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Presidents Report

At our November meeting our speaker was Julie Martin who gave a very interesting talk about her brothers Brian‘s,
experience as a School teacher at Gogo station in the Kimberley‘s in the 1960‘s. Very harsh conditions with no real
teaching facilities as we have today. The Aboriginal families were segregated from the station home as was Brian‘s
home. He taught the Aboriginal children in a cave under a hill! If you weren‘t at the meeting you missed a treat.
One of our members Irene Stolk, brought a bottle of wine for a raffle, and I managed to prize $53 from the attendees
for this, thanks all. I asked Irene to draw the winning ticket and she drew number 06………. her own! She asked that
the draw be done again and I asked our speaker, Julie to do this and she drew number 05………. still Irene‘s! Again,
she asked for it to be redrawn so I asked Chris Dodson, our membership secretary, to do this and she drew number
04………. her own! Beat that for coincidence, if you can.
We decided this year due to the COVID issue, (you can blame everything on that can‘t you?), that we won‘t have the
usual lunch for our volunteers. This is NOT to say that we don‘t appreciate everything our you do for us. It‘s just the
opposite, without you our Society would not function like it does. We have a good membership of 100 who are well
served in the library, with the volunteers‘ expertise. Thank you.
I have just started researching a friend‘s family tree and once again there is a convict who came to WA on the
Norwood in 1867. It is quite amazing that not so long ago to have a convict in your background was frowned upon.
Not now it‘s good news, I suspect because they and the early non- criminal element were the backbone of the now,
Australian way of life. They opened up the country to farming and exploration for minerals that our Society now takes
for granted.
I wish you and yours a Happy Christmas and I hope that 2021 is a better year for all of us.
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Baker’s Oven Recalls a Family Story
By Mike Murphy

During a visit to the Goldfields town of Menzies in October I was delighted by the way the town‘s history has been given
a bright, attractive face with the help of Royalties for Regions funds. Buildings have been brightened up and painted,
picnic and parking areas have been created but, most importantly, historic sites have been cleaned up and fenced with
cutout figures illustrating their former function and signs relating their history.

My particular interest was the ruins of a baker‘s oven (above) which I knew stood in a paddock on the main street.
In the past it was a pile of bricks and rusted iron surrounded by weeds. Today it is fenced off, surrounded by a cleared
gravel area and clearly signposted with a cutout metal figure of a baker shoveling bread into the oven (below).

From my genealogical research I believe it was once owned by members of my late wife Penney‘s family.
The story as I had learned it was that Penney‘s grandfather, Albert Wells, was one of the children of Frederick Wells
who migrated to NSW from England on the 3-masted, square-rigged ship, The Parsee, in 1859, aged 18. There he
married Martha Judd and they had nine children between 1865 and 1891. The names of the children and the dates they
were born were written on sheets of paper placed inside a bible Frederick had been given by his father, Robert Wells, before
he left England.
Albert was the youngest, born near Copes Creek at Tingha, NSW in 1891. He was 26 years younger than his oldest
brother. Soon after he was born his second-oldest brother, Robert, moved to WA, following the family of Eliza Neve
whom he later married. At one time they owned a hotel in Carnamah and by 1900 they were living in Menzies where they
were joined by Frederick and Martha and some of their younger children.
Robert and Eliza‘s son, Robert Judd Wells, was born in 1898. According to an article on the Carnamah Historical Society
website he was Dux of his final year at school and briefly worked in The Sons of Gwalia mine before leaving to manage
the bakery his father had purchased at Menzies. He married Hilda Winifred Hamilton in 1923 and around 1926/27 they
had a bakery, a tearooms and butchers in Coorow.
Continued Page 4
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Baker’s Oven Recalls a Family Story…...Continued

In 1930 he opened a butchery and bakery in the Perth suburb of Latham and employed his sister Frances to run it.
Bread baked in Coorow was delivered to Latham as well as Waddy Forest and Winchester in the sidecar of his Red
Indian motor cycle.

Robert Wells (on the right) outside the bakery.

In 1932 the store in Latham was burnt to the ground with Frances only narrowly escaping.
Robert Judd Wells was very active in the community on the Roads Board, Progress and Parents Associations and
other organizations and won the Sheaf Tossing events of the Coorow-Waddy Agricultural Show.
Then around 1935 during the Depression he lost a lot of money when farmers could not pay their bills and he closed
his Coorow store and moved to Youanmi where there was a mining boom. He had a bakery there and later at
Pemberton and eventually moved to Belmont, in Perth where he lived in Leake Street until moving into a nursing
home where he died in 1987.
None of this story is told on the signage attached to the old baker‘s oven at Menzies, but it was fascinating to stand there
and imagine that the cutout metal figure was one of Penney‘s family who lived there almost a century ago.

Close-up of the sign accompanying the baker’s oven
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Money Now and Then

by Mary Temple

Family history has some fascinating insights into the lives of our ancestors. How many of us wonder about our
ancestor‘s lives and loves.
Wills are one of those fascinating insights, they are a moment in time, a snapshot of the life of that ancestor. Often there
are still as many questions as answers. Why was his second son left out of the will, he did not die before him? We now
know that his third daughter‘s married name and so on.
How much did our ancestor leave to his descendants? In some cases where on earth did he amass that amount of
money given he was only a coachman to a private family. (I still have not found out, the mind boggles, there was no one
in the family who could have left him that amount.)
Intriguingly it also lends itself to the question of what money was worth in the lives of our ancestors. How does it
compare to now? What would the amount left in the will of our ancestor be worth in today‘s money? How do wages
stack up against today‘s wages? The comparison of what things cost, then and now? How did rent compare to wages?
Is it the same proportion as today? What was the cost of buying a house then in today‘s money? What was the cost of
living? All questions so vital to us today and were then to our ancestors. Very much part of family history.
There are ways to find out what money was worth then and now if your ancestor lived in the United Kingdom at least.
However they can give quite different results. Can be a bit confusing – do you want purchasing power of that sum then
or do you want a straight conversion from then to now? There are many ways to convert for many different reasons.
Let‘s ask Mr Google to take us to the following websites and see what they have to say.
We will use the sum of £1000 in the year 1810 for comparisons with today. It is in fact a surprisingly difficult exercise. It
depends very much on what you are looking for.
1
Background information for hopefully an understanding of historical currency value conversion. It seems
different data sets are used by different organisations to make their calculations..
(a)
Current Value of Old Money https://projects.exeter.ac.uk/RDavies/arian/current/howmuch.html
A quite interesting site giving all sorts of tools for currency, purchasing power conversion and wages. A good one to start
with for an explanation, although a bit complicated. . There is a great deal of information and worth a look. They use the
UK National Archives calculator, see below. There is also some information on European values on this site.
(b)
Cyndi's List - Money » Locality Specific: United Kingdom & Ireland https://www.cyndislist.com/money/uk/
You can never go past Cyndi‘s List as usual it comes up with many interesting sources and masses of information. The
UK National Archives calculator is used on this site, see below.
2
(a)

Currency converters. As stated above the straight question is the value of £1000 in 1810 and that value now:
The National Archives' "Currency converter: 1270–2017" https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currencyconverter/

This UK site gives the purchasing power of money for a given sum in a particular year. The site says it is a general guide
and not a statement of fact.
The result was £46,525.20 purchasing power in 2017‘s money. Apparently in 1810 with £1000 you could have bought 95
horses, or 200 cows, or 1111 stones of wool, or 175 quarters of wheat (a quarter is a quarter of a ton.). For a tradesman
it was worth wages for 6666 days. That is about 18 years.
(This site has been my go to site for historical currency conversion. Considering the rest of this article it seems to have
very low and conservative results.)
One wonders at the price of bread against the cost of a quarter of wheat for the ordinary labourer. There is an interesting
article showing the cost of bread against wages:
The Price of Bread: Poverty, Purchasing Power, and The Victorian Laborer's Standard of Living by Robert L Nelson,
MD. From the spelling of Laborer it can be seen it is an American author.
http://www.victorianweb.org/history/work/nelson1.html
We can thank our lucky stars we live in this decade.
Continued Page 6
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Money Now and Then….continued

(b)
Inflation calculator Bank of England:
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator
This is the Bank of England site as can be seen. They have an inflation calculator that shows inflation has
grown 2.1% over the period 1810 to 2019. There are no calculations for 2020 as they will not be compiled until the
year is finished. The value of £1000 in 1810 compared to 2019 was £79,118.06. Quite a difference to the UK National Archives. The Bank of England and the UK National Archives are major UK resources.

c) Historical Currency Conversions – it says converts both USA and UK amounts:
https://futureboy.us/fsp/dollar.fsp
This site was not as useful as it would only give the currency conversion result of £1000 in 1810 as $93213.1
American in today‘s money when I tested it, although the site does say it will convert to GBP. Possibly a glitch at the
moment, or just that it is an American site.
Another calculator:
https://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/convert/?Amount=93%2C213.10&From=USD&To=GBP converting US
dollars to UK pounds shows a result of £71,477.57.
(d)
Pounds Sterling to Dollars: Historical Conversion of Currency: https://www.uwyo.edu/numimage/currency.htm
This is an American site, The University of Wyoming and consequently is more interested in the dollar currency of that
country. Value of £1000 in 1810 against 2020 was $93,006.68. Calculated again as before to get the pound equivalent, a similar amount to (c) above, £71,308.77.
(e)
Understanding old British money - pounds, shillings and pence:
http://projectbritain.com/moneyold.htm
This is a UK site aimed at children more than adults. A list of the coins and notes of English money. Good except for
the fact that the author did not think the guinea was a coin only a value. It was a gold coin at one time. The historical
currency converter on the site is the National Archives one above.
(f)
Old money converter - £sd to decimal: https://www.retrowow.co.uk/retro_britain/old_money/
old_money_converter.html
This site is only handy if you want to find out the decimal equivalent of pounds, shillings and pence. Quite useful for
converting the cost of an item to modern currency. It does not do this historically though.
(g)
The website www.in2013dollars,com, another American site, uses the figures from the National Office for Statistics (does not say which one). There is a page on this site https://www.in2013dollars.com/uk/inflation/1810 showing
that the value of a pound in 2020 is only 1% of the value of the pound in 1810. £1000 in 1810 is worth £79,044.68
pounds today.
Conclusion:
(a)
The purchasing power result of the UK National Archives differs markedly from the other sites.
(b)
The results reflect the different data sets used by all the organisations to calculate values.
(c)
It must also be remembered that the currency conversions $ to £ is accurate as at the time of conversion. Money conversions vary day to day according to the market.
(d)
The inflation rate over the period was given by two different sites and was:
Bank of England
www.in2013dollars,com

2.1%
1%

(e)
In summary for the answer to our straight question we get:
UK National Archives
£46,525.20
Bank of England
£79,118.06.
Historical Currency Conversions
£71,477.57
University of Wyoming
£71,308.77.
www.in2013dollars,com
£79,044.68
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Various Kent Parish Registers

By Keith Good

I now have some CDs of Kent Parish Registers. They have been transcribed from the original
records and are in an easy-to-read format. Most of them date from around 1600 and most of
them include Baptisms, Marriages and Burials.
The Parishes of which I now have the records are:CD ROM 25
Betteshanger, Brookland, Charing, Dover St. Mary, Lenham, Lynsted, Marden.
CD ROM 31
Barfreston, Bethesden, Boughton Malherbe, Brabourne, Bredhurst, Darenth, Fordwich,
Goodnestone (Wingham), Hackington, Hadlow, Lyminge, Mersham, Monkton, Old Romney,
Pluckley, Postling. Rochester Cathedral. Sellindge, Selling, Smeeth, Snargate, Snave,
Stalisfield, Stanford, Upchurch, Warden, Worth.
CD ROM 35
Bapchild, Biddenden, Canterbury St. Dunstan, Cheriton All Souls, Cheriton St. Martin, Dover
Apprentice Enrolments, Eastling, Eythorne, Kilndown, Medway Military Baptisms,
Newington (Hythe), Newnham, Ramsgate St. Mary, Saltwood, Swalecliffe, Sutton by Dover,
Temple Ewell, Tenterden, Tilmanstone, Wingham Congregational, Wittersham.
CD ROM 02/07
Badlesmere, Benenden, Boughton-under-Blean, Coldred, Cranbrook, East Peckham, East
Sutton, Faversham, Faversham Cemetery, Faversham Mercury, Hollingbourne, Leaveland,
Littlebourne, Lydd All Saints, Maidstone All Saints, Maidstone St. Michael, Milton-nextSittingbourne, Norton, Otterden, Patrixbourne, Rainham, River, Rodmersham, Rolvenden,
Sheherdswell, Stourmouth, Sutton Vallence, Swalecliffe, Tenderden St. Mildred, Tenderden
Presbyterian, Woodchurch.
I will be happy to do some research on any members behalf. My contact details are – email
kayjay003@bigpond.com (preferred) or telephone 08 9439 4099
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THE SAD AND CURIOUS LIFE OF JAMES BATH
Content Warning: This article deals with the death of an Aboriginal person.

By Sue Sacchero

As family history detectives it is easy to become distracted in our research. Last week while researching something
completely unrelated an article in the Sydney Gazette of 2 December 1804 grabbed my attention.
The colonial newspaper carried a curious and outrightly racist obituary to sixteen year old James Bath who died of
dysentery. If this article is to be believed James may well have been the first of the Stolen Generations. I decided to dig
deeper!
James‘ parents were Darug people, members of the Burramattagal (Parramatta) clan that lived on the headwaters of the
Parramatta River at Toongabbie where the Westmead Children‘s Hospital now stands. The clan lived on plant and
animal life from the streams and the bushland. The streams yielded mullet, crayfish, shellfish and turtles and they
hunted lizards, snakes, birds, potoroos and wallabies. Within walking distance of Parramatta, in 1791 Toongabbie was
an alluvial valley dominated by stands of tall timber and rich soil. James Ruse‘s success at Experiment Farm nearby at
Harris Park, the arrival of the second and third fleets and the ongoing threat of starvation looming over the fledgling
colony led Philip to select Toongabbie for the new Government Farm. In August that year 500 newly arrived convicts
cleared 300 acres within 30 days.The Darug people did not give up their lands without a fight, not only were they
culturally tied to their land, they depended on it for survival. There were many skirmishes and maize raids by the
traditional owners before the 1794 War of Toongabbie. If James Bath was 16 when he died it must have been during
one of these early raids that his parents were shot and killed. While there is no record to verify this, it does seem
feasible. From the obituary we can deduce that the orphaned infant James would have been about two years old at the
time he was discovered by convict George Bath, and accordingly raised as his son.
George Bath, Matilda arrived in July 1791. He had been sentenced to seven years transportation at the Kingston Assizes, Surrey in 1787. He was halfway through his sentence when he arrived in Sydney.The scant records available for him
tell us he married Sarah Colligan in Parramatta in 1793 and that gave evidence at a Coroner‘s Inquest at the Hawkesbury 1796. The obituary tells us that when George Bath left the colony, he ‗bequeathed‘ James to fellow Third Fleeter
David Greville, Active, who supposedly left the colony himself shortly thereafter. Like many emancipists Greville had
become a Constable but resigned his post in December 1798. There is no record of Greville leaving the colony but it
seems he passed away in Sydney in 1800.
Nonetheless Greville passed young James on to John Sparrow Pitt who by 1800 was also a freeman working as a
watchmaker in Sydney. For reasons not specified in the article young James aged about ten attached himself to William
Miller, Albermarle. The article maintained that James had lived with Miller at Hospital Wharf, present day Darling
Harbour and had worked with him on his Hawkesbury riverboat for six years prior to his death, gaining a high level of
proficiency as a boatman.
This was a curious read for me, not in the least for the contemporary attitudes to the First Australians expressed in the
article but because William Miller was my five times great grandfather and the facts did not match up with those I had
laboriously accumulated for him.
William Miller, who sometimes went by the alias of John Williams, was sentenced to transportation for life for highway
robbery at the Old Bailey in 1787, but not transported until 1791. On arrival he was sent to the Government Farm at
Toongabbie. In 1794 he was granted an absolute pardon, received a land grant at Concord and was allowed to set
himself up as a baker in George Street, Sydney. He carried on this trade until he sold up and opened a pub, the Barely
Mow, at Hospital Wharf in 1798 and continued to live there for many years. William did not buy his first riverboat the
William and Mary Miller until 1800. The longest period James Bath could have been with William was four years.

These may seem like trivial differences but they do prove that the Sydney Gazette was not beyond faking the news. As
family historians, particularly of this early period of Australian history we are in many instances compelled to rely on the
contemporary press to gain insight into our ancestor‘s lives. This has reminded me to proceed with caution.
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Godfrey Ancestral Churches …. Part 1
By Peter Godfrey

It occurred to me recently that most of my ancestors, and probably yours, would have attended church in their village,
town or city. With small communities they would have relied on each other for companionship and remember, this was
prior to the days of mass entertainment, so the Church would have been the focal point of their lives. This article is
about some of the churches in which my people were baptised, married and buried at. There is so much history in
Britain that we rely on for our research and this article is about a small part of mine.

St John the Evangelist Church Ickham, Kent.

The first written records of Ickham come from AD 781 when King Offa granted the manor of Ickham and well to
Christchurch Priory in Canterbury. The monks of Canterbury built a timber church where the west end of the nave now
stands. In 1090 the Saxon monastic church was replaced by a much larger flint and stone church in Norman style,
stretching from the current west end to the chancel steps. The church was extended still further over the next 3
centuries, with much of the labour carried out by the monks themselves. You can still see some of the early medieval
masons marks on the walls. At the end of the 12th century, the nave walls were pierced to create arcades, and north
and south aisles added. Later still, probably in the mid-14th century, matching north and south transepts were added
and the chancel rebuilt with an impressively wide arch. The chancel is offset to one side, a design known as a 'weeping
chancel', said to emulate Christ inclining his head to one side on the cross.

St Andrews Church Wickambreau, Kent

Wickhambreaux has a recorded history with connections to the Church and Crown dating back to Roman times. It is
first mentioned in 948 when King Eadred granted land to a religious woman, however Wickhambreaux settlement
predates this to at least Roman times as it is on the northwest side of the Roman Road. Wickhambreaux village still
retains its medieval pattern with the Church, manor house, rectory, inn and mill encircling the green. Wickhambreaux
manor was part of the extensive estates owned by Joan, Countess of Kent, wife of Edward, the Black Prince (buried in
nearby Canterbury Cathedral) and mother of King Richard II.
Joan was very much a power behind the throne and was seemingly well-loved for her influence over the young king. It
is said that when she returned to London from a pilgrimage to Canterbury in 1381, and found her way barred by Wat
Tyler and his rebels on Blackheath, the mob not only let her through unharmed, but saluted her with kisses and
provided an escort for her for the rest of her journey.
It is interesting to note that these two villages are situated just 6 kilometres East of the Army Married Quarters in
Canterbury, Kent, where we lived as a family. Little did I know then that some of the ancestors on my Mothers side, the
Maxteds, lived in these two villages. This was some 30 years before I started on my genealogical journey. Small world
isn‘t it.

Continued Page 10
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Godfrey Ancestral Churches…….Continued

St Mary’s Church Dover Kent.

The church stands on the site of Roman baths; it is thought there was originally a Saxon church here. Three churches
in Dover are mentioned in the Domesday Book, and it has been supposed that these are St Mary's, St James' and St
Peter's. The oldest parts of the existing building are the tower and three bays of the arcades, which are Norman
architecture of the early 12th century.
From 1230 the church was controlled by Maison Dieu, which was built in Dover in 1203 to accommodate pilgrims from
overseas visiting Canterbury Cathedral.
The church was closed in 1537, at the Dissolution of the Monasteries, but opened in 1544 as a parish church, after a
petition of the townspeople. From 1581 it was the official church of the Mayor and corporation instead of St Peter's
Church (which stood on the northern side of the market square and was in disrepair; it was demolished soon
afterwards).
In 1843–1844, during the incumbency of Canon John Puckle, the church, except for the tower, was rebuilt in Early
English style. The work was carried out by J. C. & C. Buckler. The church was enlarged and clerestory windows were
added. The tower was restored in 1897.
The church was damaged during the Second World War, but was not directly hit. Many of the stained-glass windows
were destroyed. Windows have been installed since the war to commemorate important relations between the church
and the town.

St Laurence Church, Ramsgate, Kent.

The church, founded in 1062, is a grade I listed building, and is the oldest church in Ramsgate. A lightning strike in
1439 resulted in the church being rebuilt, with the tower being raised to its present height. As Ramsgate grew, the town
developed its own church: St Laurence became a separate parish in 1826.

In the grounds of the Church is the tomb of Thomas Wilde 1st Baron of Truro who was the Chief Justice of Great
Britain and then the Lord High Chancellor in 1850.
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Speaker’s Corner

Our November speaker was Julie Martin, her subject was
― A Cool School in the Kimberleys‖. In 1962 Julie‘s
brother Brian and his wife were transferred by the
Education Department up to GoGo Station in the
Kimberleys. It was then a different world to the 21st
century, the station owner was master of all he surveyed,
and there was a lot to survey!
Brian and his wife were teaching the aboriginal children
of the station, the conditions were harsh, but they
improved things greatly by building a structure that would
shield the children from the sun, but let what ever breeze
that happened to be around in. This was an improvement
on the cave that had been excavated during WW2 to
hide the station‘s vehicles from Japanese bombers and
was later used as the school room.
The couple remained in contact with their students over
the years and were able to follow their progress though
to the present day.
Although the conditions were harsh it seems to have
been a thoroughly rewarding experience for both Brian,
his wife and the children they taught.

Our December speaker Christine Timoney spoke on
―An introduction to Ireland Reaching Out‖.
―Ireland Reaching Out” is a community of volunteers
whose passion is all things Irish—its history, people,
traditions, and so much more.
Of interest to family historians is their website Ireland
Reaching Out (XO), Christine explained how you could
interact with the XO community to further your research
and in turn help others engaged in Irish genealogy.
As the XO community is purely a volunteer organisation
with only one paid official not all parishes are covered.
However where parish committees exist they provide
local knowledge on everything that a researcher may
need, if you‘re lucky they may even have information on
your family.
The organisation also host various events such as pop
up craft displays, walks through countryside of historic
interest and even some restoration work.
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LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari
Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

Closed

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:

Sue Sacchero
Bill Barton
Shirley Martin
David and Margaret Buckingham

Closed for Christmas Friday 11 December to
Wednesday 13 January

General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to
attend the General Meetings of the Society held
every 1st Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting
Room, Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for :

The editor mid 1950s St Michael and all Angels C
of E, Poplar, London E.14.
When you look this angelic you can get away
with murder.
(The things parents do to their children!)

2nd
January

Ian Simon

Family Search
Update

3rd
February

Darryl Brady

DNA

6th March

Shipwreck
Museum

Batavia
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