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A Message from the President
I am writing this the day after we had a very
interesting talk by Darryl Brady on grouping
your matches in Ancestry DNA. I find this a difficult subject to grasp but he is a good speaker
and I understand a bit more now. I have forwarded you all the handout he provided, that
gives you some relevant websites.

Father was stationed there in the British Army in
the early 1950’s for three years and we lived
there with him and Mum.

In this edition of the BTL, which is now being
produced by Pamela Lydford, you will see a list
of future speakers, that are going to be interesting also.
I find that there is always something happening
around the Perth area of interest to us genealogists. The FHWA website (the old WAGS), at
https://membership.wags.org.au/index.php?
option=com_comprofiler&amp;task=login has a
full list of their interest groups that are always
organizing talks. You will see that on February
5th I have arranged for Gynn Williams, Angela
Hetmans from the Military Group to talk to us. It
is also worthwhile looking in the “Can we Help”
column in the Western Australian newspaper on
a Monday.
I thought you might be interested in an old
photo I came across recently of my brother and
myself (on right) holding a black mamba snake
skin between us. This snake lived in a pile of
bricks at the back of our house in Accra, in the
what was then the Gold Coast, now Ghana. My

If we were to be bitten by it, we would have only
survived for about 20 minutes, so they are very
lethal. Sobering thought now I look back on it,
but as children we had no fear.

Enjoy this edition of the BTL and don’t forget to
let Pamela have your articles for the December
edition.
Peter Godfrey

John Wiseman has resigned as Between the Lines editor. Many thanks go to John for your
hard work over the last five years and we wish you well for the future. Pamela Lydford has
taken on the role again.
Pamela is already looking for articles for the next edition. I am giving it a theme Marriages, of our ancestors, living relatives if they are agreeable, or any
interesting marriage you have been personally involved in. All articles will be
gratefully accepted and can be long or short.
I am hoping this will give members something specific and encourage great articles.
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OH! WHAT A BEAUTIFUL BABY!
Late in 2019 my brother discovered an
abandoned trophy cup while demolishing an
old dairy on a family farm at Lorne, New South
Wales. He had no idea of where it had come
from, so out of curiosity he sent photos to his
siblings.

surprise me that she considered the dairy an
appropriate place for it. We will never know for
sure as Mum passed away in 2014 without
bequeathing the cup to her offspring.
The trophy cup is 15 centimetres high. When it
was discovered, it was in two pieces although
residue inside the top of the base suggests
that the top was once attached to the stand.
The top section has a circumference of 20
centimetres and is 10 centimetres tall. It has
two handles, both of which are soldered at the
base and it appears were once also soldered
at the top. There are obvious dents on the top
where it joins the base.
Although heavily tarnished when discovered,
cleaning in a bicarbonate of soda bath
revealed the following inscription on the
outside.

Baby Show Trophy Cup

I recognised it in an instant as one of our
maternal grandmother Myrtle McInnes’s
treasures. In the 1950’s Myrtle kept her
treasures locked in a china cabinet in the front
parlour of her Sydney home. As children we
were rarely admitted to this inner sanctum. I
distinctly remember Myrtle inspecting me to
ensure I was clean and making me sit in an
armchair, usually strictly off limits to children,
then proudly removing the cup from the
cabinet. She told me that it was my mother,
Marie’s Baby Show Cup. She also showed me
a framed photograph of my mother taken
about the same time.
I recall raising this curiosity with Mum who
instantly dismissed it as a useless dust
collector and gave the ten-year old me a
lecture on the politics of Baby Shows, likening
them to the agricultural shows where she
exhibited the dairy cattle she bred. That was
the last and only conversation we had about
the matter.
I can only speculate as to how the trophy
came to be in the dairy. My guess is that it
came into Mum’s possession after the death of
my grandparents in the 1990’s. It doesn’t
“Between the Lines” Vol. 27, No. 2

Pieces of the Trophy Cup as it was discovered

BELMORE NORTH
P & C ASS’N
BABY SHOW 1930
1ST PRIZE
There is a maker’s mark under the top section,
which can’t be seen when it is standing on the
base. It reads A1
Imperial EPNS.
Electroplaters used a letter code for their
plated wares, A1 was the best quality. EPNS
indicates that it was made from Electroplated
Nickle Silver, an alloy of nickel, copper and
zinc that is covered in a layer of silver in the
electroplating process. Imperial shows that this
section at least, was manufactured at Viner
and Hall’s Imperial works in Sheffield, United
Kingdom.
Continued next page
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Oh! What a Beautiful Baby! cont’d
The stand is made from turned wood which
has been stained and highly polished. There is
a fine layer of textured rubber glued to the
underside. This was probably made locally at
Sydney Craftsman Products, which was
established by Fredrick Viner-Hall in the
1920’s.

wellness through contests which rewarded babies of ideal height, weight and health. However, I question whether they ever contributed
to any positive health outcomes, the assumptions and values which underpin the concept
horrify me.

While silver trophy cups were the highest
honour given at the Greek Olympics, they
came into modern use during the eighteenth
century and have had widespread, enduring
appeal and continue to be used regardless of
age, event or gender as a symbol of victory.

The style of this trophy is typical of silverplated trophy cups made in the late 1920s and
early 1930’s in New South Wales. The school
has been unable to verify anything of the
purchase or indeed anything in relation to the
Baby Show. Likewise I have been unable to
find a specific record of this Belmore North
Baby Show in Sydmey or local papers,
although there are countless mentions of Baby
Shows, usually conducted as charity fund
raisers held throughout New South Wales from
the 1920’s until 1960’s. I am disappointed that
so far I have not found an external source to
justify the provenance of the trophy. My
mother was born in April 1926, which means
that she would have been 3 or 4 years old at
the time of the Baby Show, while I don’t doubt
Myrtle’s story this seems to be too old to be
considered a baby.
I share my mother’s sentiments about Baby
Shows. I understand that they were first
instigated after WW1 by well-intended reformers in order to promote maternal and infant

My mother, Marie McInnes circa 1929

However, I appreciate Myrtle’s obvious pride
when seen in the context of middle-class
women’s lives during the 1930s. The shiny
trophy now has pride of place in my home
where it stands as a stark reminder of
changing social values and life choices to the
four generations of professional women that
are Myrtle’s female descendants. It reminds
us, that although we have a way to go, we are
more than mothers.

A Baby Show in 1948
4
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GRANDDAD GOOD

By Keith Good

My Grandfather, Wallace Charles Good, was
born on 8th January 1866 at Chelmondiston,
Suffolk. At the time the Parish Church was in
such a poor state of repair that it was not being used, and Wallace was christened in nearby Woolverstone Church.

Wallace had three sisters, all born in
Chelmondiston, Minnie Seline in 1868, Grace
in 1883, and Bertha in 1885. Wallace would
not have been living at home when Grace and
Bertha were born as on the 1881 Census he
was shown to be a domestic Page Boy.

By 1864 the church in Chelmondiston had become so
dilapidated that the Archdeacon
declared it
unsafe for public
worship. Its walls were bulging
and leaning beyond repair and
there was no alternative but to
take down much of the
structure and to rebuild. During
the previous 15 years the
population of about 200 had
quadrupled,
so
it
was
considered wise to enlarge the
church by adding a north aisle.
The cost of the work was
estimated to be between
£1,500 and £1,600, a substantial sum at that time. There
were
several
generous
donations but the parishioners
had to raise several hundred
pounds through sales, concerts and donations.
I am sure that my Great-Grandparents, Isaac
and Sarah Good would have been involved in
this fundraising, as they lived in Chelmondiston for the whole of their married lives, Sarah
passing away in 1914, and Isaac in 1915.

At some stage he had moved to
Charing in Kent, as on 7th June
1890 he married Emma Foord.
Emma had been born in Charing
on 7th February 1867. They had
four sons but Wallace George
died in 1902, aged 10, just a few
months after my father was born.
He was named Augustin Victor
Enos, but always, as an adult at
least, known as Gus. Charles
Frederick (always Fred to me)
was born 25th March 1891, and
Harold Edward (Harry) was born
on 19th May 1895. Both Fred and
Harry served in, and
survived,
WW1.

Among the new work, to the north of the
chancel, was a new side chapel which
provided seating accommodation for the
village children, which my Grandfather would
have no doubt used.
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According to the 1891 Census,
Wallace was a groom and
gardener, but was also doing
some domestic work. By 1901 he was still
doing the same work, although he appears to
have dropped the domestic duties. In 1911 he
was a jobbing gardener. When Fred married in
1919 Wallace was working as a postman.
He was also very much involved in the Parish
Church of St. Peter and Paul, Charing. He
was a Churchwarden, Chorister and Bellringer.
All three sons were taught the art of bellringing. Wallace died in Charing on 13th February
1942, and Emma died 20th December 1944.
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PRECIOUS HEIRLOOMS
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by Sue Sacchero

These precious heirlooms that arrived today
have moved me to tears. They are ANZAC
Commemorative Medallions for my great
uncles Lance Sergeant Robert Reardon Jones
(Jack) and his younger brother Corporal
Charles Ernest Jones (Charlie). The
medallions were struck in 1967 to honour
Gallipoli veterans, as there was not previously
a specific medal for the Gallipoli campaign.

Great-grandmother Jane Jones and her
seven children I became aware that Jack and
Charlie’s medallions had never been claimed.
Late last year I began the process of proving
that both had died without offspring and that I
was indeed a legitimate claimant. I sent my
documents to Canberra in February and had
all but given up when they arrived in this
morning’s mail.

While undertaking research for a book that I’m
writing about the WW1 experiences of my

I am honoured to be the current custodian
of such a precious legacy.
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ANCESTRY—THE GREEN LEAF
Over the last 15 years or so I have
researched the family trees of many third
parties. I use Ancestry to store the data in
pedigree chart form. This is mainly because
Ancestry syncs with Family Tree Maker, by
the use of the GEDCOM system. FTM
software has a much better reporting system
than its mate. For those of you that have
used Ancestry you know about the green leaf
that provides hints on the person you are
researching. I have heard many people in
our Society, and elsewhere, say that this is
foolhardy as they are just from other family
trees. This may be partly true but it is not the
whole story.
Ancestry, like Find my Past and Family
Search have many data bases that they
source data from. Ancestry has some 30,000
databases containing over 11 billion records,
from 1500 to about 2000. Find my Past has
some 30m records and Family Search has
some 3.2 billion images that are being added
to every day. My research has uncovered
some interesting people during these 15
years: convicts who came to Western
Australia, Victoria and Tasmania; people who
enlisted in WW1, some survived some didn’t;
WW2; German Ancestors, German migrants
who went to Queensland, and more recently
a family of Huguenots where one of the hints
was a word document of 53 pages, in
relation to a Lardent family from 1690 to
1982. Many searches confirmed the
information was supported by birth, baptism,
marriage death and burial records.
Most of my research has nearly always
centered around England, where the hints I
get on the profile page of each person are a
selection of census records, birth, baptism,
marriage death and burial records plus
information from other public family trees,
apart from other records the system may
recognize. The danger I have always had
with hints from other family trees is that some
people just copy a tree from someone else,
which, in the case of a source being
incorrect, means any errors are carried
across to the next tree. I tend to ignore these
trees. I know this because I have seen
copies of parts of my Godfrey tree on others.
For other hints it is an easy exercise to verify
the record by doing a separate search for
what is hinted. If for example I get a hint for a
“Between the Lines” Vol. 27, No. 2

by Peter Godfrey

baptism (christening) then I usually search
for that name and check the data base for
England & Wales Christening Index, 1530 –
1980. This was the case recently for an
Anthony Wall who was christened 6 Feb
1696 with a Fathers name of David. See
below.

Another record hinted was for the marriage
of Anthony and a Mary Ragg that shows
more information about the source of the

record:
This record shows a Family History Library
number of 1941102 (LDS). By clicking on the
box “Citation details” it takes you to
familysearch.org that shows the following:
https://familysearch.org/pal;/MM9.1.1/NVMNG32, and then, by opening this up you get:
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Ancestry—The Green Leaf cont’d
which is the precise citation for the record,
further proof of its validity. In addition to these
records, his parents were married prior to
1696, which does not really prove anything as
we well know, however it adds some validity
to the result. (I have Maternal ancestors who
married 6 years after they had already had 4
children).
As you are probably aware there is a
distinction between records prior to 1837 and
thereafter. For records prior you will get hints
for Baptisms, Marriages and Burials. The
former is in many data bases, too numerous
to list here, and include records for many of
the Counties in England, besides England as
a whole. In some cases, with a baptism, you
may find that the Parish Record also shows
the birth date in the left-hand column and in
some cases showing the parent’s names.
These are all good records to confirm that
what you are given as a hint is correct for your
particular ancestor. This is where you can
check with Family Search the free data base
for Parish Records. You need an account
with them but it is free to register. After 1837
there are Civil Registration details for Births,
Marriages and Deaths and if you get a hint
from this you can go direct to the General
Register Office and search the index to
confirm it.
I have also found many red herrings with
hints, the main ones being to get a hint for
someone in England showing a hint in say
Alabama USA, or Ontario Canada. This is
only because the Ancestry search algorithm is
searching such a large number of records for
the particular name of your ancestor. There
are bound to be people with the same name
in many parts of the world.

However, be careful not to dismiss them too
quickly, as it may be, as is the case with the
tree I am researching currently, that the
particular person did in fact travel to Canada.
A search of shipping or immigration records
may get you what you are looking for. Our
library has the world version of Ancestry
which you may need to search to obtain that
type of information. Be aware however that
vital records for those countries have been
recorded differently to England, each State or
County having differing start and end dates.
I would reiterate then that there may be many
hints for the particular person you are
researching, and that if the hint looks okay, it
is always best to check it by some other
means. There can be many red herrings if you
don’t do your research correctly. I understand
that the purists may not agree with me on
using these hints but Ancestry and other
websites have come a long way in the past 20
years or so, to enable us to have more
confidence in what they are showing us. This
is subject of course to my rider above to
check that the hints fit in with other records
and other information you have already
collected about your ancestor.
I see that nearly everyone who comes into our
library uses Ancestry besides the other
websites available and it is interesting to note
that it is deemed the most popular site by far
for research, and is being added to on a daily
basis.
Over the years they have gone to great
lengths to ensure the integrity of the data they
are presenting, except for my comment
previously about some people copying other
family trees without doing their own research.
Trust the green leaf………in a lot of cases.
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CONNECT WITH LIVING RELATIVES IN THE UK

It can be exciting, emotional and beneficial to
track down distant relatives who share a
common ancestor with you. You can share
research or find out facts and information that
you may not yet know. Additionally, different
parts of the family may hold photos, medals,
letters and other heirlooms that you do not
have. You may hear stories that you have not
heard before.

•

Use all the normal records to construct his
family and then concentrate on one child
who survived into adulthood, remembering it is easier to trace forward a male line

•

Find a marriage and children for that
individual and keep repeating the process
until you reach, say, the 1940s or ‘50s.

Once you reach the ‘modern age’, it is time to
use people-tracing websites such as
https://www.192.com/ , which holds electoral
roll data for UK residents, or you may be able
to find them on social media such as Facebook
and Instagram. A really useful site which
connects subscribers who share common ancestors is https://www.lostcousins.com/ and
https://www.genesreunited.co.uk/ can be a very
helpful shortcut to finding relatives too.
***

Taken on Anglesey, Wales with new found relatives

Use ‘forward reconstruction’ to find living
relatives
•

Taking a DNA test is, of course, the definitive
way these days to find living relatives but often
involves a good deal of detective work to
discover how you are connected to a match!

Taken from Facebook

Decide which ancestor whose descendants you wish to trace

What one group does in Canada - from my
relative in Campbell River, Vancouver
Island

A living relative found in the UK

I am busy with our genealogy society here and I set up

a display booth as often as I can at different functions
on the island. It always attracts a lot of people and we
get to hear some amazing stories.

Here is the booth I set up last week at our local museum
during their Grandparent's Day festivities. We have old
British Columbia town directories for folks to look up
their family and old school class photos from the area.
Janice.
Another new found
relative I visited, on
Vancouver
Island,
British Columbia, put
in touch by a mutual
relative.
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Above, a photo of Bryan Lydford who we met in
London in 2015. He had lots of information about
his grandfather’s army life during WWI.
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Interview Tips & Questions Guide
Living relatives are one of the best resources
when learning about your family history. Use
this guide to learn how to prepare, conduct,
and record an interview with a family member.
Use the questions to help get your conversation started, and to ensure you get as much
relevant information as possible from your
interview.

the value of your research and will serve
as a physical thank you for their time.
Interview Questions
Ice Breaker Questions
1. How did your family celebrate the holiday
season when you were a child?
2. How long have you lived in your home
state?
3. How many homes have you lived in?
4. What were some of your favorite hobbies
as a child?
5. What was a typical family dinner when you
were a child?
Basic Questions
-

What is your full name? Do you know why
your parents chose that name? Were you
named after a family member? Do you
have any nicknames?

-

When and where were you born? What are
the names of your brothers and
sisters? When and where were they born?

-

Where did you live as a child? What was
your house like? What is your favorite
childhood memory?

-

What are the names of your grandparents?
Where did they live their adult lives and
what did they do for a living?

3. Bring sentimental family heirlooms or
mementos
(such
as
photographs,
documents, old trinkets, etc.) that relate to
family members or occasions you will be
discussing. These items will help to jog
your relative’s memory and will help create
a richer conversation. You can also use
this as an opportunity to ask your relative
to identify the people and places in photographs.

-

Who is the oldest relative that you
remember as a child? Where did they live?
Did they have a nickname?

-

Do you have any special stories about your
parents, grandparents, or other relatives?

-

Do you have any special family heirlooms
or photographs of sentimental value that
have been passed down through your
family?

4. Record both questions and answers
throughout the duration of the interview.
When writing notes, make sure you use a
pencil. Avoid writing on photographs or
documents as much as possible, but if it is
necessary to annotate them, use a pencil.

-

Did you ever get married? What is your
husband/wife’s name? When and where
were you married? What is your favorite
wedding memory?

-

What is one of your favorite family
traditions that you received from your
parents or grandparents?

-

What advice would you like to offer future
generations?

Tips:
1. Approach
your
interview
as
a
conversation. Relatives may relax with a
conversational tone, thus will be more willing to share personal details and
memories.
2. Start with an icebreaker question to get
the ball rolling. This question should be
more informal to help ease your relative
into the conversation and make them feel
more comfortable for the duration.

5.
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After the interview, write your relative a
thank you note and share your notes,
recording, and/or transcription of the
conversation. Seeing their personal
stories documented will help them see

That’s all
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Speakers Corner
August saw our President Peter Godfrey give a talk
with a different slant on some of WA’s WWI soldiers
and what happened to them. This proved interesting
and dealt mostly with ancestors of member Sally
Lowe’s. Peter had been helping Sally with her research
and found this a most instructive and useful work.
Two of this group died but most survived the war and
returned with varying degrees of success. All present
really appreciated these stories for their personal
histories.

In September Darryl Brady spoke to us on DNA again,
and showing ways of grouping Kits, this time concentrating on how to connect and group your matches using
coloured dots to show which grandparents’ side they are
related to you on, and using family trees. This was very
interesting and helpful.
Darryl gave us a page of genetic genealogy sites, one
showing and explaining what he told us. It is https://www.youtube.com/c/DNAFamilyTrees
He has given his family tree sites and some others and I
show them here.

Australian soldiers WWI
“Between the Lines” Vol. 27, No. 2
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LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari

Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Members:
There are no new members this period.

Is there a member of our society who can read
Old English? If so could you please contact
me, I have a 16thC document I need deciphering, my attempt was hopeless. Thank you.
[Pamela Lydford]

Useful Websites
https://www.hawkesbury.net.au/claimaconvict/
search.php—to find convicts sent to Australia
https.//bradyfamilytree.org/genealogy/wp/?
p=3453— Darryl Brady, useful links @ DNA
talk
https.// - ThoughtCo; Legacy.com/uk; GenUKI
– Medical Records;
If any of you come across an interesting site
perhaps you could let me know and I will put it
in the next BTL so that all of our members can
benefit.
Genealogy around the world
An ancient photo of me and my siblings
General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to attend
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for : October, November, December
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2nd October

Lyn Beard

Lonely Graves

6th November

John Hughes

Battye Library

7th December

Leon Daly
Terry Craig

Annual Quiz
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