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A Message from the President 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to another edition of the BTL, our quarterly magazine, with contributed articles by our members, and          
assembled by John Wiseman. Thank you all.  
 
I have attended two funerals recently and am reminded again of the rich history of our senior citizens, and how it is so 
important for us as Genealogists to record that history. They are the holders of so much information that we won ’t find 
on Ancestry, Findmypast etc. If you still can try and get that information from perhaps the remaining members of your 
family. (And then you can share it with us)!  
 
Two weeks ago, I thought I would put some basic genealogical information down for our new members and library        
assistants. I then thought that this would be a good series, so followed that on with info about Australian BDM. (You 
would have received them by now). I am currently working on the Census in the UK, and that will be followed by        
information about the USA and Canada. Watch out for my updates.  
 
And talking about census, the next to be released in January 2020 is that of  1921. This will contain much more        
information than previously with more information about the occupation the industry, the  employers name and his    
address. There will be more information about marital status including if a divorce occurred. For those under 15 there 
will be information about whether their parents are alive or dead. This will be much more than we have had access to in 
the past.  
 
We have speakers arranged for the next three months to May, however Rae Matthews who has been our Program 
Planner, and done a wonderful job, will resign at the next AGM. So, we are looking for someone to take over that role. If 
you are interested please let us know. In fact, all positions are declared vacant at the AGM so why not step forward and 
help us out. In addition, Verna is always looking for library assistants.  
 
Enjoy the reading that follows.  
 
Peter Godfrey,  
 
                                                                      ooooooooooooOoooooooooooo 
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MEMBERSHIP  RENEWALS 
 

All members should now have recieved their Membership Renewal Form. For those 
of you who have not returned the form with your annual subscription, we urge you 
to do so as soon as possible,  AS NO REMINDERS WILL BE SENT. 
 
The following timetable has been established for processing membership renewals: 
 
 February  Membership Renewal Forms posted. 
  
 31 MARCH End of financial year - subscription renewal due BY  
   MIDNIGHT 
  
                
  April  Membership Cards for 2020/21 mailed to members. 
  
   
 2nd MAY Annual General Meeting (only financial members may 
   vote, nominate someone for Committee, accept           
   nomination for Committee or act as proxy). 
 
Excerpt from Constitution  
 
Annual Subscription 
 
12 (2) The annual subscription of a member shall be due payable before midnight on 
           31st March each year. 
     (3) No Member whose subscription is in arrears shall be entitled to claim any        
           right or privilege in the Society  
 

Chris Dodson 
 Membership Secretary 

 

Family History Society of 

Rockingham & Districts Inc. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday, 2nd May 2020 

at 2 p.m. 1st floor, 

Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard, 

Rockingham 

 
Nominations are called  for   

PRESIDENT 
SECRETARY  
TREASURER 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
PROGRAM PLANNER 

MEETING DAY COORDINATOR 
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR 

PUBLICITY OFFICER 
LIBRARY COORDINATOR 

 
The Nomination Form attached OR 
available from the Library, must be returned 
to the Secretary no later than 
4 pm on  24th April at 4.00pm 
 

 Family History Society Library or 

 PO Box 881, Rockingham 6968  
 
 

 
Eligibility:  Only members of the Family 
History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. financial on the day of the AGM can 
 
i     Nominate a candidate for election   
      to Committee 
ii    Accept  nomination for Committee 
iii   Vote at the AGM 
iv   Be nominated as a proxy 
 
If you are unable to attend the AGM, you 
may nominate a proxy to vote on your 
behalf. Proxy forms are available from  the 
Library.  The completed proxy form must be 
returned to the Secretary BEFORE the 
commencement of the AGM. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
DON’T FORGET TO  
ATTEND THE AGM 

 and EXERCISE  
YOUR VOTE  

 

 

WHY NOT A COMMITTEE 
ROLE ? 

 
All Committee positions will be vacated at the AGM on 2nd 
May.  Why not consider becoming involved in the management 
of our Society?   
 
The Management Committee manages, in an honorary capacity, 
the affairs of the Society including the conduct of meetings, 
banking and financial reporting, correspondence, membership 
and recruitment, meeting-day programmes and other events, 
fundraising activities and publicity as well as the running of the 
library. 
 
We are fortunate to have volunteers who assist as library 
assistants, newsletter editor, auditor and website administrator.    
  
“New blood” will be very welcome - and will be offered a 
helping hand by old hands.  Please think about it. 
 

Members of the 2019/20  
Management Commmittee 
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If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may as well make him dance!  
(George Bernard Shaw) 
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                              by Ainslie Sharpe 
 
 
In my research into my husband’s family tree, I was assisted by all the correspondence between my mother-in-law 
and the then Commonwealth Relations Office in Whitehall, London.  In the early 1950s when she was making an   
application to come to Australia from India, it was during the time of the White Australia Policy.  She had to prove that 
the family was at least 75% British/European on all sides of the family back through three generations.    
The information provided for Roley’s  2 x great grandfather, James Elder Mathwin was as follows: 
 

 Date  & Place of birth:    1819 at Cawnpore, Bengal 

 Parents:      Michael Mathwin and his wife Elizabeth (nee Mason) 

 Name of wife:   Elizabeth Caroline Dorand 

 Date & Place of marriage: 18 June 1844 at Benares, Bengal  

 Date & Place of  death:  13 February 1886 at Benares, Bengal. 

 

 Previously I had successfully found information on another of Roley’s ancestors by doing a “Google” search.  I found 
a notice of a marriage in an edition of “Allen’s Indian Mail” which did not appear in any of the Bishops’ Transcripts.  I 
thought that this was a great tool, and tried it again for information on the Mathwin branch of his tree. 
 
The result of this search was far from what I expected to find!  The startling headline of the news snippet was 
“BRUTALITY”!  The article went on to outline the event in which a person by the name of Mathwin had cut off the nose 
of his wife.  Fortunately, the nose was not completely cut off and was able to be repaired by a surgeon with            
experience in repairing such trauma, as it was a custom undertaken by many of the native population.   
 
No Christian name was given for the assailant, rather he was referred to as “Creature Mathwin”.  However, this event 
took place in Benares (now Varansi) in 1852, and I knew that the Mathwin family were living in this area at the time.  
He claimed to be a British Subject, and was therefore entitled to be tried in Calcutta (Kolkata) and was given this  
right.  He was found guilty of assault and sentenced to 10 years transportation.  However, there was no indication of 
just where this destination would be. 
 
It was only after an article was published in the FIBIS Journal some time later, that the practice of “putting on the    
noses” was mentioned.  There was a footnote that it wasn’t only confined to the native population, as a British Subject 
by the name of J.E. Mathwin was convicted of the same offence, and transported to Tasmania.  The author of the  
article was able to assist me with another news clipping from a different paper with more information. 
 
The Tasmanian Library has a database of the convicts sent to Van Diemen’s Land.  (Later this became available 
through Ancestry also).  From their records I found that he arrived in the colony on board the “Anglia” on the 6th May 
1853, a few months before transportation ceased for Tasmania.  On board there were 3 other convicted felons—two 
court martialled soldiers and another civilian guilty of forgery. 
 
After 21 months probation at Impression Bay Convict Probation Station, he was employed in the Douglas River Coal 
Mines on the east coast near Bicheno at a wage of £14 per annum. 
 
His term of  10 years expired in 1863,  and there is a note on his record “Launceston, 18 August 1863.”  I have been 
unable to find out when or how he returned to Benares, whether he reconciled with his children, or whether he was 
able to reconnect with his career.  He died and was buried there on 18th February 1886. 

 
 
 
 
This is a longer version of the piece from the last BTL covering the speakers in November who 
spoke on their convict ancestors. I’m sure those of you who missed the talk will find it fascinating. 
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Gold and a Silver Watch.                                                               By Peter Godfrey 
 
 
 
For those of you who are interested in the history of WA you will probably be aware that the resources sector provides 
an enormous contribution to our economy. Today there are many metals produced such as: 
Iron Ore, Alumina, Salt, Coal, Nickel, Copper, Zinc, Lead, Cobalt, Diamonds and by no means least Gold and Silver. 
Because I worked in the mining industry all my working life, I want to talk a bit about Gold and Silver. 
Gold was first discovered in 1885 by Charles Hall in the Kimberley, then came Marble Bar, Southern Cross and Yalgoo. 
Paddy Hannan discovered Gold in Kalgoorlie in 1893, and the rest as they say is history. 
 
Currently the Gold Resources area covers about half of the state from Telfer in the North, down to Meekatharra, Cue, Mt 
Magnet, Boddington, then East to Norseman and North to Kambalda, Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Sandstone, then SE to 
Leonora, Laverton. In between these towns are/were many gold mining areas. 
 

The early pioneers used stamp batteries to extract the gold, by crushing the ore and the resultant fine grindings are then 
treated with mercury. This was inefficient and a large proportion of the gold was discharged to waste.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stamp Battery. 
 

The first Stamp Battery, was constructed in Norseman in 1898 and by 1949 there were 100 Batteries operating in WA 
either Privately or Governmentally owned. They were all closed by 1987 when more efficient metalogical treatment    
processes were available. Nowadays treatment is by the slurry from the crushed ore being passed through flotation 
tanks infused with cyanide, with gravity doing the rest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carbon in Pulp Processing Plant. 

 
The resultant “cake” is then burnt that leaves the gold to be smelted into ingots. Each gold bullion ingot weighs about 
400 troy ounces, (31.1035 grams in a troy ounce). It is then sent to the Mint in Perth where it is refined and the pure 
gold, silver and other precious metals are extracted. The production company then receives the value of all contained 
precious metals, less a processing fee. 
 
Gold production up to 2017/18 has been some 1,377 tonnes or 44.3 million ounces or 137.8 million grams which is the 
weight that gold is measured by in ore bodies, i.e. 3 grams per tonne. The average in the Super Pit in Kalgoorlie used to 
be about between 3 and 5 grams per tonne, but I am unsure what it is now. So, over the last 20 years there has been 
3,643 tonnes produced with a value of approximately $132bn. 
 
It might surprise you to know that gold has many different uses. 
Coating the inside of space vehicles, Olympic medals, electronic devices, used as a store of wealth, used as a backing 
for currency, used in food and drink, used for jewellery, (almost half of the world production), In the blood in our bodies, 
heart pacemakers, and nanoparticles are used to breakdown contaminates. 

                                                                                                                                                          Continued Page 6 
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Gold and Silver Watch : Cont. 
 
 
 
One of the precious metals usually found with gold is silver. Production of silver in WA for the 5 years to date has been 
940,000 tonnes worth $619m, another large contributor to the economy of WA. 
 
You might ask why I have gone into all this. In 1982, we as a family were transferred to Laverton, in the North Eastern 
Gold Fields, where I became the Mine Accountant for a Joint Venture between WMC Ltd and Shell. Laverton is named 
after a Doctor Charles Laver who cycled from Coolgardie in 1896 after buying a stake in the British Flag gold             
prospecting area. He found 600 ounces of gold on that trip and did many more trips, riding his bike. He continued to be 
interested in the gold industry but managed to provide medical assistance to the local community also, including the 
Aboriginal population. He was instrumental in the establishment of the first hospital in the town. 
 

Dr. Laver was the son of a convict, Jonas Laver who arrived in Port Phillip on 27 October 1846 after having been      
convicted of stealing goods to the value of 4 pounds 18 shillings and six pence., and was transported for 7 years. Jonas 
married a Mary Ann Fry in 1854, and had 6 more sons besides Charles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Joint Venture was a nickel mine that was the originally the Poseidon Nickel company which shot to prominence in 
1969 with a “massive nickel strike”. This resulted in a “bubble” in the ASX when the shares in Poseidon rose to over 
$280 but by 1970 had crashed, with many people making money, but many also losing a pile.  
 

HOWEVER what people didn’t know then was that the drilling occurred on top of Mt Windarra, (a hill some 20 kms NW 
of Laverton), and the drilling passed directly into the ore body which was a thin narrow vein of nickel ore only, and not 
very widespread as ore bodies usually are. The mine was put on care and maintenance in the 1970’s and I went there 
when it was reopened. However, with modern treatment techniques it still wasn’t profitable and was eventually closed. It 
was also evident that there was a large fracture through the ore body known as Charlie Sheer that made mining difficult 
and expensive.  

When I was there, we opened gold mines in the Lancefield area West of Laverton and built a treatment plant next to the 
nickel plant at Mt Windarra. I was in the gold room when the first bar was poured of around 90 ounces. I can share this 
all with you now because WMC not long exists, the mine closed and has since been rehabilitated as a tourist attraction. 

So, now I come to what I really wanted to talk about. Most weekends our family would drive the car either North or 
South of the town, camp out and sleep under the stars, in the wonderful bush, and fossick around the old mine workings 

looking for treasures. Some of these old mines would have had populations of some 30,000 with up to 10 pubs. At that 
time there was a craze for collecting old bottles and previously the professional collectors had been through the area, 
found what they wanted and smashed the rest, which were in large piles around the old town sites. We did find the   
occasional bottle but also other interesting items. Old clay pipes, coins and nails buried in tobacco tins, and the best 
being a brooch in the shape of a shovel with a gem in the spade part, however the gem had disappeared. The spade 
was made of pure gold I still have it, and Glenda and I had the diamond from her original engagement ring placed 
where to gem had been. We also looked around the old grave yards and some were very sad with areas just for       
children that died at a young age from the flu or cholera etc. 

Besides the brooch I found another relic of days gone by, an old silver pocket watch, with the inscription inside the back 
cover, W.E Acraman, 1896.  

 

                                                                                                                                                          Continued Page 7 
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Gold and Silver Watch: Cont. 
 
 
This was put away with all the other treasures you collect during your life, until recently when I decided to try and find 

out about the watch, and with the help of Ancestry, Findmypast and Familysearch I found the following, (I had tried this 
many years ago with no luck): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a picture of the watch and brooch. 

 
W.E. Acraman 
 

Victoria, Australia, Outward Passenger Index 1852-1915 departed Melbourne destination Adelaide, 1852, on the “Lord 
Montgomrie”, birth year shown as 1813 but not where. 

Victoria, Australia, assisted and Unassisted Passenger Lists 1839-1923 departed Liverpool destination Melbourne, 
“Ship Lightning”, birth year shown as 1856 but not where, 

UK, Outward Passenger Lists 1890-1960, departed London destination Sydney, ship “Massila” shown as Reverend W 
Acraman, 

WA Crew and Passenger Lists 1852-1930, departed Adelaide arrived Albany 1894, ship ”Innamincka”, 

 
Fremantle WA Passenger Lists 1897-1963, departed Adelaide arrived Fremantle 1899, ship “Wollowra”,  
 
UK Military Campaign Medal and Award Rolls 1793-1949, Sgt Major, 2

nd
 Battalion Grenadier Guards, Second Boar War 

1899-1902, awarded the South African Medal and Clasps. Also mentioned in the 3
rd

 Grenadier Guards, 
 
UK WW1 Service Medal Rolls and Index Cards 1914-1920, William Edward, Quartermaster and Major, 2

nd
 Grenadier 

Guards, awarded the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, 
 
UK WW1 Service Medal and Award Rolls 1914-1920, member of the Grenadier Guards, Quartermaster and Captain, 
served in France, Belgium and Germany, awarded the 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medals, 
 

NSW Government Gazettes 1853-1899, 15 July 1891, unclaimed letter. NSW Government Gazettes 1853-1899, 9 Jun 
1892, land transaction Picton NSW. 

No record has been found for a birth or census records in England, nor of him in WA in the Birth Deaths and Marriages.  
I found births in SA for a William Edward in Walkerville SA on 5 Dec 1867 to a John and Sarah, and yet another one on 
19 June 1854 to a Thomas and Elizabeth.  
Nothing was found also in NSW, Victoria or Queensland. No record of him was found as a convict coming to WA. 

So, what do I deduce from all this? The watch was found in an old gold mining area of WA which might indicate that he 
was a miner or prospector of some sort. Maybe it was the Reverend who received the watch to commemorate an event 
in 1896, perhaps retirement. He came to Sydney in 1891, but may have been in WA  later. The likely scenario is that he 
was one of those born in SA in 1854 or 1867 as above, and may have come to Albany on the Innaminka in 1894 and 
travelled north to the gold fields to make his fortune.  

I will discount the Military records, because of the dates. 

                                                                                                                                                         Continued Page 8 
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Gold and Silver Watch: Cont. 
 
 
 
Perhaps he could have been one of the many men who came to Australia from around the world to seek their fortune, 
and ended up at the back of beyond, which happened in many parts of the world during the 19

th
 century. 

Another brick wall, sorry, but perhaps you have leared something about gold mining in WA, which is part of our rich    
history isn’t it? 

                 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

HOWEVER, after finishing the above I found a private tree on Ancestry, got in touch with the owner and bingo I 

received the following!!!!!!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So now I have access to Briony’s tree, I have found the following: 
William Edward Acraman was born 19 August 1867, at Walkerville, SA, the date I found earlier was the baptism. He 
married a Matilda Huxley HUNTER in Victoria in 1900. She was the daughter of a brewer in Bendigo, Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

                                         

                                                                                       Matilda Hunter 
 
His parents were John, 1829 to 1907, who came from Gloucester in England, arriving in Adelaide on the “Appleton” on 6 
April 1848, the arrival of which was advertised in the Adelaide Advertiser on the 15

th
. He married a Sydney Sarah KNOX 

1835 to 1902, in 1854 at North Adelaide. She arrived in South Australia with her family, who came from Ireland, on 13 
October 1850, on the “Grecian” which broke up after being beached off Port Adelaide, with the loss of one passenger. 
The remaining 17 passengers were saved as were the 25 officers and crew.  
 

W.E Acraman. had 11 siblings which was not uncommon in those days. 

              
                                                                                                                                                                 Continued Page 9 
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Gold and Silver Watch: Cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 John Acraman                                                                            Sydney Knox 
 
 
 
Briony has traced the Acramans back to the mid 1600’s in Gloucestershire and Somerset, so a very old family. 
From the obituary given to me by Briony, in Trove, I gathered the following. William joined the Town and Country Bank 
on leaving school, then the Commercial Bank, serving in South Australia, Victoria and Broken Hill. After leaving the 
CBA he set up a business in Coolgardie as a forwarding agent and carrier, and for some time was engaged sending 
out goods to outlying camps by camel team.   Perhaps he came to WA on the Innaminka, the shipping record I found 
above, arriving in Albany in 1895. 
 
Coupled with the above information, I can only assume that when William was in Coolgardie as a merchant, he may 
have had cause to visit Laverton on business, maybe with his camels, and at that time somehow lost his watch.  
Is it a coincidence that the date of 1896 on the watch is the same year that Dr. Laver arrived in Laverton? Or is it that 
this was the date that gold was first discovered in Laverton in 1896? Is it also possible that he and Dr. Laver knew each 
other, and to stretch a point even further he may have been in Laverton at the same time?  
 

Purely speculation of course but it does seem to fit doesn’t it? We will never know, but the research was very           
interesting and seems to have come up trumps in the end.  

Acknowledgements: Briony Rischbieth, Ancestry.com.au trove.nla.gov.au 
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War Medal 1939-1945             Air Crew Europe Star              1939-1945 Star 
 
Joyce had never seen these medals and I suspect that her mother had sold them to help make ends meet in what were 
very difficult times. 

John (Jack) Philps in WW2 
       By Keith Good 

 
 
My late wife was born Joyce Ann Philps on 6

th
 September 1937,. Her father was John (Jack) Philps and her mother 

was named Ethel although she was always known as ‘Ted’. Jack enlisted as a Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,  
almost as soon as it was possible to volunteer, and his service number was 120580. Joyce therefore really didn ’t know 
her father. 
  
When war broke out in 1939, the Air Ministry employed the RAFVR as the principal means for aircrew to serve with the 
RAF. A civilian volunteer on being accepted for aircrew training took an oath of allegiance and was then inducted into 
the RAFVR. Normally he returned to his civilian job for several months until he was called up for aircrew training.    
During this waiting period he could wear a silver RAFVR lapel badge to indicate his status. 
 
The RAFVR was formed in July 1936 to provide individuals to supplement the Auxiliary Air Force (AAF) which had 
been formed in 1925 by the local Territorial Associations. The AAF was organised on a Squadron basis, with local   
recruitment similar to the Territorial Army Regiments. Initially the RAFVR was composed of civilians recruited from the 
neighbourhoods of Reserve Flying Schools, which were run by civilian contractors who largely employed as instructors 
members of the Reserve of Air Force Officers (RAFO), who had previously completed a four year short service      
commission as pilots in the RAF. Navigation instructors were mainly former master mariners without any air             
experience. Recruits were confined to men of between 18 and 25 years of age who had been accepted for part time 
training as Pilots, Observers and Wireless Operators. The object was to provide a reserve of aircrew for use in the 
event of war. By September 1939, the RAFVR comprised 6,646 Pilots, 1,625 Observers and 1,946 Wireless Operators 
 I do not know at what stage or where Jack did his training. Joyce understood from her Mother that if he had survived 
the war it had been his intention to emigrate to Canada with his family. It is possible therefore that he did his aircrew 
training in Canada. 
 
 In 1943 he was a Navigator in 156 Squadron, Bomber Command, based at RAF Warboys, a station established in 
1942, and disbanded in 1945. Initially the squadron had Wellington bombers and were based at Alconbury, but        
allocated to Warboys in August 1942, when Alconbury was being turned over to the USAAF. The squadron’s first    
operation from Warboys was on the night of August 9/10 1942, and later in the month it became one of the original     
squadrons of the new Pathfinder Force. In January 1943 the squadron converted to Lancaster Bombers. 
 
At 21:57 on the night of July 29-30 1943, Jack was in a Mark lll Lancaster, serial number ED598, when it was shot 
down by a night fighter. His remains are buried in Hamburg Cemetery in Germany. 
      
 
Jack was awarded the following medals, and at some stage they would have been sent or given to Joyce’s mother.. 
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 Our first speaker for 2020 was our president Peter   
Godfrey. Peter spoke on the convicts in Australia in the 
18th and 19th centuries. Covering such subjects as why 
it happened, when it happened  and where they came 
from. Peter went on to discuss such themes as the    
variety of crimes they had committed to which states 
they came to and how many came. 
 
Despite the harsh conditions they came from and the 
conditions they met in Australia they made a great    
contribution to the building of early Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our February speaker was Don Whittington who spoke 
on the history of the  Fremantle Cemeteries. Don joined 
the Fremantle Cemetery Board in 2002 and from 2003, 
served on the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board for 15 
years.  
 
From the first cemeteries at Alma Street and  Skinner 
Street, to the opening of the Fremantle Cemetery in 
1899.  Don spoke of the ordinary people, the great and 
good of Western Australia, and the hanged convicts  
interred at Carrington Street. With many digressions into 
the lives of residents and  issues of the 19th and early 
20th century Don bought alive the past (if you can use 
that phrase on a talk on cemeteries!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sandra Playle was our March speaker. Her subject was 
the tragic story of the young men (boys?) who by various 
means enlisted in the army to serve in WW1 and paid 
the ultimate price.  
 
From James Martin aged 14 years who died of typhoid 
on Gallipoli to Reginald Tutton killed age 17 years and 9 
months Sandra spoke of the life and stories behind each 
individual and of the work to verify the 20 WA Boy      
Soldiers that were killed during WW1. 
 
Sandra and Andrew Pittaway will be publishing a small 
book on the WA Boy Soldiers that have had their ages 
verified. 
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

 

General Meetings 

 

All Members and non-members are welcome to  
attend the General Meetings of the Society held  
every 1st Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting 
Room, Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   
Guest Speakers for : April-May–June 2020 

4th April Julie Martin 
A cool school in the 
Kimberlys 

2nd May Darryl Brady 
Advance your DNA 
Tree 

6th June To be advised  

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

Useful Websites 
 

If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps you 
could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so that 
all of our members can benefit. 

 

ww.balh.org.uk.  

The British Association for Local History new website. 
Local family history societies and local   history societies 
information also contains a searchable database of the 
full page catalogue of The Local Historian and recent 
issues of Local History. 

www.theclearances.org  

For stories of the Highland Clearances of the 18th Cen-
tury and the forcible evictions and mass emigration from 
Scotland. 

www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/birth-death-and 
marriage-records/irregular-border-marriage-registers. 

The National Records of Scotland guide on locating   
records for irregular unions (Gretna Green). 

www.1812privateers.org/Great_Britain 

Declarations 1793 to 1815 of Privateers operating-click 
on the ‘crew’ and ‘owners’ links to see names displayed. 

www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/lloydslist 

Daily maritime newspaper Llyod’s List indexed by ship’s 
name, captain’s name and date for 1744 to 1837, often 
includes privateer actions. 

 
 

Welcome to New Members  

 
 

The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
  
 
Rita Haworth 
 
Sharyn and Mac McCaskey 

   


