
 

   

 
Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts Inc. 

tracing your ancestors world-wide 
An Affiliated Society of the Western Australian Genealogical Society Inc. 

Web Site: http://fhsrd.org.au; Email: fhsrd@eftel.net.au 

Between the Lines 

October 2019 
ISSN 2208-5517 Vol. 25 No. 2 

In this issue: 
 
Photo and particulars .................. 1 
Message from the President 
Committee Members………………….2 
The Godfrey 18th century History 
by Peter Godfrey …………… ..  3/4/5 
Great Grandfather where were you 
hiding? By Keith Good……………...5 
The Red Coats are coming  
by Diane Oldman……………….….6/7 
Gosh… Imagine constructing a  
family tree for this lot  
by Christine Scambler ……………...8 
A Stitch in Time  
By Peter Godfrey………………….9/10 
Government UK Probate Records 
…………………………………….………..10 
Library Matters, Useful Websites, 
Welcome to New Members,  
New Accessions,  General  
meeting dates,  ........................... 11 
Speaker’s Corner ………………......12 
 

 
Deadline for the next Newsletter is 
the 15th of November 2019. 
 
Editor:  John Wiseman 
Tel:  9419 1933  
 
Send articles to e-mail:  
john.wiseman01@bigpond.com 
 
Or leave in the BTL pigeonhole at 
the Library 
 

 ©Family History Society of 
Rockingham & Districts Inc. 
 
Postal Address:  P.O. Box 881,  
Rockingham WA 6968 . 
Library Premises:  Room 8, Ground 
Floor, Lotteries House, 6 Civic 
Boulevard,  Rockingham.   
 
Society Meetings are held on the 
first Saturday of  each month at 
2.00 pm. 
 
Facebook: Family History Society of 
Rockingham & Districts Inc  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
 

The Redcoats are coming 
See Page 6 

A Stitch in Time 
See Page 9 



2 

 2 

 

Appointed Positions: Mal Hughes (Auditor); John Wiseman (Newsletter Editor); Betty Vanderlande (Website Administrator).  

President Peter Godfrey 9592 5887 godfrey456@bigpond.com.au 

Secretary Betty Vanderlande 9419 2436 slaintebetty@bigpond.com 

Membership Secretary Chris Dodson 9593 5417 doddo@internode.on.net 

Treasurer Leon Daly 9593 1846 leondaly@bigpond.com 

Program Planner Rae Matthews 9591 3139 24jamcam@gmail.com 

Fundraising Coordinator Terry Craig 9529 1230 vk6pq@iinet.net.au 

Publicity Officer Amanda Batterham 0413493447 anansa@rocketmail.com 

Library Coordinator Verna Nazzari 9527 4988 vjnazzari@iinet.net.au 

 
 

 
A Message from the President 
 
 
 
Hello everyone, welcome again to our bi-monthly BTL. As usual as I write this, I have no idea what is in this edition but I 
am sure that it will be, as usual, thought provoking and enjoyable. 
 
I was unable to get my next edition of the Godfrey family in the 19

th
 century so maybe next time I will have both the 19

th
 

and 20
th
 centuries as one article. I have started the 19

th
 and have confirmed that most of my family, like yours I would 

think, were Ag Labs. However, I have found Masons, Bricklayers, Grocers, Schoolmasters and Postmasters. Quite a 
mix. 
 
I have been keeping you all updated on our request to be accredited as an Affiliated Library for Family Search. The  
paperwork has all gone through and I expect that by the time this BTL is distributed it will be in place. I will keep you 
updated. If this comes through before John goes to print, I will provide him with an update on the issue. 
 
I am working on my talk on Convicts in Australia, and I have found an enormous amount of information for you,          
from why it started, when it started and the States in Australia that took convicts and those that did not. For example, 
Queensland did not have direct shipments to their shores however they did house convicts that were transferred from 
NSW. At one stage in our early history convicts made up a major part of the population.  
 
Scotland’s People website has now been added to the computers where you can view indexes and search. To be able 
to print out documents you will need to create your own account and utilize the pay for use method. Here are the     
websites to help you with that: they show how much each print costs. I can tell you from experience that it is a very          
cost-effective way of obtaining copies of the Parish Records etc. 
 
 
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/content/our-charges 
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/buy-credits 
 
 
Good hunting. 
 

Peter Godfrey, 17
th
 September 2019. 

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/content/our-charges
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/buy-credits
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The 18th Century Godfrey History                                                                      By Peter Godfrey 
 
18

th
 Century. 

By this time my family research and the people, starts to pick up pace.  
We have the Pipers, (two streams), Sinden’s, Munns, Boakes and the start of the Godfrey’s. 
Pipers stream 1. 

John Piper 1672 to 1723 who married in 1711 an Eleanor Bills, 1685 to ? 
They had a son George 1712 to 1786 who married in 1729 a Mary Ellis 1707 to 1772. 
They had a son William 1739 to 1813 who married in 1762 a Sarah Sinden. 
They had a son William 1769 to 1812 who married in 1792 an Ann Munn 1768 to 1863. 

Pipers stream 2. 
William and Sarah above also had a son Thomas 1764 to 1844 who in 1788 married a Sarah Boakes 1766 to 
1850. 
They had a daughter Elizabeth 1796 to 1886 who in 1818 married a William Piper 1792 to 1863 who was the 
son of William and Ann above. 

 
I can now start picking up the trail with the Godfrey’s. 

Thomas Godfrey 1663 to 1714 married in either 1685 or 1688 to a Mary, 
They had a son Stephen 1696 to 1766 who married in 1743 an Abigail Butler 1724 to 1757, 
They had a son Stephen 1746 to 1772 who married in 1764 a Mary Pankhurst (not the suffragette Pankhurst), 
1738 to 1804.  
They had a son Stephen 1768 to 1846 who married in 1796 a Susannah Sedweeks 1770 to 1831. 
Susannah was the daughter of John 1748 to 1842 who married in 1767 an Ann Hines.  
(More in the next BTL. 
The 18

th
 century continued the past experiences with changes to the Monarchy with William dying in 1702 and 

Anne taking over. She died in 1714 and George I took the throne. He was the first monarch from the house of Hanover 
in Germany and Anne was his second cousin.  

 
This was the time of one of Britain’s greatest classical composer George Frederick Handel. George I requested 

Handel to write music for him and hence the Water Music was born, first performed on a floating barge on the river 
Thames, on 17 July 1717. This was repeated on 3 June 2012 for Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Pageant, which 
was once again on the Thames. 

 
In 1707 the Act of Union joins England and Scotland, and the Jacobite uprisings took place between 1715 and 

1746 when they were crushed at the battle of Culloden. 
 
In 1721 Robert Walpole became the king’s main minister, later to be called the Prime Minister, and moves into 

Number 10 Downing Street in 1735. 
 
In 1727 George I, dies and is replaced by George II, who during his Fathers reign tried to interfere with the   

running of the Government, siding with the opposition members. However, this ended in 1720 when they re-joined the 
Parliament. 

 
Between 1756 and 1763 the seven years’ war took place between all the great European powers, the       

Americas, West Africa, India and the Philippines. This resulted in the split of Europe between the Kingdom of Great  
Britain and the Kingdom of France. If you want to know more about this global conflict visit: https//www.britannica.com/
event/Seven-Years-War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Industrial Revolution commenced about 1780, which resulted in the rise of Machines, Steam and    
Water Power, iron production and much more throughout the world. The first Iron Bridge was built in Ironbridge in 
Shropshire in 1779 and is credited with being the first major construction of this so-called revolution.It spans the River 
Severn, near Coalbrookdale, in Shropshire. This is where my late wife’s family came from. A beautiful structure that is 
still in use today. It crosses the river near the old Coalport china works, where again my late wife ’s   family were        
employed as potters and fine art painters. 

 

                                                                                                                                   Continued Page 4 



4 

 4 

The 18th Century Godfrey History cont. 
 

 
This was a period of great population growth throughout England and the world, with the push to                    

industrialisation including amongst other things, the production of textiles. However, it also became evident that the rich 
were getting richer and the poor, poorer. Sounds familiar doesn’t it? 

 
Between 1763 and 1783 the American Revolution took place after Great Britain passed a series of new taxes 

designed to generate revenue from the new colonies. These new taxes were highly unpopular and were met with a lot of 
resistance in the form of protests and riots. In response to this resistance, in 1768, the British government sent a large 
number of Foot Regiment troops to the colonies to enforce these new laws. The presence of the troops in the colonies 
only escalated the conflict. 

 
The situation finally came to a head on April 1775, when British troops stationed in Boston were sent to Concord 

to search for the colonist’s hidden ammunition supplies. The target for the unrest was the Tea Act of May 10, 1773, 
which allowed the British East India company to sell tea from China in American colonies without paying taxes, apart 
from those imposed by the Townshend Acts. At the end of the conflict Britain signed a treaty recognizing the independ-
ence of the American colonies. 

In 1799 income tax is introduced in England to pay for the then war with France. 
 
The century was famous for producing many classical composers, this included, Beethoven, Bach, Handle, 

Rossini, Haydn, Paganini and Schubert, being the most well-known. The great Russian composers didn’t start to appear 
until the 19

th
 century, more on that next time. (Did you know that the opening bars of Beethoven’s Fifth symphony was 

used in WWII to communicate with the French Resistance? The opening bars being dit, dit, dar, the Morse code for    
Victor, or V for Victory). Just refreshing your memory! 

 
We now come to the colonisation of Australia. Captain Cook, aboard the Endeavour, claimed the land at Botany 

Bay on 29 April 1770, in the name of King George III, as New South Wales, which at the time included New Zealand. 
The Federation was proclaimed on January 1

st
 1900 when all the States were formed into one, (unified) country! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The replica of the Endeavour leaving Fremantle. Glenda and I were lucky enough to watch the launch on 9 Dec 1993. 

 
The first fleet of 11 ships, with Captain Phillip, left Portsmouth on 13 May 1787 and arrived in Botany Bay on 24 

January 1788 with 1373 people onboard. Of those, there were 575 convicts of which 193 were women. However, the 
fleet left England with 1420 people, so there was a net natural increase from births and deaths during the voyage. There 
has been an enormous amount written about this and the second and third fleets which you can search for yourself if 
you are interested. You can find the names of the first convicts at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of convicts on the 
first fleet. There are also various websites that deal with the names of the convicts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hulk of HMS Discovery beached in Deptford, Kent. It served in this capacity from 1818 to 1834. 

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                            Continued Page 5 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tea_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Townshend_Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List
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Prior to boarding convict ships prisons were held aboard Prison Hulks in various ports around Britain and  
overseas. These numbered some 60 hulks, and in my research, I have found various prisoners were convicted      
overseas, sent to England and then out to Australia. These were mainly members of the various Foot Regiments   
serving overseas. 

On the genealogical front, during this century, in England,  Fleet Marriages were abolished and the  Hardwicks 
Marriage act came into force in 1754. This required that Banns were to be read in Church, or a license obtained before 
a marriage could take place. The Churches continued to hand out relief to the poor, until the next century. 

Thus, my ancestors again lived through a vastly changing world. The census data doesn’t begin to appear until 
the next century so I am again at a loss to know what they did for a living. My guess is that they were still   farming,   
but some may have gone into the quickly growing industrial scene. Maybe some of them fought in the Foot Regiments, 
or came to Australia as pioneers or convicts. Maybe some even went into the quickly growing Parliamentary system. 
Who knows? Perhaps this is another project? Watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

The 18th Century Godfrey History cont. 

 
 
Great Grandfather, where were you hiding ? 
                                                                  By Keith Good 
 
 
 
For nearly 20 years I had been searching for my maternal Great Grandfather, James Hensbury. It didn’t help that his 
surname was variously spelt as ‘Hensbury’, ‘Hensbery’ or ‘Hensbry’ but I could find absolutely no trace of him on the 
1871, 1881 or 1891 censuses. I have a copy of his death certificate in 1901 indicating that he was 55 years old, which 
meant that he was born around 1846. There should have been a birth registration for him somewhere! 
 
On 20

th
 October 1872 he married Ann Maria Wheeler at Feckenham in Worcestershire, but sadly Ann died in 1878, but 

they did have two boys, William Henry (my Grandfather) and Albert John who were both born in Granville Street, Derby.  
With Derby as a possible new starting point in my ongoing search, I decided to enlist the help of Ruth Barber, a        
researcher at the Derbyshire Family History Society. Initially Ruth looked for the birth registration and census records 
under every conceivable spelling of Hensbury but she only found records for the two sons. 
 
It has been known in the past for people to change their name at the time of their marriage, which might just have been 
the case with my great grandfather, but it was surprising that there was no trace of him in the 1881 or 1891 censuses. 
In 1901 William Henry Hensbrey was living in Luton with his wife Elizabeth and his grandmother Mary Stratton was 
staying with them. Ruth wondered whose grandmother she was. It turned out not to be Elizabeth’s. How could she be 
William’s with the name Stratton, unless she had remarried? Ruth decided to track her down. Mary was born circa 1830 
in Wrestlingworth, Bedfordshire, and in 1871 she was with her husband William in Clapham. It made sense at that point 
to find their marriage. In 1850 William Stratton married Mary Ann Endersby and in the 1851 census they were living in 
Tempsford, Bedfordshire with Williams parents. There was also a 4 year old child, James Endersby, living there        
described as a relative, not a grandchild as he was obviously Mary’s child born before their marriage. James Endersby 
was baptised 23

rd
 January 1848, illegitimate son of Mary, at a church in Wrestlingworth. In 1861 William and Mary are 

living in Bedford with James Enderby aged 12 years. 
 
James obviously regarded William as his father, as on his marriage certificate he gave his father ’s name as William 
Hensbury, although his true surname was Stratton. It was obviously done to avoid any embarrassing questions!  
At some time shortly after James’s marriage to Ann Wheeler they moved to Derby, presumably for work, and it was 
there that the two boys were born. They must have returned to Worcestershire as Ann died there and her death was 
registered in Bromsgrove. Afterwards, James and his two young sons moved to Bedfordshire to be with Mary Stratton, 
who must have helped raise the young boys. When the 1881 census was taken Mary must have completed the return, 
and she listed James and the two boys with the surname ‘Stratton’. In 1891 they are still with Mary, and still listed as 
Strattons. James died in 1901, just before the census, hence Mary was living with William, and recorded as his     
grandmother. 
 

No wonder I couldn’t find them! I am satisfied that the research carried out for me by Ruth Barber has finally answered 
the question “ Great Grandfather, Where were you hiding?” 
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The Redcoats are Coming: our Colonial military past 
                                                                                              

 By Diane Oldman #0025 
 
 
 
At 10 a.m. on 10th June 2019, I launched my third website which I describe, tongue in cheek, as ‘making military history 
for Western Australia’.  This remark is partly true, because casual conversations have indicated that many Western 
Australians do not know a great deal about our Colonial military past. 
 
The launch was widely publicised through an email list of over sixty contacts with military interests, and the WAGSNet 
List.  It is not surprising, then, that the site received 140 visitors and 342 reads (of pages) in the first 24 hours. https://
redcoat-settlerswa.com is a large work in progress which will ultimately identify British Army officers, non-commissioned 
officers and other ranks who arrived on our shores as early as 1826 and  continued to have presence in the Swan River 
Colony until the last of the Redcoat companies left in 1869. 

 
The men wearing redcoats first arrived in King George Sound on board ‘Amity’ on Christmas Day 
in 1826; they didn’t come from England, they came from New South Wales as a small            
detachment of the 39th (Dorsetshire) Regiment of Foot.  The initial party comprised Major      
Edmund Lockyer of the 57th Regiment, Captain Joseph Wakefield of the 39th, Ensign Edmund 
Lockyer (the Major’s nephew) who was on temporary attachment from the 57th; a sergeant, two 
corporals and 16 privates.  
The naval contingent comprised the Master, Mr T Hanson, a naval lieutenant,                       
quartermaster and the rest of the crew. There was an assistant surgeon on board and an 
interesting assortment of civilians including 23 convicts and their two overseers and a             
gardener.  Frederickstown as it was first named in 1827—but later known as Albany  was not 
intended to be a penal colony, the convicts were probably selected for their skills to help set up a 
‘settlement’ with the main purpose of keeping Australia’s westernmost turf from any   designs the 
French may have been entertaining.  
 
Captain James Stirling RN arrived in June 1829 to establish a free colony at Swan River—free, 

that is, of convicts. He brought with him the next wave of Redcoats on board the Sulphur: four officers, a hospital  
assistant, two sergeants, three corporals and 47 other ranks of the 63rd (West Suffolk) Regiment of Foot.  My total of 
fifty seven Redcoats will undoubtedly be challenged  because there are a good many different 
sources for those who arrived.  The 63rd Swan River detachment disembarked, then the     
Sulphur sailed east with the rest of the regiment.  More Redcoat officers and men arrived on 
Marquis of Anglesea, Wanstead, Eliza, Orelia and Isabella over the next 18 months.  Stirling 
had been working behind the scenes during this period to organise the return of the Albany 
settlement to NSW.  This community was not entirely made up of the same people who had 
arrived: military personnel had changed, there had been four different Commandants, new 
convicts turned up and some escaped.  But thanks to Stirling’s politicking against a convict 
settlement ‘owned’ by NSW, the whole shebang was returned in March 1831 on Isabella.  In its 
place came Lieutenant Carew, Sergeant Mason and around 20 troops (although one of       
these—Thomas Jones—died within two months of arrival). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the frame above, are famous men of the Swan River Colony.  From left to right are  

Major Edmund Lockyer, Captain James Stirling, Captain Frederick C. Irwin  

and Assistant Surgeon William Milligan. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                Continued on page 7 
 

https://redcoat-settlerswa.com/
https://redcoat-settlerswa.com/
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The Redcoats are coming. continued 
 
 
 
 
 
The website is about Redcoats who permanently settled here one way or another—discharged from the Army or died in 
service and were buried on our soil.  On the site there is a list of those who deserted and perhaps came out of the bush 
as soon as their regiment sailed for India; others who were sentenced to transportation for military or civil crimes. There 
are tables of the ships’ arrival and departure dates, lists of the War Office records available to the researcher; and of 
course a list of sources. After the hard graft of identifying and  
profiling the men who settled here, I hope to write about the locations  of the military posts on which they served … very 
little physical evidence has survived, but one can usually find them on early maps:  KGS,  
Kojonup, Augusta, Bunbury, York, Williams, Kelmscott, Rottnest were some the largest military posts out of over thirty in 
the Colony. Even a little bit of history of their regiments wouldn’t go astray. I hope to feature  
stories and anecdotes offered by descendants of these men. The possibilities are endless. 
 
I didn’t mean to do anything other than generate a website that featured the Redcoats who settled in Western Australia.  
But then, of course, I couldn’t resist taking that extra step—one that no one seems to have 
published—a database of the names and other details of ALL the Redcoats who served here. The men of the WA      
Military Establishment were not enrolled pensioners who arrived as convict guards, they were not military pensioners 
who were settlers or recruited as warders and gaolers or policemen. These were men actively serving in the British    
Army; but it is also the case that their roles often included work in exploration and  
survey, aboriginal protection, and policing. 
 
How many were there?  Well, nine detachments served here—amounting to over 1,000 men.  My guess is that up to 200 
took their discharges here. Some were married when they came here and brought their wives and children; others     
married and had families in Western Australia.  Most of them had already served in NSW, Tasmania and Victoria.  For 
many, their arrival in Australia was by way of convict ship voyages.  Not men who were pensioners, like our enrolled 
pensioner guards, but men who were actively serving.  Not a great job, but probably better than being in the firing line at 
one of Queen Victoria’s ‘little wars’.  
 
One of our Society’s founding members, Marjorie Burton, is assisting me with the research of the men of the 21st      
regiment detachment who relieved the 63rd regiment. This detachment comprised 152 officers and men of whom 21 
took their Army discharge in Perth.   
 
Most of my work is scanning microfilm copies of the Musters and Pay Lists of each regiment.  This is time-consuming 
work which I undertake in the Battye Library. An examination of each detachment’s WO12 series is the only way to  
identify each and every soldier who served here.  The National Library of Australia has online copies of some of the   
regiments but the downloads are very poor resolution and cannot be used for serious research. Marjorie is currently  
engaged in ‘conversation’ with NLA to try and remedy the shortcomings of its digitisation project of the AJCP (Australian 
Joint  
Copying Project). I have also discovered that one of the microfilms for the 63rd regiment is missing from the Battye    
collection, making it necessary to order an interlibrary loan copy, and one film of the 96th regiment ’s records—its last 
five weeks in the Colony—was probably missed from the AJCP filming altogether. 
 
I have started profiling the men of the 51st Regiment and have discovered that Swan River Redcoats served as Guards 
on the convict ship Buffalo that was dispatched from England to Quebec to pick up the French–  
Canadian ‘patriots’ and their American sympathisers who took part in the Rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada in 
1837 and 1838. They were court martialled and sentenced to transportation to Tasmania (the Americans) and NSW (the 
Canadians).  For these soldier-guards, it meant a 12-month round-the-world-trip they probably hadn’t anticipated when 
they joined up.  They left Chatham on 23rd May 1839 and sailed for Quebec to pick up their charges, sailed on to Cape 
Town via Rio de Janeiro, thence to Tasmania and NSW.  The Buffalo arrived in Hobart in February 1840 and only a few 
months later most of the men came to the Swan River Colony for a seven-year stint.   
 
The detachments to the Swan River Colony came from:   
39th (Dorsetshire) Regiment of Foot 1826-1831. 
63rd (West Suffolk) Regiment of Foot 1829-1834. 
21st (Royal North British Fuzileers) Regiment of Foot 1833-1840. 
51st (2nd Yorkshire West Riding) The Kings Own Light Infantry 1840-1847. 
96th Regiment of Foot 1847-1849. 
99th (Lanarkshire) Regiment of Foot 1849-1856. 
20th Company Royal Sappers and Miners 1850-1862. 
12th (East Suffolk) Regiment of Foot 1856-1863. 
14th (Buckinghamshire) Regiment of Foot 1868-1869.  
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   Gosh ... imagine constructing a family tree for this lot ... 

From Christine Scambler 

 

"The greatest officially recorded number of children born to one mother is 69, to the wife of Feodor Vassilyev (b. 1707–
c.1782), a peasant from Shuya, Russia. In 27 confinements she gave birth to 16 pairs of twins, seven sets of triplets and 
four sets of quadruplets." 
https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/…/most-prolific-mother… 

Can any of your ancestors come close to this?  
 
This is the actual article from the Guinness website: 
 
Who 

MRS. VASSILYEVA 
What 

69 PEOPLE 
Where 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION (SHUYA) 
The greatest officially recorded number of children born to one mother is 69, to the wife of Feodor Vassilyev (b. 1707–
c.1782), a peasant from Shuya, Russia. In 27 confinements she gave birth to 16 pairs of twins, seven sets of triplets and 
four sets of quadruplets. 

*** 
Numerous contemporaneous sources exist, which suggest that this seemingly improbable and statistically unlikely story 
is true and she is the woman with most children. 
 
The case was reported to Moscow by the Monastery of Nikolsk on 27 Feb 1782, which had recorded every birth. It is 
noted that, by this time, only two of the children who were born in the period c. 1725–65 failed to survive their infancy. 
The Gentleman's Magazine (1783, 53, 753) recounts: "In an original letter now before me, dated St Petersburg, Aug 13, 
1782, O. S. Feodor Wassilief [sic], aged 75, a peasant, said to be now alive and in perfect health, in the Government of 
Moscow, has had– 

By his first wife: 
4 x 4 = 16  
7 x 3 = 21  
16 x 2 = 32 

---------- 
27 births 69 children 
By his second wife: 

6 x 2 = 12 
2 x 3 = 6  

--------- 
8 births 18 children 

In all, 35 births, 87 children, of which 84 are living and only three buried. . . The above relation, however astonishing, 
may be depended upon, as it came directly from an English merchant at St Petersburg to his relatives in England, who 
added that the peasant was to be introduced to the Empress." 
 
When talking about the record for the most kids in Saint Petersburg Panorama, Bashutski, 1834, the author notes that: 
"In the day of 27 February 1782, the list from Nikolskiy monastery came to Moscow containing the information that a 
peasant of the Shuya district, Feodor Vassilyev, married twice, had 87 children. His first wife in 27 confinements gave 
birth to 16 pairs of twins, seven sets of triplets and four sets of quadruplets. His second wife in eight confinements gave 
birth to six pairs of twins and two sets of triplets. F. Vassilyev was 75 at that time with 82 of his children alive." 
And the Lancet (1878) refers to a twin study carried out by the French Academy and: 
"Apropos of the enquiry, the Committee of the Academy recall an account of a quite extraordinary fecundity that was 
published by M. Hermann in his "Travaux Statistiques de la Russie," for Fedor Vassilet [sic]. . . who, in 1782, was aged 
75 years, had had, by two wives, 87 children." 
 
Aside from this, not much is known about the first Mrs Vassilyev - even her first name (although some sources claim her 
full name was Valentina Vassilyev). 
It is thought she lived to the age of 76. 
 
Although this historic record for the most kids by one woman should be taken with a pinch of salt, it is certainly conceiva-
ble that Mrs Vassilyev could have had a genetic predisposition to hyper-ovulate (release multiple eggs in one cycle), 
which significantly increases the chance of having twins or multiple children. 
 
It is also not impossible for a woman to have 27 pregnancies during her fertile years. 

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/most-prolific-mother-ever?fb_comment_id=84106&fbclid=IwAR37MmvVo57QQGIfZV2DQ7enCNcFABuk7Jl5W3bJc82AWaDocgweKlWuaYk
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A Stitch in Time Saves Nine. 
By Peter Godfrey 

 
In the last BTL, John Wiseman asked if anyone knew the meaning of this quote. As an ex Royal Navy man, I can tell 
you that one of the meanings, and there are many, is a sailing term that has a specific meaning. When burying     
someone at sea, nine pounds of shot were used to weigh the body sack, then when the sack was stitched closed, the 
last stitch was passed through a body part. 
I can relate to you all that the “body sack” was a man’s hammock and the last stitch went through his nose, the story 
being was to prove he was dead. The ceremony of burying someone at sea is that the hammock is placed on a pivoted 
plank of wood attached at the guard rail, covered by the White Ensign, and after a short service, the plank was tilted 
and the hammock fell into the sea. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I only witnessed one of these whilst in service. However, this reminds me of an incident on my last ship, an Aircraft 
Carrier, HMS Victorious, shown above. The long “flag” flying is the paying off pennant which is 1 foot for every year of 
service, and is held up by a helium balloon. (This picture has a caption stating that it was taken when the ship          
decommissioned whilst entering Plymouth. This is incorrect as it was Portsmouth, I was onboard at the time).  
Whilst on manoeuvres in the South China Sea, we were launching and retrieving aircraft. I used to stand on the open 
part at the rear of the bridge, behind the smoke stack, and watch these operations.  The planes, when landing, latched 
onto a wire on the deck with a hook that protruded from the back of the aircraft. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On this particular day a Sea Vixen, shown above, and on the deck in the picture above amidships, a twin-engine jet, 
came into land and missed the wire. The procedure was that if this occurred the pilot would boost his twin engines and 
take off from the angled deck, circle round and attempt another landing. The starboard engine of the jet failed, which 
meant that the port engine, being very powerful, took over and before the pilot could adjust his heading, or eject, the 
plane veered severely to starboard, went around the front of the ship, and crashed into the sea. By the time the rescue 
helicopter reached the spot where the aircraft had gone into the water, which was only about a minute or so, it was too 
late for a diver to find any trace of the plane, the pilot and his navigator. 
You will note from the picture that there is a small hatch on the starboard side of the plane next to the pilot, inside this 
is where the navigator sat, and had little chance of ever getting out alive. 
On this occasion no bodies were found so the burial was a token event with a service only. 
And still on the Victorious, when I joined her in Singapore in August 1964, the first stop was in Fremantle. This is where 
I met Glenda, at HMAS Leeuwin where she worked. We corresponded and her and her Mum went to Singapore on the 
coastal ship   Centaur, that some of you may remember. We became engaged then and later I was flown off the Victo-
rious, on a Gannet fixed wing aircraft, which was catapulted from the front of the ship.  The Gannet is shown below.  
The plane was launched somewhere in the South Chine Sea, flew to Singapore, and then onto Perth, where Glenda 
and I were married in the Chapel at HMAS 
 
                                                                                                                                                              Continued Page 10 
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A Stitch in Time Cont... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see these planes on the deck on the aft section of the flight deck. I was sitting in the seat facing aft, and if you 
have ever watched films of aircraft carriers launching aircraft, it is as scary as it looks! You take off in about 150 feet 
after the pilot has revved the engines and the steam catapult is released and off you go. I was seated in the seat facing 
aft so saw the ship disappear from   underneath me. Happy memories for that, but not for the other part of this story. 

                                                            ************************************************* 
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Sandra Playle was our September speaker. Sandra spoke of the Australian soldiers who fought and died in the WW1 
battle at Fromelles, France. 5533 Australians were killed, wounded or taken prisoner  during 19/20 July 1916, 1917 died. 
Following a visit to the site of the battle retired Australian teacher Lambris Englezos found a discrepancy in the  figures of 
casualties, following his   research a mass grave containing the remains of 250 bodies was found at Pheasants Wood. 
Sandra spoke how she became involved with the project to have the site recognized and to have the remains identified. 
With help from the Australian and United Kingdom  governments the project went ahead to recover artifacts from the 
grave and where possible identify the individual soldiers.  

Our October speaker was Alan Naber, splendidly attired in 1880’s Cycling gear Allan spoke very entertainingly on the 
Social History of Cycling.. Starting in 1817 with a contraption rather like a two wheeled hobby horse Alan moved on to 
the Penny Farthing of the 1870s explaining the mechanics of the machine and how it was used by the wealthy ‘hoons’ of 
the day.  Next came the ‘Rover Safety  Cycle’ of the late 1880s the prototype of the bicycles we see today. Alan went on 
to show the fashions that accompanied the different ages of the bicycle, particularly those that the fashionable ladies 
wore. He concluded with the part the bicycle played in opening up the goldfields when the only means of transport was 
either a bicycle or pushing a wheelbarrow. 
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Library Opening Hours 

Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Tuesday 1.00 pm—4.00 pm 

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

 

General Meetings 

 

All Members and non-members are welcome to  
attend the General Meetings of the Society held  
every 1s Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting 
Room, Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 
   
Guest Speakers for: September,October,November 

2019. 

2nd       
November 
2019 

Peter Godfrey Convicts 

7th        
December 
2019 

Christmas Quiz  

4th        
January 
2020 

To be Advised  

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

 
 

Useful Websites 
 

If any of you come across an interesting site perhaps 
you could let me know and I will put it in the next BTL so 
that all of our members can benefit. 

 
www.historic-newspapers.co.uk/local 
 
Images dating back to 1850 
 
 
www.britainfromabove.org.uk 
 
 
Aerial imagery of much of UK, some back to early 20th 
Century 
 
 
https:// maps.nls.uk/ 
    “       www.oldmapsonline.org/ 
    “        places.library.wales/ 
    “        www.towmlands.ie/ 
 
 
Maps of localities in decades and centuries past 
 
 

 

 
 

Welcome to New Members  

 
 

The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
 
 

Susan Sacchero 
Bev Morrey 
Kaye Shulz 

 
We now have 95 members 

  
 
 


