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A Message from the President
Welcome to this edition of our quarterly magazine, Between The Lines. I am writing this prior to seeing the draft but I am
sure that our editor John has done a good job of putting together a good read.
I have submitted two articles for this edition, the first being an article from The Sussex Family History Society,
reproduced with their permission, that discussed the future of Family History Societies. It’s a good read and food for
thought. The second is about Britain in the 16th Century that is the first article covering the period during which my
Ancestors lived. The first is John Alchorne born in 1509, that is the same year that Henry VII died. Shortly after that
Henry VIII took the throne and wrought havoc on the Catholic Church, closing all Monasteries, sacking all the Priests
and making himself head of the Church of England. My John was a Church Warden at Rotherfield in Sussex, so all this
upheaval would have affected him and his Catholic congregation at St Deny’s.
I intend to pen more articles in coming months for the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. This all follows on from the Time
Line talk I gave a couple of years ago, and made me think under what conditions my people lived.
On a final note our latest committee member, Amanda Batterham, has developed a Facebook page, at Family History
Society of Rockingham & Districts Inc. If you would like to add anything about your research please let her know. By the
was the family photo is of my Great Grandmother Isabel Godfrey and the boy to her right is my Grandfather William.
Happy reading.
Peter Godfrey May 2019.

The 2019/20 Committee: left to rightr. Leon Daly, Treasurer: Peter Godfrey, President: Betty Vanderlande; Secretary: Chris
Dodson, Membership Secretary: Rae Matthews, Programme Planner: Amanda Batterham, Publicity Officer: Verna Nazzari,
Library Coordinator: Terry Craig, Fundraising Coordinator.
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The following article appeared in the March edition of the Sussex Family History Society quarterly magazine. It
raises some interesting points and I thought you may be interested in it.
It is reproduced with permission from Jeremy Geere.
THE FUTURE (AND PAST) OF FAMILY HISTORY
This article was inspired by Mick Henry’s comments in the December 2018 Sussex Family Historian (pp155-156) and in
particular:
“it seemed such a shame to in effect waste all the members work who has studiously transcribed the parish registers
over our 40 odd years of existence and for it to count for nothing in the much wider future of Family History.”
I am in agreement with Mick’s sentiments and my intention and aim is to supplement and support his article whilst also
reflecting generally on my own experience over the past 40 plus years of research.
My story actually starts in 1958 before I was born. My father placed a notice of my older sister’s birth in the Daily
Telegraph prompting Clement Manning Gear (one of the early members of SFHG) to contact my father and awaken his
interest in family history. He traced the family back to Samuel Geere born 1849 in Brighton but gave up when he was
unable to find his birth record. Quite independently of my father, I developed my own interest in family history in 1972 at
the age of 9 and between us we managed to discover that Samuel Geere was in fact born in 1845 not 1849. At that
time, this involved searching the heavy volumes at Somerset House prior to the move to St Katherine’s House. A search
of 5 years involved inspecting 20 separate volumes many of which were for that period handwritten. So my father can
be forgiven for not having extended his original search.
Since that time I have undertaken a one name study for my surname and its various variants. I have traced my own
paternal line back to around 1520 as well as all researching all lines of both my family and my wife’s. My wife patiently
puts up with the huge number of files, books, photographs etc I have accumulated over the years.
Prior to leaving school I had transcribed all Geere births, marriages and deaths since 1837, a task which involved
numerous trips to first Somerset House and then St Katherine’s House in Aldwych. For the prior to December 1979,
this required lifting 2,280 volumes from the shelves on to the desks and locating the Geere entries (if any) in each one,
copying them by hand on to my sheets of paper. In the 1980’s I added all Geer entries and in the 1990’s I added Gear
and other variants though by that time I could use microfiche in Oxford library rather than having to travel to London.
Census research involved going to the Census rooms at the Public Record Office, working out the film number I
needed, filling out a slip then queuing sometimes for what seemed like eternity to reach the desk where your slip could
be exchanged for the microfilm. I then had to attempt to wind the film to the correct address only to often discover the
family had moved by the time of the census. I would then look through countless pages before and after the one with
the address I had tried, in the hope of finding them, sometimes with success, often without. There was always an
adrenalin rush when you found an entry. I well recall the sense of expectation as I queued outside the PRO on 4
January 1982 as one of the first people to view the 1881 census, looking forward to (hopefully) finding my various
families in that newly available census.
I recall my first visit to the East Sussex Record Office in 1976 aged 14. I was staying with a family friend in Glynde and
walked into Lewes from the village, along the route of the old main road. At that time the record office was situated in
Pelham House. I greatly appreciated the transcripts available in the record office, many of which had been produced by
Michael Burchall, at that time, the archivist. It was wonderful to be able to look at the original parish registers and I recall
the sense of excitement as I turned the pages of these very old registers. It was frustrating to find that many parishes
had not deposited their registers. At the same time I have many wonderful memories of viewing registers “in situ” either
inside the church or in the rectory. I recall my wife (prior to our marriage) helping me copy entries from registers inside
a church in Hampshire until her hands became so cold she could no longer write! Fortunately she was still willing to
marry me despite her experiences of my passion for family history.It is now much easier to index records. Prior to
leaving school, I had indexed the Oxfordshire Hearth Tax returns for 1665. These had already been published as a
typed volume but without an index. I went orienteering most weekends often involving round trips of 100 miles or more.
I used these car journeys to copy entries on to slips which were then arranged into alphabetical order prior to being
typed up on to sheets which could then be printed in book form.
I could write at great length about my past experiences. It is good that now so much is easily available online and that
access to records has been so greatly improved. I have made many discoveries and advances that simply would not
have been possible 40 years ago. At the same time I feel nostalgic for my past experience of research. Looking at
parish registers on a computer is not the same as handling the original volumes. While it is good to be able to quickly
finding Census entries while sitting at home watching TV, people today do not get the pleasure I experienced when
finding an entry after trawling through countless microfilm pages.

Continued on page 4.
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The Future (and Past) of Family History …... Continued

It is now much easier to index records. Prior to leaving school, I had indexed the Oxfordshire Hearth Tax returns for
1665. These had already been published as a typed volume but without an index. I went orienteering most weekends
often involving round trips of 100 miles or more. I used these car journeys to copy entries on to slips which were then
arranged into alphabetical order prior to being typed up on to sheets which could then be printed in book form.

At the same time, I feel strongly that we need to embrace technology and make the most of new opportunities. Work
done in the past is never wasted. Yes, I can now download all Geere BMD’s into a spreadsheet within minutes if not
seconds but I do not regret the time I spent back in the 1970’s laboriously working through the volumes. I benefitted
greatly from having the fruits of my labour available to me at that time rather than waiting for many years to be able to
use online sites. Many of the people I corresponded with (and met) in relation to my research at that time have now
died. I was able to share my research with them.
In the same way many people have benefitted greatly from SFHG transcripts over the past 40 years. The work that
went into producing them has produced an excellent return that more than justifies the work that went into them.
Hopefully they can now be used to help produce excellent indexes for the online records to be made available though
of course much is already available through the SFHG, Family Search and other excellent sites.
So what does the future hold for family history societies and where should their efforts should be focussed?
Whilst it is right to feel nostalgic for the past, I feel we must embrace the future and be at the forefront and
cutting edge rather than being left behind by technology. I would see at least three priorities:
1) Identifying and improving access (where possible) to gaps in online records;
2) Encouraging use of less well known records and improving access to them; and
3) Teaching and encouraging good research methods.
I would say that today family history societies are needed more rather than less than they were in the past. But they
need to adapt and evolve. They need to rediscover the pioneering spirit of the 1970’s rather than be left feeling left
behind and redundant due to technology.
Forwarded by Peter Godfrey.
oooooooooooooOooooooooooooo

Pictured Left : Ainsley and Roland
Sharpe receiving their 20 year
Loyalty certificates.
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100 YEAR OLD MYSTERY SOLVED 1919-2019

by Val Zilco

I owe Mr. Bevan Carter, our November guest speaker a huge thank you. It was his very interesting and informative talk
that introduced me to a source of research I had not previously considered. Gaol Records!
For many years our Great Grandfather Louis Thomas Smith had been a mystery, since 1919 no records could be found
as to what happened to him, but thanks to Bevan the mystery is now solved.
Louis was born 29th October 1876 in Kyneton, Victoria, the youngest son of John Smith and Letitia Ettie Graham. John
had emigrated from Stirlingshire Scotland, Letitia had emigrated with her parents from West Meath Ireland. They were
married in St. Mary’s Church, Kyneton on the 29th April 1866. Louis’s parents were very hardworking folk and had
established a profitable farming property in Kyneton, from newspaper articles, both had been held in high esteem by the
community.
However, disaster was to strike the family on the 19th November 1897, John and Letitia were returning home from an
outing when their horse suddenly reared from fright near Barringo Creek and the dray in which they were sitting
overturned. John was pinned by the rails of the dray and killed instantly. Letitia although badly hurt survived her
injuries and lived on the property until her death on the 1st April 1911, she is buried with husband John in the Gisborne
Cemetery.
Whether it was the shock of losing his father or the call of the gold rush that was now in full swing in Western Australia,
Louis made his way to Kalgoorlie. Instead of fossicking for gold he decided to join the Light Horse Division on the 6th of
February 1902 that was being sent to South Africa to fight in the Boer War. On his return home he found work in the
timber industry at Waterous Mill, Yarloop where he met and married Charlotte Grace Young (affectionately known by us
all as “Old Nan”) on the 20th July 1906.

By 1915 Charlotte’s and Louis’s family had grown to 3 sons and 2 daughters. WW1 had now commenced and as was
the practice of the day, many young Australian men joined the A.I.F. Louis was one of these; he joined the 27th
Battalion on the 28th June 1915 and embarked for the overseas conflict on the 23 rd December 1916.1918 The Great War
had ceased and Louis was allocated a berth on a vessel that was to bring him home to his family. He failed to join this
ship and did not return to Australia until 1919. Records show he returned to Brisbane on the S.S. Mackara as a
seaman/crewman.
This is where our 100 Year old mystery commences. We don’t know how or when he returned to Western Australia; he
never ever came home to his wife and children.
Amongst his service records from the National Archives were a couple of letters when he was making application for
copies of his service papers which he stated had been lost in a fire. From the addresses given on these letters he must
have been working in either Bruce Rock or Albany. No other records after this time could be found. It was as if he had
fallen off the edge of the planet.
It was not until Bevan’s informative talk at our meeting about Gaol Records the mystery started to unravel.
I came home that Saturday after the meeting, straight onto the computer looking for criminal records. Much to my excitement there it was, he had served time in Fremantle Gaol and all the information could be obtained at the Records
Office in Perth.

Needless to say, first thing the next week it was up to the Records Office where I not only got a copy of the offence that
had landed him in gaol but a copy of his “mug shot.” Although he is 58 years of age at this time, I believe this to be the
only photo of Great Grandfather in existence.
Armed with the dates of the offence I scoured the old newspapers as his crime would have caused a bit of a storm at
that time, under “the stealing of the Premier’s car.” I found the following newspaper article that details of his run in with
the law:

Continued on Page 6
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100 year old mystery solved…….Continued

MIRROR – PERTH 19TH MAY 1934.
JACK SCADDAN’S CAR.
“Borrowed” and used to pull off a burglary at Mt. Barker.
Two Men Arrested – One at Kalgoorlie, the other at Mt. Barker.
Jack Scaddan, of the many roles he held in public life, figured in yet another part – a court witness – in the case
concerning the unlawful removal of his Buick car (which he values at £250) in the City Court this week.
The two men, who faced the music over taking John’s car without the formality of asking permission to use, also had to
answer a more serious charge of breaking into and stealing from a country store.
The two accused – a bespectacled young man named John James Allsop, who smiling every now and again in a
nonchalant sort of way, and didn’t bother to remove his hands from his overcoat when he stood up in the dock – and his
elderly companion, Louis Thomas Smith, presented a contrast in ages. There was a contrast in their prior association
with cars too, it transpired it isn’t the first time Allsop had been in trouble over autos and in the end he got the maximum
sentence – 12 months – while Smith was handed three months.
On the other charges – the episode of the country store - both men were committed for trial. “Smith being associated
with Allsop I hope the sentence that he had got will be a lesson to you” remarked the judge when sentencing the elder
of the two men to three months after imposing a year’s goal on Allsop. And as the account of the removal of Jack
Scaddan’s car is linked up with alleged theft from the rural store, the reader will be able to follow the story which shifts
about considerably in its scenic points if the story be told as it unfolded in that case.

Allsop was arrested in Kalgoorlie and a deposition taken by Det. George Smith. According to the sleuth’s account –
read in court – he had found a roll of notes to the value of £24 under Allsop’s belt. In Perth about 1 a.m. on April 30 in
Jack Scaddan’s car they proceeded to Denmark, how £68 had been taken from the store safe and divided between the
two men, some cigarettes had been taken by Allsop and smoked and the car was then abandoned in Victoria Park. It
was stated that the total value of the cash and articles concerned in the charge was £70/4/-.
The Manager of the Denmark Co-op gave evidence that when he entered the premises about 7.45 on May 1, he found
the safe was in the middle of the office floor with the side ripped out of it also the side of the inner compartment. It was
an iron safe, witness added, and the cash contents some £68 was gone, but the cheques and coppers were left behind.
Continuing, he went on to say that the skylight had been removed from the room at the back of the store which gave
access to the shop. Outside at the back of the shop were car tracks. A bush rug, a pocket knife and about six 1/packets of cigarettes were missing.
John Scaddan was next to enter the box. His car he said, was left in his garage at Mt. Lawley and about 7 a.m. on April
30 he found it missing. He next saw the car on May 2 at Victoria Park. It was very considerably damaged he adds,
about £30 or £40 was the first estimate of the damage, but I’m afraid it may be double he remarked.
Det. Johnston who went down to Mt. Barker, where with a constable he interviewed the accused Smith, then took up the
threads of the story.
I said, “Are you known as Gunboat Smith?” he went on. The accused replied “Yes” I said “how much money have you
on you?” He said, “A few shillings” producing about 10/- in silver. I then said “How much more have you got on you in
notes?” and he (Smith) answered “A few pounds.” I then went to search him and he produced a roll of notes from his
hip pocket. I said “How much is here?” and he said “about £20”. I then counted all the money he had in his possession
in his presence and it totalled £29/0/7 ½. I said “Where did you get this money from?” He replied “I earned it and saved
it.”
Searching the accused’s camp the detective found a bush rug (produced) which Smith stated he had bought in
Merredin about 18 months before.
At the Police Station I asked “Are you prepared to give me a statement containing reference to Allsop’s allegedly going
to Perth for a car after looking for one in vain in the Denmark district, his return with a car and an account of cash and
miscellaneous goods taken at the Denmark Co-op.?” Later the money was divided between the two men, the
statement proceeded. In concluding his evidence, Det. Johnston remarked that later he found dynamite and a fuse in
the camp of Smith.
Continued Page 7
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100 year old mystery solved…...Continued
Both the accused had nothing to say and both pleaded guilty to the charge. Mr. Read terminated the proceedings by
remarking “you will each be committed to the next sittings of the Criminal Court,”
Allsop received a 12 month gaol sentence for the stealing of the car, Great Grandfather was gaoled for 3 months.
THE WEST AUSTRALIAN

June 9 1934.
John James Allsop and Louis Thomas Smith were charged jointly with having stolen miscellaneous articles and £68/16/6
from the premises of the Denmark Co-operative Stores after having broken and entered the building on April or May 1
last. They both pleaded guilty.
To Allsop, a young man, Mr. Justice Dwyer said: “You have a long record and have been almost continuously in gaol. In
the circumstances I must impose a heavier sentence than I otherwise would. You are sentenced to three years
imprisonment.” To Smith, an elderly man, his Honour said “Your only previous offence in your record is unlawfully using
a motor car. I think in the circumstances that the ends of justice will be met if I sentence you to 18 months imprisonment.”
Great Grandfather Louis Smith served a total of 21 months in Fremantle Gaol.
We still don’t know what Great Grandfather did between the years 1919 to his run in with the law in 1934; we can
only assume he moved from place to place seeking employment until he met up with John Allsop.
I assumed he returned to Kalgoorlie after his release from prison. Searching for his death record I found that he
had died 1st December 1938 aged 63yrs in the Kalgoorlie Hospital and he was buried in the Kalgoorlie Cemetery.
My first thoughts were, “did he die a lonely old man?”
We finally solved the mystery of Great Grandfather Louis, although a somewhat sad story, how much different
his life would have been if he had only come home to his loving wife and children – we will never know why he
didn’t – did WW1 experiences cost us our Great Grandfather?

The only known photograph of my
Great Grandfather—Louis Smith
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THE CEASELESS AGITATORS—Part 2
By Diane Oldman

Australian Women’s Eligibility to Vote, to Sit and First Women Elected to Parliaments
Extract from Parliament of Australia, Parliamentary Library, Research Note Index 1996-1997.

Continued Page 9
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Australia Ahead of the Game ...continued from page 8
You can see, from the chart on the previous page, that Australia was well ahead of the game of votes for
women. Every State in every parliament across the land gave women the vote BEFORE Britain (except the
State upper houses of NSW and Tasmania). In fact, South Australia was the second parliament in the world
to allow women the vote. However you may notice the extraordinary gap in time from when women were
eligible to stand for parliament to the dates when the first women were elected! This would have been a
combination of reluctance to be selected as candidates as well as lack of votes. As voting rights for women
came early, our gals in Australia concentrated on helping the sister-hood in England, agitating for other rights
for women, social reform and standing for parliament themselves.
Dora Montefiore (nee Fuller) came to Australia from England to help out her delicate relative. She married
a wealthy Jewish man who died leaving her with two young children to rear. She became an ardent supporter
of women’s rights when she discovered that a widow did not have automatic right to the guardianship of her
own children. They were taken from her by her dead husband’s family.
Dora left Australia in 1892 to live in France. Eventually she returned to England and joined Millicent Fawcett’s
National Union of Women’s Suffrage but soon joined the Pankhurst crowd. She was arrested for rowdiness in
the House of Commons with Adele Pankhurst (daughter of Emmeline). Dora briefly returned to Australia
where she railed against compulsory military training for schoolboys.
Back in England in 1912, she incurred the wrath of the Catholic Church when she planned to send 200
starving children in Dublin to England. She was arrested and charged with kidnapping, but the charges were
later dropped. Her son was gassed during WWI and died. Because of her affiliation with the British
Communist Party, she was banned from entering Australia to visit her son’s grave or her grandchildren.
William Holman, a WA Labor politician helped her to return to Australia after which she represented the
Australian Communist Party in Moscow. This ceaseless agitator died in 1933 aged 82.
Nellie Martel (nee Charleston) followed her siblings from Cornwall to Australia. She married Charles Martel in
1855 and they both became members of the Womanhood Suffrage League. She was on the finance
committee of the Australian Free Trade League, and in 1903 nominated for the Senate as a free trade
candidate. In her campaign she supported equal pay for women.
Nellie was a robust campaigner who addressed audiences every night in the lead-up to the election gaining
18,502 votes, Failing to get elected, coming second last of 12 candidates, she sailed for England and was
another Australian to join the Pankhurst’s W.S.P.U. She stayed with them for three years, fighting for
women’s right to vote in England. She died in London a month short of her 85th birthday.

Vida Goldstein was born in Portland, Victoria. She was the daughter of a Polish-Irish-Jewish father and a
mother who was a suffragist and zealous worker for social reform.
Vida’s first public action was to help her mother collect signatures for
the Women’s Suffrage Petition which was presented to the Victorian
Parliament in 1891—30,000 signatures on a roll 260 m. long and 200
mm. wide. She was well-educated, widely read about politics,
economics and legislation, and was an impressive public speaker.
By 1899 Vida was the undisputed leader of the radical women’s
movement in Victoria. She was one of four women to first nominate for positions in the Australian Federal
Parliament in 1903. Vida’s run for the Senate failed, but she polled over 51,000 votes. As it happened, the
first female Senator was not elected until 40 years later—Dorothy Tangney in WA. Vida, after her defeat,
worked tirelessly to gain votes for women in the Victorian Parliament which didn’t come until 1909.
In 1911 Vida visited England to support the Pankhurst cause. She was outspoken about compulsory
arbitration and conciliation, equal rights, equal pay. Her social reform agenda covered equal property rights
for man and wife; raising the age of marriage and consent; advocating new laws on land taxation, food adulteration and women workers’ sweat shops. Her published ’Cost of Living Tables’ seemed to have influenced
the
Harvester Judgement—the concept of a basic wage. And, this woman was never a member of Parliament!
She was a candidate for the Senate in 1910 and 1917 and for the House of Reps in 1913 and 1914. In the
1917 tilt for a Senate seat she lost her deposit because of her pacifist stance during World War I. This
ceaseless agitator died of breast cancer aged 80 years.
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Muriel Matters was born in Adelaide and spent some years in Perth with her family. In 1905, aged 28, she

left for England and joined the Women’s Freedom League and literally jumped on the bandwagon when she
toured southern England in a ‘Votes for Women’ caravan. She chained herself to a grille in the House of
Commons and was hauled away with the grille still attached. The following day she was arrested for
obstructing the London Police, an act which sent her to Holloway Prison for a month and created for herself a
new interest in prison reform.
This somewhat flamboyant lady’s next trick was to hire an airship and drop leaflets over the outskirts of
London. For a time she returned to Australia to lecture on tour. She returned to London in 1911 and joined
the many suffragists in that year’s famous march. She spent time in the Lambeth slums organising
educational opportunities, feeding and clothing impoverished children. She married an American in 1914 but
had no children of her own.
Muriel also ran for parliament—she was the unsuccessful Labour Party candidate for the seat of Hastings. In
1928 she evidenced the introduction of Universal Suffrage—women now with equal voting rights to men.
She died in a nursing home in Hastings aged 92.
Clearly ceaseless agitation never did any of these women any harm—they all lived to be over 80. Their
careers all followed a similar path and women of today, who take so many ‘rights’ for granted, must thank
these women for their tireless work in a very different world.
Sources: This material came from research I undertook in 2008 for a series of lectures entitled ‘Women in
Politics’.

17th June 1911—the Women’s Suffrage March. Londoners will recognise this
shop-front at Piccadilly Circus. Swan & Edgar’s Corner was one of the West End
businesses targeted by the ceaseless agitators in their window-breaking spree
some five months later.
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Early Developments around Geraldton.

By Keith Good

On 1st June 1850 the Scindian arrived at Fremantle with the first convicts for Western Australia. In this vessel and the
majority of other such vessels that came in the following years to the Colony there were also pensioners mainly from the
Crimean War and the Indian Mutiny travelling in the capacity of guards The arrival of the Scindian and the many that
followed over the years had a profound effect on the fledgling colony. One of the problems in the early days of
settlement was a lack of a labour force, and so this transportation policy was aimed at redressing this issue. In a letter
written by Lord Grey, the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, to Governor Fitzgerald in December 1851, Lord Grey
recommended that both pensioners and convicts should be sent to the Victoria District, as a preliminary means for
opening up the country. The area around Geraldton was at that time known as the Victoria District.
Lord Grey further urged that the pensioners should be established in the form of group settlements, and the convicts
were to be released from Fremantle as soon as they obtained their tickets-of-leave. These convicts were then to be sent
to the remote areas of the Colony until they had worked satisfactorily for a given period, usually one-quarter of their
sentences still to be served. The isolation and difficulties were regarded as being equivalent to the remainder of the
sentence. Not only were these men to remain in these remote areas until they had earned their final discharge, but no
conditional pardon which followed on a ticket-of-leave until, according to Lord Grey, ‘they have earned the means of
discharging the debt they are to be regarded as having incurred to the Government by their transportation’. I doubt
many (or any) of would have seen their transportation as a favour granted to them by the Government! The fare was not
a flat rate but was to be repaid in proportion to their sentence and was at the rate of £5 a year. As these men were
obliged to work on public works before obtaining their ticket, the Government reimbursed itself twice.
When a satisfactory prisoner was issued with a ‘ticket’ it was for a certain area only, e.g. Albany, York or the Victoria
District. The ticket itself was nearly a foolscap sheet of parchment. On one side were all particulars of the man’s
appearance, together with any outstanding physical defects. On the reverse side were seven rules to guide him in his
conduct and a detailed statement of each employer and the period the ticket-of-leave man worked for each. Seven days
after his arrival in the district he was bound to report to the local magistrate, and within a week he would be assigned to
his new place of work. He could not leave that district without permission and could not appear in Perth or Fremantle
without a pass. Possibly some of our members who have convict ancestry may have seen, a ticket-of-leave. There are a
few in the State Records Office, but they are now very rare. If one of our readers has one, or knows where one might be
in private possession, I am sure that the State Records Office would be most interested.
If a ticket-of-leave man worked conscientiously and behaved himself in such a way that he did not have to appear
before the courts, he could be given a conditional pardon after a few years. Then he would have more liberty,
particularly to move around the country, and he was also eligible to be paid a wage equal to that of a free man. The
other conditions were bound up in the repayment of his fare, which was tantamount to buying his freedom, and there
was no escaping the payment as it was deducted from his yearly earnings by his employer.
The lowly minimum wage was £9 per year, which equated to a daily pittance of 9¼d, with a daily deduction of 4d against
the debt to the Government. The balance of 5¼d had to cover all expenses, such as clothing, soap, tobacco, shoes and
any savings that might have been contemplated. I do not know today’s equivalent, but I am sure that it would be very
meagre. There were no trade unions in the colony, and there certainly was no forty-hour, week! The longer the day, as
the Comptroller-General saw it, the more work there would be forthcoming from these men.
By 1851 a good number of these men were working as chainmen or cooks for the government surveyors working in the
district, and by the end of the year there were twenty-two in and around Champion Bay. The early settlement of
Geraldton was around Champion Bay, and that was named by Lieutenant John Lort Stokes of HMS Beagle, who
surveyed the area in April 1840. He served on HMS Beagle for over 18 years and was later promoted, eventually to the
rank of Admiral. He named the bay after the colonial schooner Champion, in which George Fletcher Moore had
travelled to the region and first located the bay in January of that year. The locality at the bay was also called Champion
Bay. The townsite of Geraldton was surveyed in 1850, named after Captain Charles Fitzgerald, 4th Governor of
Western Australia.
Those men working on a homestead could be permitted some forms of recreation, or leisure hours on a Sunday, but
shepherds camped many miles out would graze their sheep, fold them at night and count them in the morning,
irrespective of the day, the month or the year. Therefore, so long as these men did nothing to ruffle the tempers of their
employers, it would be possible for them to work out their sentences and obtain their ultimate release. Many were skilled
artisans and they were keenly sought by the settlers.
One doubtful privilege that the ticket holders enjoyed was that all letters from them were delivered free of postal charge,
but as many of the men were illiterate, they gained nothing by the privilege. Others who could write either could not be
bothered or else they wished to cut themselves off completely from their relatives. On the other hand, some men wrote
every month with a regularity that must have given hope and cheer to wives and mothers in England, Scotland and
Ireland.
Continued Page 12
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Early Developments in Geraldton ...Continued

Early in 1852 it was decided to establish a depot at Geraldton for fifty men, with quarters for three warders, a
commissariat and a store, a hospital, a lock-up, cookhouses etc. but finally, with the emphasis on Port Gregory, named
after A.C. Gregory, explorer and surveyor, as the leading port of the north, the depot was established at Lynton, to the
east of Port Gregory. In early 1853 a new system had been commenced. Before a man could earn his ticket, he
became a probation pass holder. He could work for his own profit, but all monies due to him were to be paid into a
savings bank by the employer. In the event of a conviction, which meant that he forfeited his pass by misconduct, such
monies that had been banked became the property of the Crown. There is no indication as to how long this system
was in vogue, but when the Pyrenees arrived that year, most of the men were given their ticket a few weeks after their
arrival.
None of the records of the period reveal floggings or savage sentences in the Victoria District. The extreme isolation
possibly prevented many of the men from attempting escape and the knowledge of punishments being meted out in
Fremantle and Albany could have been a deterrent. They may have been late in obtaining the news, but sooner or
later more ticket holders would arrive in the district, or there would be an infiltration of conditional pardon and free men
who would have brought news of activities in the southern regions.
(to be continued)

Some of our readers may already know about convicts and tickets-of-leave, but I hope that this article has been of
interest to others.
Sources
1) Ancient Landmarks written by Mary Albertus Bain (now deceased) and first published in 1975 by the University of
Western Australia Press
2) Wikipedia
ooooooooooooooooooooooooOoooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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The Godfrey Family 16th Century History
By Peter Godfrey
Some time ago I gave a presentation, with the aid of a 6 metre long chart, on a time line from the 16 th to the 21st centuries.
In this I discussed various items of interest to us Genealogists including The Monarchy, Wars and Conflicts, The
Parliament and items of Genealogical note of interest to us Family Historians. At the end of the talk I then superimposed
my family on the chart showing what times my Ancestors lived through.
I did the same presentation recently for the Mandurah Family History Society and at the end of the talk someone there
asked me if I had written this story down. The answer of course was no, so it got me thinking that perhaps it was time to do
this. Consequently I have decided to write various articles for the BTL for the each of the centuries my Ancestors lived
through. This first one is the 16th century, which really starts late in the 15th to set the scene.
To start with here is a brief pedigree chart for the period showing my Alchorne family from Sussex, that I have written and
talked about previously.
John Alchorne 1509 to 1580, married a Margery, they had a son:
Anthony Alchorne 1556 to 1579, married a Mary Palmer, they had a son:
Phillip Alchorne 1579 to 1628, married a Constance Winter, they had a son:
John Alchorne 1609 to ?, married a Mary Spicer (and that continues in the next article on the 17 th century.
I have been able to prove John above and from his will I obtained information about his bequests to Margery and children.
The earlier Alchornes in the 15 the century is unconfirmed despite research, however those from John b 1509 are
confirmed. This was from data prepared by the Sussex Family History Society, and can be found in the website
http://www.theweald.org that is a great site with Birth, Baptism, Marriage, Death and Burial records for many Parishes in
Sussex, from 1500 to 2000. The Alchornes hailed from a village called Rotherfield that I visited last year, the Church being
St Deny’s that I wrote an article about for you.
To set the scene as it were, I need to start late in the 15th Century when England was being torn apart by a series of civil
wars between the Yorkists and the Lancastrians, (the War of the Roses).
These wars ended in 1485 when Henry Tudor (1457 to 1509), won the battle of Bosworth and took over the throne of
England as Henry VII. Henry had some skirmishes with France but from 1492 peace reigned. He strengthened his power
by creating the Court of Star Chamber, (so called because it met in a room with stars painted on the ceiling. This court
dealt with “unlawful maintenance, giving of licenses, signs and tokens, great riots, unlawful assemblies” In today’s terms
this would be called Marshall Law wouldn’t it?
Henry died in 1509, the same years my earliest ancestor John was born. Henry’s eldest son Arthur took the throne and
married Catherine of Aragon. He did in 1502 and Henry VIII took the throne. His dynasty was marked by many marriages,
in an endeavour to get a son, when this didn’t happen, he either had the lady executed or he married again.
At this time England was a Catholic state and what followed in Henry’s reign was the closing of all Monasteries, the sacking
of all the monks and a change in the orders of services and in 1538 the Chancellor Thomas Cromwell ordered that all
churches should have English copies of the Bible and ordered that any idolatrous images should be removed from them. I
noted this in my article about St Deny’s at Rotherfield where the beautiful artwork was whitewashed over and only now is
being revitalised
1534 Henry passed the Act of Supremacy which made him head of the Church of England. In 1539 he passed the Act of
Six Articles that laid down the beliefs of the C of E, and in 1545 Latin was replaced by English in Churches. Henry was also
responsible for the keeping of Parish Records that we rely on today for some of our genealogical information.
Henry died on 28 January 1547, and Edward VI succeeded to the throne at 9 years old, however his Uncle Edward
Seymour, Duke of Somerset ruled as a proxy. He was a devout Protestant as was Archbishop Cranmer they began to turn
England into a truly Protestant country. The Act of Six Articles was repealed and in 1549 the first Anglican Book of
Common Prayer was issued.

Continued Page 14
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England now faced an economic crisis with rapid inflation, a rising population, a shortage of workers and increasing
wages. It wasn’t until the next century that the situation reversed with wages beginning to fall. He was replaced by Earl
of Warwick and in 1552 a more radical Prayer Book was issued.

After Edwards death Mary 1 took over the throne, but she was a devout Catholic and detested the changes made by
Henry VIII and Edward VI. She repealed the Act of Supremacy but died in 1558, when Elizabeth I took over and
restored Protestantism and the Act of Supremacy was restored! Catholicism was practised in secret in some Churches.
1n 1585 Catholic Priests were ordered to leave England or face a charge of Treason. Some stayed on at Manor Houses
in Priest Holes.
We must remember that this was a time when there was no radio, no newspapers, no computers, so I often wonder
how the people of England found out about these massive changes to their lives. How did my Alchorne’s, some of who
were Church Wardens know about the new C of E and Prayer Book, and the transitions that had been ordered. It must
have been a trying time for these simple farmers who were already under the control of the Lords of the Manor where
they lived and worked the land. We had a speaker Geoff Barber who told us about Manorial Record
Like my Ancestors most of the population of England lived in small villages and made their living from farming. There
was a large increase in the size of towns and during the century, mining of coal, tin and lead flourished. Life became
better for the rich but the life of the poor in Tudor England did not improve. During Tudor times the Parish became the
basis of local government, and in the Weald site I previously under Rotherfield can be found Court Rolls for the Manor
from 1444 to 1674. These are records kept of the activities of a manorial court, in particular containing entries relating to
the rents and holdings, deaths, alienations, and successions of the customary tenants or copyholders.
Also, of interest to me was a book “Rotherfield - The Story of some Wealden Manors by Catharine Pullen. This was
translated by her from Latin in 1928 and contains some information about my ancestors. This traces the history of Rotherfield back to AD70 when forests were being cleared for agriculture in Medieval times. From this document and the
Court Rolls I have been able to find my Alchornes mentioned particularly in Parish minutes.
That is just a snapshot of the 16th century for you and tries to put in context how my ancestors lived all those years ago.
I wonder where your people were during these times?
More next time.
Peter Godfrey
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The Speaker for out April meeting was Anne Chapple
who spoke on “Animals used in WW1”. Anne spoke of
the many species of animals that man has used for his
own purposes in war. We are all familiar with horses and
donkeys, but who knew of cats, dogs, mice, canaries and
even glow worms” doing their bit for King and Country”.
The statistics of animals killed were appalling, sixteen
million are thought to have been killed in WW1, 8 million
horses died from all sides, between 120,00-130,00 from
Australia alone. Of the 34,000 donkeys used in East
Africa 1042 survived. On the lighter side two cats and a
dog were arrested by the British in 1915 on charges of
spying, spotting frequently crossing the lines they were
suspected of carrying Intelligence to the Germans!

Our Speaker for May was Betty Vanderlande, our Irish
specialist of long standing. Betty’s talk gave an outline of
the Land Divisions of Ireland of which there are 32
Counties and 4 Provinces. These are then divided into
smaller areas of a Statute Acre, Cunningham Acre and
an Irish or Plantation Acre. Then there are the Townlands
– small local areas usually 5 miles by 4 miles– all these
making it complicated to find where their ancestors lived.
Betty also covered many other aspects of the intricacies
of the system.
As this was only an outline only of all these matters,
Betty is happy to give another talk in more depth. A very
well– received and helpful talk.

Isabel Andrews was our Speaker for the June Meeting.
Isabel spoke on “Jigsaw-Adoption~ a brief history”. Isabel
has worked in the adoption services since 1985, the last
18 years as Manager/Counsellor of Adoption Jigsaw.
It is estimated that 150,000 adoptions took place
between the 1950s-1980s. Isabel gave an overview of
adoption and how our understanding and laws has
changed through the last 70 years. In most parts of
society to have a child out of wedlock was unacceptable
and women were pressured to relinquish their child.
Isabel gave an example of Jigsaw’s work in bringing
these children and their birth parents together, and the
problems in doing so.

15

16

LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari
Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:

Michael Harris
Wendy Meyers
Kay Vellender
Irene Stolk
Judith Wood
Barbara Baxter

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

Late Renewals
Debra Armstrong
Meril Wells
Stephen Grainger
Patricia Green

Useful Websites
If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps you
could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so that
all of our members can benefit.

We now have 90 members

https//prov.gov.au ................ Wills and Probates
1841-1925
(digitised) 1926-2016 (need to be ordered).
Inquests
1840-1985 (early ones are digitised later ones need to
be ordered).
www.forces-war-records.co.uk …... WW1 casualty list
from daily and weekly War Office lists. £8.95 for 4
weeks.
www.connectedhistories.org …….names, places drawn
from various places.
www.findagrave.com ……….World wide collection of 170
million grave sites.
www.oldscottish.com …...Early 20th century records

General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to
attend the General Meetings of the Society held
every 1s Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting
Room, Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for : July-August-September 2019.

6th July

Richard Offen

Lost Perth

3rd August Anne Giles

Copyright

7th
Sandra Playle
September

They went with
songs to the Battle
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