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A Message from the President 
 

 
Welcome to this edition of Between the Lines, our quarterly magazine, composed by the editor John     
Wiseman from articles provided by you the members of the Society. 
 
As I write this at the end of June the COVID crisis is still with us and our library is shut again. I hope that  
during that, and others, you have found time to continue searching for those elusive ancestors. Due to the 
restrictions UI had to cancel the July meeting. The Meetings for the rest of the year are: 

 
August 7th WW1 solders myself, September 4th DNA Darryl Brady, October 2nd Graves Lyn Beard,            
November 6th Batty Library John Hughes, December 4th Annual Quiz, 2022 January 1st           
Rockingham Museum Wendy Durant. 

I had a phone call about a month ago, from a lady in Queensland, asking me to research her ancestors and 
create a family tree for her. It turned out that she and her husband had looked after my house, (and Scruff 
my dog), while I had been in hospital over 12 months ago. They travel around Australia in their caravan and 
stay in homes through an     organization called Mindahome, and care for the property and pets. I was only 
too please to do this and once again came across some great information for her. She has a direct line to 
German ancestry who came to Queensland as migrants in the 1800‘s. In addition, another German family of 
cousins, again migrants. 
 
Further back in England she had some of the family of Lardants, in the 17 th century, who were Huguenots. 
These were followers of John Calvin in Europe who were being persecuted for their beliefs, and settled in 
other parts of Europe, Africa, England and the US. About 50,000 fled to England and In London they lived in 
Spitalfields and became famous silk weavers. There is a lot written about the on the Web if you are          
interested. The Lardant‘s were, and still are, a large family, and during my research came across a 53-page 
word documents detailing the family from 1690 to 1982, which included those on the tree I was researching, 
what a bonus that was because it proved what I had found independently. 
In much of my research over the years I have often come across convicts where there is a lot of information 
available in the States of Australia. To find the Huguenots was a real bonus. 
Just recently I was asked to research a family for a lady who was born in Canada. I have so far traced her 
family back to England in the 17th century. Canada is proving a bit more difficult as all the provinces have 
differing dates of commencement of data collection, which is a bit like Australia where the States were     
developed independent of each other. This is unlike like England where Parish records were commenced 
around the same time in the 16th century, by Henry VIII, and then Civil Registration in 1837. 
 
As John was a bit short on article‘s, he has included my previous article on Tickets of Leave in relation to 
convicts. I thought you might be interested in this again. 
At the last meeting I asked everyone what a Pig Puddler was, a couple knew, if you don‘ know it is an      
occupation in iron manufacturing. The process of puddling was the occupation's chief responsibility.        
Puddling was an improved     process to convert pig iron into wrought iron with the use of a reverberatory 
furnace. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_puddler 
 
There seems to a problem with e-mails going to iinet and westnet addressees from myself, which seems to 
be an intermittent problem. Verna has been chasing this up with iinet and they advise with technical jargon 
that they can‘t do anything about it. If you are with these two providers, I would respectively suggest you 
change to someone else. 
 



 

 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire  
 

                                                                                          By Keith Good 
 
 
 
 I was born in Hemel Hempstead in April 1936. At that time it was quite a small town, and one of the main   
employers was John Dickinson & Co, who were paper manufacturers, and where my father worked. He and 
my mother had bought a new house in Belmont Road, and virtually all of the people living there worked for 
‗JD‘s‘ as John Dickinson‘s was known. When I was in England in 2012 I visited the house where I was born 
and the current owners kindly allowed me to see inside. One thing that I remember is a wisteria bush that 
my father had planted before I was born, and it was still going strong over 80 years later. 
 
Historically, the area was agricultural and was noted for its rich cereal production. The agricultural            
journalist William   Cobbett noted of Hemel Hempstead in 1822 that "..the land along here is very fine: a red 
tenacious flinty loam upon a bed of chalk at a yard or two beneath, which, in my opinion, is the very best 
corn land that we have in England." By the 18th century the grain market in Hemel was one of the largest in 
the country. In 1797 there were 11 watermills working in the vicinity of the town 
 
The first recorded mention of the town is the grant of land at Hamaele by Offa, King of Essex, to the         
Saxon Bishop of London in AD 705. Hemel Hempstead on its present site is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book of 1086 as Hamelhamstede, with about 100 inhabitants. The parish church of St Mary's was built in 
1140, and is recognised as one of the    finest Norman parish churches in the county. The church features 
an unusual 200-foot-tall (61 m) spire, added in the 12th century, one of Europe's tallest. 
 
After the Norman conquest, Robert, Count of Mortain, the elder half-brother of William the Conqueror, was 
granted lands associated with Berkhamsted Castle which included Hemel Hempstead. The estates passed 
through several hands over the next few centuries including Thomas Becket in 1162. Hemel Hempstead 
was in the Domesday hundred of             Danais (Daneys, i.e. Danish) which by 1200 had been combined 
with the hundred of Tring to form the hundred of       Dacorum, which maintained its court into the 19th cen-
tury. In 1290 King John's grandson, the Earl of Cornwall, gave the manor to the religious order of 
the Bonhommes when he endowed the monastery at Ashridge. The town remained part of the monastery's 
estates until the Reformation and break-up of Ashridge in 1539. In that same year, the town was granted 
a royal charter by Henry VIII to become a bailiwick with the right to hold a Thursday market and a fair 
on Corpus Christi Day. The first bailiff of Hemel Hempstead was William Stephyns (29 December 1539). 
Henry VIII and Anne      Boleyn are reputed to have stayed in the town at this time. 
 
in the 18th and 19th centuries, Hemel Hempstead was an agricultural market town. Wealthy landowners 
built a few large country houses in the locality, including The Bury, built in 1790, and Gadebridge House, 
erected by the noted      surgeon and anatomist Sir Astley Cooper in 1811 
 

In 1793 construction began on the Grand Junction Canal, a major project to provide a freight waterway      
between the   Midlands and the Port of London. In 1798, the canal from the Thames reached Two Waters, 
just south of Hemel     Hempstead, and opened fully in 1805. 

Joseph Cranstone's engineering company was founded in 1798,and was responsible for much of the early 
street lighting in the town as well as it first gasworks. It became the Hemel Hempstead Engineering        
Company and stayed in business until the Second World War.  

Hemel's position on the commercial transport network was established further in 1837 when the route of the 
new London and Birmingham Railway reached the town. The line's construction had been delayed for       
several years by vigorous    lobbying by a number of powerful local landowners, including Sir Astley Cooper 
of Gadebridge House, who were all keen to protect their estates from invasion by the "iron horse". Their   
campaign was successful and the main line was routed along the River Bulbourne instead of the River 
Gade, skirting around the edge of Hemel Hempstead.  
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Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire….. continued 

 

As a result, the  railway station serving Hemel Hempstead was built one mile outside the town centre 
at Boxmoor; Boxmoor and Hemel Hempstead railway station (today's Hemel Hempstead railway station) 
opened in 1837. Another station was also built at Apsley to serve the workers at John Dickinsons. The       
railways continued to expand and in 1877 a new route opened   connecting Boxmoor to the Midland         
Railway at Harpenden. The Harpenden to Hemel Hempstead branch railway —    affectionately known as 
the Nickey Line — crossed the town centre on a long, curved viaduct, eventually serving three local stations 
in the town at Heath Park Halt, Hemel Hempstead (Midland) and Godwin's Halt. The Nickey Line closed in 
1949 and the viaduct was demolished. 

Despite the incursion of various forms of transport, Hemel remained principally an agricultural market town 
throughout the 19th century. At that time the town was also a noted brickmaking, paper manufacturing 
and straw-plaiting centre. In later 19th (and early 20th) centuries, Hemel was also a noted watercress growing 
area, supplying 1/16 of the country's national demand  In the last decades of the 19th century  development of 
houses and villas for London commuters began. Hemel steadily expanded, but only became a borough on 13 
July 1898. 

After the Second World War, in 1946, the government designated Hemel Hempstead as the site of one of its            
proposed new towns designed to house the population displaced by the London Blitz, since slums and 
bombsites were being cleared in London. On 4 February 1947, the Government purchased 5,910 acres 
(23.9 km2) of land and began work on the "New Town". The first new residents moved in during April 1949, 
and the town continued its planned     expansion through to the end of the 1980s. Hemel grew to its present 
population of 80,000, with new developments enveloping the original town on all sides. The original part of 
Hemel is still known as the "Old Town". My late wife, with her mother and step-father moved to the ‗New 
Town‘ in 1953, but when I was in England in 2012 that area had become a ‗slum‘ district. 

There are a number of schools in the town, and as a young teenager I attended Hemel Hempstead Grammar 
School. This still exists today but is known simply as Hemel Hempstead School. There are a few private 
schools, one of which is Lockers Park School, a day and boarding school for boys aged 5 – 13. This was 
founded in 1874 and among its more notable pupils were Prince Alemayehu, son of the Emperor of Ethiopia, 
Prince Maurice of Battenberg, a member of the Hesse aristocracy, Guy Burgess, spy, Major-General Sir  
Robert Laycock, Commando general during the Second World War and Louis Mountbatten, 1st Earl       
Mountbatten of Burma, last Viceroy of India. 

 

Hemel Hempstead has also been the setting for several TV series, among the most well known being ‗Pie in 
the Sky‘ a BBC Police Drama. This was set in premises at the top of the High Street in the Old Town. 

 

Modern Hemel has a population of 97,500 (2011 Census) and is famous for its "Magic Roundabout" (officially 
called the "Plough Roundabout" from a former adjacent public house), an interchange at the end of the town 
centre (Moor End), where traffic from six routes meet. Traffic is able to circulate in both directions around 
what appears to be a main     central roundabout (which it used to be), with the normal rules applying at each 
of the six mini-roundabouts encircling this central reservation. It was the first such circulation system in      
Britain. 

 

I hope our readers have found this article of interest. In researching it‘s history I have found information that is 
new to me, even though I was born in Hemel Hempstead.  

 

Source:Wikipedia 
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The Perth Gazette and Independent Journal of Politics and News (WA1848 - 1864)   
Friday 11 April 1851  
 
 
REGULATIONS FOR HOLDERS OF TICKETS-OF-LEAVE. 
 
I. All tickets-of-leave are issued for particular districts, named in the ticket-of leave, or passports are allowed to enable 
the holders to remain in the service of their masters beyond the boundaries of the district. 
 
II. Every man holding a ticket-of-leave is required within (7) seven days after his arrival in his district, to report himself, 
either personally or in writing, to the nearest Resident Magistrate, for the information of the Comptroller-General, giv-
ing his name, the ship he arrived in, his master or employer, his trade or calling, or his mode of maintaining himself, 
and his rate of wages ; and also to do so between the 1st and 14th of January, and the 1st and 14th of June in each 
year, to the nearest Resident Magistrate. 
 
III. Every ticket-of-leave holder is required to report to the Comptroller-General every change of service or residence 
within the district, within 14 days of it taking place, and to obtain the sanction of a magistrate in the meantime. 
 
IV. Immediately after the 14th of June, the Resident Magistrate will report to the Comptroller-General the names of all 
absentees who have not duly reported themselves, as directed in paragraph two, with a view to the forfeiture of the 
ticket of-leave of such men. 
 
V. The Resident or any other magistrate of the several districts, will, whenever they think necessary, interrogate the 
holder of a ticket-of-leave as to his manner or means of subsistence, and if not satisfied that the ticket-of-leave man 
subsists honestly, will report the case forthwith to the Comptroller-General, for the information of the Governor. 
 
VI. No ticket-of-leave holder can change the district assigned to him without permission in writing from the Comptroller
-General, to whom all applications for change of district must be made, accompanied by a character for sobriety and 
good conduct, signed by his last master, or a magistrate of the district he wishes to leave. 
 
VII. The district in which a ticket-of- leave is considered to have effect, is the district within which the authority of the 
Resident Magistrate extends, as marked in the official boundary maps. 
 
VIII. No ticket-of-leave holder is to be absent from his district without a pass, except in the exercise of his duty as a 
constable. 
 
IX. No pass can be granted to a tick- et-of-leave holder to be absent from his district except by the Comptroller-
General or the Resident Magistrate; if by the Resident Magistrate, it cannot be granted for a longer period than 14 
days. 
 
X. Forms of these passes, as well as register books for the ticket-of-leave men within their respective districts, will be 
furnished to the magistrates by the Comptroller-General. 
 
XI. No ticket-of-leave holder for a country district is allowed to be in either of the towns of Perth or Fremantle with- out 
a pass : any man having a pass for this purpose, to produce it immediately on his arrival, if at Perth, to the Colonial 
Secretary, or at Fremantle to the Comptroller-General, or in their absence, the Resident Magistrate. 
 
XII. No ticket-of-leave holder is allowed to be employed on board whaling or other vessels. 
 
XIII. No ticket-of-leave holder is allowed to have a license to keep a public house, or retail spirituous or fermented liq-
uors. 
 
XIV. The breach of any of these regulations will subject a ticket-of-leave holder to be deprived of his indulgence, and 
to be returned to the Penal Establishment. 
 
XV. Any ticket-of-leave holder who shall be guilty of repeated acts of drunkenness, or of any immoral or disorderly 
conduct, is also liable to forfeiture of his ticket-of-leave.  
 
XVI. Any ticket-of-leave holder forfeiting his ticket-of-leave, returns to the position of an ordinary prisoner of the crown, 
and forfeits all privileges belonging to a ticket-of-leave, and shall be detained until he shall have served the full term of 
his unexpired sentence or sentences, as well as of the time during which he shall have been absent, if an absconder. 
The indulgence of a ticket-of-leave can only be restored to him at the pleasure of the Governor. 
 
XVII. Every person having a ticket of-leave man in his employment, is to re- port immediately to the nearest magis-
trate and to the Comptroller-General, in case such ticket-of-leave man shall be absent without leave, or shall abscond 
from his service, or from the district assigned him ; and such magistrate and Comptroller-General will forthwith issue 
warrants for his apprehension. 
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XVIII. Such reward as His Excellency the Governor, on the recommendation of the Comptroller-General, may 
see fit, will be paid for the arrest of any ticket-of-leave holder, absent without leave, or absconding from his 
district. 
 
XIX. The holder of a ticket-of-leave is liable to be punished in a summary way for all crimes and                 
misdemeanors not punishable with death, by transportation or hard labour, in or without irons, on any of the 
roads or public works of the colony, for any term not exceeding 3 years, or in case of a male offender by 
whipping, not exceeding 50 lashes ; and such punishment by whipping may be awarded in addition   to any 
sentence of hard labour. 
 
XX. Ticket-of-leave holders are also subject to be punished on summary conviction, before any one or more 
Justices of the Peace, for the following crimes, viz. Harbouring a convict illegally at large, punishment;    
whipping, not exceeding 100 lashes, or hard labour with or without irons, not exceeding 12 calendar months. 
If found on board ship with intent to escape, transportation not exceeding 14 and not less than 7 years. If 
found on board ship without lawful authority, hard labour in irons, not exceeding 12 months. Taking any    
convict on board ship with- out legal authority-hard labour, in or without irons, for any term not exceeding two 
years, or whipping not exceeding 100 lashes. 
14 Vic, No. 6, sec. 29, "Carrying firearms without a written permission from the Colonial Secretary, a Justice 
of the Peace, or the Comptroller-General imprisonment and hard labour in or without irons for a period not 
exceeding twelve calendar months." 
 
XXI. Any ticket-of-leave holder sentenced to punishment by magisterial sentence for any of the above        
offences, will not have his ticket-of-leave restored to him, except at the pleasure of the Governor. 
 
XXII. All sentences to irons, to the roads, to the treadmill, or to hard labour, are to be served in addition to the 
prisoner's original sentence. Thus, if a prisoner's original sentence is 14  Peace, or the Comptroller-General 
imprisonment and hard labour in or without irons for a period not exceeding twelve calendar months." 
 
XXIII. Every ticket-of-leave holder is subject to the provisions of the Master's and Servant's Act in Western 
Australia and under this act a ticket-of-leave holder can compel his master or employer to per- form his part 
of the contract, in all respects as efficiently as if the prisoner was a free man. 
 
XXIV. Every ticket-of-leave holder by Act of Parliament, is allowed to acquire and hold personal property, and 
a leasehold and interest in land, and to maintain an action or suit for the recovery of any personal property, or 
for any debt due to him, or for any damage or injury sustained by him but if he should at any time forfeit his 
ticket-of-leave from misconduct, the property acquired by him, will become absolutely vested in Her Majesty, 
and will be disposed of at the discretion of the Governor of the colony. 
 
XXV. Every ticket-of-leave holder is required to pay into the hands of the Comptroller-General of Convicts, 
the sum of £15, on account of the expenses of his passage to the colony. 
 
XXVI. For the payment of this sum, every employer of a ticket-of-leave holder is required to pay to the   
Comptroller-General of Convicts, a sum of not less than £5 per annum, out of the amount of wages for which 
the holder of the ticket-of-leave has engaged, and not more than £5 per annum unless at the desire of the 
ticket-of-leave man; either yearly or half-yearly, as may suit his convenience, or at the termination of any   
engagement for a shorter period. These payments may be made, either directly to the Comptroller-General or 
through the Resident Magistrate; but such payments must be notified to the Comptroller-General, who will 
forward two receipts, one for the employer, and the other for the ticket-of-leave holder. 
 

XXVII. No person is allowed to employ a ticket of leave man without notifying the same to the Comptroller 
General through the Resident Magistrate, together with the rate of wages at which he has been engaged; and 
the amount of £5 per annum out of such wages, if not paid by such employer to the Comptroller General or 
Resident Magistrate, will be recoverable in like manner as any other debt. 
 
XXVIII. Every ticket of leave holder who is allowed to work on his own account 
will be required to pay such an amount as the Comptroller General may decide, ac- cording to his ability and 
means of obtaining employment. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                Continued Page7 
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Regulations for Holders of Tickets-of-Leave 
 
 
 
XXIX. The Comptroller General has the power of retaining any ticket of leave holder he may think fit, or who 
may not be able to obtain employment, and employ him on the public works, under such regulations as to 
rations, lodgings, and mode of payment as may from time to time be sanctioned by His Excellency. 
 
XXX. No ticket of leave holder will, except under special circumstances, be allowed a conditional pardon, 
until one half of his sentence of transportation, reckoning from date of conviction, has expired, and that he 
has served without offence while on ticket of leave ; nor will receive a conditional pardon until the whole 
sum. of £15 has been paid; but when he has paid the sum of £10 he may apply for a conditional pardon 
through the Comptroller General, provided his ap- plication be accompanied by a character from his master 
or employer, for honesty and sobriety, countersigned by a magistrate; he will then be recommended to the 
Secretary of State for a conditional pardon, so that it may arrive about the period of the expiration of his time. 
If he should commit any serious offence after being recommended for a conditional pardon, he will forfeit 
that pardon, for such period as His Excellency the Governor may see fit.  
 
XXXI. The wives and families of well conducted ticket of leave men will be sent out to them when half the 
cost of doing so has been paid by themselves, their friends, or their parishes in the United Kingdom ; or the 
expense of their passage may be assumed as a debt by the ticket of leave holder, to be repaid under a 
bond, by the same means as the expenses of his own passage. 
 
 
 
 
                                                 ooooooooooooooooooOoooooooooooooooooo 
 
 

“The Real Jim Hawkins   Ship’s Boys in the Georgian Navy”                             By Roland Pietsch                                                                                                                                                     
 
 
I wrote some time ago of my 3x Gt Grandfather Edward Cousins who served in the Royal Navy 1781-1802. 
Edward joined aged 11yrs and experienced his first battle four months later.   
 
On reading the above book I found that Edward was most probably recruited by The London based ‗Marine 
Society‘, formed in 1756 by merchants and philanthropists  worried about the Navy‘s lack of seaman. Their 
aim was two fold, to train future seaman; and  gather up the impoverished and unemployed youth who might 
become a threat to public safety. 
 
By the end of the Seven Year War the Society had raised £20,000 , the largest gifts came from the City 
Companies and they had recruited 5,000 boys, providing clothing and equipment for the boys and placing 
them on ships. 
 
The general thought at the time was that to survive the rigors of a life at sea and to be a useful addition to 
the crew the boys had to be recruited young. ‗Landsman‘ who joined at a later age were regarded as second 
class citizens on board the warships. 
 
The author explains how they were recruited, describes their subculture– dress, language, tattoos etc.– their 
life as servants of captains and officers. He also portrays shipboard life they experienced during their years 
at sea and the bleak future they faced when they returned to life on land. 
 
The book contains letters and memoirs written at the time, some when they were boys, others in old age 
when they reflected on their time at sea. If you are interested in the Royal Navy and social history of that 
time this is the book for you. 
 
My Edward Cousins retired from the sea age 32, worked as a rigger in Limehouse, London ( he must have 
still had four limbs), married three times and died of ‗Dropsy‘ at the Greenwich Seaman‘s Hospital age 69. 
 
Editor John Wiseman 
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The transcript  below - sent in by member Esther Grogan - is of a letter sent nearly 100 years ago from 
her Great Grandfather Woolfe  Glance or Glanz to her mother Daphne Hyde. 
 
 
 
 
Rothsay Raleigh Street    Aug 29 1929 
WINDSOR   Victoria  
 
 
Dear Daphne 
 
I am reminded that it is your birthday so, so I am sending you the usual 1 pound, to have a afternoon tea    
party with your little brothers and sister, with good wishes. 
 
In your last letter to me, you said you were much interested in the family tree on my Mothers side and wished 
to know something as interesting on my Father's side.  My Fathers name was Israel Glanz or Glance 
(anglised)  Well, he was born in Poland in a little country town, called Kreitenavitch (of course you'll not forget  
the name) his parents were contractors and manufacturers as your mother is of Jewish origin. 
 
I think she is in possession of the snuff box that was used by your Great Great Grandfather during his life 
time (a common habit in those days).  He was a very strict Jew, named Jacob Abbi Cassis whom was  born in 
Mogador, Morocco, facing the Atlantic Ocean.  His parents had settled there, after being persecuted and   
expelled from Spain, because of their religion, which they would not change. He became a Chemist and    
settled in Dublin (Ireland) where your Grandmother Rebecca was born.  He died at the age of 91 in London 
(England). 
 
Now this may be amusing if not interesting, perhaps the old fellow got tired of being where he was, so made 
up his mind to be re-incarnated and come back to earth to sponge on his relations, hence your little brother 
(of course he can't help it).  Who knows he may be after that battered silver snuff box (which was all he left of 
earthly value after his long life), which was sent out to Australia to his daughter Rebecca (your Great    
Grandmother).  He evidently passed his life in the service of relieving humanity.  He made very good pills and 
a mixture for cough and colds and lung complaints, which, your Grandmother and myself has made and used 
with good results and I have noticed that the King was supplied with a similar remedy Calcium, by the      
eleventh Doctor called in to attend him and saved his life. 
 

5. Now, my dear Daphne, I want you to keep this letter to refer to when your little brother is old enough to 
understand, ask him if he has any idea of being on earth before he saw the light in West Australia.  Ask him if 
he remembers ever being Jacob Abbi Cassis (the Spanish Moor of long ago).  Some people believe in         
re-incarnation (ye must be born again) they are called Theosophists,.  By the way I suppose you have already 
know by what you have already been told that your portion of……………..(I think there is a page missing) 
Israel Glanz (Glance) that his parents both died, when he was a child, he was cared for by his Aunt who's 
motherly care he never forgot until the end of his days, as he sent money to her periodically, which I have a 
knowledge of, I have a vague idea that he said she was 105 when I was a full grown man.  At the age of 15 
he was smuggled into England (the land of freedom) to avoid being conscripted into the Military Service, as 
was the Russian custom, that one male in every family was supposed to enter the Army or Navy, his two 
brothers had got to England sometime previous, so he was being sought for by the Military.  So was quietly 
got away, aided by his co-religionists and duly arrived in London, where he was met by his elder brothers, 
who were advised of his coming, and soon after was drafted into a clothing factory to become a tailor, like 
many more was given a lot of religion and a lot more hard work, it was a common thing to work in those days 
14 to 16 hours a day, the only recreation was for them to pray -  That was before sewing machines were    
invented, about the time of the Crimean War (England & Russia) (where Florence Nightingale became       
famous) and the Indian Mutiny about 1857. 
 
While learning his trade, he also learnt the English language, and he fell in love with a little tailoress (Rebecca 
Abbi Cassis) in the same factory, the same age as himself (17).  They decided to get married, which they did, 
then their troubles began (being too young and inexperienced, and no money).  After some tribulation and 
privation they left London to seek their fortune in other parts of England, they at last settled in Leeds,       
Yorkshire, where I was born in 1861 (that year all Slaves in America were made free).  My father opened a 
shop there, and was successful, but being ambitious they decided to emigrate to Australia.   
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So with five children they left Yorkshire (where Captain Cook was born) for Australia, in the good ship     
Somersetshire and landed in Victoria in 1969, that year, the miners here discovered the Welcome Stranger 
(not me of course). The largest lump of gold ever found, weighing over 2000 ounces, worth over $8000. My 
father made good in Australia, and passed away at the age of 63 and my Mother lived 20 years longer. 
 
I've enclosed the envelope of the first air mail from the West because I'll lose the run of it, as I am writing very 
wobbly, the paper has got greasy and the pen and ink has gone crook and my only eye is done in, I'll        
conclude hoping all's well, with best wishes from your loving Grandpa  (Woolfe Glance) 
 
 
 
 
Note to my niece Heidi from her (Aunty Esther) 
 
Heidi I thought you might like this bit of history.  It is from a letter sent to my Mother from her grandfather - 
(Grandfather Woolfe Glance)  (Grandma Daphne's grandfather - who lived in Melbourne – and this letter was 
sent to my Mum Daphne (your grandmother) when she was at the age of 16 years.  I have the original letter 
which is almost 100 years old and in perfect condition, except it is missing one page unfortunately. 
 
I was able to three years ago, to go to see the original Chemist or Apothecary  shop in 36 Grafton Street in 
Dublin belonging to Jacob Abi Cassis.  Grafton Street is well known was a very wealthy Jewish area, where 
most Jews that had businesses.  I went to the shop which is now a very expensive  card and gift shop, and 
gave the shop owners some information of when my ancestor Jacob Abbi Cassis lived with his family.   Jacob 
wife‘s name was Elizabeth Levi a Jewish woman from Hamburg in Germany (I have often wondered if it was 
an arranged marriage) as was the custom of that time and I think still in the unorthodox fashion.   They had 
several children, and one was our GGGgrandmother Rebecca Abbi Cassis and she was born on the 3 rd floor, 
as most buildings were one room on the top of each other. 
 
He was taken to Court once by a Councillor of Dublin,  whom had decided he was either an Alien, Jew or  
foreigner  and he also had done an annoying thing of having on the top of his shop doorway of ―From         
Africa‖ (which obviously annoyed others, as I have the information from the (Trove newspaper), as obviously 
the Irish at that time were obviously very prejudice. So my gggrandmother was Irish/Jewish.   (Like I consider 
myself as Grandmother Esther to my grandchildren and great grandchildren) 
 
Hope you enjoy this little bit of history. 
 
Aunty Esther 
 
 
 

 
Esther’s 100 year old Letter...Continued 
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WILL THE REAL ROBERT JONES PLEASE STEP FORWARD!                             By Sue Sacchero 
 
 
 
 
 
I believed my great grandfather was Robert Jones who had died in a train accident in Bowral, NSW in 1910, 
however when the death certificate arrived this was not my man! This man had lived and died in Bowral, was 
the right age, his wife‘s and some children‘s names matched but others did not.  
 
Perplexed, I ordered birth certificates for my grandmother and her six brothers, these revealed their father 
was William Robert Jones and  established he was born in Melbourne on 9 February 1855 and was a stone 
mason. I spent weeks forensically examining records but came to a stalemate. Why did his family call him 
Robert and why couldn‘t  I find a birth registration? 
 
The local papers  brought to light a trove of information, while it was clear the family lived in Bowral from 
1889 until 1918 the last confirmed mention for W.R. was April 1897. In a lightbulb moment I took inspiration 
from a son‘s name Reardon, perhaps this was a family name. I consulted my DNA matches with known 
shared ancestors, immediately  Margaret Reardon, Irish convict sent to VDL in 1850 appeared. Margaret 
married Thomas Hinchcliffe and produced a son, William born on 9 February 1855 and baptised at Pontville, 
Tasmania on 12 February 1855. Eureka, I had struck gold!  
 
The Jones is explainable, around 1858 his father Thomas Hinchcliffe appears to have returned to England 
and Margaret then partnered William Jones. It appears W.R. took his stepfather‘s name, maybe using Robert 
to distinguish himself from the stepfather. 
 
We may never know why W.R. was the only one of Margaret Reardon‘s children to adopt his stepfather‘s 
name, perhaps it was  an attempt to hide is true identity. When he arrived in Melbourne in 1875 the         
Tasmanian police were hot on his trail. Aged twenty he was wanted for  selling a horse he had borrowed, his 
gaol record shows he had five previous convictions. 
 
The next decade of his life remain hazy but by 1885 he had supposedly married Braidwood woman Jane 
Dempsey, their children‘s birth certificates claim they had married in Goulburn on seven different dates that 
year. No marriage certificate has been found. By 1886 he was working as a foreman stonemason at  the 
Bombo quarry, following the closure of the Bombo quarry in 1888 WR, Jane and their two eldest sons moved 
to Bowral where the trachyte industry was booming. 
 
The family lived in Bowral up until the end of the first World War, while the local papers and other resources 
helped me build a solid picture of the family‘s life there both up to and during the war, specific reference to 
W.R. end with a 1896 article which tells us he has returned ill from a prospecting trip and is recovering in the 
local hospital. 
 
By 1903 it is clear that Jane was supporting her family of seven children by herself. What then has happened 
to W.R.? Months of searching for a death only turned up red herrings.  I got hold of W.R.‘s mother‘s death 
certificate (1913) it tells us that W.R. is still alive, but the local papers are now referring to Jane as a widow. I 
casted my net wider and stumbled across a 1948 death in Perth of William Hinchcliffe AKA Albert Edward 
Jones. I hightailed it to the courthouse to get the certificate. It doesn‘t tell us much but the date and place of 
birth are right. Over the following weeks a picture of W.R.‘s WA life emerges. A newspaper article tells me of 
his arrival in WA in 1898. It appears that he worked at various mines in the goldfields and then settled in   
Ravensthorpe where he opened a smelter sometime, after 1926 he moved to Perth where he appears to 
have lived until his death at age 93 in 1948. 

 



 

 11 

                                                                                                                                    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our April speaker was Phil Sullivan, Phil gave a   
comprehensive presentation on  
          “Western Australia’s 10th Light Horse”.  
   
Phil ‗s interest started at an early age and was     
rekindled in 2001 when he retired. The interest has 
grown into a travelling 10th Light Horse Display  
consisting of over 2000 photos covering all aspects 
of the regiment. 
 
The regiment started it‘s training at Guilford and the 
Claremont Showground finally moving by ship to 
Rockingham. The regiment embarked on the 
Mashobra on the 7th February 1915 arriving in 
Egypt on the 8th March. 
 
They arrived at Gallipoli on the 20th May 1915 and 
mainly acted in the role of infantry. Their action at 
Nek during the August Offensive was  portrayed in 
the 1981 Peter Weir film ―Gallipoli”. 
 
The regiment was given the honour of being present 
at the surrender of Damascus  on the 1st October 
1918.  
 
At the end of the conflict 237 men were killed and 
479 wounded. 
 
 
 
   Unfortunately  the May meeting was cancelled            

due to Covid  restrictions  
and the AGM moved to 

    the June meeting. 
 

 
 
Due to Covid restrictions our June meeting was     
restricted in numbers therefore the AGM was         
postponed until July. However we still had Dr Kelli 
Abbott from the Western Australian Office of the  
National Archives of Australia speaking on:  

“Western Australian postal records at the  
National Archives”. 

 
Kelli spoke of the role the Postmaster-General‘s  
Department played in keeping Western Australians 
in contact with each other and the outside world. 
 
Kelli told stories from the very early days of the 
State and shared finds from the archives. From the 
hardships of covering such large distances by horse 
to the perils of small snappy dogs. 
 
The talk was illustrated by newspaper cuttings and 
many photos. Those of particular interest to the au-
dience were of Rockingham in the 50s and 60s. 
Many present recognised some of the buildings and 
street scenes.   
Though I was far too young to do so! 
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Library Opening Hours 
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,  

Civic Boulevard 

  

Wednesday 10.00 am—1.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am—4.00 pm 

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays 

 

General Meetings 

 

All Members and non-members are welcome to attend 
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st  

Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,  
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham. 

   
Guest Speakers for :  

4th        
September 

Darryl Brady           DNA 

2nd  
October 

Lyn Beard         Graves 

6th 
November 

John Hughes Batty Library 

LIBRARY MATTERS 
Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari 

 
 

Welcome to New Members  

 
 

The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts 
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members: 
  
 
No new members at present 

   


