple-
cart, I found a different Samuel Speed baptised in Wellington Church, son of Edward Speed (Collier) and his 
wife Maria. But let us move on 
 
Sometime after early 1861, Samuel left the home of his mother and stepfather.  We find him next in the  
trouble for which he was transported. On 8th August 1863, a porter at the entrance to Woodstock Union 
(Workhouse) saw Thomas Jones and Samuel loitering. The next thing he saw was a hay rick on fire. It  
transpired that Jones and Speed set the fire and then made haste to the Woodstock Police Station where 
they confessed to the crime. The Judge at the Oxford Winter Assizes, when sentencing the two men, 
summed up their reason for the crime quite neatly.  They told the police they were starving and clearly  
wanted to go to prison and then be sentenced to penal servitude.  Said the Judge “they might rest assured 
that they would not find it so pleasant as they supposed.”  And penal servitude was what they got—seven 
years for arson.  The men were split up (advisedly) with Jones doing time in Oxford County Gaol, then  
Millbank Prison and finally Portsmouth. He arrived in WA before Samuel on the convict ship Vimeira in  
September 1865. Samuel was sent to Aylesbury Prison and from there to Chatham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Samuel had a bit to say about the Chatham Hulks in his newspaper interview.  “The waiting on the hulks at 
Chatham was an awful time … “ is another piece of imagination.  At the time Samuel was still living at home, 
Chatham Prison had been built on St Mary’s Island in the Medway and prison hulks had ceased to be used 
in Britain. When Chatham Prison was first opened in 1856, it could accommodate 1,700 prisoners and 232 
staff.  Samuel was fortunate that he missed some serious riots which took place there in 1861. It is from the 
Chatham Prison register that we have our first physical description of Samuel Speed: 5 ft. 2 ins. tall, brown 
hair, fair complexion and dark grey eyes. He was round shouldered and had a cataract on his left eye.  
 
No official Surgeon Superintendent’s Journal seems to have survived and although the Rev. Irwin, Religious 
Instructor on the “Belgravia” voyage, wrote a shipboard ‘newsletter’, the Belgravian Weekly Journal, it is rare 
to find a convict’s name mentioned within its 75 pages. Nonetheless, Irwin is generally upbeat in his  
description of the voyage and may have vindicated comments made in the Bridport News at “Belgravia’s” 
sailing “The crackling of the geese, the laughing and talking of children, and the hilarity of the convicts, 
would give the impression that the vessel was any other than a convict ship.” 
 
The voyage took 88 days and the Belgravia arrived in Fremantle on 4 Jul 1866 with 106 passengers and 
275 convicts, two of whom had died on the voyage. Samuel Speed was assigned prisoner #8996 and  
entered the Convict Establishment system one inch taller than he had been when he entered Chatham  
Prison. Samuel’s comments in the Mirror may have been correct in this respect “Whatever stories you hear, 
the officers were pretty good to us. We had plenty of food and my back bears no lash marks today.” 
 
Samuel Speed’s brief record on the Fremantle Prison database shows that he was granted his Ticket of 
Leave on 13 Oct 1867 followed by his Certificate of Freedom on 18 Jul 1871.  His convict record would show 
his employment record from the point of his TOL.  He has related some of the occupations he pursued in his 
Mirror interview.  At some point I will check the record to see if it matches up in any meaningful way. Rica 
Erickson has recorded that he was a general servant in the Sussex area of WA which included Busselton 
and Augusta.  
 

Aylesbury Prison c. 1847 Chatham Prison Riots 1861 
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Then came the kicker … In the comments section of the Fremantle Prison database record, we are told that 
Samuel Speed is only the SECOND last transportee to die.  The ‘last’ died in 1939.  Who was he? Had to be 
a Swan River Colony man surely.  All other States had ended transportation by 1853—a ten year old convict 
to Tasmania, perhaps?  Maybe a WA convict shot through to New Zealand and lived to a great age, his  
convict origins unknown and unheralded.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
I contacted the Fremantle Prison and asked for the name of the mystery man; the curato-
rial staff didn’t know.  I contacted Gillian O’Mara, co-editor of the Dictionary of Western 
Australia. Volume IX: Convicts in Western Australia 1850-1887 published in 1994.  Gillian 
indicated “Samuel Speed’s descendants were the Fripp’s and WAGS Members now    
deceased.”  Samuel didn’t recall being married, so how did that work? He didn’t smoke 
either!  Gillian also wrote “I can tell you Samuel Speed is not the last convict to die” but 
did not offer an alternative name. I also contacted the Convenor of the WAGS Convict     
Special Interest Group, but as yet have not received a reply. 
 
Samuel died on 8 Nov 1938 in the Claremont Old Men’s Home and was buried at         
Karrakatta, his age given as 95.  According to the prison database he was buried by the 
Blind Institute.  This is not surprising if he had a cataract at the age of 18.  There are no 
records to suggest that Samuel Speed was anything but a model citizen throughout his 72 
years in this State. Despite what the Judge said, Samuel may well have found his penal 
colony to his liking. 
There are findings to prove, and more information to be had about this man.  If I pursue 
more of this story, I will share it with you.  If YOU know the name of the very last convict who died in 1939, 
please let me know. 
 
Sources 
Old Men’s Home Claremont, List of Patients & Statistics, S1930- cons 5409 02 [WA State Record Office]. 
Mirror 27 Aug 1938, pp. 1 (illustration) and 23 [TROVE]. 
Registration of Birth Q1, 1841 [England & Wales GRO Index Vol. 17 Page 260]. 
Baptism, St Matthews Church, Walsall, 21 Feb 1841 [Familysearch]. 
Census of England & Wales  [National Archives 1841 HO107/983/12. 1851 HO107/1997. 1861 RG9/2005]. 
The Oxford Times 5 Dec 1863, p.6 [British Newspaper Archive]. 
Prison Records: Millbank PCom2-48-8940. Chatham PCom2-2-6818. 
Bridport News 14 Apr 1866. 
Belgravian Weekly Journal by W. Irwin, Call No. 365.34 IRW  [Battye Library]. 
Dictionary of Western Australians Vol. 2 Bond 1850-1868, compiled by Rica Erickson. 
Fremantle Prison Convict Database https://fremantleprison.com.au/history-heritage/history/convict-database/ 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board https://www.mcb.wa.gov.au/ 
 

oo00oo 

 

Following the talk in May by Peter Stickland those people wishing to research their Freemason ancestors the 
contact address is as follows:- 
 
The Grand Lodge of WA Freemasons 
Box 929, 
West Perth WA 6872 
 
61 Thomas Street 
Subiaco WA 6008 
Tel: 61 8 9355 3599 
Fax: 61 8 9355 4902 

http://fremantleprison.com.au/history-heritage/history/convict-database/
http://www.mcb.wa.gov.au/
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HOW DID THE NAME PINAZO GET INTO THE FAMILY GRAVE?                                
By Betty Vanderlande 

 

 
The list below was received from the Belfast Cemetery Office during a visit many years ago, they were unsure if          
internees were married or single. 
 

 

There are many Sarah Evans’ in the family but (A) Ms Sarah Jane Pinazo raised my interest.    Where did this Spanish 
sounding name come from?  When did Sarah meet this foreigner?   She turned up in the Belfast Street Directory just a 
few years prior to the 1901 census.  Of all my Evans ancestors I could find none who had travelled away from the      
Belfast area.  I decided to work backwards from grave to birth in order to find how this Sarah met her foreign husband.    
I Got Sarah’s death certificate which showed her as a widow of Casimiro Pinazo a hotel proprietor, she was a boarder in 
61 Belmont Rd Belfast with a Mr Blythe.   This is the same address as in the 1911 census.    

 

I then hunted the 1901 census to find Sarah, widow, living on her own in Surrey Street, Belfast. I searched Irish    
BDMs,English BDMs, Scottish BDM’s, trying to find a marriage with now luck.  I then decided then to search          
newspapers on “Find My Past’ for a death entry, and found in the Belfast Telegraph, 19th June 1911 the following:- 

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                            Continued page 7              
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Never in my wildest dreams would I have thought of searching the Falkland Islands records, my next thought would 
have been Spain. 

Family Search did not appear to have many records regarding the Falkland Islands so I went to www.fig.gov.fk/archives     
which is the Jane Cameron National Archives, Stanley, Falkland Islands.There I located in the Falkland Islands Gazette 
of January 22, 1891 C Pinazo  paying rates on a Dwelling house, West Court, Ross Road, Stanley.  Annual Value £15, 
Tax of £5. 
Index to Gazette 1893  which lists  C Pinazo, Sale of Estate in Gazette 42.   Unfortunately I cannot locate the full docu-
ment online.    I searched hoping for passenger lists but they are not available online either.   The shipping lists are for 
most sailings but only give vessel, captain, departure date etc. 
 
In the Gazettes I found C Pinazo on Jurors lists for 14 Jan 1891, 29 Dec 1892 and 14 Jan 1893. 
Then I came across a piece of gold,  on the archive site is a list of 19

th
 century families of the  Falklands, there is a 

listing for Pinazo family…. Hooray!   Following is extract of what I found:- 
“Casimiro, a widower and gaucho from Montevideo living at Salvador, was married to (2) Sarah Jane KINGSFORD, 
widow and needlewoman from Belfast, Ireland living in Stanley, 23 April 1870 at Trinity Church Stanley according to the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England by Licence by Charles Bull MA Colonial Chaplain.   The witnesses were 
George A Clarke and Jane Johnson.  Casimiro’s father was recorded as Olakia Pinas, soldier, and Sarah’s father as 
William Evans, baker. 
On 6 December 1889 Casimiro leased the Shamrock Hotel from Mary Jergens, on 14 May 1890 he sold Crown Grant 
198 for £50 [Vol III; 133, 159, 180]. 
Casimiro, age 57, a publican, died 4 October 1893 in a fire when the Shamrock Hotel burnt down. [Account of fire and 
obituary FIM October 1893].   Casimiro wa buried 6 October 1893 in Grave D 287. 
In his will dated 13 July 1889 , Casimiro PINAZO, gaucho residing in Stanley, left all his real and personal property to his 
wife Sarah Jane Pinazo for her own sole and separate use and benefit independent of the debts and control of any fu-
ture husband.  [Vol III, 28]” 
Needless to say I still have many questions to answer but thought you may enjoy the read.  
 
Sources 
http://lennonwylie.co.uk              Belfast Street Directories  
https://ssl.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialsearch/BurialSearch.aspx   Belfast Cemetery Officewww.findmypast.com                   
Find My Past                                                                                                                                                                
www.fig.gov.fk/archives               Jane Cameron National Archives, Falkland Islands                               
www.ancestryireland.com           Ancestry Ireland (Ulster Historical Foundation)                                                         
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk         General Record Office Belfast  

Irishgenealogy.ie  Website of the Minister of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht            (General Record Office)  

http://www.fig.gov.fk/archives
http://lennonwylie.co.uk
https://ssl.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialsearch/BurialSearch.aspx
http://www.findmypast.com
http://www.ancestryireland.com
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk
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  Time Gentlemen Please 

 
 
Considering both my parents were near teetotalers we 
did seem to have an inordinate amount of Licensed       
Victuallers  in the family tree. For the most part I just 
have the name of their public house and little more, but 
there are a few notable exceptions. 
 
My 3x Gt. Grandfather, John Matthews was the landlord 
of the Kings Arms, John Street, Limehouse, in London’s 
East End. Originally from Sherborne in Dorset  he 
moved to London sometime before 1841. He died in 
1851  at his son’s premises  The  Norfolk Hero in    
Poplar leaving  only Goods and Chattels in his Will to 
his wife Mary. However John’s obituary in the “Era”  
newspaper November  30 1851  told of a richer legacy. 
 
“Aged 67 years, lamented by his family, and respected 
by a large circle of friends, Mr. John Matthews of the 
“Norfolk  Hero”, Gate Street, Poplar New Town and late 
of  The Kings Arms, Limehouse Fields. He had served  
on the Committee of the Licensed Victuallers School , 
and also of the Asylum, with benefit to both Institutions.” 
 
The Friendly Society of Licensed Victuallers  was 
founded in 1794  as a charity to assist  members in the 
alcohol trade who had met with  hard times. The school  
opened in Kennington, Lambeth in 1803, was a charity 
for educating  children and orphans of  destitute   
members.  Starting with  six boys and fourteen girls, by 
1830 there were 150 pupils. On reaching the age of 15 
years boys who were apprenticed were gifted £5, boys 
and girls who went into Service received £3. In 1837 
Queen Victoria became Patron carrying on from her 
uncle William IV. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Licensed Victuallers School 
 
The Licensed Victuallers Asylum was founded in 1827 
on six acres of land off the Old Kent Road. On first 
reading the name I took it for an institution for publicans 
who had consumed too much of their own stock. It was 
actually set up for distressed members of the trade, 
their wives or widows so they “might be enabled to 
spend the latter part of their days in peace and         
quietness.” The Duke of Sussex was the first patron in 
1827 and was  succeeded by the Prince Consort. 
 
The plan was for 101 separate houses, consisting of 
three rooms each. The first forty three houses were 
quickly built, followed rapidly by further buildings. By 
1835 they were in a position to grant weekly allowances 
to the occupants, plus an allowance of coal, also      

  
                                               

By John Wiseman 
 
medical attendance and wine when recommended by 
the medical officer. 
 
John’s son, Henry my 2x Gt Grandfather, landlord of 
“The Norfolk Hero” died in January 1885, described as 
a  Gentleman of Hastings, Sussex, he left a Will of        
£4459.19s.7d. To my mind his father left the greater 
legacy. 
 
Again, a 3x Gt. Grandfather, William Heard, was     
landlord of  “The Grundy Arms” Grundy Street, Poplar, 
East London and had an interest in the “Balmoral     
Castle” in Canning Town. William was born in Hartland, 
Devon and in early life was a Master Mariner, like John 
Matthews he ended up in the East End. His pub was an 
ordinary plain looking Victorian building close to the 
docks, off the East India Dock Road, the haunt of     
sailors and dock workers. Despite the modest            
appearance of the pub when William died in May 1885,     
he left a healthy  estate worth £13,686-8s-7d. This was 
distributed amongst his surviving children and thirteen 
grandchildren. An interesting clause in his will stated “I 
declare that every female taking any legacy share or 
other benefit under my Will or any Codicil hereafter 
shall be deemed to take same for her sole and separate 
use free from marital control.”  

 

How he had amassed so much money from a dockside 
pub was a mystery until an article headed “Savage    
Assault” in “The Morning Chronicle”  dated Tuesday 
April 22 1856, perhaps gave me a clue. William’s son 
Tobias Brown  Heard (my 3x Gt. Uncle), was landlord of 
“The Elder Tree”, Crisp Street, Poplar, “Henry Tinsley, a 
well dressed man, described as a basket maker aged 
22  was brought before Mr. Yardley, charged with vio-
lently assaulting Mr. Tobias Browne Heard, the landlord 
of the Elder Tree public house, in Crisp Street, Bromley 
St Leonard.” In giving evidence Tobias said that Tinsley 
had been a customer for  about seven months and had 
frequently caused trouble.  
Apparently on Thursday Tinsley had rushed into the 
Tobias’s house threatening him with a summons for 
shooting pigeons on his (Tinsley) premises. “ An      
altercation ensured, and the prisoner called Mr. Heard a 
puppy and other offensive names.” The defendant then 
attempted to strike Mr. Heard, But was prevented by 
the customers. 
 

   
                                                                                                 
                                                   Continued page 9 
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Time Gentlemen Please continued. 
 
   
 
On the Saturday night  Tinsley arrived at the Elder Tree 
and caused a disturbance amongst the customers.  Tobias 
went to investigate the noise and was  confronted by Tins-
ley who said “ he would do Mr. Heard all the mischief in his 
power, put himself in a fighting attitude and struck Mr. 
Heard several times around the head and face.” Tobias          
appeared in the court quite the worse for wear with cuts 
and abrasions about his face. The prisoner in his defence    
stated that Mrs. Tinsley was much alarmed when Tobias 
had shot the pigeon and that on Saturday night fighting 
was going on and the landlord was holding the stakes. 
Tobias explained that he shot  the pigeon on his own 
premises and could  injure no one, and that on Saturday 
some persons did stake money on a fight and were insti-
gated by the   prisoner to do so. The  money was staked in 
the potboy’s hand and when he (Tobias) came to hear of it  
made him   return the money and turned the fighting men 
out of his premises. 
 
The Magistrate in summing up said that Tobias  had done 
what was “right and proper “ and went on to say that the 
prisoner was malicious as well as violent, determined to 
injure the landlord’s character as well as his person. Tins-
ley was fined £3 and in default of payment one months 
imprisonment. 
I am quite sure that Mr. Yardley, the magistrate was cor-
rect that Tobias has done the “right and proper” thing as       
regards the gambling, then again it might  account for 
Heard senior leaving £13,686-8s-7d in his Will! 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
  Sources:- 
 
WA State Library :- Gale Collection of British Newspapers     
Walk in London:-     http://walkinlondon.posterous.com          
Museum of London:- www.museumoflondon.org.uk 
 
Photos:- 
Licensed Victuallers School:- www.amazon.co.uk 
The Grundy Arms:- London Metropolitan Archives. 
 
The Grundy Arms photo was taken just after the war, all 
the houses in the background were severely damaged and 
abandoned, and the vacant ground cleared of rubble. Per-
haps proving that even the  Luftwaffe wouldn’t bomb a 
pub! 
                              oooOOOooo 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sites from the National Archives UK. 
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Awards were presented to two of our members in recognition of their service to  the 
Society. The Noble and Ancient Order of the Silver saucer was awarded to Mike    
Sutton for his meritorious work in the kitchen. The not so Noble and Ancient Order of 
the Silver Raffle Book was awarded to Terry Craig for constantly  harassing members 
for their loose change on meeting days. 

President Peter Godfrey And Mike Sutton 

President Peter Godfrey and Terry Craig 
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Our April speaker was Graham McEwan from the WA 
Army Museum Fremantle. Graham was well qualified to 
speak on the subject having held most positions at the   
museum from Director to tour guide. Graham spoke on the 
exhibits in the  museum, their  importance, and the history 
of the building itself, the old Artillery Barracks.              
 
Particularly interesting was the history and events  during 
the second World War. The museum  is constantly      
evolving and has recently had an extensive make over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Stickland was our speaker for the May AGM       
meeting. Peter spoke on the connection between the Statue 
of Liberty and a group of French Freemasons. Most of us 
know that the statue was manufactured in France, but    
perhaps not that it was the idea of a small group of artists 
who wished to commemorate the  America’s centenary of    
Independence.   
Money was raised by public subscription in both France 
and America, in France for the construction, in America to 
erect the Statue.  
 
For those seeking information on Freemason ancestors see 
Page 5  for contact details of the WA Freemasons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our June speaker Julie Martin’s talk entitled “Are your    
photos in a Shoebox?” attracted a large audience.               
A librarian/archivist  for over 30 years Julie spent the last  
10 years prior to her retirement managing the extensive 
pictorial archive for the JS Battye library.  
Julie gave a   comprehensive talk covering  what you 
should  do on  opening the shoebox, how to sort, catalogue, 
preserve and present your collection so that it survives into 
the future. 
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

General Meetings 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend 
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st      
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room, 
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   
Guest Speakers for :  .July – September 2018 

7th July Carl Altmann Marc Chagall 

4th August Linda Bettenay 
Researching Local 
History 

1st        
September 

To be advised  

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

Useful Websites 
 

https://digital.nls.uk/directories/  compiled by the       
National Library of Scotland comprises of 77 digitised 
directories 1773-1911. 

http://blacksmiths.mygenwebs.com  interesting site for 
blacksmith & farriers 

www.scotlandsfamily.com/occupations.htm.  List of old 
Scottish trades 

https://visual.ons.gov.uk/causes-of-death-over-100-
years/.  Visual representations of data such as death 
over the last century. 

Welcome to New Members  

 
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
  
 

Kerry Wood 
Lynn Croft 

 

I will be away from the 14th August until  the 
4th September. 
 
I would appreciate any articles to be submitted  
by the end of July if possible so as not to delay 
the September BTL by too much. 
 
John Wiseman 
Editor. 

http://app.expressemailmarketing.com/get.link?linkid=8369525&subscriberid=565758883&campaignid=2273345&linkurl=http://www.yesemails.com/
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