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A Message from the President
Here we are again nearing Christmas and another year of research ahead of us. I wish you and your families a Happy
Christmas and Prosperous New Year.
By the time this BTL is in print we will have had our annual quiz, which I am sure will be/was another success. In
addition we will have had another lunch for our volunteers, by way of thanks to all of you who help our Society so much.
Again the past year we have had many good speakers thanks to Rae Matthews. We have more coming up in 2019 and
I will let you know those in the coming weeks.
In this issue I have reproduced a letter and article regarding what is happening in the field of obtaining BDM certificates,
not only here in WA but throughout the world on many levels. They are self evident and I urge you to let me know if you
hear of anything about items being redacted or any changes, even if it is from someone you know.
I trust your research is going well and please share with us anything of interest you may come across.
Peter Godfrey.

We are very sorry to inform members of the passing of long time member and former President
Peter Bennett.
Peter’s funeral will be held on Thursday 6th December at 10.00 am at Purslowe and Chipper Funeral
Chapel,
69, Dixon Road, Rockingham
Peter’s obituary appears on page 10 of this edition.

WAGS 2018 RAFFLE EARLY BIRD DRAW WINNER
WAGS Raffle 2018
Winner
$300
Early Bird Draw 9th October 2018
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GENEALOGICAL ISSUE.
You may be aware of issues being raised in the press and other sources of the practice of information on certain BDM certificates
being altered. It is an issue around the world and is occurring in WA. This was raised at the recent Affiliates Conference in
Busselton and it was agreed that all Societies would write to the Attorney General in WA about this issue. On your behalf I wrote to
the AG and I reproduce the letter below. A reply was received but it did not cover the issue of why redaction is taking place and
what words or phrases are considered.
“The Attorney General,
Hon John Quigley MLA LLB, JP
5th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: (08) 6552 6800
Fax: (08) 6552 6801
Email: Minister.Quigley@dpc.wa.gov.au
Dear Sir,
On behalf of the Family History Society of Rockingham and Districts I write to you regarding the redaction of certain information
from Birth, Marriage and Death certificates.
We have been advised by another Society within Western Australia, that words such as “Aboriginal” and “Illegitimate” have been
redacted from uncertified certificates ordered by their members. As Genealogists this type of information is vital to us to ensure that
we have an accurate record of our ancestors, should they be West Australians.
Our belief about this is that what you are doing is changing history, and it is that very history that we are always searching for. I,
like many of my fellow researchers, have found illegitimacy, and other items of interest, amongst my ancestors, which doesn’t
concern me in the least as it is part of my background, in my research going back some 500 years.
The relevant part of the order form for such certificates is shown below.

Our concerns as a Society are:
Under whose authority is this redaction taking place,
What is the list of words, items and other data, etc that will be redacted, and
Why is this redaction taking place?
As President of our Society I am unaware of any approach being made to us on this subject, to seek our thoughts and ideas. I would
appreciate your response to this matter in the near future.
Peter Godfrey
President, Family History Society of Rockingham and Districts Inc.
cc. Honourable Mark McGowan MLA BA, LLB, GradDipLegPrac.”
I précised this letter and submitted it to the West Australian and it was subsequently published. On 16 th November the
following article appeared on page 19 of the West, in support of the issue.

Continued next page
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Genealogical Issue Cont.

Jenny is well known in genealogical circles so it is good she is onside.
I really am unsure why this is happening but I have a suspicion that it is part of the “Political Correct” movement that is
sweeping the globe on many fronts. There is also a proposal in Tasmania to issue gender neutral birth certificates in
case the child my wish to change gender at a later date.
I like many of you, I surmise, have illegitimacy in the family and I long ago stopped worrying about it.
If you hear anything about this please let me know.
Peter Godfrey, (President).
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Uncles Fred and Harry in WW1

By Keith Good,

As it is the 100th year since the end of WW1, I thought it would be of interest to our members to relate a little of the
history of my uncles, who both served, and survived, The Great War.
Charles Frederick Good (always known as Fred) and Harold Edward Good were my father’s brothers. Fred was born
25th January 1891, and Harry on 19th May 1895. Both of them and George (who died in 1902 aged just 10) and my
father Augustin Victor Enos Good (always known as Gus) were born in Charing, Kent sons of Wallace Charles and
Emma Good.
My father was born 2ndFebruary 1902, and was therefore too young to enlist in WW1. If he had been a few years older I
imagine that he would also have volunteered, and it is quite possible that he would not have survived the war, and I
would not be here now.
Fred had gone to Canada sometime between 1911 and the start of the war, presumably to settle there. When war was
declared between England and Germany, Canada was automatically included, being part of the British Empire. Very
many Englishmen living in all parts of the Empire felt it was their duty to enlist. Fred enlisted in the Canadian Overseas
Expeditionary Force on November 19th 1915, and gave his residence as ‘Simcoe, Ontario’. Simcoe was founded in
1795 near Lake Erie and was an agricultural area known for growing tobacco, vegetables and small fruit. Uncle Fred
was a farm labourer. On enlistment he was recorded as 5ft 5 ½ inches, fair complexion, grey eyes and brown hair. He
was also shown as belonging to the 39th Regiment but I do not know whether he joined it on that date or earlier. His
Regimental number was 796024.
Most Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Forces had set up bases in UK, but of some 250 Battalions formed by the end
of the conflict, only 52 served on the Western Front. Fred had arrived in England from Canada on 11 th November 1916
on board the “S.S.Lapland”. Initially he was stationed at Sandling in Kent
Probably during the time he was there he courted Ellen Perrin. On the 1911 Census for the Good Family in Charing,
Kent there were two visitors – Ellen Perrin, a domestic servant and her 10-year old niece. Ellen was thirteen years older
than Fred. On 12th February 1919 he married Ellen (known as Nellie) in Bayswater, London. At that time Fred was 27,
and Ellen was 41. His occupation shown on their Marriage Certificate was “ Canadian Expeditionary Force, France”. As
with all service personnel, he had sought, and been given permission to marry. He was given 14 days leave of absence
from his Battalion in France for his wedding. Nellie was living at 2, Beaumaris Mansions, 115, Queens Road, London
W2., and her occupation was given as “housemaid”.
From Sandling, Fred was posted to France, arriving on 4 th April 1917, and 10 days later he joined the 123 rd Battalion, as
Batman to Lieut. Clarkson. He was awarded one good conduct badge. He was discharged in England on 17 th May 1919.
He and Nellie then went to live in Charing, close to his parents. My father was 17 at that time, and no doubt would have
had quite a lot of contact with his brother.
Uncle Harry enlisted on 30th August 1914, and he was registered in the RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps). His
regimental number was 10192. The Royal Army Medical Corps was founded in 1898.
Uncle Harry was awarded the Star medal with clasp. and the clasp was issued to the 157,000 men who served in
France or Belgium between 5th August 1914 and midnight on 22nd November 1914 and served under enemy fire during
that period. Harry entered the theatre of war on 5 th November 1914, aged 19. The recipients of this medal were
responsible for assisting the French to hold back the German army. This period covered the Battle of Mons, the retreat
to Seine, Battles of Le Cateau, Marne, Aisne & the 1st Battle of Ypres.
He was also awarded:
1)The British War Medal 1914-1918 which was awarded to all officers & men who had entered the theatre of war or
served overseas between 5th August 1914 & 11th November 1918. 6.5 million were issued.
2) Allied Victory Medal 5.5m issued
3) Silver War Badge - awarded to all military personnel who were discharged as a result of sickness or wounds
contracted or received during the war, either at home or overseas. Harry received his Silver War Badge due to sickness.
He was discharged on 14th March 1919 with the rank of Acting Lance Corporal. Harry sent a postcard to Dad from
Malta, at Christmas 1915. I believe the island was used as a war hospital in WW1, and Harry was likely to have been
serving there at that time.
Continued next page...
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Uncles Fred and Harry in WW1 cont.
The Star Medal, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal were irreverently referred to as “Pip”, “Squeak”, and
“Wilfred”
After the war, on 14th August 1922, Harry married Rose Brown at Richmond Registry Office. Rose was a divorced lady,
and probably for that reason there was little contact between Harry and the rest of his family. They had one daughter,
Ida Phyllis. When she grew up she played a piano-accordion, and went by the ‘stage’ name of Phyl Dawson. In 1939,
Harry is recorded as being a Monotype Keyboard operator, and he and Rose were living in Ewell, Surrey. I have no
recollection of ever visiting them, although we did see Phyl ‘on stage’ once in Watford, which was about 8 miles from
where we lived. By contrast we saw Uncle Harry whenever we visited Grandma and Grandad in Charing during the
second world war, and after my grandparents had both died, we visited Fred and Nellie on a few occasions .
Uncle Fred died in Charing on 26th April 1951, and Uncle Harry died in Pontefract, Yorkshire on 2nd December 1971.
ooooooooooOoooooooooo
For people researching WW1 ancestors, particularly if their personal records are amongst those destroyed I can
recommend The UK National Archives “British Army war diaries WO95” available online. They are handwritten daily
reports on the activities of the regiments at the front. They report on weather, enemy activity and other operational
events, usually only a couple of lines. Whether junior officers wrote the diary on a roster, or took over when one of
them became a causality I don’t know, but the writing does change with monotonous regularity. This report is from my
Grandfather’s regiment the 7th Battn. Somerset Light Infantry.

For clarity the report for the 12/9/17 4pm. reads:“Still holding front line, enemy occupy shell holes 200yds distant, our front line consists of a line of small posts, our
support line of larger posts containing as much as one platoon each. In the afternoon the enemy shelled the battn. headquarters at U28d42 securing three direct hits on the concrete wall of the block house killing a signaller who was on duty
in the doorway and wounding two men. Total casualties for the 12 inst. 4 killed 4 wounded.”
The previous day they lost 5 killed 15 wounded,
John Wiseman. Editor.
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AMWA-WAGS Project
By Diane Oldman

Part 1
… ‘surplus to requirements’. That is a statement of outcome, not of reason. We have no idea why this
piece of property is now surplus to requirements … That decision can just as easily be reconsidered
and somebody could say, ‘Yes, we can find a use for the Artillery Barracks and it is NOT surplus to
requirements’. Mr James Dalton, Board Member, Army Museum of Western Australia Foundation, October 2000.
The Army Museum of WA was established in 1977 and was originally located
in Bulwer Street, Perth. It was relocated to the Artillery Barracks site in Burt
Street, Fremantle in 1995. This entire precinct has been heritage listed with
several of the buildings having historical significance. In the late 1990’s I recall
reading in the press that the Commonwealth Government was
considering
the sale of the Museum site to Notre Dame University. I had never been to the
Museum and made haste to visit before it disappeared. Although more impressive than I had imagined back then, in the last 20 years since, it has gone
from strength to strength with major additions and refurbishments to the galleries. However, story-boards and artefacts are one thing—the hidden treasure
of its archives is yet another. Read on ...
Part 2
I attended a meeting at WAGS in October 2015 to express an interest in supporting a military special interest
group. In February 2016 its inaugural meeting was held with a healthy 20 participants. It is a very well
organised group which provides guest speakers on military topics, Show & Tell sessions by members,
excursions which have included the WA Army Museum, the Aviation Museum, Rottnest Island’s WWII military installations, and next year a visit to Albany’s WWI War Memorial precinct. In step with the WAGS
convention for special interest groups, the annual general meeting is in May each year at which the
committee is elected. Members of WAGS Affiliated Societies such ours may participate in meetings,
excursions and projects but (thankfully!) are prohibited from becoming committee members. In 2018 our
committee comprises Angela Heymans, Convenor/Secretary and Gwyn Williams, Treasurer. There is no
membership fee but a gold coin donation is appreciated at each meeting to cover afternoon tea expenses.
Angela and Gwyn maintain a smooth running SIG and there is always a lot going on with an immaculate
record of all of it!
Part 3
The idea of a joint project with the Army Museum of WA originated as a result of an excursion to the Museum
in November 2016. Since early last year, boxes of photographs and documents relating to the late 19th and
20th centuries from the Museum’s extensive collection were made available for digitisation. In the first
instance, WAGS organised a donated light stand to be used by Gwyn Williams and husband Richard to
capture images using Richard’s digital camera. The WAGS Webmaster, then Chris Louden, got busy
developing websites that could be used for viewing and transcribing the images.
A formal agreement has now been signed between the two organisations. Some of the key principles are
that images digitised by WAGS volunteers are made freely available (that is, not published behind a pay
wall), and that the Museum will continue to provide the original material to WAGS for digitisation at no cost.
Less than two years later, Gwyn and Richard have uploaded a staggering 2,579 images to the Omeka
platform that hosts the website. A number of transcribers have been working with the online material to
make it ‘searchable’ for researchers. BUT another four boxes of items are now being digitised when only
11% of the items already online have been transcribed to date. And this project needs not only volunteers,
but also a volunteer coordinator! Take a look at http://projects.wags.org.au/ to get a general idea.
Continued next page
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Transcribing coordinator
Vacant
Role
Be the contact for transcription
volunteer enquiries
Approve volunteer requests to become
transcribers
Keep a record of volunteers and provide regular reports
Monitor transcriptions done on the
website for accuracy, correct
format, etc
Finalise transcriptions to go onto the
public website

Gwyn Williams is the Digitisng Coordinator and Angela Heymans is
Funding Coordinator, with Susan Salvair assisting with the funding task.
Grant monies will be used to purchase cameras, scanners, light stands
and other equipment, as well as cover any costs associated with public
website design, development, hosting etc.
This photograph (right) can
be found in the item
named ‘Returned Nursing
Sisters Sub Branch Scrap
Book. The contents of this
item numbers 126—one of
the largest in the group.

The contents of ‘Nominal
Roll
Book—Western
Australian Army Nurses
Vol 1 1930 – 1942’ may be
of interest to those of you
who had a mother, grandmother or aunt serving as an Army
nurse. This nominal roll comprises 97 pages of names.- that could mean nearly 1,000 names and details of
World War II ‘nightingales’. And Volumes 2 and 3 of these nominal rolls have also been digitised. The largest
item (digitised data set) scanned to date comprises 788 images from a box of ‘Swan Volunteer Corps
Enrolments’.
This is a very worthwhile project—no longer will these key pieces of genealogical data be in a box on a shelf
in a dark archive. The data will be ‘out there’ for all to see and download FREE. I urge anyone who has a bit
of time on their hands, any time of the day, to jump onto your home computer—mouse in one hand, cuppa
tea, G & T or a wine in the other and start transcribing.

AMWA– WAGS Project continued
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What were the chances of distant cousins finding themselves on the same committee in
Rockingham when their ancestors left England for South Australia all those years ago
(1838)?’ [Ainslie Sharpe, November 2018].

FAREWELL ‘OLD BENNETT’

from Diane Oldman and his many friends
‘Old Bennett’ - that’s how my husband used to refer to Peter, those many years ago, when we became such good
friends. Back then, of course, Peter hadn’t been long retired
from his position as Principal of Rockingham TAFE, so ‘old’
was just a relative term. Peter was therefore well known in
Rockingham circles and especially in the family history
society to which he made such a huge contribution.
Peter joined the Society back in 1994/95 and soon helped
me out by becoming Secretary of the Rockingham Branch
of WAGS in 1996 when I became President and so it went
on; I became Membership Secretary when he was
President when WAGS lopped off its branches. In early
2000 when our particular branch came crashing down,
Peter was leading the smallest ‘cabinet’ in the Branch’s history and managed with a committee of only five people with
four casual vacancies! Ainslie and Roland Sharpe were
two of the five committee members which is probably when
Ainslie and Peter first realised their ancestors, George Ottaway and James Spottiswood Wilson, arrived in Adelaide on
the same ship; their families intermarried and behold she
and Peter became distant cousins!
Peter became the ‘father’ or our current Society when he authored our Constitution which, with some
amendments over the years, is still in use today. During his watch in early 2000, our Society reached
its highest number of members ever – 215.
Peter’s contribution and support of this Society for over 20 years was remarkable, and for most of
those years Shirley, his dear wife, was also a member. At the Society’s AGM in May 2007 Peter was
one of four members to receive an Inaugural Certificate of Special Merit. Here are some of his
contributions:
President or Secretary
1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2006
Joint Convener of Computer Group
1996
Branches/Affiliates Conference Delegate 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2006
Branch/Society Rep, Lotteries House
1996-2007 (continuous service including Chairman)
Schools Records Project member
1997-1999
Author of the Constitution
2000
Member of Strategic Planning Group
2005/2006
Library Assistant
Many years
Contributor of reports & articles for BTL
Many years
Peter was born around ninety years ago in Geraldton, the son of a physician who died before the lad
was barely into his teens. He trained to be a teacher and worked all over WA sometimes in those
small schools we don’t know about now. After retirement he continued to live in the Rockingham area –
in Waikiki and then Port Kennedy. Only in the week before he died did he move to the Bunbury area to
live with his eldest daughter after a stay in hospital. Those hospital visits all started with a
melanoma – undoubtedly the result of too much sun at the family’s beach house at Quin’s Rock which
he loved and enjoyed long before I knew him and Shirley. I will miss his conversation and counsel and
am grateful we were ‘mates’ for such a long time. Our condolences to Pip, Rob, Sue and Annie, Peter
and Shirley’s children.
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Speaker’ Corner
Our October speaker was Diane Oldman, who kindly
stepped in at the last moment to deliver a very interesting talk on her work for the York Museum A.I.F. Project.
Diane researched the origins and service of three WW1
servicemen who had connections to York. Diane took us
though the process of finding and collating the
information on her three subjects.
On viewing the meticulous records Diane had produced,
I, like I suspect many others in the room, vowed to do
better with my own recording “system”. The stories of
over seven hundred Anzacs continue to be documented
and formed the basis of the York Anzac exhibition.

Former President of WAGs and author of works on WA
and it’s history, Bevan Carter, was our speaker for
November. Bevan spoke on the ship “Hougoumont” and
it’s cargo of 280 criminals, 74 of which where political
prisoners convicted in Ireland. Some of the prisoners did
quite well for themselves, one becoming editor of the
WA Times and first Hansard reporter, another introduced
electricity generation into the State, and one who
became wealthy from the pearl shell industry. Many of
the others settled into society as tradesmen and artisans,
a small number continued to offend.
Very few of the Irish political prisoners stayed in WA
after they were pardoned in 1869 by the House of
Commons.

2018 Christmas Quiz winning table No. 4.
Peter Godfrey, Chris Dodson, John Wiseman, Rae
Matthews, Betty Vanderlande, Peter & Ivy Heptinstall .
Another close run contest. Our thanks to Leon Daly and
Terry Craig for another entertain December meeting.
Commiserations to Terry for not charging for his raffle
tickets, I’m sure he will make up for it in the coming year.
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LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari
Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:
Maryanne Lomax
Lorraine Townsend
Amanda Batterham

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

Christmas Library Closure
Friday 7th December-Tuesday 8th January

Useful Websites
If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL
so that all of our members can benefit.
findmypast.co.uk new record collection, England &
Wales Electoral Registers 1920-32. 53 million records
from the years 1920 and 1926-1931, also a small set
from 1932.

General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to attend
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for : .

discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/manor-search
The Manorial Documents Register gives details of
where the Manorial records are held.
mun.ca/mha/1881/crews1881.php 1881 Crew List
Data base from Maritime Archive of Newfoundland;
index of British crew list, already contains 344,000
names.
Britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk search local and
national newspapers
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5th
January

Miriam Crandell

“Emilliah”
a Suffragist Settlement for WA that
never was

2nd
February

Peter Godfrey

A Family Tree of WA
Pioneers and
Convicts

2nd
March

Julie Martin

Dating Photographs
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