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Presidents Message  

 
 
Since my last report I have been in hospital a few times so Family History has not been on the top of my list.  
I hope you have been continuing with your research and have found some interesting things. 
 
 I have been working on a tree for a friend and have found the usual convicts, WW1 and WW2 soldiers, and in         
particular some wonderful Parish Records  written in good hand writing. 
 
We continue to struggle on midst the COVID crisis with reduced numbers at our meetings. By the time you read this we 
will have had Darryl Brady talk to us about DNA. 
 

My good wishes go out to our editor John who is going through a rough patch at the moment. We are thinking of you.  

That‘s all for now more next time.                                             

    

 Speaker’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darryl Brady gave an extensive talk on using DNA testing to confirm and expand your family tree. The talk could well 
have been titled ―There are no Secrets‖. From his own experience, and comments from the audience many people 
could be in for a surprise on their ancestry and ethnicity if they choose to delve deeper into their DNA. Given the     
complexity  of the subject I think many of us will be brushing up on the subject. This was a great presentation by an 
enthusiast who really knows his subject well. 

 
From the Editor 
 
Just wanted to say how sorry I am to hear that Peter  is returning so slowly to good health. 
All at Rockingham Family History Society would like to extend their best wishes for his complete recovery 
In the near future. 



 

 3 

 
“The Spoons! The Spoons!”                                   by Linda Temple 
 
 
 
Researching your family tree is very addictive, but researching your family history is also very rewarding. Finding facts 
about your ancestors brings them to life and makes them real. Finding the odd nugget of information can really make 
your day! Sometimes that bit of information you have been looking for can be found if you look at the whole family and 
the world in which they live. 
 
James Attis was my Great (x3) Grandfather and he was baptised in 1815 in Sunderland, Durham, England. He married 
Harriet Manley in 1834 in Birmingham, Warwickshire. Harriet was born in Watford, Hertfordshire in 1814 so how she met 
James remains a mystery.  
 
I could not find any census records showing where they lived after they were married and I suspect spelling may be the 
culprit. I looked for their children using baptism and index records and noticed the locations of their births. James and 
Harriet had travelled around quite a bit. I decided to buy a copy of their birth certificates which showed that James was a 
showman and hawker who later became a musician! I Googled him, of course, to see if he was famous but I found    
nothing. I also purchased the death certificates of his children if they died young to see what else I could find.  
 
To plot their travels, I developed a timeline of events and tried to envision what their life must have been like. This is what 
I found: 
 
1814, Harriet Manly was born in Watford, Hertfordshire, 
 
1815, James Attis was born in Sunderland, Durham, 
 
1834, James and Harriet were married in Birmingham, Warwickshire, 
 
1835, their daughter, Esther Attis, was born in Newhall, Derbyshire. Her Father was a Showman, Pedlar and his         
residence was Traveller, 
 
1841, their son, James Attis, was born in Newport, Monmouth, Wales. His Father was a Hawker. 
 
1841, their son, James Attis, died aged 6 months, in Redcliff in Bristol. His cause of death was ―found dead in bed‖.     
His Father was a Hawker. 
 
1842, their son, William Turner Attis, was born in Stonehouse (Plymouth), Devon. His Father was a Musician. 
 
1846, their son, James Attis, was born in Southwark, Surrey. His Father was a Musician. 
 
1848, their son, William Turner Attis, died in Lansdown, Somerset. His cause of death was ―Kariola‖ or Smallpox.         
His  Father was a Musician. 
 
1849, their daughter, Sarah Attis, was born in Bath, Somerset. Her Father was a Musician. 
 
1849, their daughter, Sarah Attis, died aged 5 months, in Poole, Dorset. Her cause of death was ―Suffered inflammation 
of the chest‖. Her Father was a Musician. 
 
1850, their son, Samuel Attis, was born in Market Lavington, Wiltshire. His Father was a Musician. 
 
1851, their son, Samuel Attis, died aged 9 months, in Lambeth, Surrey. His cause of death was ―Found dead in bed,   
natural convulsion fit‖. His Father was a Musician. 
 
1853, their son, Henry Attis, was born in Newport, Monmouth, Wales. His Father was a Musician. 
 
1853, James Attis died aged 38 years in Neath, Glamorgan, Wales. His cause of death was pleurisy. His death certificate 
said his occupation was Musician. 
 
After James died, his wife took the family to Plymouth in Devon to live. When Harriet died in 1887, her death certificate 
said she was the widow of James Attis, Circus Performer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                             Continued Page 4 
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“The Spoons, The Spoons”…...cont. 
 
 
I do not know how the Attis family travelled around or how they lived, but life must have been hard for them. It‘s     
possible they travelled by rail, if they had enough money for the fares, but they would have had to pay for               
accommodation. A horse and cart seemed a more likely way to travel as they could carry their children and            
belongings and they may even have lived in a tent in the towns they visited. Living in a tent seems unlikely as the  
addresses on the birth and death certificates of his children show they lived in buildings, either as renters or lodgers. 
 
I recently discovered that James‘ daughter, Esther, married John Godfrey, a Traveller, in Bristol in 1855. Her Father 
was named on the register as a Musician and John‘s Father, Francis, was a Showman. I found a news article, dated 
11 Apr 1873, that said John‘s Father, Francis Godfrey (Itinerant Showman), was fined £5 15s for cruelty to a horse. 
Travellers could not afford the rail fares so a horse and cart was the way to travel even if they struggled to feed the 
animal. 
 

 
 
Source: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3287873/3287875/11/francis%20godfrey%20AND%20cruelty%20to%
20a%20horse%20AND%20showman (copyright unknown according to the National Library of Wales) 
 
 
I was talking about James Attis to my family one evening and jokingly said that maybe our musician played the 
spoons! I tried to find out about travelling performers but didn‘t find any records about who was travelling with the fairs 
around the United Kingdom. I found an article on the Genuki website called ―Portable Theatres in Wales, 1843-1914‖ 
by Cecil Price written in 1955, which was sourced from the National Library of Wales. The article contained an insight 
into the life of travelling performers and how they worked and entertained the people of the towns they visited. 
 
This part of the article, below, describes an incident which really made my day. 
 
―These 'nomadic Thespians' were sometimes accused of 'murdering the Queen's English', a charge which had good 
basis when a troupe was composed of Cockneys who could not get engagements as the London "penny gaffs".  
[ Merthyr Telegraph, 25/6/1864] 
 
This amusing incident demonstrates the point; 
In 1852 the Monmouthshire Merlin describes the appearance at Pontypool Magistrates Court of one Henry Mangley, 
who was charged with assaulting a James Attis 'a brother professional'. Under the caption 'The Actors; A Small      
Performance' are details of their pleas. 
 
"Complainant; Yer verships, the day next Pontypool fair, this 'ere Caliban comes up and hits me sich a precious von 
hin my hy, that I sees forked lightning in no time. I vent down on my marrows, hin course; and hafore I can hascend 
again, vy he ins to precious 'air like a currycomb, and pitches hinto me a rum 'un, and no mistake. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                    Continued Page 5  
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“The Spoons, The Spoons”…..cont. 
 
 
 
 
Defendant; O, I pleads guilty, on my 'onour, but I could a tale unfold, whose lightest word would harrow up etc. In 
short, the spoons, the spoons. O, my prophetic soul, my uncle." 
 
Allowing for some exaggeration in the writing, we may conclude that the standard of English spoken at this particular 
booth was not of the highest.‖ 
(Source: www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/Archives/NLWjournals/Theatres) 
  
―The spoons! The spoons!‖ Imagine my delight when I saw the name of James Attis. It seems Henry Mangley was a 
Shakespearean actor who misquoted the lines of Hamlet to the Magistrate. It‘s possible he was indicating that he 
found James‘ spoon playing very irritating.  
 
This incident was reported in the Monmouthshire Merlin on 30 Apr 1852. Henry Mangley was order to pay 7s 6d 
costs.  
 
 

 
 
Source: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3395340/3395345/56/A%20Small%20Performance (copyright unknown 
according to the National Library of Wales) 
 
 
Travelling showmen followed the fairs around the country to make a living for their families. They didn‘t earn a lot of 
money so food might have been scarce. They probably didn‘t stay in hotels and had to make do with tents so they 
would have been cold in the winter.  
 
It‘s quite likely the children were not educated as they didn‘t stay anywhere for any length of time.   
Marriage certificates for Esther Attis (the eldest child) and James Attis (the fourth child), showed they couldn‘t write so 
had to make their mark on their marriage registers. The birth, marriage and death records for all the Attis children 
show that James and Harriet couldn‘t write, either, as they also made their mark.  
 
Looking at the information from the records and the newspaper articles I found, it is easy to imagine the life of James 
Attis, the Spoon Player.  
 

-------- 
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Jack Jones War                                                                                        By Sue Sacchero 

 
 
 
 
It is hard to know what 26 year old former quarryman,  
Private Robert Jones was thinking as HMAT Euripides 
slipped through Sydney Heads on the 20th October 1914. 
The second of William and Jane Jones‘s six sons, Jack, as  
he was known, surely had a sense of excited anticipation. 
Local militia men Jack and his brother Miley enlisted                                                                                                                
within days of the declaration of war. Perhaps driven by  
patriotism their Irish Catholic heritage suggests adventure 
and pay of six bob a day were more likely attractions. 
 
 
In Albany, Euripides joined the 38 troop ships carrying  
29,500 Australian and New Zealanders on the 1st November 
Shipboard time was spent exercising and training.  Jack  
thought about those at home in Bowral, his mates, widowed 
mother and siblings and their sendoff at the Royal Hotel. 
 
 
The fleet receive orders to land in Egypt arriving at  
Alexandria on3rd December they established Mena camp 
near Cairo.  Soon it had ‗the hum, bustle, dust, smell sounds  
and lights of a busy city’  Intensive training began mid  
December, comprising drill, marching through sand, digging 
and attacking trenches. The training failed to acknowledge 
lessons learnt from recent European battles and did not  
cater for desert conditions.  The outcome was that when 
the Anzacs finally landed at Gallipoli they were not  
prepared.  
 
 
In Egypt the Australians earned the reputation for playing  
hard.  Jack may have explored the Pyramids or explored 
the souks, but there were many, Mylie among them, sent 
home for misbehavior or because they contracted sexually  
transmitted diseases in the brothels of the Wozzer.  
 
 
Jane remained stoic in public, but was glad her other sons 
were too short to enlist.  Whilst they were missed at home 
Jack found Christmas in Egypt a bit of a novelty.  He was 
delighted to receive billies from home containing Christmas 
cards and treats and the army even produced a traditional 
Christmas dinner.   
 
 
After months of training Jack was itching to join the  
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force for Gallipoli on the  5th 
April.  They were not prepared for the botched landing. 
The Australians began landing at 3am. The 4th battalion 
disembarked between 6.45 am and  4.45 pm by the time  
they arrived 2,000 Anzacs had died. Jack dodged sniper 
fire while digging and improving trenches and confronting 
arbitrary death for the first time.  The battalions suffered 
heavy casualties due to the terrain and inadequate materials. 
By the 12th May casualties reached more than 9,000, 
when Jack was wounded and evacuated to Manchester. 
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Jack Jones War…..Continued 

 

 

After Easter, the Bowral papers reported Charlie Jones had enlisted despite his short stature and in July Jack‘s  

youngest brother, Edward enlisted. The papers oozed news from the war. Stories of enlistments, injuries and deaths 

and articles about local patriotic and relief organisations filled the copy. Jane attended Red Cross knitting classes and 

between working as a domestic at a local hotel she distracted herself making socks to send overseas. 

 

By September Jack was at Monte Video Camp near Weymouth, awaiting return to his battalion at Gallipoli on 17th  

October. Fortunately he missed the fiasco of Lone Pine and the slaughter at the Nek. The situation in Gallipoli was  

surreal, conditions were appalling, troops sleeping in dug outs, living on tinned food were subject to constant  

bombardment. Fresh water remained scarce; men washed in the sea risking being fired upon. Dysentery and typhoid 

proliferated. Twenty percent of the battalion were sick. There were no further offensives, when Jack was promoted to 

Lance Corporal on 12 November winter had arrived. 

 

Australia had a new Prime Minister, when Andrew Fisher resigned in October Labor caucus appointed Billy Hughes 

who despite his emigrant, trade union background had a passionate attachment to Empire and an appreciation of  

Australia‘s vulnerability. As prices rose steeply and with no support Jane found it hard to cope but took solace in her 

Catholic faith. There was no escaping the war, recruitment posters were everywhere. It was all anyone spoke of, even 

music played about town was laced with war sentiment. 

 

The retreat from Gallipoli was a logistical challenge but by 21 December all 20,000 Anzacs had gone. After Christmas 

at Mudros, the 4th travelled to Tel-el-Kebir, strategically located for protection of the Suez Canal. It was a  vast though 

far from comfortable training area. There were still insufficient tents, food and clothing. Promoted to Lance Sergeant in 

January, Jack was transferred to the 56th battalion half of which were new recruits and half Gallipoli veterans. 

 

In early 1916 Mylie and Edward, were convalescing in Bowral, although medically discharged, they would both  

re-enlist. The  papers became increasingly critical of the war strategies of the Australian government and the ‗mother 

country‘. The tone was grim. Committees were established to assist returning wounded to have their rights attended to 

and the shorter recruitment lists included many older Boer War veterans, professional and family men.  

 

On 22 June the 56th finally sailed for Marseilles then boarded trains for Thiennes, in an area was known as the nursery 

where inexperienced troops became accustomed to being close to the action. France impressed the Australians, there 

was plenty of beer and female companionship near their billets and British bases provided recreation options.  

 

The main battles were far away at the Somme and Verdun, so the British commander General Hacking wanted to  

distract the enemy by conducting raids around Fromelles. The 56th entered the frontline trenches on 12 July and fought 

their first major battle at Fromelles a week later, it was a catastrophe despite heavy casualties the division stayed in 

that sector until October. 

 

Jack served until early August. He was killed in action on 2 August 1916. This was more likely his burial date because 

the diary lists no fatalities that day, but the entry for the 1 August states a sergeant from D company was killed that 

morning when a grenade landed in their sector. 

 

                                                                                                                                                  Continued Page 8 
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Jack Jones War…...Continued 

 

 

 

In September the parish priest delivered the pink telegram informing Jane of Jack‘s death. This arrived simultaneously 

with advice that Charlie had been wounded at Poziers. It is hard to imagine Jane‘s despair. Perhaps she  still had  

Edward to comfort her but Mylie, who would ultimately be awarded the Military Medal had re-enlisted. 

 

Commemoration came later. Jack‘s service medals (the 1914-1915 Star, the British War medal and the Victory medal), 

along with his ―Dead man’s penny‖ (Next of Kin plaque and scroll) were issued in the 1920‘s. In 1967 the Anzac  

Commemorative Medallion was issued for service at Gallipoli. The four Jones brothers are memorialised on the Bowral 

War Memorial, and Jack appears on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 

 

Lest We Forget. 

 

ooooooooooooooooooooOoooooooooooooooooooo 

 

 

Godfrey Ancestral Churches……..Part 2 

                                                                                                                                                           By Peter Godfrey 

 

 

 

 

St Peter’s Church Boughton Monchelsea,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kent Dedicated to St Peter, and built in the 13th century, the church is situated just over the brow of the Quarry Hills 

overlooking the Weald, as are the neighbouring churches of Linton, Chart Sutton and Sutton Valence. The Weald is an 

area in South Eastern England covering the counties of Hampshire, Sussex, Surrey and Kent. It has been suggested 

that such churches as St Peter‘s were built on the site of old Roman temples which were placed in prominent places. 

The Churchyard, with spectacular views over The Weald, has much of interest to offer. Tombs from the 17th Century to 

the present day and a magnificent wisteria that blooms in early June. The Lychgate dates from the 15th Century and is 

Grade II* listed.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        Continued Page 9 
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Godfrey Ancestral Churches….Continued 

 
 
St Martin‘s Herne Kent 

 

 

St Martin's is a largely early 14th century church of historical and architectural importance; unfortunately, it was heavily 
restored in the later 19th century. Much external masonry was renewed, but despite this, there is still much fine 14th 
and some 15th century masonry surviving. 

 

All Saints Church Whitstable Kent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
There has been a church on the site for at least 800 years, initially consisting of a chancel and nave. In the early 13th 
century, a new church was built in the same simple form, the early English style of Gothic Architecture, and a tower 
was added. The north aisle was added in the 15th century. 
St Margaret‘s Church Canterbury Kent 

 

St Margaret‘s Church Canterbury Kent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parish church of St. Margaret stands at the centre of the Roman walled city Durovernum Cantiacorum.  

                                                                                                                                                             

 

                                                                                                                                                          Continued Page 10 
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Godfrey Ancestral Churches……..cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recent excavations in advance of the construction of the Marlowe Arcade by the Canterbury Archaeological Trust     
revealed part of a large Roman public bath building which extended northwards under St Margaret‘s Street. Current  
excavations inside the church have uncovered two principal rooms of this building, one with an opus signinum floor and 
evidence for a tessellated pavement, the other with a remarkable stone paved floor. A Roman street west of the bath 
building has also been located. By the mid Anglo-Saxon period a major new route from Worthgate to the Cathedral was 
established, the central part of which, later called St Margaret‘s Street, was very wide and probably the site of a street 
market. It is possible that St Margaret‘s originated as a new church in the centre of the market, but the Anglo-Saxon  
levels inside the church have still to be studied. The ruins of the large Roman theatre at the south-west end of the street, 
visible until the eleventh century, were possibly used as a meeting place (folk moot?) during the mid-Saxon period. By 
the early Norman period there were twenty-two churches in Canterbury, including St Margaret‘s. Their surrounding    
areas were probably defined as parishes in the early twelfth century. St Margaret‘s church had been appropriated by         
St Augustine‘s Abbey, possibly before the Norman Conquest, but certainly Dy the mid-twelfth century. The first          
documentary reference to the church is in a Christ Church rental of 1153–67, in which land held by William, Priest of 
Bourne, is described as being ‗opposite St Margaret‘s Church on a corner near the garden of Benedict the Priest‘.     
Benedict may have been the nominee of St Augustine‘s who was vicar of St Margaret‘s.  
 

St Mary‘s Church Stodmarsh Kent 

 

The Church is an extremely simple building of solid twelfth- and thirteenth-century construction. The chancel was rebuilt 
during the latter period. There is a small south porch which shields a doorway on which are carved many so -called Cru-
saders' Crosses. Like many churches in east Kent Stodmarsh was restored in the 1880s and the roofs of both nave and 
chancel show this to unfortunate effect. There is a plain Rood Screen, (an ornate screen that separates the Chancel 
from the Nave), on a stone base which is well set off against the cream washed walls of the  
Chancel. At the West end the bell turret is supported internally by a huge X-shaped brace, which is a unique feature in 
Kent, and far more functional than pretty. 
 

St Deny‘s Church Rotherfield Sussex. 

 

Founded in 792AD, St Denys‘ Church is one of the oldest in Sussex. The present sandstone church dates from 1060, 
with later additions including a 15th Century tower and porch. This glorious village church is a symbol of the sturdy men 
of Sussex who built it long ago. The whole pageant of English history for 1200 years is bound up with this church; the 
forest men, the Norman soldiers, the hunted fugitives, peasants and farmers, the iron workers and the service men and 
women who prayed in this church in the dark days of two world wars. There is a 1500-year-old yew tree in the      
churchyard. 
 

(Note, I wrote extensively about this Church in the BTL in December 2018 after I had visited it, and spoke about the 
beautiful frescos that were whitewashed over after Henry VIII vilified the Catholics. They have since been restored 
showing the brilliant colours used by the original artists). 
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MEMBERSHIP  RENEWALS 
 

All members should now have recieved their Membership Renewal Form. For those 
of you who have not returned the form with your annual subscription, we urge you 
to do so as soon as possible,  AS NO REMINDERS WILL BE SENT. 
 
The following timetable has been established for processing membership renewals: 
 
 February  Membership Renewal Forms posted. 
  
 31 MARCH End of financial year - subscription renewal due BY  
   MIDNIGHT 
                
  April  Membership Cards for 2021/2 mailed to members. 
  
   1 MAY Annual General Meeting (only financial members may 
   vote, nominate someone for Committee, accept           
   nomination for Committee or act as proxy). 
 
Excerpt from Constitution  
 
Annual Subscription 
 
12 (2) The annual subscription of a member shall be due payable before midnight on 
           31st March each year. 
     (3) No Member whose subscription is in arrears shall be entitled to claim any        
           right or privilege in the Society  
 

Chris Dodson 
 Membership Secretary 

 

 

WHY NOT A COMMITTEE 
ROLE ? 

 
All Committee positions will be vacated at the AGM on         
1st May.  Why not consider becoming involved in the 
management of our Society?   
 
The Management Committee manages, in an honorary capacity, 
the affairs of the Society including the conduct of meetings, 
banking and financial reporting, correspondence, membership 
and recruitment, meeting-day programmes and other events, 
fundraising activities and publicity as well as the running of the 
library. 
 
We are fortunate to have volunteers who assist as library 
assistants.    
  
“New blood” will be very welcome - and will be offered a 
helping hand by old hands.  Please think about it. 
 

Members of the 2020/1  
Management Commmittee 

Family History Society of 

Rockingham & Districts Inc. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday, 1 May 2021 

at 2 p.m. 1st floor, 

Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard, 

Rockingham 

 
Nominations are called  for   

PRESIDENT 
SECRETARY  
TREASURER 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
PROGRAM PLANNER 

MEETING DAY COORDINATOR 
FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR 

PUBLICITY OFFICER 
LIBRARY COORDINATOR 

 
The Nomination Form attached OR 
available from the Library, must be returned 
to the Secretary no later than 
4 pm on  23 April 2021at: 
 

 Family History Society Library or 

 PO Box 881, Rockingham 6968  
 
 

 
Eligibility:  Only members of the Family 
History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. financial on the day of the AGM can 
 
i     Nominate a candidate for election   
      to Committee 
ii    Accept  nomination for Committee 
iii   Vote at the AGM 
iv   Be nominated as a proxy 
 
If you are unable to attend the AGM, you 
may nominate a proxy to vote on your 
behalf. Proxy forms are available from  the 
Library.  The completed proxy form must be 
returned to the Secretary BEFORE the 
commencement of the AGM. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO  
ATTEND THE AGM 

 and EXERCISE  
YOUR VOTE  
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

  

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

 

General Meetings 

 

All Members and non-members are welcome to  
attend the General Meetings of the Society held  
every 1s Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting 
Room, Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 

3rd April Phil Sullivan 10th Light Horse 

   1st May AGM/Quiz  

  6th June National Archives  

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

The Old Mill South Perth, then 
and now 

 

 
 

Welcome to New Members  

 
 

The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
  
 

Laurie & Nola Smith 

   

 


