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Message from the President
I started researching my Family Tree in the mid
1970’s when one of my work colleagues
showed me a Family Group Sheet. I was
working full time and studying part time at WAIT
(now Curtin University), so there wasn’t much
time for research. One of my first searches was
in the LDS library in Preston Road in Attadale,
where I hunted through microfiche, nothing like
what we can do today. However I did manage
to get to the LDS library One of my first efforts
was at the LDS library in Preston Road. In
addition, at that time my Paternal Grandfather
died and one of his sisters sent me a treasure
trove of documents including a family tree he
had hand written and other documents including Military records of my 1st and 2nd Paternal
Great Grandfathers, who both served in the
Royal Marines in the UK. The moral of this is
don’t throw these wonderful records away if you
have them. I have kept my Royal Naval records
and they have come in handy at times.

It was at that early moment in my research that
I soon realized not to believe everything people
tell or show you, without properly researching
the records. My Grandfather had shown his parents being married in September 1886; but a
search for the certificate eventually revealed
that they were actually married in September
1887, with Grandfather being born in December
the same year! Looking at the hand written tree
I saw that he had scratched out the 1887 and
changed it to 1886! My Mum and Dad had to
get married also, and my Grandfather refused
to recognize the marriage, which I always
thought was a bit hypocritical considering what
he had done.

Since then, of course I, like you all, have had
access to numerous online data bases
containing billions of records from around the
world. These include, but are not restricted to,
Ancestry, Find My Past and Family Search.
With the latter all those microfiche records that I
mentioned have now been digitized for easy
access on their website familysearch.org, which
is free. Coupled with these research tools, and
others we are now being shown data about
items that were off the table for us in years
gone by. For example, I am on the mailing list
for Lost Cousins, and their latest e-mail at
https://www.lostcousins.com/newsletters2/
oct21news.htm discussed a book called The
Foundlings, A Genealogical Crime Mystery by
Nathan Dylan Goodwin. In the article are links
to Adoption Record websites. (See below). This
is not of interest to me but if it is to you, it might
well be worth a read or accessing the website.
Other items on this edition of Lost Cousins
might also be of interest. I only mention this to
back up what I said earlier about there being so
many different records for us to access.
I have said more than once, but one of the best
research tools is Mr. Google. I find that by just
typing in a search word you will probably find
what you are looking for. I have just typed in
“Adoption Records UK” and up came the
website that is referred to by Lost Cousins
above.
https://www.gov.uk/adoption-records/
the-adoption-contact-register. This search also
showed all the sites for adoption records in
Australia.
Happy researching,

VALE
Adrienne Lee died in early November. Adrienne was a very long-time member who
gave her time willingly and often to the Library, and is sadly missed.
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Who was Isabella?

by Ainslie Sharpe

I first “met” Isabella many years ago when I
was searching for information relating to
Isabella Sarah Aldred, the wife of Roley’s great
grandfather.

find any record of his death. Unfortunately, not
all records made their way to London, in the
Bishops’ Transcripts. It is said that some 20%
of records may be missing.

I discovered, in her baptismal record, that she
was the daughter of George Aldred, a Sergeant
in the Madras European Regiment, and
Isabella his wife, who was stated to be
Indo-Briton. Isabella Sarah was born on the
27th March 1843, and christened on the 30th
July 1843 in Arcot, (sometimes called
Carnatic), an Indian Princely State ruled since
1692 by the Nawabs of Arcot, as viceroys of
the Moghul Emperors. Arcot was absorbed by
the British Colonial Government in 1801,
annexed by the British in 1825 and the state
extinguished in 1855.

We had gone back 8 years, found three
husbands, and we still didn’t know Isabella’s
surname! So the search went on.

So who was Isabella, wife of George Aldred
and mother of Isabella Sarah Aldred?
I
searched for their marriage and discovered that
they had married on the 25th August 1834 in
Nagpore, Madras. At the time of their marriage
George was a Private in the Madras European
Regiment, and Isabella was a widow, Isabella
Rowe.

If I could find the marriage record for Isabella
and John Daley, would she be a widow again?
Did she have yet another husband? So there is
a riddle that is Isabella!

Who was Isabella’s previous husband, and
when did he die? The Parish records of
Madras revealed a marriage on the 18th April
1831, between James Rowe, who was a
Corporal in the Madras European Regiment
(the same Regiment as George Aldred) and
Isabella Bell, a widow. The burial records
contain a record of the death of James Rowe
on the 16th September 1833 at Nagpore, aged
26 years.
Once again, the same questions arise! Who
was Isabella’s previous husband, and when did
he die? Was he another soldier in the Madras
European Regiment? It is to be remembered
that the East India Company armies supported
the wives and children of their soldiers for only
6 months following their death. Isabella would
have needed to find support. Further searching
of the Bishops’ transcripts of the Parish
Records of Madras found a marriage in
Masulipatam, Madras, on the 13 September
1826 of Thomas Bell, again a Private in the 1st
Madras European Regiment, and Isabella
Daley—a
widow!
However,
despite
considerable research I have not been able to
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I found the baptism on 11th September 1821 of
a child, Susannah Daley, born on 18 July 1821
to John Daley, the Quarter Master Sergeant of
the 1st Battalion 9th Madras Native Infantry
based at Masulipatam, and Isabella, his wife,
but I still cannot find any record of their
marriage. Again, another one of the missing
records, along with the burial records of John
Daley and Thomas Bell!

As a result of these missing records, and the
fact that at no time in her many marriage
records is her age disclosed, we didn’t even
know when she was born, or where!!! What we
did know is that she is said to be Indo-Briton,
which means she is the child of a British man,
probably a soldier, since all her husbands were
in Madras Regiments. Her mother may have
been Indo-Briton also, or an Indian woman.
However, at least one daughter was recorded
as “European”, and her two sons were privates,
and indeed Drum Majors in the 3rd Madras
European Regiment, and its successor in 1858,
HM 108th Regiment of Foot.
Isabella was living with her daughter, Isabella
Sarah, when she died and was buried in
Lucknow on the 29th October 1875. Her age
was given as 87 years—giving her year of birth
as 1788. This is extremely unlikely as she
gave birth to her last child in 1845, which would
mean she was then aged 57! It is also unlikely
that her third and fourth husbands, born 1808
and 1809, would have taken a wife 20 years
their senior. (I don’t have a great faith in the
transcripts of the parish records—it seems that
on occasions either the climate or the
communion wine had a detrimental effect on
the transcriber!)
Continued next page
3

Who was Isabella? - cont’d

In collaboration with another of Isabella’s
descendants, my husband’s 2nd cousin (once
removed), we researched the baptisms of as
many Isabellas as we could find! There was
one
baptism
that
stood
out—Isabella
McAndrew, the natural daughter of James
McAndrew, born on 2nd January 1805, and
baptised on 2nd March 1805 at Fort St George,
Madras. James was a private in HM 80th
Regiment of Foot, based in Madras. He and his
wife, Mary, went on to have 9 more children, at
least three of whom died in infancy. In one
baptism it is stated that Mary was a native
woman.

•

At the time of the birth of Isabella and
John Daley’s daughter, Susanna, born 18
July 1821, at Masulipatam, Isabella would
have been 16.5 years of age. This would
be appropriate for a daughter of a soldier
of either the British or East India Company
army at that time.

•

Isabella’s last child, Mary, was born in
1845.

Have we answered the question “Who is
Isabella?”.
•
James McAndrew had transferred from
HM 80th Regiment of Foot to the Carnatic
European Veteran Battalion some time
between its formation in 1811 and 1817.
This regiment was based at Masulipatam.

Whatever, we know that Isabella was a survivor.
She endured the loss of her four husbands, 6 of
her nine children, and many of her 32 grandchildren born before her death. She survived
many hardships of life in India at that time, not
the least of which was life as the wife of soldiers
in the East India Company Madras regiments,
but also the rigors of the climate and the
disease.

•

•

It is reasonable to assume that Isabella
would have been based there with her
family until her marriage.
John Daley was Quarter Master Sergeant
in the 1st Battalion, 9th Regiment of Native
Infantry, based at Masulipatam.

Based on possible probability theory, we believe
that she was the daughter of James McAndrew,
born 1805, died 1875.

What a remarkable woman, what a
remarkable life!

Isabella, John H. Sharpe and his
wife Isabella Sarah Aldred

For the March Edition
I thought IMMIGRATION would be a good theme, giving members plenty of scope to tell stories of
their ancestors or their own journeys to strange lands. Some of you must have an interesting story
or two. I have my great grandmother’s poem she wrote as they arrived in New Zealand. Very
informative of the trip out. Plus letters she wrote ‘home’ shortly after arriving.
I look forward to receiving some very interesting stories.
Please remember to let me have them by the 25th February 2022.
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HOW I FINALLY FOUND A GRETNA GREEN MARRIAGE

by Sue Marshall

My story is not so much about the wedding but
how long it took to find out where it was. My
Father married in Scotland, that much I knew.
By the time I was interested in my ancestry he
was not there to ask as he had died in 1975. I
knew when he was with my Mother in the
1940s. However it was his marriage to Annie
Osborne the mother of my 2 half-brothers
James and William that I was trying to find.
My brothers did not know either. I have to add
that I only found out I had brothers in 1994
(another story). So in 2008 when I went to visit
my family in Scotland. I attended the Scottish
Register Office in Edinburgh. I must admit at
that time I was very limited in my computer
knowledge and that did not help. Every year
that I went back to Scotland I went to the
Register Office too and always looked for the
marriage. Then as I got a little more competent
I was able to widen my search of the records. I
found and was able to look at but not copy in
any way my brother`s birth certificate, as he
was still living at that time.
Success at last, there on his birth certificate
was the place of my Fathers marriage. It was
Gretna Green and the date 1933. So I was able
to ask the attendant on duty at the Office if they
had records - the answer was that they were
held only at Gretna. Too late to visit Gretna for
that year but I did make a phone call. The next
year it was now six years of looking, but I was
in Gretna.
Photo taken by Sue herself—a real piper too!
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Not a good start though as the Office which
was usually open was closed. I was in luck
though because there was a wedding taking
place and a very kind man took pity on me and
went and got the very large book of
Registrations. He actually took a photo of my
Father`s marriage certificate. It was lucky too
that I went in person as the date in the Index of
the Register was different to the one I had - the
one I had from my brother’s Birth Certificate
was the correct one.
In my years of looking I had realised that there
are two types of Marriages in Scotland Regular and Irregular.
Gretna Green
marriages are classed as Irregular. My Dad
was married at the Old Blacksmith’s Shop by
Mr Richard Rennison, the last "anvil priest",
and I had no idea for a long time that his
nephew (his sister’s son) lives here in the
Rockingham area and I knew him.
Mr Rennison had a personally signed book that
he gave to his family which his nephew now
has, and I was kindly allowed to look at and
took a photo of Mr Rennison from it which I
have included.
Why Dad did not return to Scotland my
brothers and I worked out as best we could.
When Dad had returned on leave in 1943
Annie was already living with Robbie as she
thought dad was dead, so he left and never
returned. Annie had a happy life with Robbie.
My Father and Mother married in Warminster in
1943!!!! (A bigamist?) I don’t know.

5

A Gretna Green Marriage - cont’d

James’ and Annie’s Marriage Certificate

Photo of Mr Rennison from the book
presented to him by well-wishers
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Mary Ann Elizabeth Bryson—a daughter of an Irish soldier.

by Ainslie Sharpe

My husband’s 2 x great grandmother, Mary Ann
Elizabeth Bryson, was born in Ireland, to Robert
and Eliza Bryson. Her father was a groom in
Kallade, Antrim. While her exact date of birth is
unknown, we do know from various historical
sources that she was born sometime in 1841.
Her father enlisted with the Honorable East
India Company Army in London on 3rd of
August 1842 as a Gunner in the 1st Battalion,
Bombay Artillery. He embarked on the “Falcon”
on 14th October 1842, arriving in Bombay on
20th February 1843. Fortunately, his wife Eliza
and Mary were permitted to accompany him,
as the East India Company only allowed 6
percentage of married recruits to take their
wives and children.
The Company paid an allowance to the
husband for his wife and children. If the wife
was born of European parents, the allowance
was 5 Rupees per month. (If the wife was “East
Indian” or the daughter of a European soldiers
and an “East Indian” women, then the allowance was 3.5 Rupees per month). Each child
was supported by an allowance of 2.5 Rupees
per month until the age of 14. Boys were
expected to either find a job or join the army.
As the opportunities for employment for girls
was very restricted, they were expected to find
a husband.
Thus when Mary reached the age of 14, she
married Thomas Harrop, a Gunner, with the
Bombay Artillery on 25 June 1855 in Bombay.
Thomas, who was some 15 years older than
Mary, had arrived in India about a year after
Mary’s father, Robert, in 1844. He was born in
Stockport in Cheshire.
On the 18th February 1858, Mary, then around
the age of 17, gave birth to a daughter Eliza. At
this time, Thomas was a Drill Corporal with the
2nd Battalion, Bombay Artillery. Sadly, at the
age of 18, Mary found herself a widow, with a
young daughter. Thomas Harrop, aged 33
years, Sergeant of Artillery, died at Byculla,
Bombay on 22 September 1859. His cause of
death is listed as” Delerium tremens”.
However, a young widow in India, in those
times, generally found no problem finding
another husband. A young European woman
would find she had numerous suitors!
Consequently, within 7 months, on 18th April
1860, at Colaba, Bombay, Mary was married to
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Matthew Sullivan, an Irishman from Limerick.
He was a Sergeant in the 2nd Bombay
European
Regiment,
aged
32
years.
Unfortunately this marriage lasted a brief 2
months before Matthew died on 19th June
1860.
His cause of death is shown as
“suddenly”!!
Mary was now twice widowed with a 2 year old
daughter. Her parents and siblings were within
the close vicinity in Bombay so perhaps she
had support from them. But death and disease
had not done with Mary and her family. Her 3
year old daughter, Eliza, died of dysentery on
8th March 1861, then a few months later the
same deadly affliction caused the death of her
father on the 20th July 1861.
After losing two soldier husbands, Mary saw the
error of her ways, and on 2nd June 1862, at St
Andrew’s Church, Bombay, she married a
plumber! Her new husband was Ebeneezer
Tonkin, the eldest son of Ebeneezer Tonkin and
Mary Ann Laybourn. The family was originally
from Middlesex, England, where Ebeneezer
senior had his own plumbing business. They
had made their way to Bombay, via Calcutta,
after a six year stay in Melbourne and Ballarat,
Victoria. Both father and son continued their
plumbing business in both Madras and
Bombay.
On the 18th September 1863, Mary gave birth
to a daughter, Emily Lydia, who became my
husband’s great grandmother. Her joy would
have been shattered when less than three
months later, her mother died on 5th December
of an intermittent fever at the age of 40.
Unfortunately, in the years to follow, life threw
more tragedies at Mary and her plumber
husband.
Between the years 1864 to 1868, Mary gave
birth to 5 children, including twin sons. To us,
with our access to medical services and
support, it is hard to understand how Mary
survived the deaths of all five of these children
during those years. In 1868, when both her 8
month old twin sons died, her husband was
detained in goal in Bombay for insolvency. The
causes of death of the children are variously
listed as “Visitation of God”, “Decline”, “Natural
causes”, and the ever present “Dysentery” and
“Disease of the bowel”.
Continued over page
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Mary Bryson’s Marriages—cont’d

Mary and Ebeneezer relocated to Madras
where their next son was born in 1869, and by
1871 they were living in Calcutta. They had 3
more children during those years 1869 to 1875,
all of whom survived into adulthood. The hot
and humid climate of Bombay and lack of
medical facilities, water and air born diseases
had devastating effects on peoples lives. It
seems life was kinder in Calcutta.

Mary outlived her husband, Ebeneezer, (who
died in Calcutta of “mitral regurgitation” on 23
May 1892, aged 53), and 7 of her 11 children.
She died on the 17th July 1915 at St Mary’s
Home in Calcutta. The cause of death is listed
as “old age” and “cardiac failure”.
I am sure that failed heart had been broken, so
many times before.
Please see page 9 for photo. Thank you [Ed.]

WEDDING OF MY MATERNAL GRANDPARENTS
My maternal grandparents were married on
Christmas Day 1899 at Harpenden, Hertfordshire. and the photo shows them on their
Wedding Day.

by Keith Good

the surname of ‘Stratton’. No wonder I had
trouble finding James Hensbrey! I also found
‘Hensbery’ spelt ‘Hensbury’
Back to the wedding of my maternal Grand
parents. William was obviously living in Luton
and on his marriage certificate he gave his
occupation as Egg Salesman. His wife was
Elizabeth Geneveve CONQUEST, and she was
the daughter of Henry Conquest and Fanny
FREEMAN. She was born on 2nd February 1876,
at St. Pauls Walden, Hertfordshire. St. Pauls
Walden is not very far from Harpenden, and
Harpenden is quite close to Luton, although not
in the same county. I do not know whether the
Conquest family were living in Harpenden when
Elizabeth married William.
William and Elizabeth had three children – Edric
Cyril (always known as Cyril) born 1903, Eva
May (my mother) born 2nd June 1905, and Elsie
Gwendoline born 1911. The following picture
shows the family, probably taken around 1920.

William was born in Granville St, Derby, as was
his brother Albert, but shortly after they were
born, their mother died, aged only 28. Their
father took them to Luton where they lived with,
and were brought up by their Grandmother,
Mary STRATTON. Their father James was the
illegitimate son of Mary ENDERSBY, and when
James married, he changed his surname to
HENSBERY. Mary married a William Stratton
around 1850., but William had died at some
stage, although he was still alive when James
married in 1872, as he gave his father’s name as
‘William Hensbery’. Also, on the 1881 and 1891
Censuses Mary completed the return and gave
her son, James, and her 2 grandsons, as having
8

My mother is on the right, with my grandparents
in the centre. Cyril died in 1961, without ever
marrying, Elsie died in 1988, having married
Frank HAWKES, and my mother died in 1995.
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CERTIFICATES ARE NOT QUITE RIGHT ALL THE TIME

by Julie Buckland

My father was born on the wrong side of the
blanket in 1922 in Fishborne Sussex. There
was a terrible stigma attached to this at the time
so when his Mother’s new fiance offered to
raise him, Dad’s Great Grandmother, Maria,
stepped in and said “no, that would be a bad
idea” so consequently Dad was raised by his
Great Grandmother.
Dad’s mother Flo, was also born on the wrong
side of the blanket in 1904 and Maria raised her
as well, in the same village.
When I started reseaching my family tree I
ordered Flo’s marriage certificate expecting to
see her father’s name as “Unknown”. I got a
shock when I saw her father’s name was

Walter because Dad had told me his mother
was illegitimate. It turned out that Walter was
her Grandfather who died in 1910, she had
either been told he was her father or she just
put his name in because it looked good.
When Flo got married they had the wedding in
the neighbouring village so tongues didn’t wag
in the local church. Also, on the 1911 census
Flo is written as Maria’s niece so no one would
suspect who her mother was.
Flo’s mother was kicked out of the house when
she fell pregnant and wasn’t allowed back into
the family until after her father, Walter, had
passed away. Things are very different now.

Book Review → I recently read my first Genealogical Crime Mystery by
Nathan Dylan Goodwin. I then promptly went on to read
numbers 2 and 4. Nathan’s forensic genealogist is Morton
Mrs Tonkin, wife of Mr. Ebeneezer Tonkin
Farrier and each book is a separate story, but interwoven
through them is the genealogist’s own search for his
biological parents.
I am not a book reviewer so will simply say that these
novels are superbly written and each one moves easily
between past and present revealing murderous plots and
other nefarious events, enabling Morton eventually to
resolve each case after numerous scary adventures.
If you are a genealogist you will thoroughly enjoy reading
these stories and want more. I found them on the ‘Lost
Cousins’ website where you too can check them out. So far
Nathan Dylan Goodwin has written eight of these books and
No. 9 is on the way. I ordered mine from amazon.com.au
and was able to buy three for the price of two. They arrived
within 9 days. I now have numbers 3 and 5.
From Pamela Lydford

From the President—A big thanks to everyone who
bought tickets in the Christmas Raffle, thanks to your
efforts we raised $150. Well done.
“Between the Lines”
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From ScotlandsPeople webpage.
The law of Scotland as to marriage was this – it
adopted the principle that consent alone made
marriage. The law of Scotland did not require
the presence of a priest, nor the intervention of
any religious ceremony. The law of Scotland
considered marriage to be a civil contract, but it
did not provide any particular mode by which
that contract was to be proved” – Handsard,
discussion on bill, Registration of Births and
Marriages (Scotland) Bill August 1848.
The recent release of National Records of
Scotland’s (NRS) (kirk session minutes) on
ScotlandsPeople, affords the chance to
examine these forms of marriage, the impact it
could have on people’s lives and how it was
recorded by the Church of Scotland.
The laws of marriage were quite different in
England and Scotland. In Scotland, marriage
was based on the principles of mutual consent
and both ‘regular’ and ‘irregular’ marriages were
recognised by law. Regular marriages were
those performed by the clergy after the
publication of banns. There were three forms of
irregular marriage in Scotland:
1. Per verba de praesenti – A present
exchange of consent by words by both parties
to be married, privately or informally given, to
be man and wife. Ideally this exchange would
be performed in front of witnesses; a marriage
contract without was still legal but much more
difficult to prove.
2. Per verba de futuro subsequente copula –
A promise of future marriage without a present
exchange of consent, ‘followed at a subsequent
time by carnal intercourse’.

3. Marriage by cohabitation with habit and
repute. Generally this meant a couple living
together and publicly behaving as though they
are man and wife. This could include being
affectionate, and referring to each other as
‘husband’ and ‘wife’. Also known as a ‘common
law’ marriage, this was not so much a form of
marriage, but a separate type of evidence
which could be used to establish that a
marriage had taken place. If a couple had lived
and presented themselves as married for an
extended period of time, there was a
presumption that there had been a previous exchange of consent.
Irregular marriages remained valid until 1939
because the Scots held to the simple doctrine
that any two unmarried people of lawful age
(until 1929 12 for a girl, 14 for a boy) that
wished to get married, if they were physically
10

capable and not within the prohibited degrees
of kinship, ‘and they both freely expressed this
wish and freely accepted each other in
marriage, then they were married’ (T. C.
Smout). Consent made the marriage, not the
clergy nor the civil official, and there were no
restrictions on where and when the marriage
might take place, nor a requirement that
witnesses be present to prove its validity.
By contrast, in England the law of marriage has
been determined by the Clandestine Marriages
Act 1753, more generally known as Lord
Hardwicke’s Marriage Act. This was modified by
the Act for Marriages in England 1836, or ‘Lord
Russell’s Act’. This made all marriages equally
regular, but they could be in either the religious
or civil mode. The former would take place in
church before a clergyman after the publication
of banns or after obtaining an ecclesiastical
licence, while the latter took place before a
registrar after a posted notice of the marriage.
Per verba de praesenti
In Scotland an irregular marriage, if it could be
proved, had all the same legal consequences of
a regular one. Mainly that a man had an
enforceable claim on the woman’s property,
and the women and children of the marriage,
upon her husband’s death, had a claim to his
estate.
Throughout the kirk session minutes there are
numerous examples, in almost every parish of
irregular marriage, the sin of fornication, and
also ‘ante-nuptial fornication’; in other words,
having sex with your now husband/wife before
the marriage had taken place. How these acts
of intimacy were discovered varied, from
witnesses
coming
forward,
perpetrators
confessing, or in some cases because of the
impressive investigative skills of the church
session.
The case of Thomas Lethum in 1801 who
approached the session requesting ‘a line to get
his child baptised’ is one such example. The
Cadder kirk session record that the child was,
“…born nine weeks less than nine months from
the date of the marriage. Mrs Kirkwood a
midwife certified that it was born four weeks
before the full time. The line was not thought
satisfactory and therefore he was appointed
along with his wife to appear before the
congregation to be rebuked for the sin of
antinuptial fornication”.
[On

ScotlandsPeople page there are further
examples and original letters for anyone who wishes
to follow up on any of this very interesting
information.]
“Between the Lines”

Speakers Corner
Our Speaker for October was Lyn Beard who
gave us a potted history on how the ‘Lonely
Graves’ group came into being, then followed
up with photos and stories of some of these
graves.
All present were really interested and moved by
these stories, and the fact that the names of
some of those buried were unknown.
Lyn finished with the internet address of
www.outbackgraves.org for anyone interested
in looking further into the work they do.
In November John Hughes from the Battye
Library spoke about Perth’s first Town Clerk,
Mr W.A. BOLD. This man was town clerk from
1901 until 1944, the longest serving of any
capital city in Australia. He contributed greatly
to the ‘City Beautiful’ movement that helped
mould pre-First World War Perth and became a
global phenomena influencing town planning
across Australia. . After his world tour of 1914,
which included exploring urban planning in
Great Britain, Bold wrote a report incorporating
the ideas of the ‘Garden City’ movement into his
thinking as well as municipal socialism.
The growth of Perth is examined through the
Swan River, the development of green spaces
and the treatment of Aboriginal people by the
State Government. In 1938 William Bold was
exonerated by a Royal Commission into Perth
City Council’s administration.
John Hughes

William Bold

In 1944 he resigned his position, leaving a rich
legacy and a park bearing his name and
celebrating his achievements.
A greatly
appreciated talk by all at the meeting.
2021 December meeting Xmas Quiz was a
great success with a full house and many close
results in each round. It was so much fun that
the editor forgot to take photos so there is no
picture of the winners. The winning table was
number 3. Their winning number was 43
correct answers, with three other tables all with
42 correct answers, so very close.
Before the Quiz there was lunch for all
volunteers, and a special presentation to Albert
Vanderlande for all his help in the kitchen over
the past year. There is a photo of this and his
prize was a framed dishcloth.

“Between the Lines”

11

LIBRARY MATTERS

Co-ordinator—Verna Nazzari
Library Opening Hours
Ground Floor, Lotteries House,
Civic Boulevard
Tuesday

1.00 pm—4.00 pm

Wednesday

10.00 am—1.00 pm

Friday

9.30 am—4.00 pm

Closed All Other Days and Public Holidays

Christmas Holiday Library Closure
The Library will be closed over the
Christmas holiday from
10th December—11th January.
Useful Websites
www.findmypast.com—for information on the
UK 1921 Census
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk— modernised
site and up-to-date news and articles
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk — Scotland,
Names of Witches 1658—In this small but
spooky collection, you’ll find details on some of
those accused of witchcraft in early modern
Scotland.

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk — Scotland,
Court & Criminal Database - Unlock
criminals and victims in your Scottish family
tree with this detail-rich collection. The records
include names, occupations, addresses and
information about the crimes.
If any of you come across an interesting site
perhaps you could let me know and I will put it
in the next BTL so that all of our members can
benefit.
There is a new Poster in the Library, of
SCOTLAND, showing all the CLANS.
There are so many of them and it makes
interesting reading.
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Welcome to New Members
The Family History Society of Rockingham & Districts
Inc. would like to welcome our New Member:
Raelene Ashendon-Rose

The UK 1921 CENSUS
Findmypast have at last confirmed that the
1921 Census is being released on
6th January 2022
The 1921 census was taken on the 19th of June
1921 at a time when the population for England
and Wales stood at over 37 million. Normally
taken in April this one was delayed due to
several industrial strikes at the time.
The 1921 census gives greater detail than any
previous census. In addition to the questions
asked in the 1911 census, the 1921 census
included more information about the profession
and branch within it. It asked what materials
they worked in, place of work and their
employer’s name. For those over the age of 15
information about marital status, including if
divorced was given. For those under 15 the
census recorded whether both parents were
alive or if either or both parents had died. It also
had detailed questions on education including
whether you were in full-time or part-time
education.
There will be charges to obtain copies—£2.50
for every record transcript and £3.50 for every
original record image.
For the first time individuals in a household
could also make separate confidential returns.
General Meetings
All Members and non-members are welcome to attend
the General Meetings of the Society held every 1st
Saturday of the month in the 1st Floor Meeting Room,
Lotteries House, Civic Boulevard, Rockingham.
Guest Speakers for : January, February, March

January 8th

Wendy Durant

Rockingham Museum

February 5th

Gynn Williams
Angela Hetmans

FHWA Military Group

March 5th

John Adeney

Boer War
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